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Abstract

German stéff of the Mission of the Sacred Heart in the Rabaul
area of northeastern New Britain, Papua New Guinea; observed the
explosive eruptions of Vulcan and Kaia (Tavurvur) volcanoces in late
May and early June 1937. The missionaries also played a major role in
setting up an evacuation camp at.their mission headquarters at Vunapope
for several thousand refugees from Rabaul and surrounding agéas. Letters,
accounts based on the letters, and additional articles by che missionaries
were published in 1937 in Ehe German mission journals Hiltruper Monatshefte
and Liebfrauen Monatshefte. Translations of these reports provide a
substantial addition to the English-language regord of the 1937 Rabaul

eruptions.
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INTRODUCTION

The 1937 eruptions of Vulcan and Kaia volcanoes in the hafbour
at Rabaul, northeastern New Britain (Fig. 1), caused the deaths of more
than 500 people. They also led to the temporary evacuation of the town's
population - mainly to Vunapope, near Kokopo, 18 kr southeast of Rabaul
(Fig. 2), where German staff of the Mission of the Sacred Heart (MSC - a Roman
Catholic order, Missionarii Sacratissimi Cordis, whose international headquarters

are in Rome) ran an evacuation camp for several thousand refugees.

The 1937 eruptions were widely reported in newspapers and
magazines of the day - particularly in Australia and Germaﬁy. However, the
only published scientific account of the eruptions is by N.H. Fisher who
included it in his authoritative description pf the volcanic geology Qf
the Rabaul area*. Fisher did not observe the 1937 activity himself, but
compiled his narrative shortly after the eruptions, using information
obtained from interviews with people who had been in and around Rabaul during
the activity (see Appendix). | However, accounts of the eruptions were also

published by the MSC missionaries.

ThevMSC accounts are little known, and were mainly in the form of
letters, written in German, to mission district headquarters at Hiltruip,
near Munster, Westphalia. They were published, in German, in 1937
in &olume 54 of. the monthly mission iournal Hiltruper Monatshefte. The
letters were also used as sources for secondary {and ther2-fore less
authoritative) accounts written by anonymous compilers and published in

volume 54 of another MSC journal, Liebfrauen Monatshefte®%*. The eruptions

* Fisher, N.H., 1939 - Geology and volcanology of Blanche Bay, and the
surrounding area, New Britain. Territory of New Guinea Geological

Bulletin 1, 68 p.

*% The international ordér of the Mission of the Sacred Heart is divided
into. 'Provinces', two of which are known as the North German and South-
German/Austrian Provinces. Both Provinces have their own monatshefte:
the one of the North German Province is Hiltruper Monatshefte, and the
orie of the South-German/Austrian Province is Liebfrauen Monatshefte
(A. Escher, personal communication, 1980).
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and their after—cffects were described in the July, September, and October
issues of each monatshefte, whereas reports in the November issues dealt
more with general aspects of volcanoes in New Britain, and were presumably

included by editors on the grounds that readers were interested to hear more

about volcanic activity in New Britain.

This BMR Report contains translations of all ten of the articles
on the Rabaul eruptions and New Britain volcamnoes that appeared in the

monatshefte. Bibliographic details for each article are as follows.

Hiltruper Monatshefte volume 54:

Short reports (July issue - no. 7, p.l173).
Volcanic erupticns (September issue - no. 9, p.216-226).
Rabaul under the spell of Kiai (October issue - no. 10, p.240-253).

A ‘few phenomena associated with the volcanic eruption in

Rabaul (November issue - no. 11, p.271).

Liebfrauen Monatshefte volume 54:

Volcanic eruption in our mission field of Rabaul (July issue -

no. 7, p.192-193).
A volcano rises out of the sea (September issue - no. 9, p.240-249).

Night of terror beneath the roaring volcano (October issue - no. 10,

p.275-279).
Buried under mud and ash (October issue - no. 10, p.280-282).
'New 1life blooms in the ruins' (October issue - no. 10, p.282-284).

Volcanoes old and new {(November issue - no. 11, p.308-313).

None of the authors of the ten articles were volcanolo%ists,
Nevertheless, the accounts of the Rabaul eruptions in Hiltruper Monatshefte,

in particular, are of considerable scientific interest in that they



represent eye—witness accounts of the eruptions. The accounts are also

a dramatic'recofd of the fear and panic generated in the local population

by the eruptions, and of the vital role undertaken by the Mission of the

Sacred Heart during and after the activity. The accuracy of the eye-witness
accounts may be judged as very good by comparing them with the content of

the eruption narrative given by Fisher, reproduced in the Appendix. However, three

aspects of the Hiltruper accounts need to be mentioned.

(1) The introductory paragraph to tﬁe first account, Short Reports,
contains the statement that three volcanoes were in eruption during the
first few days of June. In fact, only two Qolcanoes - Vulcan and Kaia -
were active, aud most of the activity was in late May. These and other errors
in the same account almost certainly derived from inaccurate newspaper

reporting immediately after the eruption, and they are not repeated in the later

~articles.

| (2) Pumice derived from Vulcan floated on the waters of Rabaul
|
harbour giving the impression that new land had been created and that the
harbour had been blocked. These early false impressions were soon corrected,

however, when the buoyant nature of the pumice was recognised and when the

pumice rafts began to break up and disperse.

(3) Father Scherhag, writing from New Ireland, mentioned in the
article Rabaul in the Grip of Kaia, his belief in the existence of an
underground connection between Rabaul and the volcanic island of Lihir

east of New Ireland (Fig. 1). There is no gedlogical evidence for such a

connection.

Many of the place names used by the MSC missionaries in their
accounts, and shown in Figures 1 and 2, are different to those found on the

modern 1:50,000-scale maps of the Rabaul area (post—1970 QASCO sheets Watom,




Blanche Bay, and Varzin) or in the Papua New Guinea Gazetteer (1974,
Department of Lands, Surveys and Mines, Port Moresby). For example: Kaia
is better known today as Tavurvur (see also Fisher 1939) or Matupi (not to
be confused with Matupit Island); the 1937 localities Valaur, Toluvir,
and Rapui are not to be found on the modern maps. Spellings have changed
too: Malaqunan is now lMalaguna; Vunakanao is Vunakanau; Kamanacham is
Kamanakam; Qunahba is Gunanba; and so on. Most of the settlement

names are of poorly definad areas rather than specific villages, so

settlement names in Figure 2 are not shown relative to single points.

Translations of the captions to the photographs that accompany
several of the articles ar. also given in the following, but‘not the
photographs themselves because of the microfiche format of this report.
However,'reagonably clear xerox copiés of the photographs are included in
the copies of volume 54 of Hiltruper Monatshefte and Liebfrauen Monatshefte

housed in the Bureau of Mineral Resources Library, Canberra.

Original copies of the monatshefte are, to our knowledge, not
available in Austvalia. We had access to the copies housed in the library
of the Mission of the Sacred Heart headquarters at Vunapope,
and we are grateful to the Father Superior, A. Escher, MSC, for generously
allowing us to copy them in Canberra. The monatshefte came to the attention
of one of us (RWJ) in 1979 when sorting out the effects of the late
R.J.S. Cooke, Senior Government Volcanologist, at the Volcanological
Obsexrvatory in Rabaul. This observatory was set up as a direct result
of the 1937 eruptions, and at the present dav serves as a centre for

volcanic surveillance of the Rabaul area and for volcanological operations

throughout Papua New Guinea.
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EXTRACTS FROM HILTRUPER

MONATSHEFTE VOLUME 54

Short reports

The area of our South Seas Mission (former Bismarck Archipelago)
is rich in active and extinct volcanoes. During the first days of June
[sic] the capital of the island New Britain fell victim to the sudden
eruption of three [gsic] fire-spitting mountains. Our picture shows the

volcanoes 'Mother', 'Kaia', and 'South Daughter' near Rabaul.

Apostolic Vicariate of Rabaul (South Seas):

During the first days of June the German newspapers reported
the destructive volcanic eruptions on the island of New Britain.
Europapress reports:
Sydney, 1 June: The town of Rabaul in New Britain (former German colony)
was visited by a natural catastrophe. Nearly 5000 were rendered homeless
by sudden volcanic eruptions. The eruptions still continue and have
buried whole stretches of road under stones and ash and rendered all
traffic impossible. The native town suffered the most. There was panic.
The inhabitants fled to the nearest town of Kokopo. The authorities at
once tobk the necessary steps to feed 5000 people and to find emergency

accommodation for them. Seven-hundred white people are among those

affected by the disaster.

‘ Sydney, 4 June: On Wednesday the third volcano on the island of New
Britain in the Mandated Territory of New Guinea erupted and added to

the destruction in Rabaul and its surroundings [sicl. The town has



been much affected by the continuing eruption of the third I[sic] volcano
and it looks as if it had just been excavated. Numerous houses have

been burnt out I[sicl and collapsed. Numerous ships were destroyed in the
harbour [sic], whose exit was nearly blocked. Up till now only one death is
reported. According to a report from the Administrator this was of a
photographer who was taking pictures half way up the volcano just before

the eruption. According to the Adﬁinistrator the population of Rabaul,
who took refuge in a neighbouring place, may well be able to return in

a fortnight. The volcanoes have ceased to erupt and clearing-up

operations are in full swing.

Sydney, 7 June: According to the first reports the volcanic erupticns
may have caused several hundred deaths. - The exact figure is not yet
known. Most of the dead are women and small children who were unable to
escape from the daﬁger zone because of the suddenness of the eruption.
Although the three [sic] volcanoes are quiet, the inhabitants of the

town do not yet dare to return.

Hiltrup: Telegram received on 8 June from our mission in Coogee
(Australia): '"'Vesters wires: All Rabaul missionaries saved. Filbrey" -
a telegram from the Nélting company in Hamburg on 7 June: "All saved.

Six stations damage to houses and goods. = Damage appears greater than

first thought".

According to these reports, which we expect will be later
amplified and which we will communicate to our readers, the families of
our missionaries need not be anxious about them. The Mission has a
church with an Australian Father and a school with Australian Sisters
in the disaster-stricken town of Rabaul, about 30 km from the main . ission

at Vunapope. These missionaries have also escaped, according to the



above reports. We wish to thank the Sacred Heart of Jesus for having

taken the work of the Mission under its protect 'on during the dreadful

catastrophe.

Volcanic eruptions

On 25 July we received the first shocking accounts of the
terrible volcanic ertition in the harbour of Rabaul (New Britain) about:

which we gave a short. report in our July issue: we reproduce fthem here.

. Account from Rev. Fr K. Schliter, M.S.C.

Vunapope, | June 1937

The formerly German Bismarck Archipelago (South Sea) where the
German missionaries of the Sacred Heart (Hiltrup) have their most
flourishing mission field is known to be a volcanic and earthquake area.
The last volcanic eruption took place in the year 1878 in close proximity
tc present-day Rabaul, the seat of government of the Australian mandate
of New Guinea. At that time a new small crater, the so~called Kéia,
was formed, at the foot of the 'Mother'. (The three craters 'North

Daughter', 'Mother', and 'South Daughter' enclose Rabaul harbour from

north to east.)

At the time of that eruption a small island also appeared in
the sea to the south of Rabaul; this was Vulcan Island, so-called, which
now formed the focus for the new eruption of 29 May. I will describe

briefly the events of the last few days, as I myself experienced them.



On 23 May at”jbout 16.30 hours we were standing on the verandah
of the Fathers' house Ligh up in Vunapope. A Fathe; drew my attention
to a piilar of cloud f&ethe northwest, which was becéming enormous énd
~resembled a vast caul{flower. I thought at once of a volcanic eruption,
especially as there hég been constant earth tremors the whole day,‘and
on the previous day a particularly stréng earthquake,>which had caused
one of our houses in Kafavia to collapse. (At midday cur people had left
Karavia where we have our small boat-yard, as the underground growling
and thundering was too siﬁister). We iﬁmediately alertéd the
Fr Pfocurator and drove with the Bishop and thg(Fr Superior in the
direction of the eruption. A short way behind Raluana there waé a clear
view of the new'cone. . We had to stop there,yas a hail of pumice in the
form of minute balls was beginning. A terrible and beautiful sight lay ..
before us. Pitch—blaék maééeé of ash were shooting up in all directions
like great arrows to a height of over 1000 m, to fall éiowly’back again
and build up a considerable mountain. Massive‘hot stones shot down like
cometé, leaving a white plume of smoke behind them and sending up great
‘splashes in the sea. Lightning flashed continuously and thunder growled
and cracked. We heard from eye-witnesses Fhat the first eruption occurred-
in the sea at the northwest end of Vulcan Iéland. We saw how the clouds
of smoke and light ash, spiralling up slowly to a height of geveral
thousand metres, were carried B?‘the prevailing southeast wind mainly cver
the area between Karavia and Malaqunan. Nothing could be seen of Rabaul
as the eruption’c}oud blocked the view of the whole harbour. In spitg
of the heavy rain of ash it was possible to observe clearly constant
new outbréaks of new masses of debris in the direction of Matupit, so
that it seemed as if the whole harbour of Rabaul would be cut off. Near

to the newly-formed island we saw a white sail, which soon vanished again.



We heard later that this boat was fetching from the island the white
man who acted as supervisor of the quarantine station there. The

‘watives are said to have been able to swim to land, while the white man

was missing.

As the rain of pumice was getting heavier, we soon turned back
to Vunapope. At that moment a request arrived from the police in Kokopo
to send oﬁr pinnaces to Nodup in order to bring to Vunapope the population
of Rabaulywho had fled there. I sailed with them and as a precaution I
took with me the holy oils and baptismal water. We found our waylénly
with the aid of the lightning flashes which shot through the pitch black
darkness unceasingly'and framed the monstféus cloud of smoke. At Nodup
the whole coast was lit up by the clear light of car lambs. We took
about 2bo Europeaﬁs‘and Asians on board the pinnaceé. The rest had to
‘wait’for our return. During the whole night our pinnaces went to and
fro and brought to Vunapope and Kokopo the people, covered with ash, who
had barely escaped with only their lives. There wefe moving stories.
Shock and terror still showed in the faces of many who had seen death

before their eyes. One mother was mourning for her child which had

been buried in the ash,

Sunday 30 May.‘ Vunapope was overflowing with people of all

races. We were able to provide some sort of food and shelter for them
all. The 'Azerkaze' and th; 'Kwonchow' and the American steamship
'Golden Bear' sucéeeded in getting out of Rabaul, covered with a layer

" of ash 10-15 cm thick. The Australian bassenger steamer 'Montoro' was
-summoned to help by a wireless message. Somewhatvlater the largé

plantation pinnaces 'Muruk' and 'Induna Star' arrived.
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Everyone was helping in the work of rescue. The patients from

the white Hospital in Namanula are well lodged and cared for with us.

I arranged with our Bishop and the Fr Superior to go to the
catechists' school at Taliligqap. The pupilé had already fled to Vunapope
the day before. This station lies at about 300 m and gives a splendid
view of Blanche Bay. So we could observe the eruption and the terribly‘
’altered region‘from this comparatively safe place. When there was a

~momentary pause in the hail of ash and stones, it could be seen clearly
that the most severely affected region between Karavia and Malaqunan was
covered by a layer of ash df presumably several metres depth, above which
occasional stumps of trees projected. The burnf-out hull of the
Carpenter's ship 'Duro' [Durour] showad us the place where our boat-yard

had stood only the day before.

Suddenly - at exactly 13 hours - we noticed a small white cloud
over the small crater of Kaia (to the right of Matupit). The eruption
followed only a second later. | A black mass of stones and ash shot
1000 m straight up into the air. Shortly afterwards we could see the
splashes-of the Boulders into the sea. It recalled pictures of naval
batﬁles; except that here there were several hundreg splashes. I

!@stimite that the water shot up 30-40 m. The clouds rose up even

higher above the crater and then slowly sank over Matupit and Rabaul.

At that moment two pinnaces belonging to the Adventists, lyiﬁg off Matupit,
‘which were ready to sail, did set sail and fortunately escaped destruction.
On the ridge between Tavui-liu and Taliliqap we came into the direct area
of the thunderstorm. flash after flash of lightnihg shone before us |

followed by ear-splitting thunder. On the way back we met the Sisters

and pupils of the girls' boarding school at Tavui-liu, who had fled by
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night to Vunakanao. The road was full of fleeing natives, who had
grim stories to tell. Most of the dead seem to be in Valaur. Many
described how their mothers or fathers collapsed at their side mortally

wounded by heavy stones.

Monday 31 May. Vunapope is like an army camp. Yesterday

evening the 'Montoro' arrived with 500 refugees, most of whom are being
sent on to safe areas. Order is gradually being established in our
refugee camp. Our pinnacés have to be at the disposal of the authorities
and our food store has been officially commandeered. As the rain of ash
has ceased over Rabaul itself, it 1s possible to get at the provision
stores there and to bring enough food over the hill to Nodup, from where
the pinnaces bring it to Vunapbpe. So at the moment there is no food

shortage. Furthermore, warships and food ships have been summoned

by telegraph.

All day 1ong‘the Host is exposed in the Cathedral andkprayers
are said. How many Europeans, Asians and kanakas have learnt to pray
during these days! May God preserve the poor country from further
disaster! It is not yet known how méﬁy have died, as it is not yet

possible to reach the actual places which have been struck by the

eruption, because of the undiminished activity of the volcano. Up to
the present the names of about 30 native dead are known. But there are
certainly more dead. Very many are still missing. About five whites

are also still missing. Our Fathers and Sisters at Malaqunan,
Rakunai, Tavui-liu, Kabaira and Ramalmal have endured terrible hours,
days and nights filled with the terror of death. Many thought they

would not escape with their lives.
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Today at abont 1 o'clock the Administrator, who happened to be
in New Guinea, arrived by plane. The aeroplane flew several times over
Vunapope and the disaster area and then landed on the just-completed

airstrip at Vunakanao.

Meantime the new cone has grown into a considerable mountain

of 250-300 m.

2. Account by Rev. Fr Provincial Konrad Hepers, M.S.C.

Vunapope, 2 June 1937

Dear Fr Superior,

Tﬁe telegram from Msgr Vesters will have reassured you
regarding the personnel of the mission. ‘The eruption of the volcano
which lies opposite Karavia on the line Vunapope-Malaqunan, has continued
without interruption since Saturday. Thank God it is a sea volcano,
otherwise the destruction would have been much greater! On Sunday
afternoon at 13 hours the volcano at the foot of the 'Mother' behind Matupit
also suddenly erupted. It has been quiet since 1878. So the two active

volcanoes stand facing each other. What the one did not reach, the

other destroyed.

It is a grim but interesting spectacle that we have from Vunapope
directly before our eyes at about 2 km distance. Vunapope 1is like a vast
army camp since everyone flees here: whites, Chinese, kanakas. On
Sunday and Mbﬁday there were about 10,000 refugees here who were at first
fed from our own store and then by the authorities, who directed ships

here. All the provisions go through our stores.
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Our buildings are simply packed out with people. All our ships
are on the move day and night, fetching refugees and provisions. We
ourselves are in a constant state of readiness; for the wind has only to
- change, as a reshlt of the eruptions and the terrible éontinous thunder-
storms, for the wﬁole of Vunapope to be lost. Clouds of sulphur ;each as
far as this. The eruptions are accompanied‘by continuous slight
earthquakes. 1In case of emergency Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and
inhabitants of our institutions (about 600) are already allotted to our
ships. The Fathers and Brothers would be taken to New Ireland. On
Saturday the catechists' school at Taliligap was also evacuated: at first

they came here, but moved yesterday to Tapo.

Places that have suffered very badly: Rabaul, Malaqunan,
Ramalmal, Vﬁnavavar, Rakunai, Tavui—liu,.Kabaira, Vurvur (plantation)
[Vuvu] and Ratogor, I have visited so far: Rakunai, Tavui-liu, Kabaira,

Vurvur and Ratogor. A dismal sight!

The other stations cannot be reached at the moment, as the sea
route is blocked and the roads destrdyed. The folldwing have suffered
less: Matupit - as the rain of lava blew over it so rapidly towards
Rabaul and Malaqunan ~ Vunakanac (plantation), Vunalam [Vunalama] and
Volavolo. It is not yet known whether Mandres (plantation) and the
Bainigg coast have suffered. We saw from Kabaira yesterday that a thick
haze of ash hung err them, but it may not be as bad as it appeared to be.

Nothing has as yet happened to any of the other stations.

The reports from the rescued Fathers and Sisters are heart-
rending. They often looked death in the face. The only one not with us
so far is Fr Wendl from Ramalmal. He is still there and wrote a note

to Fr Halt in Volavolo "All right here, but no foodl!" [In English in
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originall. We could not get to him yesterday, as the road from
Ratogor to Volavolo has been destroyed by two great fissures in the earth.

He himself may yet come to Volavolo and we have accordingly sent him

directions by a kanaka.

At the moment there is no wind, so that the ejected lava and mud
are falling fairly straight back to earth. In twe days the volcano has
reached a height of over 200 m above sea level. There is a danger that
Rabaul harbour may be completely closed off by this new mountain which
reachés the 'Beehives', as well as by sandbanks. The sandbanks rose
out of‘the sea within five minutes, when the crater behind Matupit also
became active. I observed this event with my own eyes in Taliliqap
from the heights overloocking the new crater. I enclose a sketch of the

situaticn at Rabaul harbour.

On Sunday morning I tried to get to Fr Laufer at Rakunai,
in order to take part in the procession there and to hold a visitation
in connection with it. In Vunapope it was assumed that Rakunai was out
of danger. But it was impossible to get further than Taliliqap. So I
drove, with Br Hermann, to Vunakanao, where we met Fr Bdgershausen
and four Hiltrup Sisters from Tavui-liu, who had escaped in time. The
Sisters had wandered about the whole night in the rain of mud and ash;
they were covered with dirt from head to foot and had only saved what they
had on them. Fr Bogershausen equally! Vunzkanao had some ash fall
and such frightful thunderstorms as I have never befofe experienced.
The lightning was striking the coconut palms about 100 m away. In

addition there is an uncanny growling in the crater behind us.
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We heard that Fr Laufer, with his people, was at Vunalama,
a station near Tavui-liu. But we did not find him there. Kanakas told
us that he was on the way Fo Vunadidir on foot. We found him half way
there.4 He was staggering through the wet kunai grass in shirt and torn
trousers and with completely worn-out shoes. He had nothing else with
| him. He had fled from the confessional and had discarded his soutane on
the way. His people had taken flight with him - through lava-mud a metre
deep! We brought him to Vunadidir and then drove in a frightful storm
throughvkunai fields and coconut plantations back to Vunakanao. In the
meantime’Msgr Vesters and Fr Superior Zwinge had also arrived there.

