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"TTon=-lletalllces Linited was rez;.».s tered in Januory

for the purpose of ilining and Frocessing Industrial nine
™

such as I’,..olm Taley Baryles, ch.{,c:::cco;s Earthe Pigments
etc. Various mineral orcas vore oo quired and tested, certain
of which are now in reguler p”'c:’uction. T‘he necessary nilling
and processing plant was erectod at GRAUVILIE and for scome
menths the works have c:::z ovcr:.t;{; wenty-four hours cail;

on materials of which 907 are for Defence purposes, In recent
nonths output has been 1S Defcnee .,orI:, due nainly to the
greatly increased demand for materials for camouflicge peints.

The Company's nominal capital is £50,000 of which £21,5C0
as been issued and <'uo:c:“";:i. nereased c.cr:.::ﬁ, which
would normally have rccos: tatod additlenel plant installaticng
has, undezr t:le exist conditions *“de it impossible to meet
more then 504 of D,fen\.e requirenents in the painiy rubber
and allied industries.,

Industrial minerals for Delcnce Contracts are being consigh-
ed tO ﬂll Ut&hca u.nd c..lc'O .qu ch mg C:..O «G 115“ I‘lhﬁﬁ.ﬂ-ﬂa
leading manufacturers to vhen we are regular supplierSie=

Goodyear Tyre & Rubb

D‘unlo*o Rubber Austra
vﬁ..au- T:f"e & eu\AQu:?

Ccntury Storage Datlery Co.

I:'*e"cac.;r (Australia) Piy. Ltd.

Ormonold Rooling Lid.

Babco Preducts Ltl

Australian Paper Z.,“uihc"ure“s Ltd.

Awtralia:x Pu.:) & Paper llanufactursers Lid. (Tas.)
Cable lake Pty. z::".. '

Aus‘cral In;a.,tm?al Fr oc.uc‘ts.

Taubmans Ltd.

Lewls Berger & Son, Pty. Lid.

BQAQL.M‘. Pain{'s.

Standard Paints.

Eascot Smelting Company.

Canpbells/
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| ® .eessCampbells Paintse.
Harbutts Paints,
British Paintis.
Robertsons Paints Pty. Ltd.
Kleeners Ltd.
Hardie Trading Company.
James Hardie & Co.

and others. Defence Contract Humbers for the above firms can
be made avallable if rcoquired.

The initizl plent lay-out provided for mechanicel hande
. 1ing of materlials wherever possible but this eguirment was not
installed pending the establishment of a markel sufficient to
Justify same, Conditions have rapidly altered and the
Grinding Units cannot be cperated at full capacity with the class
of labour now avallable for handling materials,

74
¥echanisation of handling of material will almost entirely
renove labowr difficuities. 4As it is no longer practicable %o
obtaln the necessary capital by share issue we wish to apply for
a grant; on such terms and conditions re securitly and interest
as may be current; based on the estimaltes set oul hereunderiewee

1. RATINAY SIDING:=

Single loop siding, lengzth approximately
416" complete with goates - £1,000.
o PRIMANY CRUSHING PLANT AYD SCRERN:w

Discharging platform from rallway trucks-

2" decking. £ &,
Jaw Crusher 20% x 10" - . 375. .
High Speed Rolls 24% x 12% face = 450,
Sereen - double deck, vibrating, 6% x 3°. 1%5.
Wiring, chutes and incidentals - . 230 £1,295.

3. STORAGE OF CRUDES AMD GOIVEYORS

IS D TEIA Y CTTTOITT G 0 T Te
i;ﬁ@;;f PRIVARY CRUBIENRS 70 PiliSte

o

Comprising elevator taking rolls 'discharga
and delivering by conveyor to bins.

Elevator height 30* at £3.15.0 per foot

plus motor and starier - £ 1720.
Bins - capacity 600 tons at £3.10.0 per i "
tonl = 2,100,

Conveyor 65' x 16 width at £4 per foot - __ 260, £2,530.

