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: ‘During the past year the Company’s operaltions bave resulted
in & loss and the tributors have not avereged the basic wage. The
Tasmenian Government are iamtroducing regulations to ensure that each
tributor receives at least the ruling bagic wage. The Company ha
replied that due to the increessed expénditure inwvolved they would be
forced to cease operations or alternatively to seek & Government grant
to cover the inereased costs. o> o -

: The mine has been operating.sinceé 1870 and numerous dzposiis
have been exhausted but a few remalning depssits are still being workeds
the principal being the Valley Lode. The directors gtate that ore
regerves principally in the Valley lode are sufficient for three
years at normal working rate with & further three years of probable
restrves,, The allyvial deposits along the Waratah River average
3-1b. tin oxide per cubic yard and are stlll being worked, although
they do not lend themgelves to cheap sluicing methodg en account of
a high boulder content. , L _ ; ,

‘ The directors appear to be sincers in their efforts to
maintain, and even increase, productionm in & patridilc effort, and
the working arrangements appear to be generally satigfactory. It
is obvious that some agsistance must be given ©o enaure maintenance
of production without financial loss to the Company. L

: ~ To maintain present productlon with the payment of the
begie wage minimum to all tribulors, the Company sugzests that the
price of tin be increased to £380A. lesgs £31 returning charges. On
a production equivalent to last year's Tigure of 92.75 tons A
metallic tin, this suggested increase would be equal to £5,566, 0f
this, the Company's sharg would be approximately £1,400 the halance
being distributed to the tribuitors and would appreoximately provide
for the increase in tributorstearnings to the pasic wage miniman.
Under an arrangement whereby the tributor recelves the baslc wage,
a satisfactory system of time-keeplag and supervision of the
tributing operations should be enforced, and no doubt both the
tributors and the Company would co-operate in this metter, Asethe

Compsdny's operating loss for last year wag £812 the above proposal

would ‘only result in a conversion of this loss tp @ profit of about
£600 per annut. e ' v _ '

Further to this proposal for continuance of nragent
production rate, the Company stateg that, granted the above iner-
eased price of tin and given apother 40 men, the output of Tin '
oxide could be further increased by 50 to 60 tonsg which would
require; an additional £2,310.. Additiopal housing and aceommod-
ation would have to be provided and this is estimated Lo cost
£1,500, making a total assisiance of £3,810. '

Summarising the Company's propesals:
(1)° The present production rate of 92.75 toas of metallic tin.
. would require £5,865 per annud. : :

(2) The increased production rate of 38.50 tons of metallic
: tin would require £3,810 for the first year (including
increased price for tin and cost of housing). -
(3)  The maximum praduction rate of 131.25 toas of metallic
© - tin would require £2,378 for the first year and £7,875 for .
each successilve year. ' :

- Recommendations.

_ The Company's propcpal intludes the paymernt ol the basic
wage to all tributors and any recommendation is contingent on the
Company guaranteeing to insgtitute an efficient system of time-

~ Keeping, and supervision of the tribute opserations.
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. (1) Aecepting the Company ' s slag nial fop 5n increase ih the price
Y of tin to £3804 less £31 rstu ﬁning charges. Such ineprsass o
be referable to.the subput of the Mound Bigchoff field

Qi

(2) A financial grant Lo the Comoarw deterpined on the same hasis
C L ovize £8CA per ten metailic uvin k104ucean-' '

For the incressed ﬁ?OddPuLOO 40 men would bﬁ Peqdirﬂd
These men are not avallable in the Weet Coast Mining district ang
could cnly be supplie d by drwwo¢uMpnc with the manpower authorities.

We ate not conversaunt with the present DOS1b7OO as8 regards
*roductlou and possibilities of increased proﬁuquon of the many |
Flm*la tin producing flelds of Australia, &nd im the case of Mount
Bischoff we have presented the facts and the cost of maintaining and
- lncreaélna Dvoc‘uctione Whether the cost is Jubt1i1"6 and if .so the
means of mrantlng the relief to the Company must be left to the
daecision of the Controller of Vlneral Produ.ctl o

(M.8. NMawby) . |
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