I had already had the Sisters taken to Vunapope in my car, and also

Fr Laufer, who was completely”exhausted.

With Msgr Vesters, Fr Supgrior, Fr BOgershausen and Br Lembeck
I then dr e to Tavui-liu; we had fo leave the car on the way and
continue on foot. The station was covered by a deep layer of pumice-
lavs and mud, but the buildings were still standing. In Tavui-liu one
is almost directly above the lower-lying sea crater. There 1

experienced a scene of volcanic eruption which I shall never forget in my

whole life.

As the Karavia volcano is still active, while Kaia behind
Matupit is only pouring out clouds of smoke, nothing final can be said
at the moment. We are hoping that things will gradually calm down,

as the terrible storms have stopped since yesterday and the earthquakes

are getting less.

Today or tomorrow we expect four warships to renew food and

medical supplies which are running out by degrees. There seem to have

been only a few deaths among the whites and Chinese; among the natives
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perhaps 100-200. Most could get away, as the eruptions only gradually

became catastrophic. Among the mission stations Tavui-liu and Malaqunan

seem to have the most dead, but not many there either.

A burning problem for the mission will be to resettle the natives
whose villages and plantations are destroyed. It is not likely that

Rakunai can be re-opened; as for Ramalmal, Tavui-liu and Malaqunan, it is

still doubtful.

I have at the moment too little time and leisure to give an
orderly detailed account. I have, however, taken notes during the whole
of the disaster so as to give a complete picture later, and I have also
asked the misssionaries concerned to put their personal experiences in
writing which will certainly produce further interesting and moving

particulars of this dreadful event.

3. Letter frem Rev. Fr Superior Hermann Zwinge, M.S.C.

Vunapope, 6 June 1937

Dear Fr Weber,

You will be eager to hear more about the recent eruption in
Rabaul harbour. The result of the eruption is a new moqntain on Vulcan
Island, 300 m high. When Kaia erupted in 1878 and formed Jakupia [pame
of 1878 crater], this island appeared close to the opposite shore near
Karavia. Since then there has been no further eruption at the northern
end of New Britain. Around 1905 'Father' Ulavun must have worked hard,
and in 1912 the Sileh crater on Lolobau Island; in 1918 Pago devastated
the region in central Nakanai where Fr Schweiger is now WOrkiﬁg. [Ulavun,
Lolobau Island, and Pago are volcanoes on the central-north coast of

New Britain, west of area shown in Figure 1].
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On Friday 28 May there was a severe earthquake shock which was
followed continuously by others. The earthquakes continued all night and
became stronger the next morning, especially in Karavia. About 10 o'clock
they became so sinister that the Brothers who were working in our boat-yard,
left the place. Between the shore and the island, about 200 m, land
appeared; then the sea began to seethe. A boat and a canoe which were
near the place, tried to escape; the canoe got away, the boat wvaniched in
the turmoil, but the four crew managed to get to shore. At length at
four in the afternoon all Hell broke loose: a gigantic pillar of cloud,
and soon after that monstrous masses of ash and stopes and wet pumice-mud,
which at first fell on Karavia, Tavana, Tavui-liu, Rakunai and Malaqunan,
then veered to the north and covered the capital Rabaul. ) Explosion
followed explosion, and the cloud{became ever larger, and went westwards
over Toluvir, Vunavavar, Ramalmal, Vunapéka; Ratogor, Kabaira and skirted
the big plantations in Weberhafen: even in Mandres and Vunamarita pumice

was lying several centimetres deep.

All our stations had prepared the;r Corpus Christi processions;
most of the people were already gathered together and took refuge in the
churches. Fr Nollen and the Sisters and people in Malaqunan endured
deadly anxiety, as they were shrouded in darkness and also suffered
severely from the sulphur fumes. They left the staticn the following
morning in order to flee to Volavolo. This station is protected by
Balanataman (North Daughter) and only had a little ash fall.  The
villages behind Karavia suffered‘the most. The people could not escape:
the houses féll in and buried their occupants; a hail of stones mowed
down the refugees; the heavy rain of ash broke down the coconut palms,
the breadfruit trees, the almond, banana and papaya trees. More than

200 natives perished there. In Tavui-liu and Rakunai the Fathers with
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their people took to flight immediately in the direction of Vunalama

and Vunadidir. The rain of ash followed them and they wandered about

in the darkness, till they reached the sheltering church roof of

Vunalama at midniéht. Fr Provincial set out [from Vunapopel on

Saturday afternoon for Rakunai in order to take part in the procession
there. He got no further than Taliligap. The following merning he

went to Vunakanao and met on the road Fr Laufer, staggering along wearily.

Fr Wendl stayed with his people in the church (Ramalmal) and so did

Fr Utsch in Kabaira.

The greatest panic avose in Rabaul on Saturday afternoon. The
6000 inhabitants, white, yellow and black, were enjoying themselves in
their various ways, in the street, on the beach, or on the sports fields.
When the pillar of cloud went up, they ran to the shore to admire the
splendid display; but the rain of mud followed the cloud with uncanny
speed.  They all turned to flee over the mountain slopes of the Ratavul
Pass over to Volavolo and over the Naménula Séddle to Nodup, in swimsuits
or sports clothes, in cars, on bicycles or on foot. And when the crowd
of people was pressing on to Namanula Hill the heavy rain of ash fell on
them, and they were wrapped in thick darkness, and clinging together, with

their eyes shut, they forced their way upwards.

As early as 6 o'clock the police station at Kokopo rang us up
for help, as our two motor ships 'Paulus' and 'Teresa' were lying at anchor.
The Brothers sailed at once to Nodup, two hours distant, in order to ferry
refugees across. '"Paulus' made the trip three times during the night, and |
'Teresa' four times. At midnight the first Europeans and Chinese arrived, |
both men and wecmen. We started to find billets for them, but soon had to
stop: there was nothing more to be done that night. Next day the police

tried to get the crowds into some order, but more and more were pouring in.

The steamer 'Montoro' had been summoned to help during the night and
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brought over 5000 natives in the afternoon. Fortunately there were stocks
of food on board. We ‘had had to shut cur food-stores or they would have

been cleared out on the first day.

Vunapope has become a great army camp.  The houses of both
communities of Sisters are full, also our big hospital, to which the
patients from the Government Hospital at Namanula have been brought. Our
convalescent ward in Bethania [hospital at Vunapopel is also full. In the
half-caste section under Fr Murche there are 240 Chinese. The Brother who

is in charge of our kitchen is cooking for about 70 whites as well as for

!
i

us; the 'Daughters of Our Lady' Sisters are cooking for between 60 and 70,
and the Hiltrup Sisters for 42 white women and children., This has lasted the
whole week. Since the day before yesterday the volcano has been fairly
quiet. KRaia which also erupted at one o'clock on Sunday afternoon

ceased activity after three days, after it had altered its shape.

The spectacle of the eruptions was truly‘grand. The pictures
may give you an idea of it. During all these days the whole of Nature
lay in hushed silence, as if in reverence before the workings of the
Creator's omnipotence. And mankind was also conscious of the hand of
God. The natives on the mission stations especially manifested a faith
that astonished even us. The churches were full from Saturaay evening
till Monday, day and night. They were kneeling right up to the altar

steps, praying aloud. All heard Mass and took Holy Communion.

Many natives perished. Fr Bogershausen has to date a list

of 273 names.

The new volcano at Karavia is now 300 m high. The crater is
500 m in diameter, and the foot 1200 m. The pillar of cloud reached a

height of 3000 m, the ejected lava 1500 m.
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The report from Fr Provincial that the 'Beehives' (Davapia) had

been couvered and Rabaul harbour cut off is not correct. The entrance 1is

still a mile wide and passable for big ships. The new mountain protects

the harbour to the scutheast, so that it is more sheltered than before.

With best regards frcm us all. Yours in J.C.

Fr Hermann Zwinge, M.S.C.

Captions to photographs:

P. 216

P. 218

P. 219

P. 222
P. 223

P. 224

Lightning flashes pierce the darkness and light up the outlines

of the gigantic clouds of steam and ash which mount from the

sinister mouth of the crater.

View of the great pillar of cloud which deposited its destructive

rain of mud and ash on the town of Rabaul and our flicurishing
mission %tations. |

Top: Partial view of Rabaul harbour before the catastrophe.
In top left background the 'Mother'; on its right the 'South
Daughter'; 1in front of this the smaller volcanoes 'Kaia' and
'Jakubia'; rising from the sea are two rocks the so-called
'Beehives' and behind them Matupit Island.

Bottom: Somewhat to the right of the viewpoint of the above
picture Vulcan Island lies since 1878 in front of the nearer
shore of the harbour. This was the actual focus of the

catastrophe. We see the new crater while active. Vision isg
hampered by the rain of ash.

A forlorn picture is presented by the Sisters' house at Tavui-liu
with its garden that was once so carefully tended. '
A sad sight also in the church square at Malaqunan. The flower
beds lie buried under thick ash and mud.

The new crater mountain on the volcanic island of Karavia, from
Tavui-liu, on the fourth day cf the eruption. In the background,
between the 'Mother' and the 'South Daughter', Kaia with its

cloud of smoke.
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P. 225 The Karavia volcano at its most active. The gigantic columns

of smoke resemble enormous cauliflowers.

P. 226 View from Vunapope tuwurds Rabaul harbour on the first day of the

eruption.

Rabaul under the spell of Kaia

All the evernts in May and June naturally took second place
to the impressions of the great volcanic catastrophe which struck our
Apostolic Vicarate of Rabaul during the last days of May and the beginning.
of June of this year. Even the splendid celebration of the Coronation of
the King and Queen of Fngland on 12 May in Rabaul, with its parade of ships,
fireworks, torchlight procession and dragon dance of the Chinese population
as well as a splendid procession through the town, in which the float
decorated by Fr Murche and his Eurasian pupils won first prize - all this
finds but a’faint echo in the reports from the South Seas beside the reports
of the eruption. Kaia is the name of the small crater between the 'Mother'
and the 'South Daughter' and also that of the spirit of the 'fire-spouting
mountains' according to the Heaﬁhen, so it is Kaia who has blotted out men's
memories with its voice of thunder and lava. . The wild activity of Kaia
mountain was so overwhel'ming that people on the distant 1sland of Poi
[0ff the north coast of western New Britain] were aware of its fire and
its dull rumbling, and the natives thought it was war. Because of this,
this edition is gtill under the sign of Kaia, as there follow the accounts
by individual missionaries which have so far reached us. We beg you
not to object to occasional repetitions since they guarantee the

authenticity of the reports and must be accepted in the interests of

true-to~-life reporting.



Reports from Vunapope:

Friday 28 May: At half past two in the afternoon there was a

widely felt strong earthquake which, especially at its point of crigin in
Karavia, was so strong that the sea bed was raised from several metres
depth to the surface and the old Laufen houée collapsed. The occupier,
'Mrs Furter, who was ill in bed, had a leg broken by a falling cupboard.
There were repeated earthquakes during the afternoon and night and they

increased in force on the following morning.

29 May: Brother Averbeck who was at our shipyard in Karavia
"left the heaving earth at ten o'élock with his native boys. Similarly,
Mr Lambert, the cverseer of the quarantine station left Vulcan Island.
The sea began to seethe at the north end of the island. From Rabaul came
Mf Chinnery, Director of Native Affairs, and his wife with her never-
resting camera and Mr Murray, Director of Agriculture, in order‘to look
at the new reef which had arisen beside the island. They sailed to the
spot with the launch, the 'Durcur', which was at Carpenter's slipway.

My McLean was making preparaticns to get the 'Durour' into the water.

The launch:stuck’fast there, because in front of her the sea was changing
into land. The three occupants of the boat observed how the water rose
up in a deme about 75 m high, sank back again and then again swelled up
to about 40 m high. And then there‘was an explosion and water, stones,
ash and lava shot with immense force about 2000’m in the air. The boat
was onlylloo m away. The occupants sprang ashore. Stumbl.ng and

~crawling on all fours they managed to reach a car and get away. In the

coniusion Mr McLean had alresady driven off in their own car.
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In Rabaul at this time hundreds of natives were going home
from market. A boat with five occupants from Karavi (next station to
Vunapope) was already not far from Vulcan Island. The whirlwind that
was welling up seized it and hurled the natives out. Fourteen days later

one of the bodies was found, enclosed in floating pumice.

It was 4 o'clock in the afternoon. The whole of surrounding
Nature lay in solemn stillness as if admiring the grandiose spectacle and
the uﬁfolding of elemental power which was happening in the clear light of
the sun. The massive pillar of cloud rose to several thousand métres and
was only then caught by the wind and bent over to the northwest.‘ We
noticed the cloud at a few minutes after 4.0. Everyone was gazing in
amazement at the splendid picture; no—one thoughf at first of the dangersﬁ
that it migﬁt be’concealing and the catastrophe which might follow.
Fr Superior called the photographers so that they should not miss the sight.
Fr Procurator drove with the Bishop, Fr Superior, and Fr Schliiter towards
the site of the‘eruption, in order to see the spectacle from nearby. It

was the same in Rabaul; the population streamed down to the shore, in

order to enjoy the rare sight.

Before noon Fr Provincial had returned from Rakanda [Duke of York
Islandsi, and at half past thfee he drove up to Rakunai, in order to take
part in the procession there the next day, which because of the grear-
development of native art promised to be specially fine. Hé reached Taliliqap
just as they were all set to flee. In fact great fear had followed the first
amazement. From high in the cloud which was lezning over to the porthwest, its
ffightful conéents were beginning to pour out, which struck terror into the souls
of all who were hit by them. The first surge fell on Karavia and buriethhe

slipway with all its houses. Only the roof of our machine house which was
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protected by the 'Durour' still stood up. The 'Durour' was set on fire;

our old 'Suva' sank.

The slope of Tavuna [Tavana] behind Karavia was thickly settled with

Wesleyans. Over 300 of them were buried in and outside their huts.

The rain of ash went on to fall on Malaqunan and Rabaul. Seized
with terror the population suddenly turned to flight, some westwards over
Ratavul Pass to Volavolo, others northwards over Namanula to Nodup. They
fled as they were - in sports ciothes and’swimsuits. Only a few Chinese
had the forethought to put a few useful things into.a bundle. Some of the
natives who were on the way back from market were caught up in the disaster

and were buried in the ash.

In constantly renewed eruptions the voicano then hurled out masses
of lava, which in a few hours covered thé whole north coést and involved
some of cur missign stations in the,sufferiﬁg, especially Malaqunan,
Tavui-liu, Rakunai, Vunavavar, Ramalmal, Ratbgor and Kabaira. It was a
fortunate circumstance that most of the Catholics were at the stations,
partly to make confession, partly to decorate the processional route.

They mostly took refuge in the churches. Even th: Wesleyans abandoned
their chapels, fled to our people in their churches, or asked them to pray
for them. The spontaneous outburst of faith expresséd itself in praying
aloud. The people crowded forward in the full churches,‘prayiﬁg and
calling, over the communion rail onto the altar steps, somejeven onto the
altar itself, embracing the tabernacle, imploring God's mercy. Thus

they passed the night in the shelter of the churches, which all stood.
fast, while outside coconut palms fell over, trees Broke, houses

collapsed, lightning flashed continuously, and there was no end to the

dreadful roar of thunder. The people realised the ghastly destruction
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only on the following morning, when they emerged into the open; open
space indeed in the fullest sense, such as they had never seen before;
clear of leaves, clear of bushes and green, clear of bananas and fruits -

a desolate winter landscape. Then they too took to flight.

About 5.30 there was a call from Kokopo for us to send our
pinnaces to take off refugees from Nodup. 'Paulus' and 'Teresa' sailed
at once, and about midnight brought the first whites and Chinese. Before

morning they made seven trips and brought over 1000 people to Vunapope.

30 May: In the morning the mission pinnaces were joined by two
Chinese and other craft. The government summoned the 'Montoro' to help.
Soon we had the whole population of Rabaul in Vunapope, over 6000 white,
yellow and black. The 'Montoro' took 5000 natives from the north coast
on board at once. Government officials met everyone at the jetty, and
allotted the people, as best they could, to the neighbouring plantations
and among the local inhabitants. Every corner of the mission bpildings
was used to the fullest extent. The two communities of Sistérs gave
shelter to 50 white women each. The Chineée families were lodged in
Fr Murche's schoolrooms. The patients from the government hospital in
Namanula were transferred to Bethania, the mission hospital, which a

few days later was completely cleared for them for a month.

31 May: The Administrator of the Mandated Territory, who was
staying in New Guinea, flew over today. After a few flights over the

disaster area he landed on the new airfield near Vunakanao, and drove at

once to Namanula.
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2 June: The Administrator replied to a message of sympathy
from the Right Reverend Bishop Vester as follows®:
My Lord: I regret that I did not meet you on Monday. You can
imagine that I was anxious to get to Rabaul as soon as possible.
Warmest thanks for the expression of s;mpathy in the disaster that
has struck us all. I hope that nome of your people are missing.
On our side the only person whose fate is still uncertain 1is
Mr Elwprfh. On all sides I hear of the invaluable éervices(that
your peopie have rendered from the start of the catastrophe and how
you put your pinnaces, the hoépital, accommodation, nursing and so on
at the general disposal. Will you please assure your mission as well
as yourself of che well-deserved appreciation and thanks of the
authorities and all the people for your immediate, energetic‘and
selfless assiétance. We also hope that the eruption will soon subside,
when we can count our losses and begin reconstruction. Will you please
convey my persoral thanks to all your missionaries and Sisters, who
have worked so valiantly.
Yours very sincerely,

W. Ramsay McNicoll, Administrator

Fr Laufer writes: Vunadidir, 5 June 1937

Anyway we from Rakunai have again fared well, although we were
in the midst of the 'Hell'. At 5 o'clock my people called from the
confessional. The cloud from the crater was already almost over the
station. With the women and children who were standing nearest I tried

to run through to Navunaram. But stones started to fall after only

* T' e contents of the telegram are given in German, although presumably

the original was given in English.
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ten’minutes. First we crept into sbme holes in the road embankment,

but nearly squeezed ourselves to death there. So with the men and boys
onwards to Puia's wooden house. Violent drumming on the roof. Still
bearable. About 50 people crowded into the tambolo (the space under the
house, which stands on piles). Then suddenly a wall as black as shoe-
polish. Dreadful fear. Everyone clung to me. Repentance ana general
absolution. Then the flood of mud rained down. Continuous lightning
with whirlwinds that drove the mud under the tambolo. We lay flat on

the ground, beside and on each other, held sheets of tin and corrugated
iron over our heads for shelter, tying our shirts round eyes, nose and
mouth, damping them with mud against the sulphur. About ten minutes,
then the sky became a bit red. ,By the lightning flashes we could see
that all the trees and coconut palms were snapped off and lying on the
ground. Without our noticing, two cocenut palms had fallen right across
our house and broken through the rocf, but had held the structure firm in
thé wind. We ate first a little coconut; to get the saﬁd and mud out of
our mouths. Until ten or half past we still sat together and prayed as
well as we could. In the east the moon and stars gradually appeared.

By the gleaﬁ of lightning we éet out and felt our way through the uprooted
bush as far as Navunaram corner. Then clear road and steady march to the

school at Navunaram, where I found Sister Carola with some girls whom I

sent to Vunakanao. I tore on with my people to Vunalama. We arrived
there at midnight. It was not possible to sleep on account of the
frightful thunder and lightning. On Sunday I continued on towards

Vunadidir, but was gathered up on the road by Fr Provincial Hepers and
taken in the afternoon to Vunapope, where I stayed till Tuesday morning
and rested a bit. Then back to Vunadidir to be with my people. Today,

Saturday, I drove with Brother Severin and some native boys to Rakunai;
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we got that far. I was able to get all sorts of things out of the
house and church. My school is in ruins; otherwise the buildings are
standing, though badly damaged. All my people at Rakunai had gathered
at the station on the day of the disaster on account of Corpus Christi
and ﬂad taken refuge in thé church. So they were saved. I only know
for certain of two who are dead. The area looks desolate. No palms

left. We shall have to start again.

Fr Nollen writes: Malaqunan, 6 June 1937

On 28 May, the Friday after the Festival of Corpus Christi,
vertical earth tremors began very early in the morning and lasted the whole
morning, which has never happened before. At midday the tremors grew

less and at night we had rest at last.

But on Saturday, very early, it began again, this time continuouély
with pauses of only a few seconds. It went on shaking like this the
whole day. There werexvery many people at my station, because the great
procession was to be held the following Sunday. Altars were being put
up and decorated and many people came to confession. In between we

heard the landslips that followed the earthquakes.

It was between half past three and 4 o'clock in the afternoon.
I was hearing coniessions. Suddenly a kanaka rushed into the church
and called: 'Father, the whole of Kaialand is on firel" (Kaialahd = the
land of spirits. This is what the kanakas call the small Vulcan Island

off Karavia). T went out to the beach and saw that big white puffs were

running along the island, presumably clouds of steam where the fire met

the sea water.
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Suddenly there was a trémendous crack. A gigantic pillar of
white smoke mixed with black lumps rose hundreds of metres high.  The
island could no longer be seen. More and more masses of steam rose ever
higher. And then it was as if the sea was split open. Great billowing
clouds of smoke burst out on all sides: not only upwards, but in every

direction, rolling in enormecus bursts.

The people rushed into the church to pray. For a moment I
debated whether to summon them to flee to Rabaul or Volavolo. But the
black wall came on so fast, that it was no use to think of flight. The
cléhd banks reached Malaqunan in ten minutes. It is only quarter of an
hour away from the crater. A few seconds more and there was Egyptian

darkness. Then the rain of ash began.

OQur church has no glass windows. The openingé are just filled
in with criss—croés laths. Thus the ash came into the church from all
sides unhindered. The lamps and candles, which were lit, could hardly
be seen. We were all covered and had to shake the ashes all the time

from our heads ana shoulders. Meanwhile the people prayed very loudly

and urgently for help.