4y COEVEYOR SYSTEM FROM BINS T0 _FINB

GRINDING MILLS:

i g

.Conveyor from bin discharge to elevator
65% x 16" at £4 per foot. £ 260,

Elevator to main conveyor 30% at £3.15.0
‘ per foot plus molor and starter - 170.
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ITEM No, 4 - continued:-

Main conveyor to Tube Mills 85¢ x 1é%

at £4 per fool =

Cross conveyor to No,l1 Tube Lill 18'

x 16" at £4 per foot -

Steel conical bottomed hopper to No.l

Housing of main conveyor, 1f above roof -

Tube Mill 10' diameter -

DRYING SECTIONS
One (1) Tyler-Harmor Dryer, complete

with toothed drum brea&er,fecu
and discharge elevators anéd burn-
er: delivering kaolin, diatomite
and benton;te to Raymond LKill -

ESTIMATE per Messrs, Gibson Battle

&CO.-_-

Conmpletion of concrete flooring -

Increased fuel - oil storage and delth

ery pipe line -

‘Storage drying floor 55! square, concrete

(K on plan), =

INCREASED SLORAGE ACCOITIODATION
FOR _PROCESSED LALE RLﬂT)a~

(H on plan and excluding Lomdinn

Conveyors:) s~

Lean-to construction, wood frame and’

%

Roofing to extend 6! beyond loading sid- |

fibrolite, outside wall brick to
height of 61 concrete floor ~fronte
age 110! depth 38°¢ -

ROOFING OF BINS BREAKER qu”TOW ’
AND DRYTNG FLOORSw

ing - total area 10,150 square feet.

© Wood frame and fibrolite construc-

tion -

PARTITIONING No,l1 SECTION PRQT‘

~ SECTIONS No,2 and lio.3 for
THE PROCESSING OF OCHRES
-Fibrolite construction,

12th, May, 1942,

£ 340,

72,

180.

' 200, £1,222,

£1,750.
;. .

1250

. 230: £2,1970

£19150 E

£ 530,

OXIDES, ETC.
%WO doors - £ 120,

TOTAL OF ITEMS (1) to (8) - £10,094.

AID 10% for contingencies = 1,009,

£11,103.

9, MINE
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MINE DEVELOENENT.

The Ccmpany has title, or mining rights under agreement,
to the following mineral leases Se=

Thuddungara = Tow Sonth Wales, Tasnesite.
Cmigcgong - Few Socuth Wales, = Dolcmite.
Eenpfield - Tlew South lales, = Baryles,
Panbula - Mew South Wales. o Talc.
Pantmla - Tiew South WalesS, - Faolin,
rwillunbah = Jlew South Vales, Silica,
Gatton - Quoensland, - Diatonite.
Queenstom = Tasmania,. - Barytes.
Launceston - Tasmania,. - Ochre.
Braldwood - Nouw South VWales, = Baryies.

0f these, the nmagneslitey taley silica and Renpfield
barytes areas are in regular and satisfactory preduction, and
maintenance of culput froo said areas is a heavy charge on
the Company?'s finances.

Barytes from the Braidwood lease is of high quality and
requirerents of this materdal are approximately £ifty (50)
tons weekly., The lcde is considered the only one in licw
. South Wales capable of producing & reascnable tonnage of £irst
and second grade. Average widih is six (6) feol and trenche
ing has proved the strike over twelve (12) chains, Sinking
has been carried to 78 feet and three levels hove bloclhed out
appraximately 6,000 tons of ore. The lode mainteins its
width at bottom of shaft and thore 1s a probeble reserye of
40,000 tons in the undcveloped section of the lode to this
depth (78ft). Present facilitles preclude the nmining of
rore than twenty {20) tons weekly and in eddition provision
shouléd be made for washing, picking and screening at the mine,
The estimated cost of bins, breaker, trommel and picking
belt, together with pover and puzpling plant is L1200, and
nine Improvenment, including portable conmpressor and
jackhermers, £800, This cquipment cannot be regarded ag
essential inasmuch as the mine can continme production at

