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SUMMARY

This record lists all the available thin
sections of rocks from the Australian Capital Territory
(including Jervis Bay) collected by the Geological Branch
between 1947 and December 1959.^A few slides from nearby
parts of New South Wales are also listed.^Reference to
literature containing descriptions of slides is given wherever
possible.

INTRODUCTION

Between 1947 and 1959 approximately 300 rock
samples from the A.C.T. and environs were sectioned in the
Petrological Laboratory at the reauest of geologists
working mainly on reconnaissance surveys of the Territory.
In some cases, thin sections were not examined in detail
owing to priority of other work, or bec-use the main
requirement was a quick report to supplement examination
of the hand specimen.

It is considered essential that this work be
summarised to facilitate detailed mapping in the future.
The object of this record is to list all thin sections,
together with the locality from which the rock was obtained,
the name given, and a reference to the report or file that
refers to each slide.^The record is therefore complementary
to the index of literature on the geology of the Australian
Capital Territory prepared by Joplin and Tomlinson (Noakes
& Opik, 1954).

The fire in the Bureau Office in 1953 destroyed
some of the slides and hand specimens, and many hand
specimens were not retained before the Museum was established;
this accounts for the absence of some registered rock
numbers from the list.^Other rocks may be lodged in the
Museum, but have not yet been registered.

The locality - from which a specimen has been
obtained is defined by the number of the relevant one inch
series military map (see Fig. 1) and, where possible, the
standard six-figure reference system for military map sheets,
i.e. the first three figures give the casting in hundreds
of yards (hundreds of thousands of yards ignored) and
the last three figures similarly give the northings.

The slides are kept at the Bureau of Ndneral
Resources Laboratory, Gordon Street, Canberra City.^Hand
specimens are retained at the Bureau of Mineral Resources
Museum, Childers Street, Canberra City.

The preparation of slides for routine determination
during reconnaissance surveys has been almost discontinued
by the Canberra group since the introduction of the
prismatic-magnifier in December 1959.^Selected specimens
are cut with the diamond saw to expose a smooth face^this
face is then wet and examined directly with the Leitz
Binocular Prismatic-Magnifier, which has a maximum
magnification of 30.^This procedure has meant quicker
determinations for the geologist, and has reduced the
number of slides to a minimum.
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