The earthquakes had ceased when the eruption occurred, but the
grouhd trembled continuously and moved all the time like flowing lava.
Powerful electric discharges followed one after the other, and the sharp

claps of thunder made the ground and the church vibrate;

Then came a rain of hot ash, so thick that we could not see a
gleam of lamplight. I thought "This is the end", felt my way through the
darkness to the front, and asked the people, as loudly as I could, to beg

for God's forgiveness and to vow to fulfil His commands better, if we
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should escape with our lives. I led an Act of Contrition and gave

‘General Absolution. I baptised a woman who was still a catechumen.

The people never ceased to pray aloud for hel::. But at times
the ash was so thick that they could do no more. Fortunately the rain
of ash ceased and the weather became calmer; but after a few minutes
there came fresh masses of ash with thunder and lightning: however,

the ash was no longer hot.

During one of the pauses, I opened the door a little and saw
a faint glimmer in the air where the moon ought to be rising. It may
have been half past eight or nine. Then some refugees arrived and wanted
to get into the church. First of all they had to clear away ash with
their hands in order to be able to cpen the docor. Meantime there was
enough faint 1ight ror me to find the way to my house, wheré'I got a shovel
with which we cleared the thick layer of ash from the door. More and
more refugees came from the direction of Karavia and reportedjthat several
people had been killed by collapsing huts and copra stores. Then ash

and rain fell together and we had to go into the church again.

Trees bent under the heavy layer of ash, coconut palms snapped
off and shattered what lay benéath them. The broad branches of the
mango tree crashed down. There was a hellish noise, for the thunder was
also still rolling. In addition there was now a great flood of water
over the land, which was presumably due to the sea being driven far inland
by the eruption. About 11 o'clock there was & slight pause, and the rain

of ash ceased as the wind had gone round.

The Sisters were now able to take the children home to rest for
a time. The natives did not want to lezve tue church. About half past two

the weather became dangerous again. There was further rain of ash and mud.
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The Sisters had to leave their house hurriedly as it was cracking and
swaying on all sides. The verandahs collapsed. We all went again

into the church, which offered the best refuge.

At last morning came. It must have been half past five.
Half an hour later we could look at the scene of desolation - collapsed
houses, broken-off trees, torn-off branches in great heaps all tangled
together, floods of mud everywhere and everything ash-grey, even the

otherwise light yellow painted church with its red roof.

In the Karavia region nothing could now be seen of the sea.
There a mountain was in the process of being created; it was already
about ten metres high and from it there rose without interruption a
mighfy column of steam and blackness. The foot of the mountain

stretched out into the harbour in the direction of Matupit.

Since the clouds of ash might come at any moment once again in
our direction, I advised the people to flee to Nodup and Volavol&. They
understood me and set out at once. Twe Sisters also went to Volavolo
with the children from our small boarding-school. Malaqunan was
evacuated inside an hour. Only a few old people could hardly be got to
leave their homes. Yet, as they would have had to starve, we were also

at last able to persuade them to take flight.

Then I took the Sacred Host out of the tabernacle, gave one
ciborium to a Sister, and carrying the other myself, we also left the
ruined Station. As far as Rabaul it was all one devastation such as
we had never pictured. Theré was nothing to be seen of the plantatiéns
apart from a few ash-covered banana stumps. Countless trees lay sﬁapped

off or uprooted on the ground. We saw one car which was half buried

under the ash.
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Volavolo, which lieé on the north coast, had only received a
small amount of ash. Here it was not possible to form an idea of the
devastation which prevailed on the other side. But the lightning flashes
could be clearly seen in the sky, and the continuous thunder of the
eruptions could be heard. It could also be seen how the banks of cloud
were emptying their contents over the distant inland areas as far as
Weberhafen. God knows what destruction was taking place there. Job's
comforters came and rumours were rife that the whole shape of the land
and the coast had altered. In Volavolo the people of Malaqunan found

some rest, in as far as one can speak of rest in a place that was over-

crowded with refugees.

Our new unwanted neighbour raged for four days, spewing out
death and destruction. Then it began to quiet down. But for the whole
week great clouds of dust still went up. On the second day of the
eruption the small Erater at the foot of the 'Mother' also became active.
But it was restricted to throwing dust out around the mountain itself and

to three white columns of smoke and steam, which seemed to rise out of

three separate vents.

Today, after eight days, all is quiet again. Only small white
clouds are emerging from the craters. But the Island of Spirits (Vulcan
Islaﬁd) has been transformed into a great broad'volcano, more than 200 m
high, it is said. It stands out as white as snow against the background,

which it has deformed and covered with a thick layer of grey ash.

Up till now we have recorded the names of mere than 200 kanakas
who have died; but from several of the hard-hit areas we have as yet no
news. Now we can start on the clearing-up operations. God grant that

the earth will remain at peace for a long time.
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¥r Franz Utsch junior writes: Kabaira, June 1937

It was about 4.00 pm. I came out of the confessional and
looked up at the sky because I was hoping for good weather for our first
procession in Kabaira. Then a peculiar cloud rose up on the left of
Mount Varzin. It stood there like a mushroom, or rather it grew from
second to second into something gigantic. It billowed and rolled
forward. The lightning flashed and thunder rolled from it in a
terrifying way. At the top it was shining white, the stem of the
mushroom was dirty yellow. The thing advanced at tremendous speed.

The thought flashed through my mind; if that is a waterspout and it
falls on us then we can say goodbye to the procession for everythipg will
be washed away. The storm was already approaching and was about ﬁo burst.
But it sounded like hail. Small stones were clattering on the roof.
People put their cloths over their heads and staggered in under my house.
Amongst the stones was dust and flakes like cement. In an instant all
was dark; only towards Mandres was the sky clear. We were all
terrified. We could not flee; as there were only a few canoes and
they‘would be sunk by the weight of this rain. So we stayed where we
had a solid roof over our heads. Trees were already crashing down.
Deadly fear seized us all. It got even darker. I thought of Pompeii.
Lord God, save us from such a fate! In the church all started praying
as never before. I sat in the confessional. Wesleyans were praying

in one corner. I 1it a candle for them too. Then cars began to |

arrive. We now learnt that the volcano near Karavia had exupted.

The whites were fleeing from Rabaul to the north coast. My
house was soon full. They could go no further. One could hardly see
one's hand before one's face. Constantly we could hear the noise of

!
trees breaking off. Then a terrible cry, which echoed through the
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church in spite of the frightful thunder. The roof had fallen 1in.

I could not see what was happening but it was impossible to keep the
people in the church any longer. I directed them into the school and
under my house. Then I discovered that only the verandahs round the
church had collapsed. In the house I had to prepare some food for the
children. I looked like a miner, muddy from.head to foot. I‘brought
my horse into shelter. The poor animal was trembling violently.  But

I could not let it loose; it had only been two days on the station.

The night was everything but quiet. I threw myself onto my bed
exhausted. But I started up involuntarily at the next clap of thunder
and lightning. It might have struck us, the whole house rattled so
much.  And all night long this noise, now softer, now louder. The
cement still kept on falling. In the morning we experienced some
relief. The wind drove the clouds away from us. Iﬁ this pause I
celebrated Mass. The people were much too tired for a greater celebra-
tion. Since they had nothing to eat, I let them still their hunger with
coconuts. Masses of these were lying around after the storm. The rain
of earth has buried all green things, all plants. A wild, desolate
scene! The whole area is just one misery. The layer of mud is like

a winding-sheet which covers all the lush tropical life of the hills and

valleys.

Namatanai (Central New Ireland)

Fr Scherhag writes:
7 June 1937.

Here in Namatanai we had no inkling of the volcanic eruption
near Rabaul. We noticed nothing at all, not even an earthquake. Five
days later the wife of the present magistrate returned here via Ulaputur

with the motor pinnace 'Asakaze' and brought us the first ne ~=. She
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was in hospital at Rabaul when the eruption occurred, and after that was
for a few days with the Sisters in Vunapope. Kokopo and Vunapope must
have been crowded out with people. In Rabaul alone there were about
700 Europeans, 2000 Asians and 3000 natives. As I said, we had noticed
nothing of the eruption here. During the Corpus Christi procession on
30 May the sky was overcast and in the afternoen it began to rain quite
hard. It was always thought that the Rabaul volcanoes had some under-
ground connection with those of Lihir. (Since the island group of
Lihir lies to the east of Namatanai, the connection would have had to
pass beneath Namatanai! - Editor). So we would héve been sure to
notice something. Dces our previous assumpticn hold good?  Fr Neuhaus
in Lihir will have to tell us later whether he noticed anyth;ng. At

the moment he has no boat and so no communication with us.

Fr Mayrhofer writes: Lamingi, 8 June 1937

In Blanche Bay, in particular on Matupit Island at the foot of
Kaia and in Karavia the earth tremcrs were specially frequent and strong
and accompanied by subterranean growling. In recent years, measurements
have shown that the seabed between Vulcan Island and Kaia rose perceptibly
every year and T often thought: 1if this gces on, cone fine day Rabaul, the

proud capital and port., will be cut off from the sea.

About four weeks agc I was on a visit to our head station and
drove repeatedly along the beautiful coast road from Vunapope to Rabaul
via Karavia and Malaqunan, along the glorious coast of Blanche Bay. As
ever I enjoyed the beauty which Nature has dispersed so freely in this

portion of the Earth, but as ever I also thought at the sight of Kaia:

who knows what may happen here some day!
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On Wednesday 26 May I came back to Lamingi and we spent the
following days in preparation for the Corpus Christi procession; Corpus'
Christi is celebrated here on Sunday. I had received a baldachin from
the Sisters at Vunapope, and thus the newly won mountain world of
southeast Baining was for the first time to welcome the Body of Our Lord
in the open, even though the festival could only be of modest proportions

owing to' the limited time for preparation.

I now repeat what I myself experienced during the volcanic
eruption. I am about 54 km away from Vulcan Island, but because of the

height I have a wonderful panorama of the whole northern part of the

Gazelle Peninsula.

Satﬁrday 29 May: At four or half past’four in the afternoon
we were busy decorating a processional altar, when my lads drew my
attention to a gigantic pillar cf cloud which was rising up in the
direction of Rabaul. It grew so rapidly to an enpfmous height -
certainly 4 to 5000 m, and showed such a whirling movement on the lower
side that I immediately thought of a‘volcanic eruption. Naturally my
first thought was of the old crater of Kaia. But the extinct volcano
'South Daﬁghter' which 13 near Kaia,’could clearly be ‘seen and seemed to

be quite a distance behind the cloud. As I learned on the following

Tuesday, the eruption was on Vulcan Island, which lies to the southwest

of the ‘South Daugnter'.

The edges of the cloud shone white in the sun, but the interior
was pitch-Blaék. "It consisted of a massive column of steam, mud and
stones, amongst them rocks as big as a house. There was at the time
a fairly strong southeast wind‘and so the rain of stones, ash and mud

was driven northwest and spent itself in the area of Tavui-Liu, Rakunai,
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Malaqunan, Ramalmal, Vunavavar, Ratogor and Kabaira. Volavolo and

Vuatom [Watom] Island were spared.

At tﬁe beginning of the eruption a dreadful thunderstorm
developed in the cloud, that was more intense than any I have ever
experienced. Frim Saturday afternoon to Tuesday morning there was
hardly a second without lightning. Even here in Lamingi we were dazzled
by the weird light of the lightning. At the same time whirlwinds
developed in the affected area, and these, together with lightning,

stonefalls and mud rain, caused the most damage.

The crater on Vulcan Island went on erupting till Thursday .
morning. Today (Tuesday 8 June) I only see an occasional puff of smoke.
On Sunday afternoon (30 May) the 6id crater of Kaia became active, but
subsided again on Tuesday. Since then it is discharging apparently

mainly steam.

On the same Sunday towards evening I saw a second pillar of
cloud rising up. I reckoned that it was in the area of the Touben Islands
[in the Duke of York Islands], but so far have heard no news of it.

It vanished again about Thursday, as far as I could see.

On Sunday the whole north as far as Weberhafen was enveloped in
a thick haze, so that even Mount Varzin was difficult to see. On Tuesday
the weather was extremely cléar; so that I could observe the eruptions
~very clearly through the telescope. ﬁark swirls of smoke poured up,
which were cut throﬁgh every 2-3 minutes by a row of enormous black
fountaiﬁs, from whose edges a hail of stones at once started to fall.
Many of the blocks which were hurled to a tremendous height were so big:

that even from here (54 kilometres away.) I could distinguish individual
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ones when they lost their upward momentum and began to fall. The newly-
formed cone grew in these days to a height of about 200 m. The old cone
has also grown considerably. Our dock at Karavia is completely buried.

Luckily none of our ships was there at the time.

Fr Bender writes: Qunanba, 12 June 1937

In the devastated area it all looks desolate. A thick almost
cement-like layer of lava covers the dwellings and piantations of the
people. It takes courage to start again. But Heaven preserve our
people from becoming homeless. Their behaviour during the days of
terror was a great comfort to us. Your (Fr Kréhenheide's)’former
parishioners from Paparatava distinguished themselves especially. They
took in the people from Tavui-liu station and looked after ‘them without
- payment. - How much taro was thus consumed you may work out for yourself.
To feed several hundred guests for two whole weeks is a great achievement.
The Sisters and the girls from Tavui-liu station are here in Qunanba
station. Next week they are gouing back to Tavuifyiu. But it will be
a long time before evervthing gets back to something 1iké'its former

order, although Nature heals quickly in the tropics.

Fr Maurer writes: - Vunapope, 13 June 1937

Just a few words in telegram style: over 300 dead, mostly shore
dwellers. The stations which have suffered most: Rakunai, Malaqunan,
Kabaira. lesterday saw for myself the horror of the destructions. Also
Tavui-~1liu, Ramalmal, Vunavavar have suffered sevérely. Our churches
saved ti.- 'ives of hundreds. For example, in Malaqunan, Rakunai‘and
Ramalmal they were packed full of people till morniﬁg. Fr Nollen

(Malaqunan) said between 4.0 and 5 o'clock: 'Dear Lord, if you go on
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roaring and groaning like this, I can't hear confessions any more!"

Soon after came the dust and dirt and smoke. Fr Nollen stood almost

the whole night at the door with the Rosary - Fr Laufer (Rakunai) was
éalled away from the confessional. He fled at once with the people and
children - in his black soutane, which however he gave on the road to a
woman so that she could protect her child with it. He himself put a
palm-leaf basket on his/head to protect himself from the rain of ash.

A dreadful night! Everyone who came to the station after Fr Laufer

left took refuge in the church and prayed all night long. The church
stood firm, thank God. The school collapsed ~ Fr Wendl in Ramalmal first
gave Holy Communion to everyone who had taken refuge in the church, until.
there were no more Hosts left; then he said Mass and consecrated fresh
ones soO as ﬁo be able to give Holy Communion to the rest: for all were
expecting theiﬁ last hour. The most frightful thing seems to have been

the continuous thunder and lightning. We in Vunapope had a terrible

but grandiose spectacle from below the landing stage. Thank God there

was no northwest wind: otherwise, farewell Vunapope! - Rabaul came off
comparatively well. The 'Montoro' which was at once recalled, reported
~a slight fall of dust at 140 miles distance (= 220 km). Lavangai and

Lugagon (northern New Ireland) report falls of ash. The whole population
of Rabaul was evacuated by ship to Vunapope from Nodup. And everyone

here now knows one thing: the Catholic mission was foremost in saving

what could be saved!

14 June : Letter from the German Consulate General:

Sydney, 14 June 1937

My Lord,

As I learn, your Lordship and the members of your mission tended

‘with particular care and energy the people who were driven out of Rabaul
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by the earthquake disaster, including a number of my countrymen. I
hasten to express to yourself, my Lord, and to the members of the mission

my most sincere thanks.

I have the henour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient

servant.
Dr Asmis
Consul General.
Fr Provincial K. Hepers writes: Vunapope, 21 June 1937

It was a dreadful and beautiful spectacle before our eyes: '
in the direction of Rabaul a storming and raging of the whole of Nature
through intense eruptions, tidal waves and frightful thunderstorms in the
area around the eruption column: in the direction of Vunapope the
clearest sky with little woolly clouds by day and bright stars by night.
One could not imagine a more grandiose display. Only on the third day
of the eruption was the sky above us covered with a leaden 1id with
unendurable'sultrine;s by day and by night. Only sulphurous vapour
reached us here, but no trace of mud or lava. Now only Kaia, at the
~foot of the 'South Daughter' is steaming; the new cone on Vulcan Island
opposite Karavia has been quiet for a long time. Will it start again?
Wild rumours and sinister theories are goiag from mouth to mouth among
the white, yellow, half-caste and black populations. Everything is in
great trouble. But the Government has already started to rebuild Rabaul,
and the mission equally its devastated stations. The black are returning
to their ruined cunans (gardens), to start new plantations in the mud and
ash. The attempt is not hopeless‘as the mud and pumice contain plenty

of phosphorus. Things should grow well in the mixture. It is a hard

job to level the torn-up ground.
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But the kanakas have no sense of time and the mission is
putting all its labour force to work, cleaning up one station after
another. Very few of the mission buildings have collapsed; among the
larger only the Sisters' house in Malaqunan has been destroyed. The
Father's house, a box long since on the verge of collapse, remained

standing.

Now that we have an exact survey, we can establish that
Vunavavar and Ramalmal came off worst; then follow, in order of dawmage,
Rakunai, Tavui—liu, Kabaira, Malaqunan,'Rabaul, and Matupit. Ratogor
was less damaged and still less Volavolo. ‘I found ash as far as
Kamanacham, Lan and Vunamarita in Baining. It is said to have drifted
as far as Manus [250 km nofthwest of Rabaull. St Paul escaped on account

of its situation in a mountain hollow.

Among our plaﬂtations the following have suffered: Vunakakabi
[Vunakamkambi] (estimated 75 percent destruction) and Vuvu; less damaged
Mandres and Vunakanao. Roads between them are mostly destroyed, so that
I myself have only seen Tavui-liu, Kabaira, Malaqunan and Ratogor since the .
disaster. The scene of destruction is frightful everywhere: but the
clearing-up works are showing, chank God, that the first impression is

not one hundred percent correct.

I must send a correction to my first letter of 2nd June: Rabaul
harbour is not blocked! What‘we all thought was land was a layer of
pumice on the sea, half to}2 m thick. It is slowly breaking up and
drifting away. Also the sandbank which came up suddenly in front of
Matupit sank down again during the eruption of Kaia. Thus Rabaul

harbour remains accessible to all shipping.
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The almest constant earthquakes, which Vunapope alsc shared,
have stopped, which presumably indicates that the volcances have settled

down.

Of the Europeans two lost their lives in the catastrophe. fhe
number of kanaka dead may reach 400. These are mostly Wesleyans. For
the Catholics it turned cut to be a blessing that they were nearly all at
the stations to prepare the processions or to confess. So they could
flee at once under the guidance of the Father, or endure with him in the
church day and night. There was some praying indeed in these days!

I cannot‘praise highly enough the behaviour >f our black Catholics, not
only their religious behaviour, but also as concerns their discipline and
blind faith in their Father. The attitude of the Fathers and their
kanakas verges on the heroic! There was nowhere any panic, but unceasing
prayer for up to 24 hours. Of.course it was partly due to the constant
fear of death, but that it was dcne, and without any panic, is in my
opinion a great achievement of belief and trust in God for the missionaries

and for their black flock.

Even though the help given by the mission in the work of rescue
was not mentioned in the world's press, let it be here once more confirmed,
that entirely on its own the Catholic mission in Vunapope enabled
thousands to be rescued by puttiﬁg at their disposal during the first

days of need its whole technical and industrial organisation.

. List of deaths:

Ramalmal 3 persons, Vunavavar 18, Rakunai 6, Malaqunan, Valaur,

Karavia over 400; total 500 natives, one European and one Chinese.



43,

1 July: There was a cloudburst in Rabaul and on the north coast, which

caused a great panic and destroyed much reconstruction work. Water and

mud flooded houses and shops. Fr Nollen left his staticn and fled up

into the hills.

Captions to photographs:

P. 241

P. 242

P. 243

P. 245

P. 246

P. 248

P. 253

Behind the palms rises the giant pillar of steam, whose contents

brought death and destruction to the luxuriant vegetation.

The natives gazed speechless at the wonderful display of Nature's
power, not guessing what frightful hours and days were heginning
for.them.

After four days this was the fear-inducing picture of the volcano.
It can clearly be seen how the new volcanic cone is rising on the
small island. '

A shocking picture of the boatyard at Karavia. The wreck of

the 'Durour' buried in ash and lava after the catastrophe.

Top: The refugees were so many that the buildings of the head
mission at Vunapope could not possibly accommodate them all.

Teuts had to be put up everywhere to help out in the first

need.
Bottom: The mission administration at Vunapope had to undergo a

difficult test of their economic and technical abilities during

the days of horror.

Fr Nollen and Fr Miller ascending the new volcanic cone on

Vulcan Island after the days of terror. View c¢f the mountain
from Malaqunan.

One of the deep fissures in the earth after the volcanic erupticn
near Valaur. The naked stumps are the pathetic remains of the

tropical vegetation.

A few phenomena associlated with the volcanic eruption in Rabaul

Fr Friedrich Grindl, M.S.C.

Only a few natives seem to have tried to pit their magic powers

against Kaia (the spirit of the volcanoes).
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One man is said to have stood on the shore, making use of a
conch and spells until Kaia put him to flight with pieces of pumice and

obsidian.

Two old beathen sat in their hut in Vunapaka saying Our Father
cver and over again as well as they knew how. As the fall of pumice
showed no sign of stopping, one said ”Tufaqu, just go out and try your
magic. Turaqu crept out of the hut, took up his position, blew on his
conch and hurled his spells against the supposed Kaia. A flash of
lightning passed in front of him, a violent thunderclap followed and
Turaqu vanished rapidly into thevhut and said "My friend, this hasn't been

caused by Kaia, but by him up above: we'd better go on praving!"

In Vunadidir a dismissed catechist came to the missionary and
asked if he and others should fetch large stones from Mount Varzin, the
former dwelling of the supreme Kais*, To Lanqulaqu, to fill up the big
hole in Karavia. He was very offended by the énswer he was given and

went home shaking his head.