the present rate under the existing conditions. Thisy however,
cannot be excesded ané should there be interference with sea
transport from Port Adelaide, the position with regzrd to
barytes supplies in Now South Wales would immedlately become
serigui . Shou%g assis_?ancc ;L_}e z;va:tI.a‘b:m9 the C%axpaigy is pre=-

ared to carry the development of this proper o {he
Production intlcated. S

Subsecusnt to _ths sbove astimate, the Company has

exercised it's opticn ov %‘y, and spesding up

ver Tais proper
of output is urgently reguired. =

Requirements are now of the order of One Hundred (100)
tons weekly which is beyond the capaclty of the horse-whin
noa beine installed as a tenporary measure, The tonnage
development is sufficicent to justify the ecuipment of this
property with suitable HOISTIIC PLANT, and as previcusly
explained, it is highly desirable that provision be nade for
washing and grading the ore prior to delivery on rail.

The estinated cos& of installing a Vertical Beller

.

and Steam Winech for this capaeify, seconchand, is - £ 285,

7

For the provision of binsy washing trommel,
; picking belt, elevator and bins for -
classifying orey; ereccted - ' 1,200,

For Compressor, secondhand, and two
Jack-hammers = . 500,

£1,955.
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10. _  RESFRYE STOCES OF CRUDE ORE.

The Increasing diffiiculty of cbiaining labour
and transport in remote country districls, makes 1t
imperative that stoclks be held at the VWorks covering
& three months production pericd. Substantial reserve
stocks are alreadg held, but on gn increased ocutput,
reserve tonnage should ba doubledy at an approxinate
rate of - : £340C0,

TOTAL OF ITIIS (1) to (10) -

Except vhere stated otherwise, the foregoing estimates
are based on the instellolicn of new plant unitss which cest
may be reducible if secondhand plant is available.

The plan delivercd to Dr. K. Fisher shows élagromatica-
ally the layoul of the Companyts plant. This layout provides
readily for future extensions and gives greater storage space
for the oullay involved. Plant extensions are showa in red,.
A fourth section *G" with a sccond Tube MiY1 =nd Air Clossie
Lier installation is also Included, It 1s not proposed at the
present time to instal this unit or building seclicny and
consequently it is not covered in the estimates.

Provision of the Dryer, Primary Crushers and Mechanical
Handling Systems as shomn will increase plant capacity to
epproximately seven hundred (700) tons monthly. Vhile there
is reason to believe that the plant will operate at full
capacity immedlately following completlion, the addition of
another Tube Nill unit is not regarded as Justifiable until
market requirements demond same, Similarly, the Belt Conveyor
ggi gﬁggd 1?;6111%11 bay and Belt Ccnve%o..;ego lﬁig.g %c%sg hiave been

ca the estimates, as no g immediatel;
essential ceecnsee® ’ i

The object of the investisation was $o engulre into the
necessity for the erection of the proposed additional plant, and
into the genersl standing of the Company and to ascerizin the
scurces of the supplies of the naterials milled and the uses to
- which they are being put, particularly In regard to Defence re-

guirenents.

COHMPATY

In addition to the MNilling plant ab Granville, the Company’s
property includes the following leases few
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Lease Area. Description Locaticn.
o Aers . Rés Pchs
PH.L.2, 4 3 10 Parish 10 miles .U
of of Young and ~
Bribaree. 8 miles frem Mapnesite.
Comniy--0ol Wecdallion
Honteagle. Siding.
PM.L.3. 9 1 28 wooow w ® ‘ @
PM.L4. 10 2 15 woow _ " . o ow
x.L, "~ parish 7 miles SJW. '
Applica- "3 2 O of of
tion 294 g Yowake, Pambula. '  Pyrophyll
Pambula. County of } ite.
: Auckland,
PM,L4l. 5§ 0O 0 Parish 6 nmiles West
of of Brzidwood,
Jinglenoney. : Barytes.
County
of Furray.
H.L. 111. 1 © 0 "o .- ." .

