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(RESTRICTED - for use within BMR & GSPNG only)

The purpose of this note is to present a comparative table of
the various schemes of subdivision of the Cainozoic which are currently
in use in Papua New Guinea. In the table the East Indies Letter
Classification stages (based on larger Foraminifera) and the Planktonic
Foraminiferal zones are related to the standard Cainozoic epochs, Papuan;
Indonesian and European stages, and the radiometric time scale. It should
be noted that these correlations are subject to revision as more data beconie
available. The schemes of Adams (1970) and Clarke and Blow (1969) are in

general agreement with the exception that Adams equates lower Tf stage

with middle Miocene whereas Clarke and Blow equate lower Tf with lower

_mi:dd:ler »Miggcger;y_e. Radiometric age determinations (Page and-McDougall, -
1970) show that lower Tf stage falls almost exactly in the middle of the
Miocene. Thus Adams' usage seems more logical though not necessarily

more widely accepted.

~ The East Indies Letter Classification stages are referred to in
several ways. The niost commonly used fo’rm is "upper Tf", "lower Te",
" Tal", " Taz", " Ta3" et'c_. Some authors prefer ".Tertiary upper f"
(f italicized) and others prefer "Tertiary upper "f" stage" (f in quotation

marks).

'We'suggest that if the East Indies Stages or Planktonic Foraminiferal

- zones are referred to in a report, there should be some note of explanation

either in the form of a correlative table or a reference to a standard

publication (see Bibli_ograiphy)._



/ i ;
----------

-2-

BIBLIOGRAPHY

ADAMS, C.G., 1970 - A reconsideration of the East Indian Letter
Classification of the Tertiary. Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. (Geol),
19(3), 137 p.

BERGGREN, W.A., 1969 - Cenozoic stratigraphy, planktonic foraminiferal

zonation and the radiometric time scale. Nature, 224, 1 072-5. -

BLOW, W.H., 1969 - Late Middle Eocene to Recent planktonic foraminiferal
biostratigraphy in Bronnemann, P., and Renz, H H., (eds), Proc. 1st
Internat. Conf. Planktonic Microfossils, Geneva, 1967, v. 1, 1 99-421,
‘plates 1-54. | ' - | '

, BOLLI,'H.M.,‘ 1966 - Zonation of Cretaceous to Pliocene marine sediments

based on planktonic Foraminifera. Boll. Inf. Assoc. Venezolana Geol.
Min. Petr., 9(1), 3-32. |

CLARKE, W.J., and BLOW, W.H., 1969 - The inter-relationships of some
late Eocene, Oligocene and Miocene Foraminifera and planktonic
biostratigraphic indices. Proc. 1st Internat. Conf. Planktonic Micro-

fossils, Geneva, 1967, v. 2, 82-97. .

PAGE, R.W., and McDOUGALL, 1., 1970 - Potassium argon dating of
“the Tertiary f1-2 stage in New Guinea and Ai_ts' bearing on the geological

time scale. Amer. J. Sciv., 269, 321-42.

VLERK, I.M. van der, & UMBGROVE, J.H.F., 1927 - Tertiaire Gidsforam-
iniferen van nederlandsch oost-Indie. Wet. Meded. Dienst. Mijn. Ned. -
~ Oost. Indie, 6, 1-31.




¢
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