From a 'friendly' source it was rumoured that the bishop had
taken possession overnight of the new land with cross and boundary stones

in the name of the Catholic mission!!!

In Vunapakdla fifteen year old girl had lapsed and gone 6ver
to the Wesleyans a few months ago. She spent the night with the other
people in the Catholic church. When the catechist summoned his people
to prayer and the church service on the Sunday morning, this girl went out
at once and joined another girl in the hut of the Wesleyan schoolteacher.
While the Catholics prayed and were saved, the Wesleyan hut collapsed

and killed the lapsed girl; the other one was spared.

* Or, supreme volcano spirit (A.A.)
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EXTRACTS FROM LEIBFRAUEN

MONATSHEFTE VOLUME 54

Volcanic eruption in our mission field of Rabaul

Since 1 June the daily press has published various réports
of a volcanic eruption on the island of New Britain (formerly New
Pomerania) . These state that the eruption was sudden and violent, that
the government has organised the evacuation of the town of Rabaul, and
that about 5,000 people have been made homeless. The native inhabitants
are said to have fled in panic before the advancing masses of lava, but
about 500 are said to have been killed, mainly women and children.
Rabaul harbour is said to have been cut off from the open sea by a great

flow of mud.

From our main station at Vunapope - five hours away from Rabaul -
we have as yet received only a brief cabled report that no life has been
lost from the ranks of the mission personnel but that there is great

material damage at six mission stationms.

The volcanoes involved in this eruption are the 'Mother',
'"North Daughter' and 'South Daughter', situated in the north and northeast
of the island of New Britain: they are already extinct. At the foot of
the 'Mother' there are two low volcanic cones. The northern one 1is
quiescent and completely covered in vegetation, while in contrast the
southern one, with its subsidiary vent, Kaia, has always been mildly
active. Hot sulphur fumes issued from various places on Kaia, which
showed that the volcano was still active internally. The last eruption
of Kaia occurred in 1878. At that time an island rose from the sea-bed
in Blanche Bay. Now once again the newspapers report the emergence of a

new island and the disappearance of another beneath the sea.
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As 1t takes from six to eight weeks for the letter post to
reach us from our mission field we shall not be able to report in detail
on the tribulations endured by our South Seas mission until the next issue

of the monthly bulletin of Our Lady.

Fr Dr Franz Wimmer, M.S.C. Provincial.

Captions to photographs:

P. 192 and 193 (running across bottom of both pages). Blanche Bay, the

harbour of Rabaul. In the background the extinct volcano

'Mother'.

P. 193 The geyser at Garna harbour on the Willaumez Peninsula [central-north
coast of New Britain]. Every two minutes boiling froth shoots

high into the air.

A volcano rises out of the sea*

The 1937 Festival of Corpus Christi will never be forgotten by
us missionaries and the whole of the former German Scuth Sea colony. We
were already getting ready for the festival that we celebrate here on the
Sunday of the Octave of Corpus Christi when, on Friday 28 May at half past
one in the afternoon, there was an earthquake under the whole station of
Vunapope. This did not surprise us, as earthquakes are the order of
the day with us, and this one was no stronger than the others, that is -
houses shook and cracked a bit. We have often experienced greater shocks.
The news soon came in, however, that at Karavi [sic, Karavial station,
about 15 km from here, the quake had been extremely severe and a house had
been shifted 1% metres and had collapsed. The whole night and Saturday
morning the quaking and rolling of the ground continued without pause. There
was a dreadful oppressive heat and all were afraid that something terrible
was going to happen. The old people recalled the last great volcanic

~eruption of 1878. At that time there had been terrible devastation and

#Taken from letters from Fr Leonhard Miller, M.S.C., and Br Josef
Landinger, M.S.C.
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an island had risen out of the sea in Blanche Bay, where the head station
of the mission and administrative centre Rabaul with its 5000 inhabitants
lie. This island was known as Vulcan Island. The volcanoes themselves
had been quiet since then; only a subsidiary crater peacefully smoked
its pipe year after year. Was there now to be ancother catastrophe?

The anxious question could be read on all faces.

On Satufday ét noon there were several more severe shocks and
a new stretch of land about ] km long rose butvof the sea near the
mission's shipyard. Both our mission Brothers, who were at work there,
abandoned their work and fled here with their workmen. The afternoon
was comparatively quiet; there were only a few light tremors to shake

the houses.

At about half past four everyone began to call out, to scream,
to run. The earth growled as if all Hell was breaking locse. A
volcano is erupting! Terror on all faces. The natives said the end
of the worid had come. To the west of our headquarters, two hours
away in a straight line, a huge pillar of cloud was rising out of the
bay, first white, then ever darker, and in the next instant lightning
was flashing in and round the pillar, sometrimes ten to twelve flashes
at once. In a few seconds the billowing giant column reached a girth
of about two to three kilometres and a height of 3000 m. One hour away
lay Rabaul, the administrative centre, with 5000 inhabitants, white,
Chinese, Malay and natives, and the southeast wind was driving ihe whole
pillar of cloud with its steam and smoke over towards Rabaul! "Lord
God, be merciful to those over there!" At once the mission car
clattered off along the shore towards Rabaul and came back after an hour
with sad news: very close " Jur shipyard, an hour from Rabaul, a

volcano had erupted out of the sea and was hurling into the air enormous



masses of stone and ash mixed with seawater. Stones of a cubic metre
in size were being flung high in the air up to 1300 m and then were
shooting down. The inhabitants of Rabaul were leaving the town in panic.
Then came a telegram from the government, engquiring whether the mission
was prepared to send its motor boats into the danger zone in order to
give help. Our brave captains and their crews did not hesitate for an
instant and the three pinnaces stationed here set out at once with all
speed across the bay. They had an immense task before them. They had
no rest from Saturday evening till Monday morning. Our ships were the
only ones helping on Saturday niéht, while all the others waited for the
safety’of daylight. There was pitch darkness over land and sea, broken
only by innumerable flashes of lightning and sinister rclls and crashes
of thunder. The first refugees to arrive were ouf catechists from
Taliliqap who‘camé by land. The station at Taliliqap lies on a slope
directly facing the site of the eruption and they were in danger of the

whole station being engulféd by the falling stones and ash.

The bell summoned us tc prayer in the church. There can éeldom
have been such heartfelt prayers offered up as in those dreadful night
hours befocre the sacred Host. One thought hammered in all brains and
beat in all hearvs: 'Dear Lcrd God, help our brothers and sisters who are
over there running for their lives through forest and bush under falling

stones and branches, beneath a hail of ash and sulphur fumes, or who must

perish, cut off from all help."

We had plenty to dc. The natives thought that the end of the
world had come,‘or,they wanted to be ready in case the disaster also
overtook us. What are two hours as the crow flies when such forces are
raging. Four Fathers heard confessions all night and could hardly get

to the end. The remaining personnel of the mission had much to do
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outside. fowards midnight the first motor pinnace arrived with the

- first refugees. It is almost impossible to form a clear picture of all
the suffering. Many only had trousers on; they had had to discard all
their other clothes because‘they were soaked with hot sulphur and mud.
Some of the ladies had nervous attacks and had to ﬁave immediate medical
treatment. Our mission dcctor, Dr Leo Brem, had his hands full and did
not get a wink of sleep for twe aays and nights. After midnight the
second pinnace arrived with another 150 refugees or so, and we had much
to do to provide them with shelter and food. Our good captains turned
their ships round and went back out into the dark night and the roaring

elements, to rescue what could still be rescued and to lock for more

refugees.

So Sunday morning gradually dawned. = Vunapope was splendidly
adorned for Corpus Christi, but in the western sky stobdvtqé threatening
volcanic column, lightning flashed and thunder rolled constantly. The
mission headquarters was like an international congress; whites, natives,
Chinese and Malays with the most varied cclour and speech, all seething/
together. Masses of people milled around, one large steamer alone
brought 5000 all only scantily clad. The procession was held in complete
calm and with many participants. After the service the first missionaries
arrived from the endangered area - three Sisters, and a Father who had
been running for his life the whole night under a hail of stones and ash.
He had cnly left his station after giving his people general absolution
and organised them for flight. A stalwart young Saxon, Fr Karl Laufer.

We were still in uncertainty about five stations, no-one could reach

them.
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On Sunday afternoon I drove with some other Fathers into the
vicinity of the volcano. We were herrified te see on the way that a
fresh volcano was becoming active. An extinct crater, only 2 km from
Rabaul, suddenly erupted With great force. | A terrifying and beautiful
spectacle: clouds of smoke whirling upwards, stones, ash, mud, 1ightning
flashes and rolling thunder. In half an hour the capital of the colony
was shrouded in darkness and where life had blossomed luxuriantly death
and destruction reigned. The white population of Rabaul had indeed
sought satety in Vunapope but it was terrible to have to wafch how all
their property was buried. The radio station had been destroyed on the
first day, and help could only be summoned with the help of an amateur
sender. The answer is soon there; Australian and American warships
will be here by Thursday and will bring provisions and other necessities,
amongst them 600 tents and 1000 mesquito nets. For the time being the
main mission station has become the central point of the colony.
Vunapope is still not in danger for the southeast wind is driving

everything in the opposite direction.

The day of Corpus Christi drew to an end. A still mcre
golemn morning came. The wind had dropped. In the west stood heavy
clouds which qhe northwest wind brings us. What now?! If it started,
it would be Vunapope's turn and everything here would also be buried in
ashes and mud rain. So everything here was organised for further flight,
and in the meantime a solemn service bf intercession for preservation
from the danger was held in the cathedral; the Host was exposed on the
altar all day. Furthermo;e, each group was given a place to assemble.
The signal for instant flight was to be a triple sounding of the bell.

Thank God, the dreaded northwest wind did not come.
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Now everything was got ready in Vunapope to accommodate the
refﬁgees for some time at the mission and neighbouring plantations.
For the moment there are enough‘provisions, and then there will be the
warships - already repqrted to be on the way. The finest building of
the mission is.being‘cleared for the patients from the Government
hospital, and otherwise all are living peacefully together on the
mission station: Catholic and Protestant, heathens, Freemasons, friends
of the missicn, and those who wcould like to see us cleared out root and
branch. We had never expected such praise and gratitude from all sides.
It‘gives us satisfaction to be able to practise Christian charity towards
friends and enemies, and it must certainly be doing some people good to

be getting to know the missionaries in such close proximity.

On Tuesday 1 June the volcanic activity lessened a little and
the day after some of the inhabitants of Rabaul ventured back to the
scene of their former life, to rescue valuables. The formerly beautiful
town lies desolate. Great maéses of ash and stones have buried every-
thingvthere and fallen up to six hours distant in a westerly direction.
Between Rabaul and Kabaira people were cut off and prevénted from
escaping by three new rivers which had appeared as the result of cloud-
bursts. Far and wide in the affected area there is no tree left. Only
fhe naked trunks point to the sky, tﬁeir leaves torn off by the weight
of ash falling on them. General gratitude and open praise have been
earned by the behaviour of the missionaries in the eruption area. Not
one left his station until he knew his people were safe, and those who
could not flee gathered their people in the churches and endured with
them until the danger was over or till they could flee with their people.
As far as can be judged up till now about 250 Wesleyans and about 100

Catholics have died, and only one white man, The mission has not lost
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one of its personnel, but the damage to our buildings and plantations
amounts to about half a million Austrian schillings. But over there in
the bay stands a new mountain. Where formerly small Vulcan Island lay
so quietly in the sea, there now rises a mountain of lava 300 m high

and the wide crater of the volcano is still smecking and far into the’
country beyond the ruins of Rabaul there is for miles no house, no

tree, no bush, not a blade of grass to be seen. How small is man

before such forces!

Captions to photc_.uphs:

P. 241 School children from Tavui-liu. In the background Rabaul Bay
with Matupit Islard (left) and Vulcan Island (right) near which
the volcanc erupted from the sea and a new large island was

formed frem the ejected lava.
P. 242 Blanche Bay and Vulcan Island (formed in 1878) from Taliliqap.
P. 243 Both photographs: the Chinese quarter in Rabaul.

P. 244 Rabaul church.
P. 245 Motor boats leaving the jetty at Vunapope.

P. 246  Natural forces unleashed. Eruption on 30 May of the second

volcano half an hour away from Rabaul.

P. 247 After the catastrophe (taken on 3 June 1937). The new
mountain in Blanche Bay, with the mounds of lava around it
still smcking and steaming. The opposite shcore, formerly

covered with tropical vegetaticn, is now bald and empty.

P. 248 and 249 (running acrcss top of both pages). Rabaul harbour.

Government storehouses.
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Night of terror beneath the roaring volcano

The rather violent earthquake on Friday 28 May was nothing out
of the ordinary. The people at the quarantine station on Vulcan Island
were the only ones to be so disturbed by it that they left the station
early on Saturday and so escaped certain death. The whole population
was going about its affairs when it was surprised by the actual eruption
at 4.20 on Saturday. The thousands who had been to the Saturday market
in Rabaﬁl were on the way home; the white people were looking forward
to the weekend; fpr the Catholics it was the eve of the Corpus Christi
procession; on all the miséion'stations round the bay of Rabaul
decorations were being put up for the next day and the people were going
to confession in preparation fof the Fucharist. Most of the Fathers
were already in the confessionals when the first black cloud roared up
out of the sea and with tremendous speed one layer after another
billowed up and there was continuous thunder and lightning. Fr Nollen
(in Malaqunan) said in his confessional between 4.0 and 5.0 'Dear Lord
God, if you let it go on making such a din I shan't be able to hear
confessions any mcre''. Soon after that the smoke and dirt and dust
poured into his church and he toc became aware of the danger. He
gathered his people into the shelter of the Lord's house and watched
vthrough the night in prayer with them, while outside disaster spread
cver the area. The tin roof groaned under the falling stones; the
framework of the church could hardly withstand the weight of the layer
of mud on it. But it was a fortunate thing that Fr Nollen had brought
everyone together in the church for he had only just fetched in thcse
who had taken refuge in their own house, and also the Sisters, when the
house collapsed. Fr Nollen stayed at the church door and Qatched the

raging of the elements in order to look out for a favourable mcment for
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flight. In the church breathing became more and more difficult

because of the volcanic ash. Involuntarily Fr Nollen thought: '"Dear
God, that is enough! We are literally following the hymn 'Here the
Christian flock bows in ashes before Your Majesty'!"  When dawn came

[Sunday] and it was possible to take one's bearings to some extent, he
[Fr Nolien] organised the flight of his people; and just as he had done
this August-Martin arrived as by God's guidance. He had worked his way
with his car through chaos as far as Malaqunan, and.took Fr Nollen and
the Sisters to Volavolo (August Martin is the son of one of the two

boys from Baining whom Msgr Bishop Coupé took to Europe in 1890).

In the first alarm Fr BOgershausen wanted to escape from
Tavui-liu with his people and the Host and to reach Rakunai by the
shortest route but soon they could not go any further. Fallen trees and
falling chunks of lava stopped them from gcing through and they had to
turn towards Vunakanau. They wandered arqund all night in mud and
ashfall while lightning struck only 100 m away. Fr Laufer was sitting
in the confessional at Rakunai and only became aware of the degree of
danger after an hour and a half when his people fetched him out of the
confessibnal. He rapidly organised the exodus, but in the meantime
all roads had already become blocked. They set off through mud and ash
a metre deep. It took three hours to cover a stretch of road from the
mission station to the house of one of his catechists which normally
took half an hour. Fr Laufer gave his black robe to a woman to wrgp”
her child in. He put a palm leaf basket on his own head to protect
it from thé fall of hot ash and tried to get through tc Navunaram with
his people. But after only ten minutes the hail of stoneé started again.
They first sheltered in some holes in the embankment of the road and

nearly squeezed themselves to death. So Fr Laufer ran on with the men

and boys to a wooden house belonging to the catechist To Puia.



Stones were drumming dcwn onto the tin roéf, but this could
still be endured. About 50 people pressed into the small space beneath
the house which was built on piles. Then it seemed as if a wall came
down, black as shoe polish. A real panic broke out and everycne clung
to Fr Laufer who led them in an act of contrition and gave general
absolution. Tﬁen the flood of ﬁud'poured down again, terrible lightning
flashed round the.house, and the whirlwind whipped masses of mud into
the refuge. The people all lay down flat on the ground and on each
other, protected their heads with sheets of tin, and wound their shirts
round their eyes, nose, and mouth because of the sulphur. After about
ten minutes the sky again became a bit redder and the frightened people
saw by the lightning flashes t‘hat all the trees and coconut palms had
been snapped‘off and flattened to the ground. Without anyone having
noticed in the general crashing and roaring, twc coconut palms had fallen
right across the roof and smashed it in, but the building had stocd fast.
Until about ten or half past they cowered togethef and prayed as best
they could. Then they went on further through the flattened bush under
the bombardment of the lightning ... The next morning the rescue
expedition met Fr Laufer on the road to Vunadidir. He was completely
exhausted. He was staggering through the wet kunai grass in his shirt
and torn trousers and with his shoes in shreds. Some of the people who
had come in from the bush after the general exodus from Rakunai had
taken refuge in the church and prayed all night. Thank God the church

stood firm; the school house collapsed.

At first there was great anxiety about Fr Wendl in Ramalmal.
The first news of him came to Fr Halt in Volavolo: '"All well here, only
nothing to eat'. The first rescue parties could not get through to him

as the Ratogor-Volavolo road was cut by two deep fissures. The people
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here had also taken refuge in the church. They were all expecting their
last hour. There was terrible thunder and lightning and sﬁbterranean
rumbling. fr Wendl gave Holy Communion and when there were no
consecrated wafers left he interrupted the Mass to consecrate some more,

' so as to give the rest of the congregation commuunion. Here too the-
church stood firm, and so on Tuesday the people from Ramalmal were able
to set out two by two for Volavolo through ash fall with woods and
plantations crashing down round them. Only two of the refugees were
killed; all the rest came through safeliy. 'All prayed continuously, and
that kept energy and courige up. The people only wept and complained

when they had reached safety.

One thing is certain: the churches of the mission stations
saved hundreds and hundreds of lives. Of the 400 dead at least 75 percent
were Wesleyans, although the affected area contained many more Catholics.
But these had their churches and their missionaries; the Wesieyans were
left to themselves, and those who followed the Catholics and were of
course admitted to the churches came off the best. They have their
tin churches of course, but these remained empty. Now everyone in
Rabaul and the surrounding district knows one thing: the Catholic church

rescued first and best what could still be saved.

The Rabaul newspaper 'Rabaul Times' carries in the first
edition to appear after the catastrophe (printed on the mission press):
"Right at the start we would like to express our gratitude to the Catholic
mission for the splendid work which it carried out during the whole time
of these dreadful events. We congratulate His Excellency Bishop
Dr Vesters and his tireless staff on the wonderful organisation and the

- remarkable unfelding of a truly Christian atmcsphere'. And further:
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"It is impossible to give enough thanks to the Catholic mission at
Vunapope, where most nf the refugees found refuge and care. The

organisation of the mission was exceptional and its services will long

be remembered'.

Captions to photographs:

P. 276 Karavia volcano hurls vast masses of ash and rock from the

interior of the earth up through the sea.

P. 277 The sky is black as night and the continuous lightning flashes

illuminate harshly the seething clouds of steam.
P. 278 The eruption seen from the shore at Vunapope.

P. 279 The southeast wind drives the cloud from the volcano over the
land. This has been going on for four days and the volcanic

cone is already growing out of the sea. (Taken on 2 June).

P. 280 Here there used to be palms and banana trees; there were rows
of huts; frugal people lived contented with the luxuriant
natural products of the tropics. Now all is buried under

ash and phosphorus.

Buried under mud and ash

Vunapope 1s like a vast army camp. Everyone has taken refuge
in the principal mission station: white people, Chinese, and kanakas.
Orn 30 and 31 May there were about 10,000 refugees here who were fed at

first from mission stores and then by ships called in by the government.

The landscape round the bay of Rabaul has completely changed. Once
there was a wonderful view of Taliqap [Taliliqap] and Tavui-liu over low-lying
Vulcan Island, which was formed in 1878, towards the harbour and town of

Rabaul. This island has now been push 'n to a height of 250 m; on

its western half stands the new, li- ;s volcanic cone with its still-
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smoking crater. To the east the island flattens out in its old shape
and forms a grey field of lava. Matupit (on the other side of the bay)
got off lightly; a layer of ash a few inchés thick covers the island,
so that the palm leaves hang limp. Behind it Kaia pours out its white

clouds of steam. It must be the safety valve for the furnace under

Vulcan Island.

Tavui-liu station was badly hit, the trees leafless - looking
like winter - but they are still alive and they were putting out new
leaves two weeks after the disaster. But to the west in the direction
of Rakunai it is all the sadder. The valley is buried, the plantations
covered with metre-thick ash, the great banana fields unrecognisable.
The shore road in _he vicinity of Vulcan Island is covered up to ten
metres thick; the ground is as hard as cement, but there is still’a lot
of dust and landslips - also dangerous holes and cracks. The houses
at Rakunail station are still standing, only the new school, built
according to modern ideas, was crushed to pieces, and the verandah of
tiie church collapsed under the weight of ash. Round about a dead field
of ash. In association with the volcanic eruption a whirlwind had
developed and its path to the northwest is marked by total destruction. The
district from Paloaqa to the bay, Tavana and Valaur-liu [Valaur] is wiped out;
nothing can be identified of the former native holdings, or of the
plantations, or indeed of the whole shape of the district. Rakunai
community has 4 dead, Tavui-liu 16, but Tavana and Valaur together nearly
300. The mission boat yard at Karavia lies 4 to 5 metres under the ash
and is destroyed, but Br Brenninger has been able to dig out and save

much valuable machines and apparatus. The tips of a few palm trees

are still showing through the ash.
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The grey carpet of death is spread over Nagnagqunan [presumably
Malaqunanl, Vunalaka-Raluon, Rapui to Vunavavar and Vunakamkambi and further as
far as Weberhafen. A cloudburst caused great aamage to Vunavavar:

A flood stream in the valley down to Vunakamkambi was big enough to swallow
up churches. Only the gable with the crucifix 1s still showing at the
school in Valaur. The pumice floating on the sea is being held in the

bay by the southeast wind and is hindering navigation not a little, since
it gets into the pumps and makes the intake of cocling water difficult.
This circumstance must have caused the loss of the 'Macdhui', ﬁhe pride

of the Burns Philp Navigation Company. A few days after she left Rabaul

there was a fire in the engine room and the beautiful great ship was

almost burnt out.

