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Plant fossils WeI'e collected in the South 'v"fest 
Canning Basin by A. Wells from four loc':-'llities. A determination 
of the age of three of the four fossil-bearing horizons is 
possible from a study of the flora. 

1. LO,C?.Cllit'y Rn ~--+, situated 360 miles S.E. of P9rt Bedland, 
at Lut. 23°13 s. long. 1230 20'E. Runton four mile sheet 
F51/15, air photo 3/5037. 

Specimero Nos. F21609. 

The following p~ants have been identified from this locality:-

(a) 

( b) 

(c) 

( d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

A frond 
(Figure 
known. 
Ipswich 

of t he fern §.tellQ..l2.~9_rJ:_s __ t.Fj.J2..~I.1..n~~ (Walk) 
1, Plate 1). The range of tllis fern is not 
It occurs in Middle Triassic beds in the 
series in Queensland. (O.P.C. 2840). 

Numerous single leaves of L~uifolium denmeadi 
(Jane's & de Jersey). Thes'e are- \ivell preser-ved-and 
details of the characteristic venation are clearly 
seen. The type specimen for this species.occurs 
in the Ipswich Coal Measuras. The upward range of 
tho species is not recorded. Othor species of the 
genus occur in Jurassic strats. The ago of this 
species can therofore be stated to be Triassic or 
younger. (Figure., 2, Plate 1). - (O.P.O. 28L~1 ). 

Numerous fragments of E~<?£.laQ.'l~l~ (~.1..tes plan.?:. 
Feis~). The rango of this type of frond is Rhaetic­
Jurassic and younger. 

Fragments of lli)ophY~I~~_(yvilJio.ms~mial.J~£.£:t~.Jl Phillips. 
This type of frond is very common in Jurc>ssic strata 
in many parts of the world. It ranges from the Upper 
Triassic. 

Fragments of frond of pi~~ophy~um or Hau~~~~~ SPa 

These ferns occur in I.thaetic and Jurassic strata. 

Fragment of leaf of faen:h..w..~ sp. 

Casts of small round seeds of the C8ypo~t~~~_~y'JL~~ 
type. 

The age of the flor~ in the specimens from 
Rn 63 is Late Triassic or Jurassic. 

2. LO~_ll.li.~ Rn .§.2, si tuate8 2.8 miles H.E. of Rn 63, at 
Lat. 2312'S, Long. 123 22'E. Runton four milo sheet 
F51/15. Airphoto 3/5037. 

SpecimeraNos. F21610. 

The plant remains in the se spocimens are largely 
indeterminate but leaf fragments referable to !:11.l0phillUlQ 
£ecte~ and Elatoc~~dus pl~~~2 are present denoting a .ate 
Triassic or Jurassic age. 

3. LocalitiL,BE 66, situated 1.5 miles Fi.N.E. of Rn 63. 

SpecimensNos. F21611; C.P.C. 2842, 2843. Plate 1 Figure 3; 
Plate 2, Figure 4. 
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The following phmts can be identified:-

( a) Very large numbers of fronds and detached fr&gments 
of Elatocladus ph,)t1.1J..s (Feist.) occur throughout these 
specimens'. 

(b) Fronds of E.:ll..loph¥II~..J2..ecten Phillips. Characteristic 
of Upper Triassic and Jurassic strata. 

(c) Port ions of leave s of Taenio12tey...i.2-. of. olongate Walle. 
Range mainly Rhuetic -. Jurassic. 

(d) !2.CLQ!let~talean Plower Bracts and squamae. CLc..§.doleQ.si~ 
sp. Age Upper Triassic - Jurassic. 

(e) Casts of small round seods of the ~ar20Iith~s circ~l~~~ 
type. Age inaeterminate. 

Thera -are Annelid tracks among the plant 
fossils in these specimens. 

The age of the flora in the specimens from 
Rn 66 is Late Triassic or Jurassic. 

4. Locali ty T.J.1, situated 3 miles south of Well -27 on the 
Canning Stock Route, approximately 365 miles S.E. of 
Port Hedland, at Lat. 22049'S, Long. 1230 38'Z. Tabletop 
four mile sheet, airphoto 12/#/C/5208. 

Specimen No. F21612. Contains only indeterminate stem and 
root impressions. 

90NCLU~IONS 

The age of the beds containing .plant fossils 
at localities Rn 63, Rn 65 and Rn 66 is Upper Triassic or 
Jurassic. It is not possible to determine the age of the fOSSil 
horizon in T 17. 
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Fig. 1 : Sten9J2..teri.~ tripinnE;ta~ 
(Walk.) C.?C. 28"40. 

Fig. 2 : LinB..uir9J-.J.urfL_~nme a di 
Jones & de Jersey. C.P.C. 

2841 , 

r 

Fig. 3 : A. ;s_~toc...ladu§.....Q.l8na (Feist) 
B. Taef~~ .. ~Lt~ cf •. elongat a Walk. 
C. QLca~oleQi~. Benne tit alian flower bract. 

Specimen No. C.P.C. 2843. 
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Fig. 4 A. ~1~t9~~~Vs plan~ (Foist). 
B. Taeni ol2.t E3l' i s cf. elonga~ Walle. 
D. ~tilo~~um pect~Q Phill. 
E. Annelid trac:;,:. 

Specimen No. C.P.C. 2842. 
Half natura l size. 
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