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THE STOREY'S CREEK MINE, , 1g¢2/rr.
STOREY’S CREUK, TASMANTA o 3

.

The Storey's Oreesk mims is fitaated absut’ 14 miles by
oo in 2 noyvtherly 8ireotion frvom Avocs. Lvoca iz covnectod wiih
the Btate rallwey sysiem. N : .

: _ . , \
The lodes wontuin both wolfrem ond cassiterite and the
mine is at preaent being worked hy Storey!s Cresk Tin Mining Co.
The lodes wore dimgovered at least as early a8 the sighties and
wero worked for tinm ore. The wolfram content di& not. becomp
marketeble until ahout 1900, The £ield was worked by small
parties of miners uvatil 1913 when the Story (veek Tin Mining
Syniicate purchased the leaves. - This syndicnte worked the mine
until about 1928 when opeorations besame wuprofitable. The mine
Wwag token over by & looal tribute perty and worked successfully
mt il about 1937. Hince then the working has besén comducied by
The Storey's Oresk Tinm Mining Co. N.T. ‘

The. productien during the pact 10 years hes besn' ab
followss =

 XTITSTIS

Yeor Ove Tromted =~ Meisllic Tin in - Wolfram Hen
' Tin Concentrate Gonsentrate ‘
(tons) - - {tang) {tous)

1938 . 1,860 19.4 «

1983 3,933 28.8 - B 20.0&

1934 9,912 - 49,39 g 170.98

1935 10,268 .. 58,17 « 200.14

1936 9,353 45,16 197 .7

1987 11,736 L 17.8 2398 . ‘

1938 12,678 o o lB. 260 11y -

1959 12,871 4.7 197 109

1940 12,676 3B3.8" ' 309.6 - 100

3941 13,009 44,35 - ' 205 - . 91
97,190 ‘ 343 .37 1,739.61

ereory

P

* Includes oome from previous years! overations.

: . The mineral @epousils are quaris veing in Cembro-
Ordovicion slates amd quartzites. They strike &lighitly west of .
north and dip west at low to moderutd angles. A.MeIntosh Reid and .
Q.J.Benderson {Tas.Geol.Surv.Bull.No.40) veported that the No.l '
lode hud a strike of 3800 and & dip of 20° 4nd thet the No.2 lode
nad & stvike of 3350 and & 4ip of 379, The above two lodes
epproached one another in depth &nd formed one lode along 2 shord
por tion of theiyr length, but sepavrated again. Ariother lode being
worked is & brenmch lode (14}, Foster'e 193¢ ocecurs %o the west of
the above. The lodes havs bheen proved by outerops and. urderground
workinés to have lengths up to 2t least R,000 feet. In the WoYk-
ings, vhe lodes have been daveloped for many hundrsds of feot.
ghe wé@;hstrange up to about 8 feet but the average would be nearer

oy eet. ‘

The ledes cortain wolfram and chasiterite, {(both of which
are recovered) and also pyrite, galens end martite.

, The lodes have been cpened up by an adit level(Wo.l =dit
level) and four levels (Noes.l to 4) below it. Recently a
connection has boepy made gt the southern end with en o01ld adit
(Meshan's) which now becomes the No.2 adit level. The Nos. 1 to 4
levels are connscted to em inclined shaft.. No.4 isvel is 250 foees
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"below the outerod of No.l lode.and 205 fest below the Me.l adit
“level. The pump sLhafs hasg been sunk %o 181 feet below MBo.4