But Rabaul the garden city has vanished. All we can see is
a hideous mud-covered town. Its tropical beauty was destroyed in one
night. We see a lifeless city, grey houses with dark brown roofs and
mud—-covered streets. It lies like a deformed and hideous monster,
writhing under the curse of some unholy fofce of Nature. Still, the

birds are chirping from the ash-laden roofs, and the green will soon

come back to the trees.

Captions to photographs:

P. 281 Not a winter landscape with an Alpine lake; no, it is the
formerly tropical landscape near Karavia, with one of the
numerous water channels that now run down the slope to the

sea. In the background Matupit Island, Kaia, still slightly

smoking, and the extinct 'Mother'.

P. 282 On the slopes of the new volcano: Sr Hermenegildis,
Sr Lutberga, Br Huters and Br Tischmacher. In the background
behind Br Tischmacher lies Rabaul. Only a few weeks ago the

waves of the sea rolled in and the mission shipyard stood to the
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left under the slope on which the Sisters and Brothers now

are. Now the fairytale beauty of the landscape has changed

to a desert.

'New life blooms in the ruins'

Unusual happenings can at first trouble and distort the way
even the most placid people view the future under the influence of the
mental shock. It was not physical panic that marked the first days
after the terrible events in and around Rabaul, it must be said; the
officials were masters of the situation from the start and well aware
cf their duty and responsibility towards the natives, even though all
admit that without the help of the mission everyone would have been
bewildered and powerless. But all felt a certain mental panic. What
would happen? Would Rabaul remain the capital of the area? Could the
mission stations rise again and would the natives return to their former

homes? Both volcanoes and the spirit of man had to have time to cool

down.

After the first violent outbreaks the volcanoes became quieter
and the Fathers could thus venture to return to their stations on 6 June
and begin clearing-up operations. By order of the Governor the whites
and Chinese had also to return to Rabaul on 9 June. If anyone did not
report for work as usual the next day he was threatened with dismissal.
People were obliged to get down to it, difficult though it might be
after the days of free rations. Those who work get their daily rice
ration; those who do not work get nothing. The Government and the
Fathers are working together and there is no nonsense about it. The

greatwmass of the willing do not feel the compulsion, but the workshy

are getting it strong.
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So fhe refugee camps are empty and reconstruction goes ahead
feverishly. In Tavui~liu first of all 30 boys from the Taliliqap
Catechist School have carried out the main clearance work. Of course,
as befits students, they had to ascend the new mountain at once; it
belonged to them, as it were. After the trip the boys certainly looked
like it! As grey as mice. The work is of course not pleasant. The
ground is as hard as cement, and to the ash and dust is added a not very

agreeable smell of sulphur from the still smoking mountain.

Fr Bogershausen has gone back to Tavui-liu with the Sisters.
The people of Rakunai are working under the direction of Fr Laufer and
settling closer round the mission. There is plenty of room. Most
of the former houses and plots cannot be traced. So the people of
Rakanai are now laying out great plantations an hour behind Vunadidir.
‘Reconstruction is also in full swing as far as Ramalmal. The buried
coast road has been restored, the district and the plots on the shore
are for the moment as good as lost. No plant life can be conjured out

of the ground as hard as concrete and full of heles and cracks.

However dismal it looks, everything is not yet cdead. Here
and there the widespread kunai grass is piercing the cover of ash, even
though it is not yet thick. In the tropics people live fast and every-
thing grows quickly and the people's spirit remains unbroken and is

sustained by the unshakable confidence of the missicnaries - -~ - - - -

Our wishes and brayers wing over to you dear Fathers and
Brothers and Sisters from the German homeland; God bless you doughty

pioneers at the far frontiers of God's kingdom on Earth!
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Captions to photographs:

P. 283 Two photos of the eruption as seen from Vunapope-

P. 284 His Excellency Msgr Dr G. Vesters, Apostolic Vicar of Rabaul,
views the erupticn from the hills at Taliligap. (The 'Mother'

in the background). y

Volcanoes old and new

The severe volcanic eruption in the district of Rabaul drew
the attention of the whole world to our mission field. It is therefore
not inappropriate to give more details about theﬁlocal volcanoes. The
Bismarck Archipelago, ccnsisting of two larger islands, New Britain and
New Ireland and‘about 200 smaller islands, is what remains of a sunken
mountain arc formed of coral limestone and volcanic deposits.' The
interior of the earth is to this day not quiet as is shown by the numerous
volcanoes. Though many of them are now already extinct, a fair number
are still smoking hard, and the 1937 catastrophe shows that they are no

easy-going pipe-smckers.

The Gazelle Peninsula terminates in a volcanic island on which
lies Rabaul. There are three extinct volcanoes: North Daughter, 598 m,
Mother, 770 m, and South Daughter, 530 m. At the foot of the Mother lie
a further two small cones; of which one is burnt out, while the other is
continuously mildly active. The last big efuption of Kaia was in 1878.
At that time a new island rose out of the sea in Blanche Bay, and on it
the new mountain Vulcaa. . Blanche Bay itself gives the impression of

an earlier great crater with an opening to the east through which the

sea has come in.
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On the Gazelle Peninsula rises alsc Mt 'Varzin' (605 m), an
extinct volcanic ccne; the surrounding area is broken up by fissures
and gullies. South of Mt Varzin are hot springs. Northwest of Rabaul,

on Watom Island, rises an extinct deeply fissured cone.

Along the north coast of New Britain there is another chain
of volcanoés, in part already extinct, in part still active. The
biggest volcano which is still active is the 'Father' (2200 m); neither
is the 'South Son' yet quiet, while its brother 'North Son', consisting
of several craters, is extinct and completely covered with forest.

Every morning columns of smoke can be seen rising from the 'Father' to
form a round mass with the enveloping clouds. West of the North Son
(600 m) on the nearby island of Lolobau riseskanother active vélcano.

Lolobau was in any case formed by a powerful volcanic eruption.

To the right of the mission station Valoka, far iﬁland) smokes
Mt E Pago and nearby is the Englerberg with twe peaks and others which
are mestly quiet. The same holds good for the numerous former fire-
breathers of Willaumez Peninsula which are mostly wocded up to the top.
But the hot springs at their fcot show that there is still subterranean
activity. There is bubbling and steamiﬁg all round the shore of
Hanam harbour, which is a crater lake. It is a desert area, strewn with
scorched blocks of stone, brightly ccloured and reeking of sulphur.
At the edge of the area lies the Little Geyser; a flat stone basin,
about 4-5 m wide and | m deep, surrounds a hole about 1 m deep. We
will let an eye-witness, Fr Grlindl, describe it: "The steaming water
rises slowly but steadily. After about 30 minutes it had almost reached
the level of the wide basin; then the rise and seething became more

pronounced. The water rose quickly, the basin filled quickly and a
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boiling, hissing column of water about 1% m in diameter shot up in the

air and kept a height of 8 m for several minutes. A thick cloud of steam
rose up. At first 1t was as straight as a candle, then it was bloﬁn
sideways over the top of the nearby forest. The column of water collapsed,
the basin emptied quickly, the water vanished gurgling into the depths,

to heat up again for the next outburst. Towards the centre of the

thermal area is the most interesting of these geysers; a crater cauldron,

steep-~sided, washed smooth, with boiling water hissing fiercely at a

depth of 3-4 m.

This geyser hurls its boiling, crystal-clear water up to ten
metres in the air once every minute. Also in other places on the slopes,
shining white clouds of steam rise Lno closirg commas, but this must

be the end of Fr Grindl's account],

At the western tip of New Britain rise two mere volcances,
Below, still active, and Hunstein, already extinct. In front of them in
Dampier Strait lies the volcanic Ritter Island. In 1888 it experienced
a volcanic eruption which also devastated the west coast of New Britain
and caused a destructive tidal wave there. The South Sea explorer
Parkinson relates: "On 18 March 1808 [sic - misprint for 1888l early in
the morning a tidal wave flooded the coast and ran along it so fast that
its coming was observed by soon after 7 in the morning at the most
northerly point of Blanche Bay. It had travelled along both the north
and south coasts of New Britain. The wave which travelled along the
north réached Blanche Bay first. The southern wave arrived ten minutes
later. In the inner angle of Blanche Bay, where Rabaul now lies, the
combined wave reached a height of 12 m and during two bours there was

a continuous advance and retreat of the sea. At the western end of

New Britain measurements established that the wave reached a height
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of nearly 12 metres. This wave caused terrible devastation along the

coast.

Long stretches were completely destroyed, the coast was
sheared off in places to a distance of | km inland and covered with inter-
locking fallen trees, broken-off coral rocks, all covered with sea, sand,
and rotting sea creatures. Numerous villages were washed away and a

great number of inhabitants lost their lives."

Northwest from Willaumez Peninsula lies the group of the French
Islands. They all consist partly of elevated ceral formations, but for
the most part of volcanic rock. On the so-called North Island there are
also hct springs and a not unimposing geyser. Menticn must also be made

of the crater lake on Rook Island.

To the east of New Ireland on Anir Island [also known as Ambitle Island]
there are several hot springs which constantly hurl hissing sulphur steam
into the air. There is also a small geyser there which sends aloft a 7-8 m
high fountain of water every 4 hours. On Lir Island [Lihir Island] a hot
sulphur spring wells from the ground and the original craters can still

be made »nut clearly on Anir and on Lir.

In the structure of all these islands there appear to be two
main types of geological formation: volcanic-eruption rocks and coral

rock.  The latter is in places lifted far above sea level by the thrust

of the volcano from inside the earth.

On account of the volcanic nature of the ground, earthquakes

are no rarity in these areas. They begin without warning and the earth
shakes in strong, short pulses. Soon the trembling runs like a wave
over the islands. For this reason houses are built of wood and on a

-
|
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concrete raft. Stone buildings could not withstand these shocks. The
wooden buildings may well groan and creak, or be pushed away from their

concrete rafts, but they do not collapse so easily.

So our missionaries do not only work in an unhealthy climate
and among wild people, but also literally on unquiet and hot ground. God
grant that the raging of the elements in June of this year is the last to

endanger and destroy the life and work of our missionaries in the distant

South Seas.

Captions to photographs:

P. 310 [Karavia volcanc in full activity. The view of the 'Mother'
and 'South Daughter' and towards Rabaul is hidden by clouds

of steam and ash and the southeast wind drives these over the

facing shere.

P. 311 Partial view of Blanche Bay with the extinct volcanoes 'Mother'
(left) and 'South Daughter' (right), between them the still
active volcano Kaia (X). When Kaia last erupted (1878)
Vulcan Island rose out of the sea (right foreground). Alongside

it Karavia (XX) erupted and the new volcano joined the island

to the mainland.

P. 312 On the rim of the crater of the new volcano: above, the rim

of the crater facing the observer; in the depths there is still

rumbling and steaming.
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APPENDIX: EXTRACT OF NARRATIVE OF 1937

RABAUL ERUPTIONS BY N.H. FISHER

The 1937 eruption was undoubtedly preceded by many warning
phenomena whose significance would have been appreciated by a trained
vulcanologist.  Many of the phenomena which may have occurred, such as
changes in the temperature, the quantity or the composition of the gases
being given off by the fumaroles in and outside of the craters, and
possible increases in the gas ebullitions and water temperatures around
Matupi Bay and in the wells at Rapindik, have not been recorded and |
consequenfly there is no means of telling whether they took place or
not. At Keravia [Karavia] and Vulcan Island, however, premonitory
symptoms were observed whose importance would never again be underestimated
by the people of Rabaul. Very small earth tremors were experienced
for several days before the eruption and Father George Boegershauser
reports that three days before, at Tavailiu [Tavui-liu], on top of the
hill opposite Vulcan, tremors apparently vibrating in a vertical

direction were noticed.

The first generally recorded phenomena which can be regarded
as an indication of approaching activity was the very sharp earthquake
shock, intensity 8 on thé Rossi-Forel scale, on Friday, 28th May, at
approximately 1.20 p.m., lasting about 30 seconds. A series of landslides
occurred along the Kokopo Beach road, cracks were formed in the ground
at least in the south-west portion of Vulcan Island, and a cliff on the
western side of the lagoon on Vulcan Island disappeared. Mr Furter's
house at Keravia partially collapsed, but buildings at Rabaullwere not
badly affected. After this shock, complete calm prevailed in Rabaul

. until early Saturday morning, though tremors were felt continuously at
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Rapindik and at Keravia and Taliligap [Taliliqapl]. At approximately 5.5 a.m.,
Saturday the 29th, another tremor occurred, severe enough to awaken
sleepers and cause pictures and bottles to fall to the ground. This
initiated a continuous series of shocks of greater or less intensity

which was maintained until the eruption at Vulcan Island began. These
shocks were mostly short and, although it is reported that many lasted
over a minute, their average duration was not more than ten secbnds,

each one being separated by anfinterval of about thfee minutes, often
considerably less. During the 1lull between the sharp shocks, a gentle
vibration was maintainedf It is difficult to establish any definite
direction for the main shoéks, which seem to be more in the nature of
severe vertical or rotary impulses of high frequency and intensity.

If any directional component can be asserted, it was in Rabaul from the
south-east to the north-west. The tremors were especially severe about

10 a.m. and for much of the morning it was impossible to write during
their maximum periods of vibration. The intensity of these shocks, like
that of the one on Friday, decreased rapidly away from the vicinity of
Blanche Bay, being quite mild at Kokopo, Malabunga and Keravat, and not
felt at all at the Warangoi River. Visible results of the tremors
included further landslides along the Kokopo road, the fall of a considerable
section of rock from the top of the larger Beehive on the western side

at 12.45 p.m. on Saﬁurday, the formation of horizontal cracks in. the
cement floors of the native labour quarters at Rapindik, leaking tanks

in various places, and the opening of long, very narrow cracks in the
ground on Matupi Island [Matupit Island] about 200 yards on the Rabaul
side of the Seventh Day Adventist Mission. The longest of these cracks
was approximately 50 feet in length, and their general direction ndrfh—east

to south-west. In the course of an inspection of these cracks at | p.m. on
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Saturday by Government officials, deep rumbling noises were heard

which seemed to be coming from the bottom of the bay in the direction

of Vulcan Island.

Another phenomenon which occurred about 2 o'clock on Friday
afternoon, following and probably consequent on the earthquake shock,
was a fluctuation in level of the waters of the harbour, which first
receded gently up to 100 yards out from the shore and then returned to
their normal place. At Vulcan Island the water went out slowly and
then came in again 150 yards past highwater mark, then receded back to
normal, leaving manystfanded fish. At Keravia Bay at this time (1.30 p.m.)

the water came up over the road, 6 feet or so above the usual water

level.

On Saturday morning, probably between 8 and 9 o'clock, definite
elevation occurred around Vulcan Island, the effects of which were
particularly noticeable in the shallow area between Vulcan and the
mainland, and to a certain extent on the north and south as well.

Even on the east side of the island, which slopes steeply down from

the shoreline, the reef became visible. Several small islets up to

6 feet above water level had come into existence and a much greater
extent of beach than formefly, composed mainly of raised coral reef.
Also the sea water on the foreshore near W.R. Carpenter's boatslip

was noticed by the overseer of a native road gaug to be béiling. This
was probably due to gas ebullitions, not boiling water in the correct
sense. About 1l a.m. the shallow reef at the south end of Matupi Island
was ébserved to be exposed - the first time it had ever appeared above
the éurface of the water. At 1.10 p.m. the water became disturbed

and muddy around the reef on the west side of Vulcan Island and it began to rise.
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At 1.15 p.m. it disappeared and at 1.20 p.m. came up again. During
the afternoon many of the natives from the adjacent village were engaged
in looking for stranded fish on these exposed reefs, and about twenty

of them are reported to have lost their lives when the eruption occurred.

The months of April and May had been particularly dry, the
respective rainfalls registered being 96 and 244 points compared
with average rainfall for the same months over 23 years of 1,015 and
523 points. Of the 244 points recorded for May, 130 points had fallen
on wadnesday, 26th, or Wednesday night, but both Friday ana Saturday
were fine, dry and hot. The meteorological readings at the Botanic

Gardens at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 29th May, were -

Barometer (corrected to mean sea level 29.769
Attached thermometer 92

Humidity 57

Wind S.E. - Fcrce 2
Cloud scale 2

Visibility Good

The actual eruption at Vulcan, which commenced just before
4.15 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, was observed at unpleasantly close
quarters by several Rabaul residents. Mr E.W.P. Chinnery, Director
of District Services and Native Affairs, Mrs Chinnery and Mr G.H. Murray,
Director of Agriculture, were out‘in a launch with some of the officers
of W.R. Carpenter's island steamer 'Durour', 820 tons, which was
undergoing repairs at W.R. Carpenter & Company's slip on the mainland
opposite the south end of Vulcan Island, and while they were examining
the newly-raised land the eruption began. First some of the smatler
islets were observed to grow larger and new ones came up. Then a causeway

suddenly rose out of the sea near the Durour slip, joining Vulcan Xsland
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to the mainland, and other pieces of sea-bottom came up near the Durour.

This was very closely followed by a dull explosion, and in Mr Chinnery's

words -

'About 100 yards behind us and approximately north by west of
the end of Vulcan Island, and just a few yards north of the islets
we had passed a couple of minutes before, a ragged-edged column of black,
liquid-like ejecta about 30 feet in diameter was shooting 40 feet or
so into the air. Eruption followed eruption, the height of the

column increased rapidly, and with continuous sharp explosions the base

crept towards us.'!

Shortly afterwards the launch grounded and the party were able
to clamber ashore and escape by car-to Kokopo, the rcad to Rabaul being
already blocked. The earthquakes ceased with the first puff of smoke,
which was accompanied by a faint rumble, but the explosions increased
in frequency and intensity, and the base and height of the column of
smoke, steam and dust expanded rapidly, reaching a height of thousands
of feet within a few minutes of the first outbreak. Terrific noise
accompanied the eruption, due partly to the continuous explosions,

breaking of trees and falling stones, but mainly to the accompanying

electrical storm.

It is reported from reliable independent observers that on
Saturday night the disturbance at Rabaul could be heard at Lindenhafen,
Witu and Buka, each about 185 miles distant. The rocks which accompanied
the dust and ashes of the eruption were shot up for a considerable distance
into the air, mostly breaking up in the process, then splashing into the

water and sending up clouds of spray and steam. The waters of the bay



in the neighbourhood of the eruption were visibly agitated by the
force of the explosions, and on the Rabaul side of the harbour the
water receded several times over 50 yards from the shoreline, then

advanced to above high-water mark and receded again.

Some observers report that at this stage a series of about
five explosions took place near the north end of Vulcan in a line
extending out towards the south end of Matupi Island and decreasing
in height and violence away from Vulcan. Others, however, maintain
that this phenomenon was‘really only a horizontal blow-out from
approximately the position occupied by the present embayment on the

north side of the volcano.

The huge column of white steam clouds charged with brown and
black "smoke" - pumice-dust and ash - and hurtling rocks in the lower
portion continued ascending to the skies to a height of 25,000 feet or
more, Trising first as a majestic wreathing column and spreading out on
top into a vast pall of dust, always to the accompaniment of frequent
loud explosions followed by volumes of dark-brown dust. A moderate
wind was blowing from thesouth—east;and the upper portion of the
cloud moved slowly towards the north-west. However, helped by a temporary
south-west breeze, which ceased between 7 and 8 p.m., it spread sufficiently
in the early stages towards the east and north to envelop Rabaul and the
North Coast in a dense cloud of pumice-dust. This cloud of dust,
striking Rabaul a little after 5 p.m., caused the "black-out'" or thick
darkness, which added so much to the terrors of the eruption and to the
difficulties of tranmsport. Dust was deposited to a depth of 1 to 3 inches
over the town area, and its weight on the branches of the trees caused

many of them to break and fall into the streets. The dust fall continued
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well into the night, and at 8.30 p.m. it is recorded to have been still
showering lightly. The main body of the lighter material, however,

was carried in the principal wind direction to the north-west, covering a
portion of the aerodrome road along the ridge top to a depth of 2 feet
and the whole of the North Coast-Natava-Tavilo area with at least a
couple of inches of dust. Very fine dust was carried long distances,
and a quite appreciable though light fall occurred on some of the -
plantations along the North Baining coast. Planters in New Ireland,
100 miles from the scene of the eruption, noted and wondered at the
presence of dust, on Sunday morning, as a fine greyish powder covering
the grass and plants both in and outside the houses. Dust was seen

on the decks of the 'Montoro'at sea as it steamed to the assistance of
the population, 150 milesnorth-west of Rabaul, and 100 miles out the
atmosphere was so heavily charged with fine ash as to necessitate closing

the portholes and other dust prevention measures.

The main dust cloud, which drifted in a general north-west
direction from the volcano, was accompanied by a terrific electrical
storm, caused by the friction of the dust particles. Vivid and continuous
lightning 'of every description illuminated the black cloud, and the
thunder mingled with the roar of the volcanic explosions to give a
continuous crash of sound, described by those who remained in Rabaul as
worse than a heavy artillery barrage. During the night heavy rain
fell, principally over the area covered by the dust cloud. Rabaul
had none, neither had Taliligap nor Kokopo. This was at least partly
due to the condensation in the upper air of steam from the volcano and
also probably sea-water mechanically ejected into the air in the form of

vapour by the force of the explosions. Over the elevated area north-west
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of Vulcan where the fallen dust and pumice had already been thickly
deposited, almost all of this water ran off instead of being caught

up in the vegetat:.on as formerly, and wide torrents carrying a large
volume cf water were formed in what had been previously only dry

gullies. At 12.30 a.m. some of those near the beach at the north

coast were knee-deep over a considerable width and by 3 a.m. the same
ones were waist-deep. In their upper portions deep ravines were

gouged out down through the soft pumice-ash of former periods of

eruption and thousands of cubic feet of pumice, mud and sand were

carried down and deposited at the mouth of the gullies, extending the
shoreline in places, particularly along the north coast, 100 or 200 yards,
or even more, out to sea. In some of the gullies, underground reservoirs
of water appear to have been tapped, for a considerable stream of water
vas seen issuing from the side of one on Sunday morning, and a similar

occurrence was noted near the head of another gully a few days afterwards.

