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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE MESOZOIC PALAEONTOLOGY 

OF AUSTRALIA AND EASTERN NEW GUINEA 

by 

S.K. Skwarko 

Records 1968/16 

The lar€6r Australian fossils of Mesozoic a€6 have been the 

subject of study by palaeontologists, British and Australian alike, for 

the l;ast hundred and ten years. If we take the number of papers pub­

lished during any decade on these fossils as a rou~h guide, it would 

appear, that interest in them has been maintained fairly steadily 

throughout this whole period. The topic has, however, not only never 

been exhausted, but during the last few years has attracted an even 

greater number of students. 

It would seem, on the one hand, that we are on the threshold 

of further discoveries, while, on the other, much revisional work still 

remains to be done. Indeed, even at this moment Mesozoic faunas are 

being revised and new ones described. Stratigraphic units which contain 

them are named, dated, and correlated with each other or their sequences 

established. The status, a€6, and correlation of long established units 

are being revised. Thus the time is not yet ripe for a summary of our 

knowled€6, though it may be considerable. 

R.W. Day, Australian National University, and P.J.G.Fleming, 

Queensland Geological Survey, are currently working on Cretaceous marine 

macrofossils of the Great Artesian Basin in Queensland; N.H. Ludbrook, 

Geological Survey of South Australia, has recently published work on 

similar fossils from the South Australian portion of the Great Artesian 

Basin; I have tackled the Cretaceous faunas in the Northern Territory 

(Skwarko, 1967), and currently in Western Australia and Queensland; the 

revision of the marine Jurassic faunas of Western Australia is under way. 

But it is in the Triassic that the most spectacular discoveries have been 
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made in the last few years. Recently, Dickins and McTavish (1963) announced 

the discovery of the first marine fauna of Triassic age from the Australi.an 

continent. Shortly afterwards Denmead (1964) announced, and Fleming (1966) 

described, Lower Triassic fauna from Queensland, while I described the 

first marine macrofaunas from New Guinea mainland (Skwarko, 1967). 

It is because of this expanded interest in .the local Mesozoic 

faunas that it seems desirable to provide as many aids to study as possible. 

It is hoped that the bibliography which is presented below willdfone such 

aid. In the following pages I have listed all the publications known to 

me which describe, list, indeed only mention Mesozoic fossils of the larger 

type both in Australia and New Guinea. For the ease of reference the 

bibliography is both in the alphabetical and chronological order, and 

fossils which it covers exclude only the micro-organisms, both the marine 

and the non-marine, and the plant remains. This bibliography will, in 

time, be published in a Bureau of Mineral Resources Bulletin and the 

reason foT. its present form is to afford opportunity to add to lists any 

references which may have been omitted. I would be grateful for any 

help in this matter. 
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