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. (RESTR1CTED - for use within BMR & GSPNG only) 

The purpose of this note is to present a comparative table of 

the various schemes of subdivision of the qainozoic which are currently 

in use in Papua New Guinea. In the table the East Indies Letter 

Classification stages (based on larger Foraminifera) and. the Planktonic 

Foraminiferal zones are related to the standard Cainozoic epochs, Papuan, 

Indonesian· and European stages, and the radiometric time scale. It should 

be noted that these correlations are subject to revision as more data become 

available. The schemes of Adams (1970) and Clarke and Blow (1969) are in. 

general agreement with the exception that Adams equates lower Tf stage 

with middle Miocene whereas Clarke and Blow equate lower Tf with lower 

middle _M !()~en~e .HC!dipllletri(!. a,ge .. dete rminations.(Page. and" McDougaU, 

1970) show that lower Tf stage falls almost exactly in the middle of the 

M·locene. Thus Adams' usage seems more logical though not necessarily 

more widely accepted. 

The East Indies Letter Classification stages are referred to in 

several ways. The most commonly used form is "upper TI", "lower Te", 

"Ta" "Ta" "Ta" etc Some authors prefer "Tertiary upper f" l' 2' 3 .. . -
(f italicized) and others prefer" Tertiary upper "f" stage" (f in quotation 

marks). 

. We suggest that if the East Indies stages or Planktonic Foraminiferal 

zones are referred to in a report, there should be some note of explanation 

efther in the form of a correlative table or a reference to a ·standard 

publication (see Bibliography). 
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