Between 7 and 9 p.m. on Saturday, 29th May, the waters of the
harbour at Rabaul rose and fell continuously, taking some four to five
minutes between the least and greatest depth. At least three of the

waves produced ranged from 7-8 feet below to the same distance above

ordinary high-water mark. The schooner Induna Star, drawing 6 feet
of water, was floated by one of the waves over the small low wharf at
the back of the Burns, Philp's store, carrying it away by its weight.
Several smaller boats were lifted high and dry and one or two others

disappeared. R. Kendall, Captain of the Induna Star, observed that the

rise and fall of the water appeared to coincide with the more active

periods of eruption. He further remarks -
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'During the First three hours active eruption was practically
constant and no change was observed in water level (after the initial

fluctuation at the beginning of the eruption).

At about 7 p.m., however, definite periods of active eruption
were fcllowed each time by corresponding periods of dormant steaming,
and it was during this pericd, and prior to the risirg of the rim of the

crater above sea level that the tidal waves were observed.

During the dormant periods enormous quantities of water must
have been pouring into the crater itself, and the harbour, holding a
comparatively small quantity of water, was thus lowered consiierably.
This was followed each time by a violent and sustained eruption which

stopped the flow of water into the crater.

When the rim of the crater appeared above the sea the waves
ceased and I proceeded to sea, but owing to frequent stoppages to clear
injection pipes choked with pumice it was midnight before I was at the
harbour entrance, and, passing within 1,000 yards of the very hot rim,
was able to see that it was by this time about 100 feet above sea level.
Two hundred yards past the Matupi light, the water was quite clear and

no further trouble was experienced.

Depth of dust, pumice, etc., on the ship's deck was fairly

even at 7 inches when measured the following morning.'

All Saturday night the eruption continued with undiminished
violence to the terrifying accompaniment of deafening thunder and vivid
lightning. Severe earth tremors shook Rabaul and the area around the

harbour. The following morning, Sunday, Vulcan was as active as ever,
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and it is said to have concinued for 27 hours from the first blowout
without decreasing visibly in violence. Water in the bay early
Sunday morning kept fluctuating in level over a range of a couple

of feet.

It is difficult to obtain information about the position and
number of the sources of the explosions on Vulcan, as it was obscured
for most of the time by clouds of dust and steam. Observers at Tavuiliu
and Taliligap state that the eruption began a little to the south of the
main crater, which followed a few seconds later. This southern vent
continued active until early Sunday morning, when it died away and later
became filled in. The remains can still be observed near the top
of the present mountain. At 9 a.m. Sunday, three smaller craters were
observed from the south side to break out in quick succession. The
crater could be distinguished at times on Sunday morning, by which time
it had reached a height of probably 60} feet and apﬁeared to consist
of two distinct v2nts, the main central ore having built up on the
south and north-west, but open on the north to the other one, the site
of which is now oc.upied by the embayment on the north side of the
volcano. Undoubtedly, other smaller temporary centres existed, for the

remnants of many of them are still discernible around the sides of the

volcano.

Tavurvur [Kaia] crater erupted between 1.00 and 1.30 p.m. on
Sunday afternoon, 30th May; according to observers on the Montoro, at
1.20 p.m. The eruption began apparently without warning, no previous

sign of activity being visible from land inside the calderz rim sbout [51d

half a mile to the north~east of Tavurvur a similar miniature eruption



occurred, giving rise to two small craterlets, one of them with two
vents., Slightly more fine material was thrown out by these two, but no
water. It “s assumed that this outbreak coincided with the main one at
Tavurvur, thoi~h no definite inform=2tion has been received on this
point. A feature of both these and the Escape Bay craterlets was the
amount of poisonous gas which was given off. Numerous birds and
insects and a few pigs in the vicinity were killed, and the tunnel at
the Escape Bay éentre was still half-filled with a thick gas layer,
consisting mostly oif carbon dioxide, three months after the eruption,

but the gas had dissipated itself by the end of November.

Tavurvur ¢>ntinued to emit steam, mud and rocks throughout
Sunday night but had cuietened down considerably on Monday morning, when
Vulcan was still erupting fairly violently, hurling clouds of steam and
dust thousands of feet into the air. These who remained in Rabaul
unanimously declare that Sﬁnday was the worst night of all. Unpleasant
~sulphurous mud rained down for most of the night, severe earthquakes
rattled the buildings, the blinding glare of fierce lightning, together
with the deafening crash of thunder and the rumbling of the volcanoes
continued unceasingly. On Tuesday the violence and frequency of the
explosions was diminishing and by Wednesday evening the major force of the
outburst had died away. On Thursday it was reported in an official
despatch that both volcanoes were reduced to a small quantity of lazy smoke.
At Vulcan a new mountain had been built up, 760 feet in height, with a
basal diameter of about a mile, and a crater rim 600 yards in diameter.,
Tavurvur crater had altered little in dimensions except that the original
breach on the western side facing the harbour had been largely filled up,

as had also the !878 crater; a new elongated vent had been blasted out,
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including a hole through the rim of the crater on the north-castern
side; all the vegetation had been killed on the upper parts of the
volcano and on the north-eastern side; and the whole of the mountain
laid bare under a cover of grey mud and dirt, which on fine hot days
takes on a whitish tinge due to the deposition of salt from evaporating

water.
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Kurie Nadyridyen

Das Gebiet unserer Siidsce-Mission (chemaliger Bismarck-Archipel) ist veich an i

gen und erloschenen  Vulkanen. In

den ersten Tunitagen 1937 ficl dic Hauptstadt

der Insel Neupommern den plétzlichen  Ausbriichen dreier feuerspeiender Berge zum

Opfler,
Niihe von Rabaul,

Apoftolifdies Vikariat Rabaur (Siidfee):

Sn_ben erjten Sunitagen bradylen die deut-
fdyen Jeitungen die Nadyricht von verheerenden
Bulkanausbriidyen auj der Gnjel Neupom=
mern. - Guropaprely meldete:

Sydney, 1. Suni. — Die Stadt Rabaul auf
Qenpommern {[rithere deutfdye Kolonie) wurde
ourd)  eine Naturkataiirophe heimgefudyl.
Durdy  plilicye Vulkanausbriie  wurden
nahegu 5000 Dienjdyen obdadhlos, Dje nod
andauernden Ansbriidye fiberfdyittteten gange
Strafenglige mit Stetmmagfen uno Afhe und
madjen jeden Verkelr uniglid). Die Ein-
qebovenenjtadt fatte am meijten au feiben.
Cs entftand  eine Panik. Die Cinwohner
flidhteten in den nidftgelegenen Ort Kokopo.,
Die zuftindigen Behsrden haben fofort Ddie
notwendigen Seritte cingeleitet, wm die 5000
Menfdyen mit Lebensmitteln qu verforgen und
fie in Qollagern untergubringen. Unter den
von der Katajlrople Belroffenen Oefinden fidh
aud) 700 Weifse.

Sydney, 4. Suni. — Am Mittwady it aud
der dritfe Vulkan auf der Gnfel Meupommern
(New=Vritain) im Mandatsqebiet Neu-Gui-
fiea ausgebrodyen und fHot die Beripeerungen
in der Stadt” Rabaul und ihrer Umgebung
nody verfdylinmert, Durdy die nod) anbaltenden
Ausbriidye des dritten Bulkans ift dic Stabdt
ftark mitgenommen worden und fieht aus, als
fei fie erft Riivslich) aus dem Crdboden aus-
gegraben worden.  Die Hiiufer find feilweife
bis g erften Stok von den ausgejpicenen
Crd=" und Sandimajien begraben. 3ahlreidye
Hitufer find verbrannt und cingejtiteat. ” 3all-
teidye Sdhiffe in dem Hafen der Stadt, defien
Ausfahrt nahesu verfehiittet ijt, wurden jer-
jtirt. " Bisher ift ein Menjdyenleben gt b=
klagen. Gs hanbdelt fi) nac) Beridyten des

Adminifteators wm einen Photographen, der
unmittelbar vor Ausbrud) des Bulkans auf

Unser Bild zeigt dic Vulkane »Mutter”, | Kaia' und

nolidtochter” in  der
Foto Mission Rabaul (4]

deffen alber Hishe Auinahmen madte, ady
Deinung des Adminifirators ditrfie - die Bes
vilkerung von Rabaul, bdie aunddyjt in cinen
Nadybarort  gefliidytet ijft, in 14 Zagen in
ihre Heimat suritckkehren, Die Vulkane haben
jebt ihre Kitigheit cingeftellt, und bdie Nuf-
viumungsarbeiten find in vollem Gange.

Sydney, 7. Guni. — Nady den erften Fejt=
ftetlungen follen die Vulkanausbriidye melreve
Jundert Todesopfer gefordect haben. Die qe-
naue 3ahl kounte nody nidyt ermittelt werden.
Unter den Toten befinden fidy meiflens Sranen
und Gleine KRinder, die bei der Ploslichleit
der Ausbriidye nidht mehr der Gefahrengone
entrinnen konnten. Dbwohl die drei Bulkane
aur Rube gelommen find, wagen ¢s die Be-

~

wohner der Stadl nod) nidyt, surlickgulelren.

Diltrup: Aus der Miffionsprokue in Coogee
(lujteaticn) lief hice am 8. 6. cin Telegramm
cin des Jnhalis: W Beflers feleqeaphicet: Nile
Rabaul-Miffionare geretiet. Filoey.” — Ein
Zefegramm an die, Handelsfirma Milting in
Hamburg vom 7. G, befagt: |, Alle geretict.
Sel)s  Stationen Schaden an  Haus  und
Waren. Sdyaden feheint grifer u fein, als
urfpriinglich angenonmen wirde, !

Jach diefen Meldungen, deren Cradngung
wir abwarten wund an diefer Stelle unforn
Lefern  mitteilen werden, Dbraucyen icy  dic
Angehirigen unferer Miffionare keine Sorge
au machen. In der vom Ungliick  betroffenen
Stadt Rabaul, die etwa 30 Nilometer von der
Haupljtation Bunapope entfernt ijt, befafy die
Mifjion cine Kirdge mit cinem aujtralifgen
Pater und eine Sdyule nit aujtralijden
Sdpweflern.  And) dicfe Mijfionare find nad
obigen Mieldungen qeretlet. Mir wollen dem
Ot $erzen Sefu Dank jagen, daf es die
Werlke der Miffion bei der jurdtbaren Kata-
jtrophe fo guidig in feinen Sdyul genonunen
hat.
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Grelle Blitze durchzucken d
vou Dampf und Asche,

as Dunkel und beleuchten die Umrisse der
dic dem unheimlichen Kraterschlund entsteigen.

riesigen Wolken

Fato Mission Rabaul (9)

tiber die furdyibare Dulkankataftrophe im Gajen von Rabaul (Xieupommern), von der
wir im‘:ﬂﬂihcft Rurie Uieldung gaben, aingen uns am 25. Juli die eriten erjdlitternden
Beridite 3u, die wir hier um 8bdruck Dbrinaen.

1. Beridyt des hodyw, P. K. Sliiter, M. S. C.

Dunapope, den 1. Juni 1937.,

Der chemals  deutjdye Bismardardyipel
(Sitdfee), in dent die deutfdjen Niiffionare
vom Dbift. Hevgen Jeju (Hiltrup) igr bl
hendjtes Niffionsfeld haben, ift als Dulkan-
‘und  Erdbebengebiet bekannt.  Der Tefste
Dulkanausbrudy erfolgte im Jafre 1878 in
unmittelbarer 1dhe des fHeutigen Rabaul,
des Regierungsfites des auftralifdyen Nlan-
datsgebictes Neu=Guinca. Damals entjtand
etin newer, Rkleiner Hrater, der fogenannte
Kaia, am Sufe der ,Mutter”, (Die drei
Krater ,Mordtodter”, , Niutter” wund #S1id:
todyter” umjdylicfen den Rabaulhajen von
Movden nady Ojten.) _

Beim  damaligen  Ausbrudy evfob fid)
audy Jiidlidy von Rabaul cine &leine Injel
aus dem Nieere, die fogenannte Dulkan-
infel, die jefit am 29. NMai den Berd des
newen Rusbrudys bildete. — In Kitrge will

id) die Ereignijje der leften Tage Jdjildern,
wie id) fie jelbjt eclebte.

fm 29. Uiai gegen 16,50 Uhr jichen wir
auf der Devanda des fhohen Patreshaufes
it Dunapope. Da madyt nid)y ein Pater
auf cine Wolkenjdule im Mordweften auf-
merkfam, die im Augenblich midtige Di-
menfionen anninumt und wie cin gewaltiger
Blumenkolkopf ausjieht. Sofort denke id)
an ciien Dulkanausbrud), sumal jdjon den
gangen Tag andauernd Erdbeben 3 ver:
Jpitvenn waven wud am Tage vorher cin
Gvdbeben  von  bejondever  Stirke ftaits
gefunden Natte, bei dem cines unjever
Qaufer in Haravia jammengebrodyen war.
(Nittags Hatten unfere Seute Karavia, wo
wiv unfere Rleine Sdyiffswerft haben, ver:
laffen, da das unferivdifdye Grollen und
Domnern 3u unheimlidy wav.) Sofort alars
mitren wir P, Vevwalter und fahren mit
dem Bifdof und P. Superior in die Ridy-
tung des Ausbrudys. Uury hinter Raluana
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Mission Rabaul (9)

ispomnterst), von der
ften evjdittternden

[eten Tage [dyildern,
-
jso uhe jtehen wic
-nohen Patreshaufes
adit mid) ein Pater
i Movowejten auf-
 fblik mdadytige Di-
no wie ¢in gewaltiger
cht. Sofort denke id
, 3umal jdhon den
.o ErObeben 3u ver-
m Tage vorher ein
er Stirke ftatt-
e eines  anferer
lntengebrodyen war.
¢ Leute Karavia, wo
isewerft haben, ver-
fdie Grollen und
Moar.) Sofort alar-
Iter und fafren mit

eriov in die Rid)
]rg, hinter Raluana
[2

it der Blidk auf den wewen Yvalev frei,
Qier wiiffen wiv aud) Hallmadyen, da der
Bimsfteinvegen in Gejlalt wingiger Kiigel:
den beginnt, Ein jdaurigsfdydner Anblid;
bietet fid) uns dav. Ped)fdwarje Ajde
maffen fdyiefen wie gewaltige Pfeile nady
allen Ridytungen iiber 1000 Dleter in bdie
Hohe, wn dann Tangfam  nicderzufallen
und allmihlidy cinen anfehnliden Berg 3u
bilden.- Wie Hometen faufen madytige, Heife
Steine hevab und lfaffen eine weiffe Raudy-
fahue Binter fid). Gewaltiq ijt das Auf:
fprifen im Nleere. Stindig jucken dic
Blifge, kradyt und grollt der Donner. Don
Augengeugen hoven wir, daf der erfte
Ausbrud) in der Sce am Mordwejt-Ende der
Dulkaninfel erfolgte. Wir fehen, wie beim

- 5
RT3 o

R

herefdyenden Siidoffwind die fangfan auf
mehreve  taujend  Heter  hinaufquivlenden
Raudy= und leidylen Ajdjewottien fidy houpt:
jidlidy auf dic Gegend jwijden Haravia
und Nalaqunan fenken. Vou Rabaul ift
nidits ju fehen, da die Ausbrud)fdule die
Sidyt auj dew gangen Bafen fperct. Deuts
lidy erkemnt man trofy des didyten Ajdye
vegens immier neue Aushritdie und neue
Scuttmafjen in der Ridlung auf Nalupit,
fo dafj es Jdyeint, afs ob der gange Rabaul:
hafen abgejperet witvde. Male Dbei oder
newentftandenen 3njel fehen wiv cin wei-
fes Segel, das Dald wicder ver[{diwindet,
Spiter fhoven wir, daff diefes Boot den

. Weifien von dex 3Infel folen jollte, der

dort als Auffeher der Quarantduejtation

Dic Gazclle-Halbinsel, der Schauplatz der riesigen Vulkanausbriiche, liegt im Nordosten

der Insel Neupommern. Wihrend dic

drei  Hauptvulkane ,,Nordtochter*’, , Mutter*

und ,,Siidtochter* ruhig blicben, wurde die im Jahre 1878 entstandene Vulkaninsel
durch drei neue Kraterausbriiche um cin Mehrfaches vergribert und mit dem Land

verbunden  Fast  gleichzeitig  traten  auch

diec am Fulle der ,,Mutter* befindlichen

alten KNrater ,,Kaia** und ,,Jakupia'* wieder in Titigkeit.
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auf die

fungterte. Die Eingeborenen jollen jdywim:
mend das Land erveidit haben, wdhrend
der Weifje vermifjt wird.

Da der Bimsjteinregen ftarker wird, ma-
dien wiv bafd wieder Hehrt nad)y Dumapope.
Dort trifft gevade wvonm bder Polizel in
Hokopo bder Auftrag ein, unjeve Pinafjen
nady odup ju [dyidien, wm die nad) dort
geflofene Beodlkerung von Rabaul nad
Dunapope 3u holen. 3dy fafre mit und
nefme fiiv alle §alle die feiligen ®Ole wd
Taufwajjer mit. Wir finden unjeren Weg
nur mit Bilfe der Dblendenden Blife, die
ohne Unterbreduug durdy die pedyjdyroarye
Nadit gudien und die ungeheure Raud):
wolke umrahmen. 3u Modup Iiegt die
gange Kiijte im [elten Sdpein der Auto-

lampen. An die 200 Europder und Afiaten

Dringen wir auf den Pinajjen unter. Die
fibrigen mitjfen auf wufere Rild&helhr war-
ten, Die ganze Madit find unjere Pinaffen
unterwegs und bringen die von Ajdje ver-
jtaubten Leute, die alle nur das nadite
Leben gevettet haben, nady Dunapope und
Kokopo. Erfdyiitiernd Jind die Evzahlungen.
Enlfefen und Grauen fteht nody i den
Gejidhtern jo mandjer gejdyricben, die den

Blick auf die gewaltige Wolkensiiule, die ihren verhcerenden Schlamm- und Aschercgen
Stadt Rabaul und unsere blithenden

o
X ;,),’

Missionsstationen entlud.

Tod vor Augen gefefen hatten. Eine Nlutter
trauert wm ifr von der Ajdye begrabenes
Hind. .

Sountaa, 30. Uiai. DVuunapope ift diber-
fillt wit Nienfden alfer Rajjen. Allen
haben wir einigermaffen Untevkunft wund
Efjen bieten Rénnen. Der ,Azerkaje’ und
LHdlwondou”  und  dem  amerikanijden
Dampfer ,,Golden Bear” gelingt ¢s, aus
Rabaul zu entkommen, von ciner 10-—15
Sentimeter didien Ajdyefdyidt bededit. Eine
Sunkmeldung ruft den aujtvalij@en Pajja-
gievdampfer ,Wontove” gur Hilfe. Ctwas
pater kommen  die  Drofjen  Pilanzungs:
pinajfen Nuruk” und ,Suduna Star”,

Alles .befeiligt fidy am  Rettungswerk.
Die Uvanken aus dem Weien-Hojpital in
Wamanula finden bei uns bejte Untevkunft
und  Vevpfleginng.

3dy fehlicfe mid)y unferm Bijdyof und dem
D. Superiov zu einer Sahrt gur Katedjijtens
Jdule Taliligap an. Die Sdyitler Jind Jdon
tags zuvor nady Dunapope geflohen. Diefe
Station” liegt etwa 300 Neter fhod) und
Dietet einen pradtigen BH®R auf die Bland)e:
Budt., So kiéunen wiv von dicjem nod
einigermafien fideeen Ovt die furdytbaven
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atten. Eine Mutter
*Bidye Gegrabenes

seapope ift {iber-
ler Rajfen.  Allen
i lnterkunft und
WA3ethase” und
o amerikanifdyen
" gelingt s, aus
“J ciner 10—15
t Bededit, Eine
iiralifdyen Pajfa-
jur Bilfe. Etwas
"I pilanzungs-
~Souta Star”,
m Reftungswerh,
Deien-Hofpital in
jte Unterkunft

1 Bifdjof und dem
rbur Hatedyiften-
diler find {dyon
ceeflofien. Diefe
Meter hod) und
uf die Blandpe:
n bdiefem nody
®ie furdytbaren

Teilansicht des Hafens von Rabaul vor der Katastrophe.

»Mutter',  rechts dic »Siidtochter”,  davor die  Kkleineren Vulkane
,._Iakubia"; aus der Sec ragen zwei Felsen, dije sogenannten
die Insel Matupit,

Etwas rechis vom Standort der oberen Aufn
vorgelagert die Vulkaninsel von 1878, Hier w
Wir schen die neuentstandenen Krater in T
geschwiiche,

ar der cigentliche Herd der
itigkeit, Dic Sicht ist durch den
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»Bienenkrbe, dahinter

ahme liegt dem diesseitigen Ufer

Im T—]intcrgrund links die

und

des Tafens
Katastrophe,
Ascheregen

T
R
Y




Eruplionen, und die graujig verunjlaltefe
Giegend anfs Dbefte Detrachlen. Wenn dex
Afdye: und Steinvegen fite Womente nad):
lifst, ficht man deutlidy, wic die am meiften
betroffene Gegend. jwifden Hovavia ‘und
Nalaquuan unter ciner walrjdeinlidy meh=
vere Neber didken Ajdejd)idyt liegt, aus dex
hin und wicder Baumititmpfe hervorvagen.
Der ausgebrannte Rumpf des Carpenter-
fdyiffes ,Duro” jeigt uns die Stelle, wo
einen Tag vorher nody unfeve Werft ge-
ftanden hat.