) - The Eagnesite properlty is held under the name of Non ilet-
a2llics Lté, Thé Lessce of the Pambula Lease is L.V, ¥llis as

Trustees for Non-letallics Ltd., The registersd Lesses of boll
Barytes lLeases is C.P., Callery. ‘

Covering the develorment period, an option for the lease
was held by lion-iletallics Litd. which option was execrcised cn
Larch 31st. 1942. A transfer is now being effected in favour
of General llining & Investment Company Ltd. as ncminee of
Fon-letallics Ltd. . .

ING PLANT

The factory at Granvills has been exemined, particularly
in connecticn with the proposed Plant Extensicn. A plan prepared
by Executives of Non-iletallics Lid. is subtmitted herewith showing
the Campany's present installations and the proposed extenslions,
Reference should be made to thelr revised estlmates set cut above
which éo not at present include the second Ball Iiill, or the
Belt Conveyor for loading, which hawve been included in the plan for
the sake of completeness,

Capacity of the plant varies according to the hardness
and other physlcal properties of the material being milledy but
the ocutpuls of the wvarlous machines, are as follicousie

Tube i1l - 12 to 12 cwils per hour,

Raymond Orinder - Sto30 w w . = f
2 Van Gelder

Duplex Grinders - 4 to 9 Lo % ® each,

Haximm Output, according to the Company's estimate,
working three shifts cdal six days per weck, is 400 tons per
month, This has not yet %ecn realisedy the Dest cutput being
325 tons in March. The proposed alteraticms are aimed to
increase this to 700 tons per month. The Manager states that the
Conpany would show a good working profit on 400 tons per month and
correspondingly better returns for higher tonnages.
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As a rosult of my Investigationsy I am convinced that the
proposad estensions will be effective in materially Increasing
outputy, and will in particular solve to a great extent the problem
of adequate laboury, which is the limiting factor in much of Th
present operations,

Four men are now employed on each shift with six extra
labourers on the day shift, and a Factory llanager, With the
‘new plant, the object of increasing production would be achieved
with the samey, or possibly less labour, and the provision of a
Railway Siding would avoid the necessity for transporting raw
materials by motor truck from Granville Railway Station.

IALC LEASES.

Examinations were made of the talc leases at Pambula, also
one at Cobargo, concerning which the Company have an agreement with
the owner, of the Braidwood barytes mine, and of the Thuddungara
magnesite deposits. (The term talc is used here in the commercial
sense, All the occurrences mentioned actually consist of
pyrophyllites which differs from the mineral tale In that 1t is a
hydrous silicate of aluminium instead of magnesiunm. It is slightly
harder than taley, but 1ts physical properties are so very similar
that the commercial uses of the two are identical).

- The Cobargo pyrophyllite occurrence consists of a lode
averaging 4ft, wide and dipping very steeply to the North. It is
opened up by a shallow cut on the side of the main road, the
Princes Highway, two miles south of Cobargo and 16 miles from the
port of Bermagul, where limited shipping facilities exist, The
pyrophyllite 1s spotted in character but grinds to a satisfactory
. wnite color. The lode is somewhat irregular; giving off small
apophyses. The walls consist of aplitic granite.

At Pambula two formations, a few hundred yards apart, have
been opened up, one on the Company'’s lease and one on leases held
by Ss.R. & F H, Cole; who also hold the Cobargo leass., The areas
are situated 7 niles west of Pambula and 12 miles from the port of
lMerimbula, where shipplng arrangements are slightly better than
those at Bermagul, Access is by road, the last mile or so over
fairly rough country,. ;

lethod of occurrence here is as a constituent in quartzitic.
- tale-schist. A solid lens a2bout 7ft. wide and dipping nearly
vertically to the west has procduced a fairly pure grade talec., This
has been mined on the surface only by a cut into the hillside,
bounded by fairly definite walls of quartzite on both sides, Other
smaller lenses lie adjacent. ' :

Much larger production has come from adjoining leases held
by Cole Bros., by quarrying intoc an extensive formation of tale
schist., Though containing a fairly high proportlon of quartz,~:,
largely in the form of veins and nodules, reasonably pure talc can be
selected, Dips are steep and indeterminate and considerable
faulting is in evidencey one fault in particular across the quarr
dividing poorer grade talc from less Impure material, In all the
Pambula workings, the tdle is somewhat stained by oxlidised iron :
and only second and third grade material has so far been obtainable.,
This oxidation::. should cease in depth but there is no evidence to
what depth the zone of oxidation.:: here extends. . It is quite safe
to state that large tonnages of second and third grade talc are
readily obtainable near the surface at low cost in the Pambula area.