“level and et 80 feol, $the Ho.4 intermediate ievel is heing openw
el up. T . -

- ~ The low @ip-of the lodes necossite ten muok handling of
" the broken ore. i1 the stopes srd in one ssotion, six men were
! observed chain shovelling 50 doliver the oro %9 tho chute ba-
' , neath. Svebh multiple handéling of material incure a hegvy labour.
" 608%, and it is possibls- thed If the stoping operations weve ,
- preceded by o close Arilling compmign that the lovals and chutes
cgould be laid outr to better pdvantage. It is venlised that the
undulatory dip from vary low amgles to elmost Plat, together with
the presence of several post-lode feulte, whiek have en observed
Gisplasement of up %o thres feot, 8dd -to the g¢ifficulty of mining
cperations, - ‘The uwse of smzll porgpers, shaking leundeyr chutes,
etc. may help to overcome the disabllities ssscciated with guch
nining, and this oviticiom is Roraly recorded, Yollowing & quick
inepection of the mine workivgs, to indicate the reasons for the
low output pew man shift. o ‘ - o

. Two'mir compresscis are installed with only one im uss.
They ware . . : : ‘ .

Cameiian Ingevsoll Ramd IVE 1080 o.f%.per mimute 200" B,P.motor.

Bontinel compressor. = . §00 ¢.ft, " oo 125 -H.P.motor.

. . - Theé Comwpany dces not inglude in its repovi any figures
B for the ore-~reserves in the mine. A quick exemination of the
‘ming indicates thet thevs is & number . of working places sud
possible working places end that’ & quantity of 0Fr® aweils @x-
traction. Further developmsnt appears possible both leterally
and 8t dopth below the No.4 level. . . . ,

The- avergge grade of the ore is not knawn. - .The past
broguction figures would give soms idea of the reooverable : .
cont emts of wolfram ené cadsitorits but the extiaction of ore ig
dependent largely upon tho rolative prices of tin and tungetie
oxide. The production figures for 1941 indicate thidt the re-
coverable wolfram concentrsie is 1.57 per sent snd the resover--
eble tin (metsllic) content is 0.84 per cent. The fotal coneen-
trotes {both wolfram and tin) generally represent about 2 per vent
of the ore milled. For ¢he peviod eonted 30/6/11, the Gompeny
ropor ted the production of total or mixed concentsates $o be

2.2 per cent. o

: . . .The mill comzises orushing by e §yratory ¢rusher and
rolls, folilowed by Jigging at 5/8",-1/&“9 1/8" and 1/16" for the _
soersey particles, and table concentration of' the ?insyr particles.
The mired wolfraw-cessiterite soncentrate is Gried and meparated
by ®1eutruemagnet$o.aap&r&tnrsa,‘ No figures were available ae to
the metallie anntentafof.the*tailings,_whieh are ran o waste to

o Story Creek. Thoge should be &uﬁpa&.for‘posaibleifutuwe tront-

f}‘. . ment | unlese it can be proved that their metellic contentis are
too low to ever warrant retreatment: =~ R

‘ The mill cepacity is 25 tons per 8-hour shift znd it is
operatod 12 hours per Say only « 'a very inefficient practice whigh
is corducive te poor resoveries. %Fhe wolfram concontrate aver-

- ages about 73% tumgsitic oxide and commends & market premium due

to freedom from impurities,

The present company has been formed ahoﬁ&f5 yeara. | it
has @ nominal capital of £400,000 snd an issusd capital of
£155,000 in £1 shares each fully paié up otherwise then fer sash.
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The total mmouwnt of dividends paid %o dste is £31,875, the rate
for the last thres yearse being 10%. Iis current £9s6te and
investmente a% 30/6/41 inclvded -

Csch et Benk and/or Pixed deposit £2,805
27" 000

. Commonwealth Toan
Doposit
During 1938,- 1929
steady output of 12,000 to

£16,0

00

and 1940 the Compény'maintainad a

13,000 tons of or

employed between 100 and 110 mem. This pro
by working twoe shifte. The. present produstion is much less,