DSl — es ift genan 13 Uhr — De=
merken wiv, dafj der Rleine Krater ,Haia”
(vedits von Matupit) cine kieine, weife
Wolke trdagt. Und cine Sekunde jpiter
crfolgt audy fdjon der Ausbrud), Eine
fdjwarze NMafje von  Steinen und  Afdye
{dyiest 1000 Nleter fenkredit in die Hihe.
Hury davauf fieht man den Einjdlag Oex
Steinbladke in der See. E&s evinnert an
Bilder von Seefdfadyten; wur dafy hier
cinige Quudert Einjdylage auf einmal er-
folgen.  Sdyifungsweife 30 — 40 Nlefer
fprigt das Wajjer auf. Uber dem Hrater
fteigen die Wolken fmmer fhidher wnd fenken
fid) langfem iiber Nlatupit und Rabaul.
Jefit fefyen jidy aud) jwei Pinaffen der Ad=
ventijten, die ftavtbereit vor Matupit lagen,
in Bewegung und entkommen glitdklidy dem
Devberben. '

Auf dem Bergriiden jwifdien Tavui:lin
und Taliligap kowmmen wir i den un-
mitielbaven Beveld) des Gewitters. Blif
auf Blif sudit vor uns nieder, gefolgt von
ofrenbetdubendem Donner. Auf der Riidi-
fahet treffen wiv die Sdywejtern und Inter-
natsmadden von Tavui=liu, die nadis nad)
Dunakanao geflitdtet waven. Die Strajje
ift voll von flidtenden Eingebovenen, oie
graufige Gefdjidyten zu  erjdhlen wifjen.
Die meiften Toten {deinen in Dalaur
it Hegen,  Mandpe Jdyildern, wie diveht
ueben ihuen Nutter oder Vater, vorn jdywe-
ven Steinen todlidy gefroffen, gujammen:
bradjen.

Monlag, 51. Nini. Dunapope gleidgt
citem Qeerlager.  Geftern abend ijt die
LAonforo” mit 500 Shidplingen eingetvof-

few, dte jum  geépten Teil in Jidere
Gegenden abaejdjoben werden,  Allmdklidy
Lommd qudy Orvduung in wnjer Stitdllings-
lager., Unjere Pinaffen miijfen dev Regie:
ring jur Derfitgung jtehen, und unjere
Proviantlager  werden  {laattid)  bejd)lage
nafmt. Da der Ajdjeregen itber Rabaul
felbft aufgehdrt Hat, ijt es moglidy, an die
dortigen Dovratslager 3w Romimen und ge-
nitgend Proviant {iber den Berg nad) Modup
3L fdafien, von wo ihu dig Pinajjen nad
Dunapope bringen. Dorldufig ifl aljo keine
Bungersgefalr, “Ttherdies {ind Hviegsfdyiffe
und  Proviantdampjer felegraphijdy ange:
forbdert.

Den gangen Tag iiber ijt in der Halfes
drale  Ausjeljung des  Allerheiligiten und
Anbetung. Wie mandjer Cuvopder, Ajtate
und Uanake hat in diefen Tagen das Beten
gefernt! Ndge Gott das avme Land vor
weiterem  Unheil  Dewafren! Wie viele
Todesopfer it bekfagen find, kann man
nod) nidht fagen, da man wegen der un:
verminderten Tatigheit des Dulkans nod)
nidyt an die cigentlidien Huglitksorte Rom=
men kann. Bis jelst find ot Tamen von
ctwa 30 Eingeborenen bekannt.  Es jind
aber Deftimmt mehr Tote. Sefhr vicle wer-
den nody vermifit. DVermifft werden aud)
nod) etwa 5 Weie. Surdytbare Stunden,
Tage und Madyte voller Todesjdredien haben
unfere Datves und Scywejtern von Nala:
qunan, Ratunai, Tavui-liy, Habaiva und
Ramalnal durdylebt. Nandye glaubten nidt
mefyr, mit dem Leben davonjukonumen.

Heute fangt gegen 12,30 Uhr der Admi:
niftrator, der {id) gevade in Neu=Guinea
aufhiclt, mit cinem Slugieug hier an. Das
Slugieuq siehi, Jehr niedrig fliegend, cinige
Sdleifen {iber Dunapope und dem Ungliicks:
gebiet und Tandet daun auf dem joeben
fertiggeftellten  Stugplaly Dbet Dunakanao.

Jnzwifdyen ift der newe Wrater ju cinem
gany anfehulidgen Berg vouw 250 500 Nie-
tern angewadifen. & ift nidt abjujehen,
wann et aufhoren wird, ju jpeien. Einen
fhaurigjonen Anblidk Dictet der Hrater
bei Nadt, wean die votglithende Nlajje aus
deme Schlund emporfteigt und Tangfam an
den Wdnden fHevabflicft,




zihlt dem kleinen Hans

jEwald Thiesbiirger.)

elfenkirdyen,  Maria
e Griwe, Mma Frimb-
Sr.  Sdyreiber, BVingeny
Dues, Martha NRook,
ies Hollmann, Anto-

n, Srene, Anny und
nogemadt! Griifgt mir
$eeri Pajtorl), Diavia
an, G Winkier,
il (Sreut midy, dafy
] lebt und ou nod)
Shroder (Wsie geht s
wer? Griifie fic fehiin
BVater wud  Sante
-astinl, Daf Ou wieder
) felr gejreut!), Bar.-
s Bergelt's Gottl), H.
i der Preis Freupe
nkirdyen (Die Mar-
eiter fu!), Negina
Yein gemadyt! Am 15, 8,
idt, dafy B, Kellner an
“Petet fiir ihn!), Glje
eifrig, daf du' fogar
emlien fehickieft, Hoj-
dererhalten und in pen
L Eharlotte Surmann,
el,  NReging  Diots
hielt bden Preis!),
Wi, €l Sdjrier,
it witklidy eine lange
~Raf fie ihrem Sdyug-
¢ madhen midyen,
dtonat September.
)ies le[eu, modte idy
et die Freude, Ddic
“gnadit, flickt einem
chk ud wird gum

, tnd das find in
kinder. Darum: Aui,
_Sdupengel-Mionat!
berglidyem  Dante-
Oukel Paul,
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e Oliteup, Sor. Dilnfter,
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2. Beridht des hodpe. P, Proviugial Kon:
rad Gepers, Wi s, .

Dunapope, den 2, Juni 1937
Licber D.. Superior!

Das Telegranim von Ngr. Dejters wird
CEud) bejiiglich des Niffionsperfonals pe-
tuhigt haben, Der Ausbrud) des Dulkans,
der auf der Linje Dunapope:lﬁalaqunan
Karavia gegeniiber liegt, Dilt feit Sams-
tagmittag ununterbrodyen an, - Gott fei
Dank, dafj ¢s cin Meer-Dulan ift, foujt
wiren die Serftorungen nod) weit grofjer!
Anm Sonnfagnadwtittag it 15 Uhr brad
ploGlid) aud) dor Dulkan am Sufze dev
#utter” Dinter Matupit aus, der feit
1878 rubig gewefen war, So ftanden fid)
jwei tatige Dulkane gegeniiber. Was dor
eine nidyt erveidite, 3erftérte dor andere,

Es ift ein fr[)aurig:intcr-ci[antcs Sdyau-
fpiel, das wir pon Dunapope aus in etwa
jehn Kilometern nittelbar vor unfern
Hugen  Haben, Dunapope aleidt cinem
Ricfenfeerlager, da alfes nady Dier flient:
Weifje, @hinefen, Uanaken. Es waren am
Sonntag und Nonteg ca. 10.000 Slitdyt-
linge hier, bdie Juerit aus unferm Store
(Dorr‘atsbaus), dann von der Regierung,
die  Sdhiffe herbeiricf, verpflegt wurden,
Alles geht jedod) durdy unfern Stove,

Unfere Gebiude Jind mit Menjdyen ein-
fad) vollgepadit. Wnfere f(i11|tFi-d)c11~Sc[)iffc
find Tag und Madt witerwegs, um Slitdt-
linge 3u Bolew und Proviant heranzufdyaj-
fe. Wir Jelbjt find in dauerndem Alarms
Jujtand; denn der Wind braudyt fid) infolge
der Eruptionen und der einfady entfefli-
dien, dauernden -Gewitter nur 3u drefyen,
und gan Dunapope wére verfoven. Die
Schwefeldimpfe 3ichen Dbis hierher. Die
Gruptionen find von dauernden Ileidyten
Erdbeben Degleitet. §iir den Notfall find
fdon Patres, Briider, Sdweftern und die
Infaffen der Jnjtitute (ca. 600 Utenfdyen)
auf unfere Schiffe verteift worden, Die
Patres und  Briider wittden  nady Meu-
NMedklenburg gebradyt werben, Seit Sams-
tagabend ift audy die Katedyijtenfdyule von
Taliligap gerdumt; fie war anfangs hicr,
feit geftevn ift fie in Tapo.

Selr ftark gelitten haben: Rabaul, Niq-
laqunan, Ramalmal, Dunavavar, Rakunai,
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Tavui-liy,
(Dilangung) wnd Ratogor. 3dy jaly daven

{aravia, Habaira,  Duroye
bislang: Rakunai, Cavui-lin,  Kabairg
Durvour und Ralogor, Ein lrojtlofes Bifa!

Die anderen Stationen Jind im Augen-
blick nidyt 3u erreidyen, da der Steweg
abacfdmitten it und oje Steafen jerjtort
find. Weniger flark gelitten haben: M-
tupit, weil der Lavaregen 3u fdmnell daviiber
hinweg nad) Rabaul und Nalaquian 3
getricben wurde, Dunakanao (Pflanzung),
Dunalam  und Dolavolo.  ®D Mandres
(Pflanzung) und die Bainiugkiifte gelitten
haben, weify man nod) nidyt. Wiy fahen
gaeffern von Xabaira aus flavken  Afdye-
unft daritber lagern, dody ditefle s nidt
fo jdlimm fein, wie os e Aufdyein hat,
Alle  anbderen Stationen haben bislaug
nidits mitbehommey,

Die Nieldungen  der gevetteten Patres
und Sdwejtern Jind erjdiitternsd. Sie haben
oft den Tod nor Augen gehabt! s feqlt
bislang nod) P. Wend! von Ramalmal, &y
ift nod) dort und fdried cinen 3eftel an
P. Qalt in Dolavolo: AL vight Here, byt
no food!” (= Rier geht’s qut, nur nidts
ocffen! — D, Sdr) Wir konnten ihn
acftern nidyt erreidyen, da die Strafje Ra-
togor-Dolavolo durd) Fwei viefige Erdauf-
Tpaltung 3erftort ijt. € felbjt hann aber
nod) nady Dolavolo Rommen, und wir haben
it durd) cinen Kanaken entfpredyende
Anweifung aegeben.

3m Augenblick it es windjHle, fo daj
die aufgeworfenen  Sava- wpd Sdylanm-
Niaffen slemlid) fenkredyt que Eede falfen,
Der Kraterberg hat fidy in 3wel Tagen
fiber 200 ieter aus dem Nieer gehoben!
Es Deftept Gcfalyr, dafy der Bafen von Ra-
baul durd) dicferr neuen Berg, der bis 3u
b, Bienenkivben” reidyt, Jowie durd)
Sandbinke vollkommen abgefperrt wivd.

- Die Sandbinke erhoben fidy imnerhald von

5 Ninuten aus dom Neer, als der Hrater
hinter Matupit audy nod in Tdtigheit trat.
Diefen Dorgang habe id) it cigenen Augen
in Taliligap von der Hohe diber dem neyen
Xrater aus beobadytet. 3 lege cine Skizze
fiber die Situation des Rabaulhafens bei.

fm Sonntagmorgen vevjudyte id) nady
Rakunai 3u P, Laufer 3u Rommen, um
dort an der Proseffion teilzunchmen und
anfdficfend Vifitation 3u halten. 3In Du-
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sa gepflegten Garten nach der Katastrophe.

napope nahm man an, dafj Rakunai aufper
Gefahr fei. Aber in Taliligap war fdon
gar nidt mehr durdukommen. 3dy fulr
daher mit Br. Germann nad) Dunakanao,
wo wit P. Bogershaufen und vier Hiltruper
Sdiweftern von Tavui=liu trafen, die [id)
frith genug gefliidtet hatten. Die Sdhweftern
waren die ganje Madt im Sdfamm= und
Afdyeregen wnhergeivet; fie waren vom
Hopf Dbis 3u den Sitfen in Dredk gehitllt
und fatten nur gerettet, was fie am Leibe
trugen. P. Bogershaufen ebenfo! Duna-
kanao Ratte etwas Afdjeregen und fo
entfellidye Gewitter, wie id) fie nie in
meinen £eben mitgemadyt habe, Die Blifze
jdfugen auf 100 Nieter Eutfernung in
die Kokosbiwme cin. Daju das fajt nod)
unfeimlidere Rolten tie Urater unter uns,

Wir hovten, daf P. Caufer mit feinen
Leuten in Dunalama, ciner Mebenjtation
von Tavuislin, fei. Dort trafen wir ifn
aber nidit. Uanaken cviflten, er fei 3u
Suf nady Dunadidir untevwegs. Auf Hal:
bem Wege fanden wir i, In Kemd und
jerviffener Hoje und mit vollkomimen jor-
feten Scuhen taumelte er durdy das naffe
Kunat-Gras. Sonft hatte cr nidyts bei fid).
Gr war aus dem Beidytjtufl geflohen und
hatte den Talar unterwegs weggeworfen.
Seine Leute fatten mit igm die Shidyt
ergriffen — durdy ein Nleter diden Cavas
Sdfamm! Wiv bradyten ihn nad) Dunadidic

Liinen trostlosen Anblick bictet das Schwesternhaus von Tavui-liu mit scinem sonst

und fufjren dann bei entfellidiem Gewitter
durdy Kunai=Selder und Kokospflanjungen
juciik nady Dunakanao. Dort waven in-
jwifden aud) Nifgr. Defbers und P. Su-
perior 3winge ecingetroffen. Die Sdywejtern
Datte idy mit meinem Auto Dbeveits nad
Dunapope bringen Iaffen, ebenfo verfuhe
idy mit P. Caufer, der volfkommen erfedigt
war,

Uit Mijgr. Dejters, P. Superior, P. Bo-
gershaujen und Br. Combedt fulr iy dann
nad) Tavui=liu; dod) mufften wir unterwegs
die Wagen ftehen Iaffen und ju Suf wan:
dern. Die Station lag unter eciner diden
Sdiidit von Bimsftein-Lava und Sdlamm;
die Gebdude ftanden aber nody. In Tavui:
T fteht man foft fenkvedyt fiber dem tiefer
Tiegenden See=Xrater. Dort erlebte id) ein
Bild cines Dulkanausbrudies, das id) mein
Leben lang nidit wvergeffen werbde,

Da bder Harvavia-Dulkan weiter avbeitet,
wdhrend der Haia hinter Ulatupit nur nod
Raudpwolken ausitoit, fo kann Endgiiltiges
im Augenblik wod) nidgt gefagt werden.
Wir Doffen aber auf cine alhmdflide Be-
rubigung, da die [drediliden Gewitter feit
geftern aufgehort haben und audy die Erd-
Beben nadlaffen.

Sitr heute und wmorgen werden vier
Kriegsfdyiffe mit Cebensmitteln wnd Nledi-
kamenten  crwartet; es wird  albmahlidy
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J mit scinem sonst

J-\bieljlid)em Gewitter
0 Hokospflangungen
mao. Dort waren in-
cfters und P. Su-
;chn. Die Sdyweftern
¢ Auto Dereits nad)
laffen, cbenfo verfulyr
:lnol’lkomm‘en erfedigt
5, P. Supevior, P. Bb-
Sambedt fuhr id) dbann
Bten wir unterwegs
et und 3u Sufy wan-
ag unter ciner didien
ava und Sdylan;
t nod). 3In Tavui-
iwted)t fiber dem tiefer
. Dort crlebte id) ein
" Jeudyes, das id) mein
Fffen werbde,
ulkan weiter avbeitet,
ther Natupit nue nod
fo kann Endgiiltiges
it gefagt werden.
eine allmdhlide Be-
“Rlidien Gewitter feit
}l und audy die Erd-

morgent werden  vier
smifteln und Niedi-
b wird allmdplid)
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Traurig sicht s auch auf dem Kirchplatz von Malaqunan aus. Das blithende Leben der
Anlagen liegt unter ciner dicken Asche- und Schlammschicht begraben.

fnapp davan. Tote Jdeint es unter den
Weifen und Qhinefen e wenige 3u geben,
unter den. Eingeborenen vielleidit 100—
200. Die meiften konnten flichen, da dic
Eruptionen fid) erft fangfam 3ur Xata-
jtrophe ‘fteigerten.  Don  den Ntijjions-
fationen fdyeinen Tavuilin wund Nalagquuan
bie meijten Toten ju faben, aber aud nidt
fehr viele,

Ein fitr die Miffion brennendes Problem
wird fein, die Eingeborenen nen angujics
beln, foweit ifre Dérfer und Pilanzungen
jecftort find. Rakunai wird woll nidyt

3. Brief des hochw, P. Superior Hermann
Dunapope, den 6. Juni 1937
Lieber P. Weber!

Du brennjt wofl am meiften  davauf,
etwas- Ndheres vom jlingften  Dulkanaus-
brudy im Rabaulfafen 3u erfafren. Das
Ergebnis des Ausbrudys ijt ein neuer Berg
bon 500 Nieter Hohe auf der Dulkaninfel.
Als im Jafre 1878 der Kaia ausbrad)y und
die Jakupia Dildete, erhob fid) diefe Infol
an gegenitberliegenden Ufer bei Kavavia,
Seitdem fand am Wordende Menpommerns
kein: Ausbrud) mely ftatt. Um 1905 muj
der ,Dater” Ulavun jtark gearbeitet ha-
be und 1912 der Silekrater auf der Injel

wicder erdffnet werden Rénnen; ob Ramal-
mal, Tavui-lin und Nalaqunan, it nod
fraglid.

3dy habe jelt 3u wenig Ruhe und Seit,
um einen geordneten Detaitberidyt geben
ju kdunen. Dody habe id) den gangen Der:
lauj der Katajtrophe fiir cine fpitere Ge-
famtdarjtellung in Stidworten feflgehalten
md audy die betroffenen Ntifjionare bitten
laffen, ifre perjonlicen Crlebnijfe [dyrift-
liy nicderjulegen, die fider nody wviek in-
tereffante und  evfdyiitfernde Cingelheiten
des  graufigen Gefdehens  bieten werden.

awinae, W. $. a.

Lolobau; 1918 verwiiftete der Pago in
Nittenakanai  die Gegend, in der jelt
P: Sdpociger arbeitet,

Sreitag, den 28. Niai, exfolgte ein flavker
Erdftofy, dem ununterbrodjen kleinere folgs
ten. Die Erdbeben ficlten die Nadit durd)
an und verftdrkien fid) am andern Ntorgen,
befonders in Karavia, Gegen 10 Uhr wur-
den fie fo unbeimlid, dafy die Briider, die
an unfever Werft arbeiteten, den Plafy vey-
licjen.  Swifdyen Infel und  Ufer, etwa
200 Nieter, erhob fidy Land; dann begann
die Sec ju Drodeln. Gin Boot und ¢in
Hanw, die nalhe der Stelfe waren, ver-
fudten 3u. flichen; das Wanu entkam, das
Boot verfdywand im Steudel, die 4 Infaffen




jedody Lonnten Jidy an Sand velten. Dier
Uhr nadpmiftags endlidy brad) oic Holle
fos: cine viefige Wolkenfiule und  bald
davauf ungeheure Maffen von fAfdye und
Steinen wnd nafjem Bimsfteinfdlamni, dev
Junddjt iiber Haravia, Tavana, Tavui:liu,
Rakunai und Malaqunan niederging, dann
nady Norden abjdywenkte und die Haupt-
ftadt Rabaul belegte, Auswurf folgte auf
Auswurf, wund die Wolke nahm tumer
grofiere Ausdelmng an  und Jog  nad)
Wejten iiber Toluvir, Dunavavar, Ramal:
mal, Dunapaka, Ratogor, Kabaira wund
ftreifte die grofen Pilanzungen im Weber-
hafen; felbjt in Mandres und Dunamarita
lag der Bimsjtein nod mehreve Sentimeter
hod).

Alle unjeve Stationen hatten die Sron-
leidyamsprogeffion vorbereitet; der Brof-
teil der Ceute war {iberall fdhon verfanumelt
und flivdytete fidy in die Hirdjen. P. Mollen
und die Sdpweftern und Leute in Nalas
qunan faben Tobdesangft ausgeftanden, da
jie in Sinfternis gehitllt audy nod) [dywer
uter den Schwefelddmpfen ju leiden hatten,
Sie verliefen die Station am andern Nior-

Der neue Kraterberg aul der Vulkininsel vor Karavia, von

vierten Tage nach dem  Ausbruch. Im
tochter** “der ,,Kaia* mit Rauchwillcchen.
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qen, ume nady Dolavolo ju fliidylen. Diefe
Slation ift duvd) den Balanataman (1ord-
todyler) gefehitht und  bekam nur clwas
Afdyevegen mit. Die Dovfer inter MHa-
ravia  haben am  meiften  gelitten.  Die
Loute honnten nidyt flichen; die Biujer
jlitcgten cin und degruben ifre Bewohner;
Steinvegen erfdiug die S§lihtenden; dev
Jdwerve Ajderegen  zerbrad) bdie Hokos-
palmen, Brotfrudytbiume, Ulandelbdume,
Bananen und Papana. iber 200 Einge-
bovene kamen dort wn. In Tavui=lin wnd
Rakunai begaben jidy die Patves mit ihren
Leuten fofort .auf die Sludt i Ridtung
Dunalama, Dunadidir. Sie wurden vom
Afcdyevegen verfolgt und iveten in der
Sinjternis wmher, bis fie wm Niitternadyt
bas [dhifende KHivdendad) von Dunalama
erveiditen.  P. Provingial war Samstag-
nadmittag auf dem Wege nad) Rakunai,
um an bder dortigen Projeffion teilzunch:
men. € kam nue bis Taliliqap. Am an-
devi Ulorgen begab ev fidy nad) Dunakanao
und traf auf dem Wege den miide dafer-
Jdwankenden P. Laufer. — P. Wendt blich
mit feinen Leuten in der Nivdie (Ramal-

Tavui-liu aus geschen, am

Hintergrund  zwischen |, Mutter'* und »Sld-




volo 3u fliidyten. Dicje
" Jelanataman (Nord- -
bekam nur clwas '
tesBorfer hinter Ka-
meiften  gelitten.  Die
iehen; die Haufer
en ihre Bewolner;
Slitdhtenden; der
jetbrad) die Hokos-
“Yne,  Mandelbiume, o
- Uber 200 Einge-
unt, In Taoui=lin und
h_die Patres mit ihren
Sludit in Ridtung ]
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und ireten in dex
is Jie um Mitternadyt
d) von Dunalama
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Wege nad) Rakunai,
- Qrogefjion. teiljunch:
Taliligap. Am an-
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Der Karavia-Vulkan bei stiirkster
Formen der gigantischen Rauchsiule.

mal), ebenfo P. Utldy) in Habaira,

Die grifite Panik entdftand in Rabaul,
Samstagnadymittag. Die 6000 Einwolner,
Weifie, Gelbe wnd Sdwarze gingen alle
ihrem Dergnitgen nady, auf der Strafe, am
Badeftrand, auf den Sportplagen. Als die
Wolkenfdule hodfticg, tefen fie dem Ujer
W, um bdas pradtige Sdaufpict 3u be-
wundern; aber der Wolke folgte mit -
heimlidier Sdnelligheit der Sdlanmregen.
Jefit wandten fidy alfe sur Shudt iiber die
Berghinge am Ratavulpaf nad) Dolavolo
und itber den Namanulafatter nad) Modup,
i Sport= wund Babdeaniigen, in Autos, auf

b A )
.,\' ‘l
WAL )

I r:y:fr(“‘rf

Tiitigkeit.

