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DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURE IN THE lJJstiRAL~" MINERtiL/~W~~

By D.J. Ivcs.

The post-wnr period h~s been one of major oxpansion

in tho Australian mineral industry ma.do posfJiblo by continued oxpend.-

ituro on the development of mining end smelting focilitios. In

rocent years tho bulk of this oxpondituro bes boon in tho iron a.nd

stool industry; in coal mining end in lec.d.-zinc mining nnd

This pattern will chango somer/hat in tho futuro with the

growth of the domestio aluminium industry and increasod expenditure

on oopper and tin. In addition the dovolopment of the Moonie

oilfield ropresents, it is hope~; on~ tho first stage in tho

dovolopment of a signifionnt domestio oil industry.

A tabulation of announced dovelopment projeots in the

Australian minoral induatI'Y is given bolow. Tha amounts of

oxpondituro whoraver possible, have boon obtainod from oomp~

'. souroes. In some oasos where estimates hove boen usod; it is

,

oonsidered tha.t a. ronsona.blo indic~tion of the order of expendituro

involved is given.
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CompB;11'Y

Alcoa of Australia
pty. Ltd.

Comalco Industries
Pty. Ltd.

Locality

J arrahdale and
Kwinana, Yf. A.

Point Henry, Vic..

W'eipa~ Qld.

Gladstone, Qld.

Bell Bay, Tas.

Invercargill; N... Z.

Project

Bauxite mining and. alumina
plant

SInel ting and fabricating
plant

Bau.1Cite mining, port
deve10pment

Expansion of smelting
facilities

.Aluminium smel t er

f,roposed. Expend.iture

,s:. 11 :u.

£5m.

£35m.

£4Om. (?)

Remarks

Bauxite mining operations began at the end of' July 1963. The alumina
plant is due to COJ11rnence operations in October 1963.

'The nevI' srnel ting facilities were commissioned in Aprll 1963; the first
anit of the:abricating plant will be in pilot operation in October 1963.
Total expenditure on this complex is expected to rise to about £4.5rn.
with the dev:::lopment of private pO"ller f'acili ties at Anglesea (Bee Coal).

Expenditure (·f more than £4m. had been incurred by February 1963; the
bulk of this expenditure 'was on port development. Bawdte shipments began
in i~!ay 1963.

A plant with a capacity of 360,000 tons per annum by early 1967 has been
proposed. In August 1963 it was announced that Aloan would participate
in this project and it was suggested that capacity might be lifted to
500,000 tons involving a total capital expenditure of about £45m.

This expansion has been completed anel. capacity has been lifted to 52,000
tons per annum.

Proposed capacity of the smelter is about 120,000 tons, the N.Z. Government
has agreed to finance a po'wer schene at Lake l'.ianapouri but there is some
uncertainty as to the dates of oormnencement and completion of this pro­
ject. {,CO indication of the date of establishment of the smelter has been
given•

each Sands

Gave :Mining and Gave;- N.T.
Indm: trial CoLpor~tj O~~
Ltd.

Laporte Titanium Ltd. Bunbury, Vi .A.

.Australian Ti.ta·: Burnie, Tas.
Products Pty" Ltd.

Rutile and Zircon Belmont, !'I.S. W.
Hines (Newcastle) Ltd.

Associated IvIinerals Hexham, N. S. W.
Consolidated Ltd.,

Bawdte mining, alureL"1a
plant and port aevelcpment

Pigment plant

Ex:pansion of pigment plant

Expansion of mineral treatment
plant

New mineral treatment plant

.f:45m. (?)

£4m.

( e)£L.5m.

( e)ro.6m.

irJ.25m.
(first stage)

The company is exerl1J.n~ng the possibility of establishing an alumina plant
of' 500,000 tons per aJ:1.lUn by the end. of 1970.

This p13.nt will have a c.spacity of 10,000 tons of pigment per annum and.
is due f'or commissioning at the end of 1963.

Expansion of plant capacity by 5,000 tons has been completed.

This expansion is now complete although further expansion may be
necessary in future.