@ per snnum [from N

, Wwhich about 275 %ons o mixed concentrstos were obtained) ang

duction was nchieves

(probably adout 150 tons Per emmum of mixed concentrates) due to
the shortage of men. At present 64 men (ineluding seveh on the

staf?) are employed and one

- the mine avd 12 houre im ih

meon wevre

& segond shift could be worked sné the

shift (8 hours)
e mill, . '

iz being worked in

The position regerding incveseed production is eu

(i) Man gwef. A coneiderable ingrease would be poseilie if
av&i?aﬁf“o With en additional 40 me:
production of mixzed covw: .

men {a total of 04 .

centrate incremsed from 150 to 275 tomns per annum. With &
further 36 men (& total of 139) & third shift could be worked \nd
the production inereased to 400 tons of nixed concentirate per
annum, but additional mill sepacity would be necesssry, - ‘

(2) Finenvial Assistance.

be required 1F men wWere pro

new "esmps” (huts) would be
£1,000,

No essistance for housing would

vided vo work two shifés. Pinanciasl

.essigtance for housing would be roquivred if

work three shiffe 2 the Mensger {W...Stackhouse) veports that £0

men are¢ provided e

5:2\[' X

necessury and thet the cost would be

If incressed production.is desirsd

£7,000 would ‘be requested by the Compeny to

milling plant oy prefera bly

(3) DTaxation. In &t¢
from mines, the Yinanoial a

& yview mill,

+» @ Srant or loan of
provide for insressed

empting to arrenge incressed ‘producéion

8pect has to bo ¢

onsidered from gever-

al viewpoints ineluding returm of cipital and wastege of assets.
This is particularly the c¢ase betause of the
regulations allowing a return of only 4 peyr
enployed. Provision should be maede fox reb

necessery) by meens of a dspletiom allowsnce

tazation concessions for incressed pioductio

proposed way-time .
cent on capital

urn of cepital {wheve
» and for special '
1 o . ) )

‘ , : X at
The Storey's Creek (o, hes been in Operation for only
ahout 5 feare and has pai@ 281 375 in divide

capital

nds, Its issuned

8 £155,000. No cash was subscribed, but $he shaves

wero issued to take over the wine as & going concern from the
Syndicate whioh previously owned %he mineé,
Syndicate shares, and five £1 shares were gi

ate share, The issued cap

1tsl {al though no

There were 51,000
ven foy each Syndic-
%t subsovribed in cash)

has not therefors been *eturned, end & depletion allowance would
be necessary to permit redemption of eveme.

be made, therefore, so that
is maintainet or an increas
allowance should be allowsd

whe ther the pres

“Arvangements should
ent rate of produciien

ef rate brought about, @ depletion

to permit of ret

market value of mine ané plant). "M%, C.K.R,
Chairmen, expressed the view that suodh allowance should be besed
on production and not on profity., Furthey,

wet of capital {or of
Stackhouse, Deputy

a8 dpecial taxation



o

conoession should be grented for sny ineraased preduction.

If o increase above the pressnt production of 150 tong
of mixod concentratos per wosk {about 35 tons of tin concentiite
and 215 tons of wolfram comcenibrate} is reguived fwow this mine,
it is recommented thatse '

(1) As & fivst step, an adéitional 40 men be provided to 4

enoble the company %o work 2 secvond shift. Financiel casisitance !
would not be required fo¥ housing hut wounlda for milling pvlent. g
The inoresse in production weuld be wbout 30 %oms of tin concen~ *”
trate and 95 tons of wolfrsm conventrate. !

(2) As & second step, 8 further 55 men bhe provided %o en-
able the company to work a thivd shift. Finangiol assistance
(£1,000) would be roequived for houslng &nd an sdaitionel amount
for milling plant, The increpss in proéuction would be aboud

25 tons of tin concentirats and 100 tens of wolfram concentrzte.

The Mine Manager sizies that any increased production
above the present rate would necessitote additionsl milling plont
(probadbly a new plant) and lkhe Compony estimetes the cost us
£7,000.

(4,4 . Mowdy )
Menhex, Minsrals Committee,

o _ (P,B.Hyo)
9th May, 1942, - Asgistant Goologicol Advigar.
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