BARYTES LEASES,
The Braidwood barytes Lode lies 6 miles west from Braid-

wood, 38 miles by road from Tarago, the nearest railway station, and
one mile from the Shoalhaven River,
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The lodes which iIs close by the rosdside in flatl country,
has been opened up by costeans ou the surface and by & shafly

with drives aleng the lode cn two levels, ome 2504, in depihy
the other at the bolliom of the shafly 55UC. Trox the surfaco.
Both levels folleow the lode 3080, o the east and some 70-008%,

vest,. The 4dip 1s steep to the morth., The lode in the mdcor-

ground worlkings is strong and conslstent with an sverage width =
of at least 6£t. On the botton level at the east end it appears

o)

to play out into weathered country rock, and at the west end of
the upper level, the lode narrows to less then 3£t. This ninching
is not rellecled iIn the lover level. Also the upper level, east
end, shows no sign of the plaoying cul of the lode exhibited 30£%,
lozer down, which, togetlhar with the surface exposures; suggest
that the lode may piich to the west. On the swiface, cosicans
expose snother lodse 2ft. wide, converging frou the south to meol
the maln lode, while Durther ccesteans to the west have exposed
barytes cuterops along the strilc for scme €C0Lt. These exposuras,
though Inccomplete, are of less width than the Ilcde in the mnder-
gromnd workings, and it is possible that baryles may not be
contimicus over the whole length but nay cccur as two or more
elongated lenses., Country rock is sheared and difficull to detlere
mine in the linited expeosures in the underground vworkings.

Cuartz schist onterops on the surface near the costeans ab the west
egd%h ang a large imecus intrusicn exisis inmmediziely to the east
off the leases.

I:ap'.,zritie§ in the barytes are a 1ittle Iirom stai::ig.gg a
certain anount of galens and blenle, nearly always occurying in
agcregaticns which can be realdily picked uts and clay and pug

- = p ¢ . -Z" v g 2 2 Pl

seems slong cracks, fracturcs and TissuresS, 4 dcorialn enounl ol

) P N - ™~ e T o1 ol
first grade and s high proporticon of second grade can be seleated.
Tomnage blocked out by undersroumd workings. allowing 10 cublc feet

Sic £ o & et ? Cde T o Fw.

per ton for ore in silu, Is 3000, with probability of moany tinmes
this tonnage belng expossd niong the sirike znd in depths.

3

HAGUESITE LEASES.

The Thuddungara magresiie deposit held Ly Non-Metsllies Lid,
occupics the floor of & shallow depression 18 miles by road north
west of Young and 8 nmiles {rom Yecdallion Railwsy Siding, whence

ite has been proved by pitting

the magnesita 1s trucked. Iagres:
o i 3 3 P (T S o £ o A
cvVer an 2red of scue 12 atres end the botiom has only bean exposed
"] i

Yo

X &

towards the margins where the deposity whkich is in the form of
a large lens, shelvas up to the surface, The tetal depth of

agnesite in the central porticn has pol yol been established, the
deepest pits reaching only 26L%. It is covered by 3-57t. of dark
rown soil. The magnesite occurs ns & series of irregulsy inbrice
ating veins, sesms gnd podular accuwmlations, In whal appesrs to be
a very ¢econposed dlorite. It is boling nmined By quareying, and on
a visval estimate of the exposed faces al least no-thiyd consisis
of magnesite. Probably half of this has to be discavded, so that
about one-sixth of the tolal voluxe is recovered. Tonnage estinate
ed by the Compang, on a mcdlerately conservalive basis, is 70.,0C0

to 16ft. depth, and probably fuxrther tonnage will be reaiised
below this depth. - The toial quantity mined o dale is 2300 tans.