The first stage of the plant "rill be completed by the end. of 1964.

al

In addition to these projeccf' .;eneral expansior. plans .. :L-:cludine' "eve1opment of bulk loading facilities, might involve expenditures of the order of £2.5m. over the next
five years.

Thiess Peabody ~IIi taui. Kianga-Moura, Qld..
Coal Pty. Ltd.

Coal and .Allied
Industries Ltd.

Electricity Commission Vales Point N.S.W.
of N.S. W.

State Mines Control
.Authority

Coal mining development

Development of three n'ew mines

£l.,5m.

(e)£l.5m.

Some development has been completed, including the commissioning of a
£l..7m. walking dragline, but much development is still outstanding
including the building of a 120 mile railway to Gladstone. £.5m. had
been spent by the beginning of 1963.

These mines are being developed to supply fuel to the Vales Point and
IviU!lInorah power stations. The first generator of the Vales Point power
station has b.een commissioned and the Coal and .Allied mine .is in
operation; the Vales Point station will be romp1e.ted in 1967 and the
Eunmorah Sta"tion soon after•
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Company Locality: Remarks-

:.ncreased fuel supply will be necessary and. EOlpallsion of

The bulk c.,f this expenditure will be on a power station but oonsiderable
expenditures wUl be necessary for mining development.

The bulk of-his expenditure (£9Om.) will be on the Hazelwood power station
but considerable expansion of brown cow. production at· IvIorwe1l will be
necessary, :ir:'To1ving e:lqlenditure of about £.30m.

N.3\'! facilities are in operation at Balmain; vyork is proceeding at Pt.Kembla
and oompletion is expected in late 1963; v~rk at Newcastle is still in the
early stages ar..d plalmed completion date is mid-1965.

~~ome work has been done but this project will not be completed. until 1964
iJr 1965.; thl; facilities will also be available to Comalco "When its alumina
plant is buL. t.

About £.35m" of this had been cornmitted. by rnid.-196.3 and it is planned that
expansion will be completed about m:iil-1965. About .mm.. will be spent in
1963/64"

this has included expenditure on the Vales PoL'1.t mines in the past few years.

£11 m.

£50m.

£l..2Cm.

Power station and brown coal
mining equipment

PO'Ner station and brown coal
mining eq).lipment

Mine and. plant expansion

Port development and. harbour .£lOm.
facilities

Port and harbour facilities

Angl esea, Vic.

Morwell, Vic.
Hazelvvood, Vic.

Balrnain, N. S. W.
Pt" Kembla, N.S.W.
Newcastle, H.S.W.

ommonweal th Government)
.s.w. state Gov~~ent)

mmonwealth Governmentj
Queensland State Gladstone, Qld.IGovernment

~tate ELectricity
Commission of'
Yictoria

Alcoa of Aus tralia
t>ty. Ltd.
Ifn addition power st.:..tioi1. c1.evclopment 1Pvolving th~ expenditure of about £9Om. by 1970 ~~s plarmed in Queens18'.1d.;
existing mines is plaxmea.... ProducJ..;:;'(,~1. at Leigh Ok. (S•.A.) is also being expanded for p),Ter requirements.

I

J,onnaJ. capital. expenditure in the N.S.... coal. industry is of the order of £9m. per annum;

L ,Zinc, Tin
I
Mount Isa Mines Ltd..

Copper',

Qo.:mmonwealth Governmentj
Queensland State
1Government

jbar Mines Pty. Ltd.

Depuch Shipping a;J.d.

lIining Co. Ltd.
I
Pelm-VIallsend
Investments Ltd.
I
North Broken Hill
Ltd.
I
Commonwealth Government~

~uth Australian State)IGoverrnnent )

~.H. A. s. Pty. Ltd.

~erfOYle Tin
Development Partner­
$hip

Mt, Isa, Q1d.

Co1:Jrir, N.S.W.

Wh:i.!n Ok., W. A.

Ivanhoe, N.T.

Pt. Pirie, S.A.

Pte Pirie, S.A.

