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With the growth of Canberra as the national capital and centre of the

region, the rate of construction of large public and commercial buildings in

which natural stone is used has increased markedly.

The Bureau of Mineral Resources, in conjUnOtiOn with the National

Capital Development Commission, has set up a card index to record . the use of

stone in Canberra buildings,monumentsl and engineering structures such as

bridges. In the index, which it is hoped to maintain as up-to-date as possible,

as much information as can be obtained about each use of stone is recorded.

In addition it is hoped, as opportunity presents, to carry out the

necessary examination and tests of samples of all types of stone used commer-

cially in Canberra, and to describe the petrography and physical properties

of each type of stone in use. The purpose of the .testing of.Commerciailyused.

building stone is to.determine the properties and'qUeaities i that are most .

desirable in stone to be used for various purposes, and so to be in a position

to evaluate as-yet-unproved stone from new sources.

The index of stone used in Canberra is compiled both for its public

interest and as a record against which the in-service performance of the stone

used can be checked. The appended list is made available at this stage in

order to make the information collected to October 1966 available to those

interested. The list is known to be incomplete. It is hoped, from time to

time, to issue new lists and to give an account of the physical properties and

petrography of stone examined.

Few buildings in Canberra use stone as the main structural material.

Three examples of buildings that do are:

Church of St. John the Baptist, Reid; .

Saint Ninian's . Presbyterian Church, Lyneham - original structure only, and the

Church of All Saints, Ainslie, which was originally the railway station at

Rookwood Cemetery, near Sydney, and was re-erected in Ainslie during

1958 and 1959.



Where stone is used in modern buildings it is rarely used as a structural

Material, its main purpose being ornamental. The most Common uses are as

exterior cladding (commonly for the base course only), paVing and interior

feature walls. The list includes monuments and engineering structures built

of, or faced with, natural stone; it is hoped eventually to include major

public paved areas. Reconstructed stone and exposed aggregate, both of which

use natural stone - often carefully selected for durability, colour and

texture - are widely used in Canberra but are not recorded in the accompanying

list.

It would not have been possible to compile the list of building stones

without the co-operation of many people connected with the building industry.

The willing co-operation of architects - both private and Departmental -

builders and suppliers of building stone, is gratefully acknowledged.
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