The magnesite often has a noduler, vaguely conceniric
structura, particularly the larger plsces. FPrinelpal impurii; :
2 ¢ £ » $ -
is silicn, wsually In the form of chalcedony, which generally forms

a f11ling inside cavitles or scans In the magnesite. Smaller
pieces tend to have s higher proporticn of silics impurity and the
pure magnesite is obtained by sclectilcn,

The magnesite is not Peing milled at the Companyts factory
but 1s s0ld in the crude state. COver 100 tons per week s at
present being suppliedy axd a considersble denand sxists for still
greater productici. _



OTHER SOURCES_OF SUPFLY,

In zddition to that oblained fron the deposits held by
the Campanyy, other suoppliss are mezintsined by buying the crude
material from various profucers., Low grade barytes is obtais
ed from Kempfield, where large tommzges apparently exisiy
molin mainly fran Hume Rule and Puggocen, Hew Scuth Walesy |
Glatcmacecus earth from Cooma anéd from Ballinss high grade falce
from South Australia, mica from north west of Brolen Hill, cte.

o great ¢ifficulty is experienced in obiairning supplics of any
of these materisls., An increase in the oulput of barytes at
Braidwood and magnesite at Thudduncara would be justificd by

the demané for these maferizls, A considerzble reserve of crude
tale has been accumilated at Pambula ané ne active mining is taling
plaze at present on the leases in vhich the Company is interasted.
A shortage of felspar for ceramic malerials is reported, btut very
little felspar has so far becn handled by Honelietallices Lid. :

DISPOSAL OF PRODUCTS,

Haterials processed by Hon-letallics Ltd, ere mainly
barytes, kaolin and tale in that order, with an appreciable
quantity of mica ard dilatomite, and swell amounts of dolonite,
silice, caleife, fuller's earth, whiting, pumice and bentonite.
Kaolin and diatomite have to be drisd before crushing and culput is
limited by the capacily of the dryer. Instzllation of the
proposed new aryer will remedy this defect.

2 il

¢
£
30

b1

Deliveries for the month of larch were investigated
thoroughly and the results are tabulaied below, showing the
distribution of the varicus materials, The figures in brackeds
represent the approxirvate quoantities used in Defence works o
essential servicesy based on my o estimates and those of the
gar%gus consumersy supported in most instances by Defence Contract

unbers.

4
9]

g

A DISTRIZUTION TAPLE
23 bh

2
a i bt L 3o, 320
LA N

B
L

A1 _LCigures ropresent tons of materisl.

i USED Hinezran i rProdunct ot
T8 Barziesi Koalin.t Tale Hinx § tilscelilaneons Tatal
Bentonite

. ‘ " siiica, 105%
Paint, 693(57%) 36(30) Ddamite ste, N

Imitions {10 (10) 3{3) i3
Gramophicne | 15 (0) ‘ 20{0} 35
pa‘;éi;‘f‘ds' 24%(26) | 22%
e e
Powders etc. - 55(15)
idhesives ¥ 5 (2%) '
Rubber. 11 (1).) 63(ed)
Hoofing. : 10{80 : 10
Batteries. 3 (2b) 2 (12) 5

M 20 L 72¢0) o
D55 Ty 25 20, O 2245,

:

T L

Total used in Defence or essential

SCIViICcesS = 152 tg%i .
= Yoor? o
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Detatlas for deliveries for April were received later
amd ave very similar to those for Marchy, except that the
proportion used in Defence or essential services is slightly
higher, Consequently, it seems clear that more than 70% of the
Company's output, though not 90-100% as claimed in their letter,
is used in essential requirements., Very nearly half the total
deliveries for March and April went to paint manufacturers, by far
the greater proportion of it for use ‘in camouflage paints., This
demand, as well as that of practically all the consumers of
Non-lMetallics® output, is likely to continue as long as the war
lasts, and enquiries are being received for other materials which
the Company is not now in a position to supply.