Various areas

Co1linsville-Townsvil1~It..Isa
railway rehabilitation £.3Qro"

:::;--pper mine deve1opmE'nt £6m"

Copper mine development £lIn"

Development of' ~per mine n. a,

New- '3perating shaft £lm.

Standardisation of' line from Broken
Hill to Pt. Pirie £rom,

New blast furnace (e)£2m.

Tin mining developments Ilo a.

This project is partially completed and. is due for completion at the enC. c-:
1964,

Due to begin operations in mid-1965.

:\iine began full scale operations it<. August 196.3.

l\:Ii.lling planned to commence befOre mid-1965.

This shaft was opened :in October 1962.

No date has bEen announced for the commencenent of this project.

'Nark on installation proceeding at present.

Various developments are expected e.g. Greenbushes, 1ft. Cleveland etc.
No expenditure plans ha.ve been announced. .Ardlethan Tin N.L., a public
company in "Which Aberfoyle Hcldings has an L'1.terest) is due to begin
operations in January 1964; capital expenditure involved is of the order
of ro.5m~



Iron and. teel

Locality Project

Capital expenditure in the iron and steel industry by B.H.P. in recent years has been of the order of' £4O-.5Om. per alIDUIU. imrlllal expenditure on mining plant and.
development is some £4.-5m. The bulk of total expenditure in recent years has been on the expansion of the steehmrks at Pt. Kembla and. Newcastle. This work is
noV{ largely completed and in future expenditure will be directed more to other centres such as Vfuyalla (S• .A.) and Kwi...nana Cd. P.. ) where extensive development has
been planned.

l,iajor projects to be completed are the steelworks at Whyalla (by early 1965), ,quarry development and loading facilities at Koolan Is. in Yanpi Sound, and. plant
development and. quarry development at Kwinana and Koo1yanobbing respectively.

In addition to these company developments about £4lm. will be spent on the standardisation of the Kalgoorlie-Kvd.nana railway line, mainly for the purpose of allowing
the transport of iron ore :from Koolyanobbing. Work on this project, which is sponsored by the Commonwealth Gove~ent and the Western Australian state Government,
began in November 1962.

Tentative projects announced for iron ore export deve1.opment are -

Salt

Oil

Hamersley Iron Pty.
Ltd.

Mt. Goldsworthy
1tir.dng Associates

Mineral Min~ and.
Elcports (W.A.) Pty.
Ltd.

Western Mining
Corporation Ltd.
and. Associates

Industrial and :Mining
Investigations Pty.

.Ltd. and Associates

Hooker Investments
Ltd. -Leslie Salt
(U.S.A.)

Shark Bay Salt Pty.
Ltd.

Union Oil Development
iCorporation

lJIoonie Pipeline
Company Pty. Ltd.

Hamersley Ra., "R.A.

IvJ:t.Goldsworthy, W.A.

Scott R., Vi.A.

Tallering Peak, W.A.

Savage R., Tas•

Port Augusta, S.A.

Shark Bay, VI.A.

Moonie, Qld.

Moonie-Brisbane ,
Qld.

Development of solar salt
industry

Development of solar salt
industry

Development of oilfield for
production

Pipeline construction

£l8m.. (?)

£25m. (?)

£l.5m. (?)

£2.2,5m. (?)

m.7~

( e)£l..25m.

The company is examJ.IUng the possibilities of establishing export
:Cacilities (£.30m.), a processing plant (.mm.) and a steelworks
(£40me).

~ort of' ore only involved, with port and town development.

Upgrading and. pelletising plant proposed.

l;iining and possible beneficiation I'acilities.

lIining, beneficiation and possiblJ steelworks involved.

l'he field will produce up to 5JO,000 tons of salt per annum.
Developmento:.' the field y,ill ~ost £2m., and bulk loading :Cacllities
.£L ..1nk Operations are due to jegin in 1967 c:r 1968.

This field will produce 250 ,OJ() tons of salt per annum by J.965.

The drilling of wells subsequent to the initial discovery well is
estimated to have cost about .£l..25m.

The pipeline will have an initial capacity of 10,000 b.p.d.;
conmissioning date is Jamiar-.:r 1964.
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