RIVAIL COMPANTIES.,

Other concerns in Sydney which handle, to a greater
or lesser extent, the same materials as Non-lMetallics Ltd. are
Minerals Pty. Ltd., Austral Rock Milling Pty. Ltd. and
YicLeod & Company. The prlincipal of these is Minerals Pty. Ltd.
a well established Company with an output of scme 250 tons per
week, and branches in Melbourne and Adelaide, Thelr production
includes pigments and other materials not at present handlied
by Kon-Metallics Ltd, This Company reports that so far they ,
have been able to meet the current demand on thelr products, though
in some cases they have not been able to supply sufficlent
quantities to enable their consumers to build up reserve stocks,
They are prepared to extend their plznt to meet any increased
demand which may arise and they have the ground and the capital
to make these extensions, Their proposals, however, involve
building a new factory and permission to spend more than £1000,
has been refused, They experience no particular difficulty
in obtaining stocks of crude material,

McLeod & Company advise that they are working at falrly
full capacity. They handle ochres, manganese, etc,. in additiom
to barytes and talc, and they also report that they have no
difficulty in obtaining raw materials,

Austral Rock lMilling Company work mainly on ceranic
materials, elays, quartz and felspar, and process comparatively
little talc or barytes, Thelr Manager advises that some
difficulty 1s experienced in obtaining adequate supplies of felspar,
while the mining of clays is sometimes restricted by scarcity of .
labour in the country districts where these deposits occur. He
also advises that this Company could materially increase their
gmwzg?t if the demand were forthcoming, by working more than one
hift, )

Enquiries amongst the variocus customers of Non-Ietallics
Ltd. particularly those claiming to be occupied with Defence work,
elicited the response in most cases that they had no difficulty
in obtaining adequate supplies of such minerals as kaolin, talc and
barytes, though one or two said that although they had not been
actually held up for these supplies, they were not finding them
particularly easy to obtain, This latter condition applies
mainly to Companies like Columbia Gramophonga 't engaged on Defence
or otherwise essential work.

From the foregoing, it is obvicus that an increased
output by Non-lletallics Ltd., is not absolutely vital to the war
effort, as the present and probable future demands for essential
materials handled by them can be met by existing plant in Sydney.
As a check on this, an attempt was made to estimate the amocunt of
f£illing materials, such as barytes and kaolin ,being consumed in
paints, which constitute one of the chief uses for these products.
From figures obtained from the Department of the Interior and from
the Camouflage Paint Conmittee, it appears that 5000 tons would
represent the maximum of these materials likely to be consumed
per year. This demand can easily be met by the existing
processing plantsy in fact, 1t can be accounted for by much less



than half the totsl production (230 tons per week) of Minorals
Pty. Ltd. and Non-@otallics Lid. (70-80 tons yper week).

CONCLUSICH,
To summarise, Non-letallics L&, hold valusbie
properties at Braldwood and Thuddungarae and to a lesser

- »

extent at Pambulay and thelr claim that the installalion of
adéitional plant at their factory will increasce their cutput
and eliminate labour difficulties is substantizted. Theilr
cutput is more than 707 for Defence work or essential recuirew
rents., On the other hand, there is no hold-up in supplios
of the materlals they produce to the consumers vwho are working
defence contracts, and probable fulure demands can be metl Uy
the faclilities now existing in Sydncy. Hence it is Gifficuit
to ses why the Camonweallh Government shouid provide a grant
to one processirg firm vhils other firms are able to incresse
helr ocutput or are preparecd themselves to finance additicnal
plent to meet any extra demand., On the other hand as this
Pirn, Non-Metallics Lid. is handlire such a high proportion of
essentizl materizls and the installation of extra plent is

4

. Justified by the orders being recelved, it is suggested that

they be granted permissicn to obtain capital for improvenents
by Share Issue or such olther means at thelir command,

e

H.H., FISHER. D.Eg.