Ly 4 i""
Lo AL ARG
aen

An riesige Blumenkohlképle erinnern

Safreddern und U Suf. Und als die
Nienfdenmaffe die Namanulahdhe hinauf-
dringte, fiel fdwerer Ajdjevegen auf fie
nicder, und tiefe Sinfternis hitllte fic ein,
Sie muften alfe Salrjeuge im Stidy lajfen,
und 3ujammengeballt, mit gejdpoffenen Au-
gen, fdhoben Jie fid) oic Anpodhe fHinauf.

Sdhon wm 6 U vief uns die Polijeis
jtation Hokopo um Hilfe an, da wnjere
beiden Nlotorfdyiffe , Paulus” wnd »Qerefa”
vor Anker lagen. Die Briider fubren jojort
3 dem jwei Stunden Safrt entfernien
Iodup, wm  die Sliidytlinge  Heriiber 3U
holen. , Daulus” hat bdie Sahrt in doev

dic
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Nadt deeimal, ,Tevefa” viermal gemadyt.
tie Willernadyt Ramen die erflen Euros

pier wnd Chinefen an, MWawner und Sraven.’

Jelit begamn die Einquarticrung, aber bald
mufsten wic es aufgeben; in der Madyt war
nidhts mehr 3u madien. Am andern Tag
ging die Polizel davan, die Sdaren ein
wenig  3u verteifen, aber immer wmélr
jtedmten herein. Der Dampfer ,Nlontoro”
war in der Madyt fevbeigerufen worden
ud bradyte am Madpmittag 5000 Eingebo-
rene. Sum Gliik hatte er aud) Lebens-
mittel an Bord. Wir hatten unjere Dorvats-
vdume [dfiefen mitffen, fonjt wdren wir
am crften Tage ausgeraubt wovden.
Dunapope ijt cin grofjes Hecrlager ge:
worden.  Die Haufer beider Sdweftern-
kommutnitdten Jind befelt, audy unfer gro-
fies Krankenhaus, in das die Kranken vom
Regierungshofpital  Mamanula  gebradt
wurben.  Ebenfalls ijt unfer grofer Erho-
lungsvawm in Bethania voll Delegt. Bei
P. Nuuedie in der Abteilung der Balb-
weifien fegen 240 Chinefen. In unferer
Kiidye Rodyt der Bruder aufser fiir wns nod
fiiv ca. 70 Weife, die Scyweftern ,Todter

R S

o £, Sran” Roden filr 60--70 und bdie
Dilteuper Sdyweflern fiiv 42 weifje Sraven
und Ainder. So qeht es jdon die gange
Wodje.  Seit vorgeflern vuht der Dulkan
fo giemlid). Der Aaia, der vovigen Sonn-
tagmittag 1 Uhr cbenfalls ausbrady, ftelite
nady dvei Tagen Jeine Titigheit cin, nady-
dem er feine Geflalt verdndert fat,

Das Sdyaujpiel der Ausbritdye war eingig
grofartig. Die Bildber Gonnanl Dir ecine
Dorjlellung davon geben. Al die Tage
hindurvdy lag die gange Matur in feierlidyer
Rube, als ftande fie in Ehrfurdt vor dem
Wirken der Altmadyt des Sdydpfers. Und
aud)y die Nlenfden wuvden fid) der Hand
Gotles Dewufst. Befonders die Eingebore:
new auf allen Stafionen offenbarvten cinen
Glauben, daf wir felber jtaunen muften.
Don Samstagabend bis Nlontag waren die
Kirdien Defeht, Tag und NMad)t. Bis vorn
auf den Altarvftufen Ruieten jie und beteten
laut. Alle wolhnten den {I. Neffen bei und
gingen 3ur O YLonununion.

Don den Eingebovenen find viele umge:
Rommen. P. Bégershaujen hat bis Heute
fdon 273 Mamen aufgefdyrichben.

Der neue Havavia Dulkan ift jefst 300
Nieter hody. Die Offuung Hat cinen Durdy-
mejfer von 500 letern, der Suf einen
foldhen von 1200 ietern. Die Wolken:
jaule fjtieg 3000 Nicter Qod), die Lavas
auswiirfe evveidten e¢ine {ohe von 1500
Nietern.

Die Angabe des Pater Provingials, daf
oie ,Bienenkdrbe” (Davapia) ein= 1und
der Rabaulhafen abgefdloffen feien, ftimmt
nidt mefr. Die Durdfahet ijt nody eine
Nicile breit und fiiv groffe Sdyiffe paffice-
bac. Der neue Berg fdyitljt den Hafen nun
audy gegen den Siidojt, fo daf er nody
ruhiger ift als bisher.

Hevslidje Guiife von wns alfen Dein
in @ 3. ergebener

P. Hermann Swinge, N, S. .

Blick von Vunapope aus aul den Rabaul-
hafen am cersten Tag des Vulkanausbruchs.
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Alle Ereignijje der Nlonate Mai wnd
Juni tvaten nafurgemdfy uriick vor den
Eindriicken der gewaltigen Dulkankatajtvo-
phe, die unjer apoftolijdes Dikaviat Ra-
Daul i den leften Nai- und erften 3uni-
tagen dicfes Jahres heimjudte. Selbjt die
wunderbare Seier des Krdnungstages des
englifdyen Hénigspaares am 12. Nai in
Rabaul mit feierlidger Shiffsparade, Seucr-
werk, Sadielzug und Dradyentany dev dyine:
lijdgen Beodlkerung und cinem  glingen-
dem Unmizug durdy die Stadt, bei dem oder
Wagen des P. Murdie und feiner Dalb-
weifjen Scyiifer mit dent erjten Preis aus-
gejeidpet wurde, findet in den Beridyten
aus der Siidfec dagegen uur cin geringes
Edjo. Alles hat der Kaia — fo feifst der
kleine Hrater jwifden ,Nlutter” und #Si10:
fodyber”, o wenunen aber audy die Heiden
den @eift der feuerfpeienden Berge — alles
hat alfo der Xaia mit feiner gewaltigen
Donuevftimme  iibevtont wnd it jeiner
Lava gleidfam im Gedddyinis der Nenjdyen
Jugededit.  So urmiddig war jein ungqe:
fliimes Aufbegehren, dafj man fein Sewer
und dwmpfes Grollen auf der fernen 3nfel
Poi wahrnehmen Gonnte und die Einge-
bovenen meinten, es fei Hrieg. Demgemif
fteht aud) unmjere feutige Ausgabe o)
gany im Banne des Haia, imdem wir die
Sdilderungen cingelner Mijfionare, dic uns
bis jefit crveidyten, hier folgen Taffen. Wir
bitten, fid) nidt an gelegentlidjen Wicder-
holungen 3u ftofien, da fie die Edytheit der
Bevidite verbitrgen und im 3utereffe einer
wahrheitsgetreuen Beridyterjtattung mit in
Kauf genonumen werden miifjen,

Aus Dunapope wird beridytet:

28, Hiai, Sreitag: Um 21k Uhe nady-
mittags erfolgte cin  weithin fithlbaves,
Jtavkes Erdbeben, das bejonders an der Urs
Iprungsftelle in Kavavia fo leftig war, daj
bev mefrere Nieter tiefe Secboden bis an
die ®berfladie gehoben wurde witd das alte
Laufenfdie Haus einftiteyte. Die Bewolte-
rin, Sran Suvter, die hrank ju Bette lag,
erlitt dabei duvey den wmfalfenden Sdyrank
cinen Beinbrud). Sahlveide Rleinere Erbd-
beben wiederholten fid) im Laufe des Nad)-
mittags und der Madyt und wurden am fol=
genden Morgen immer ftavker.

29. Miai: Bruder Avcrbed:, dev fid) auf
unferer Werft in Kavavia befand, verlic
wm 10 UQr mit feinen Boys den fdywans
kenden Boden. Ebenfalls verfich der Auf-
jeher der Quarantdneftation, M. Lambert,
die Dulkan=3ufel. Am lordende der Infel
begann die See g brodeln. Von Rabaul
kam N, Chinnery, Divektor of Native
Affaivs, wnd feine Srau mit dem ninmers
vufjenden Sotoapparat und v, luvray,
Divector of Agriculture, um jidy das wneue
Riff 3u bejehen, das feitlidy von der Infel
hodigekommen war. Sie fulren mit dem
Boot der Duvour, die auj Carpenters Hel-
ling lag, 3ur Stele. Nlr. Nicean traf
Dorbereitungen, die Duvour ins Wajjer ju
laffen. Da faj3 fie aud) fhon fejt, weil fir)
vor ifr die See in Cand verwandelte. Die
drei Bootsinfajjen bemerkten, wie fid) das
Wajjer domartig etwa 15 Nicter ¢rhob,
wieder uvitdkfank und von newem bis 3u
clwa 40 Nleter cmporfticg. Und damn
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vird_ beridytet:

B Um 21 Ul nadg-
T weithin fiihibares,
bas befonders an der Ur-
via fo heftig war, dafs
dticfe Sceboden bis an
hoben wirde und das alte
cigitiieste. Die Bewole:
¢ Rrank 3u Bette lag,
L umfallfenden Sdrank
“Baflreide Rleinere Erd-
) im Laufe des Nad)-
it und wurden am fol:
n™Mer jtdrker,
er Averbedk, dev fid) auf
hravia befand, verliefs
ten Boys den fdywan-
ventfalls verlicly der Auf-
tdneftation, Nir. Cambert,
‘ Mordende der Infel
- Jorodeln. Don Rabaul
Ty, Divektor of Native
> Svau mit dem nimmer-
tound Niv. WMurray,
«aile, M fidy das neue
as feitlidy von der Injel

ey Sie fulren mit dem
]z auf Carpenters Hel-
e, N, NicCean traf
ie Durour ins Wafjer 3u
~gd) fdjon feft, weil fidy
I(mb verwandelte. Die
‘Bmerhien, wie fid) das
etwa 15 Nleter erfob,
“d von neuem Bis 3u
Iporiticg. lUnd daun

Ly Y

folgte cine Explofion, und Waffer, Steine,
Afdie und Cava f[doffen mit ungeheurer
Gewalt etwa 2000 Nieter hod). Das Boot

- war nur 100 Neter entfernt. Die Iufaffen

fprangen an Cand. Stolpernd und auf
alfen: Dieven Rriedyend erreidhten fie cin
Auto und konnten nody entkommen. Ntit
ihrem cigenen Wagen war in der Der-
wireung N, NicCean  Deteits geflofen.

Don Rabaul jogen ju diefer 3eit Hun-
derte von Eingeborenen heim, die auf dem
Ntarkte waven. Ein Boot mit 5 Infafjen
voi Kavavi (ebenjtation von Dunapope)
befand fid) jdon in der Néihe der Dulkan-
3ufel. Der aufidyicende Wirbel erfafte
es und fdleuderte die Eingeborenen hevaus,
14 Tage fpdter wurde cine dor Leidyen, in
Jdywinmenden Bimsjtein cingefdyloffen, auf-
gefinden,

Es war 4 Ul nadymittags. Die ganze
NMatur ringsum lag in feierlider Stille wic
in Bewunderung des pridtigen Sdyaupicls
und der clementaren Nadytentfaltung, dic
da im Rlaven it der Somne vor ji) ging.
Die majiive Wolkenfiule ftieg mehrere tau-
fend Nieter und wurde dann erjt von oder
Luftitromiung evfaft wnd nady Nordwejten
abgebogen. Wir bemevkten die Saule cinige
inuten nad) 4 Ujr, Jeder ftaunte das
herelidye Bild an; wiemand bdadyte im evjten
Augenblidk an die Gefahr, die es bergen,
und an die Halajtrophe, die ihm folgen
kéunte. P. Superior rief die Sotografen,
bas fie [id) das Bild nidyt entgehyen lajfen
Jollten. D. Derwakter fufjy mit dem Bijd)of,
P. Supevior und P. Sdliiter dem Ausbrudys-
ort ju, um das Scdhaufpiel aus dor 1dhe 3u

Hinter den Palmen steigt die riesige Dampf-
siule des Kraters "hoch, die mit ihrem In-
halt der ippigen Vegetation Tod und Ver.
derben brachie (Foto Mission Rabaul §)

fehen. dAbulidy wavr es in Rabaul; die Be-
vdlkerung jtrémte dem Ufer i, wm den
jeltenen Anblidk 3u ganiefen,

Dor Niittag war P. Proviugial von Ra-
kanda juriidigekelrt, und um 3t Ubr fulpe
er inauf nad) Rakunai, um dort am an-
beren Tag an dev Projejjion teilyunchmen,
die wegen der grofjen Entfaltung cingebo-
veer Kundt cin Glanfliick 3u werden ver-
iprad).  Er erveidyte Taliligap, als fdjon
alte auf dem Springe waren, 3 flichen.
Dem erjten Stawnen war ndamlidy bald cin
grofier  Sdyrecken gefolgl. BDody aus der
Wollke, die fid) nad) Tovdweften mneigte,
Legann fid) der furdyibare 3nhalt 3u ergie-
Ben, der alfen, die davon Defallen wurden,
tas @rauen auf die Seele legte. Der erjte
Gufy ging fiber Havavia nieder und begrub
dent Belling mit allen Baufern. Mur das
Dady wunferes Niajdyinenhaufes, das ourd)
die Duvour gejditft war, ragte nod) Her-

-vor. Die Duvour geriet in Brand; unjere

alte Suva fank ab,
Der Abhang von Tavana hinter Karavia
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Die Eingeborenen staunten sprachlos das wunderbare Schauspicl der Naturgewalten an,

nicht  ahnend, welch  furchtbare  Stunden und  Tage iiber sic hercinbrechen  sollten.

war didt mit Wesleyanern bejicdelt. Iiber
300 von ibnen wurden in und aujjer den
Hiltten begraben.

Weiter ergof jid) der Ajdevegen {iber
Nalaquian und  Rabaul. Don Sdyrecdien
crgriffen wandte fidy die Beodlkerung pliy-
lidy sur Sludgt, die einen wejtwdrts iiber
oen Ratavul:Paf nady Dolavolo, die andern
novdwdrts fiber Mamanwla nady VTodup.
Sie flohen, wice fic waven, in Sportanziigen
wtd  Badekojtitmen,  Mur einige Chinejen
waren jo bedddtig wnd jduitrten jidy exit
et brandybaves Bitndel fite alle  Sdlle.
Die Eingebovenen, die auj dem Leimweg
vot  Nlarkt waven,  gevielen jum Teil
mitfen in das Unglith wnd wurden wver:
fdyitttet und begraben.

Jn tnumer newen Ausbrivden Jdob der
Dulkan jeine Lovamajjen nad), die in we-
nigen Stunden die gange WordRiijte {iber-
dediten wnd von unjeven Nlijjionsjtationen
vor allem Wiafaquuan, Taovui-liv, Raku-
nai, Vunavavar, Ramabmal, Ratogor wnd
Kabaira in NMitleidenjdiaft jogen. Es war
ein glitklidier Umijtand, dafy die mueijten
HKatholiken [idy auf den Stationen befan-
oen, teils wm 3w Beidhten, teils wm den
DProjejjionsweg 3u jdpmitchen. Sie flitdyte:
tew sumeift in die Hivdjen, Selbjt die Wes-
fepaner fiegen ifjre Gebetshiujer im Stid),
flitdhteten 3u unjern Leuten in die ivden
oder forderten fie auf, fitv jie mitubeten.

Der [pontane Ausdruck des Glaubens, dev
fiy it fauten Gebeten dufjerte, war itber:
wdltigend. In den  {iberfiillten Kivdpen
ordngten die Nlenfdpen betend wnd vufend
fiber die Womnumionbdnke, Deftiegen die
Altarftufen, einige jogav dew Altar und
umblaommerten das Tabernakel, Gott wm
Evbarmen Dittend. So verbradpfen fjie die
Nadyt int Sdhuf der Wirden, die alle jtand-
hiclten, wdhrend Odvaufjen  Kokospalmen
ftitvzten, Bdwme braden, Bdujer cinficken,
unaujhielidy  grelfe  Blie udten  wnd
furdytbaves Donnergefdfe kein Ende nalm,
Die Grenel der Derwiifiung qewaleten fie
erft am Movgen, da fie ins. Sveie traten,

freitid) e cin Sreies in des Wortes walp=

jtent Stune, wie fie es wody nie gejehen:
frei von Blattern, frei von Strdudpern und
Gritn, fret von Bananen wund Sriidyben —
cine wijte Winderfandjdyaft, Da madjten
aud) fie Jid)y auf die Shudyt.

Gegen 160 Uhr kam cin Anvuf von
Kokopo, unfeve Pinaffen jur Aufnalme dev
Stidyttinge nad)y Wodup 3u fdhicken. ,Pan-
lus” wund ,Tervefa” fulrew fofort ab und
braditen gqegen Nlitternadit die exjten Wei
fen und Chinefen. Bis zum Norgen mad;:
ten fie 7 Sahrien wund {dafften iiber 1000
Nienfdyen nad)y Dunapope.

30. Utai: Den Niifjlouspinajjen gejell-
ten fidy am Niorgen 3wei Thinefenfaf-
jeuge und andeve ju. Don der Regierung
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:] Naturgewalten an,

hercinbrechen  sollten,

] des Glaubens, der
cebiuBerte, war {iber-
iiberfiiliten  Uirdjen
~2y Detend und rvufend
inke, Defticgen die
egur den Alfar wnd
Tabernakel, Gott um
“Tuerbraditen fie die
J:Iwn, die alle ftand-
vatifen  Hokospalmen
hen, Baufer einfickon,
lige Judten und
kein Ende nahm.
vilftung gewafeten fie
ie ins. Sveie traten,
- | bes Wortes waf-
nod) nie -gefehen:
1 von Strdudern und
nat und Sritdyben —
u:ldyaft. Da madften
soud)t, :
am ein Anvuf von
=4 jur Aufnalme der
3u fdyicken. ,Pau-
Ween fofort ab umd
nadt die evften Wei-
~pum Nlorgen mad;-
Jdafften fiber 1000
pope. .
{fionspinajjen - gefell:
wei Chinefenfahr:
00 der Regicrung

-

wurde die ,Nontoro” e Bilfe gerufen,
Bald fatten wiv die ganze Beodlkerung
“von Rabauf in Dunapope, itber 6000 Wei-
e, Gelbe und Sdwarze. |, Nontore” nalym
5000 Gingeborene von der Novdkiifte auf
cinmal an Bovd. Regierungsbeamte enps
fingen alle an der Briide und verteilten
bie Leute, fo qut cs ging, auf die benady
bavten Pflanzungen und bei den Eingebore-
nen. Die Miffionsgebidude wurden bis in
ben duferften Winkel in Anfprud) genoms-
men, Die beiden Sdwefternkommunititen
beherbergten je 50 weifjie Svauen. Die
Chinejenfamilien wurden in den Sdyulviu:
men des P Murdpe Jmtergebradyt, Die
Kranken aus dem Regierungshojpital 1a-
mamla wirden i Bethania, dem Kran-
Renfaus der Uliffionare, cinquartiert, das
ihen ¢inige Tage [piter fite einen Nonat
gany cingerdwmt wurde.

31. Wai: Der Adminiftrator des Niane
datsgebictes, der in New-Guinea  weilte,
kam feute mit dem Slugieug: heriiber, Nad
eiigen Schleifen iiber dSem Unglitdisgebict
fanbdete o auf dem qeuen Stugplaly bei
Dunakanao und fulr fofort nady Wamanula.

2. Juniz Auf ein Beileidsfdreiben des

Noch vier Tage zeigte der Vulkan dieses furchterregende Bild.

hodywjt, Heven Bijdofs Dejters antwortefe
der Adminijtrator am 2. Juni wie folgt:

Bodywitrdigfier Heve Bijdyof! Es tut wir
[eid, dafy id) Sie am Ntontag nidyt gelvoffen

habe.  Sie Rémnen jidy denken, dafj mir

daran Tag, maglidjt fdmell nad) Rabaut i
fonmmen, Gerglidjen Dank fitr den freund-
Hdyen Ausdrude der TCeibnadpne an dem Un=
glitk, das wns alle betroffen hat. Boffent-
lid) wivd wiemand von Jhren Leulen ver-
mit. Bel wns ift mur das Cos dos Berrn
Elworthy 3ur Seit nod) ungewiff. Don allen
Sciten fabe i) von den unjdyifbaven
Dienjten gefhort, die hre Leute vom Be-
ginn der Hataftrophe an geleiftet haben,
dafy Sie Jhre Pinaffen, das Gofpital, Un-
berkunft, Devpjlegung wfw. 3ur Derfiigung
fetlten. 3d) madyte Sie bitten, fitv fid) und
3hre Niiffion die Derfidyering enlgegen ju
nehmen, dafy 3fre rajdie, energifde und

Jelbitlofe Bilfeleiftung die Ancrkenmumg und

deit Dank der Behorde und aller Biirger
verdient. Mit Ihnen hoffen wir feft, dafs
der Hrater Jid) Gald bevubigen und uns in
die Lage verfefyen wird, unfere Derlufte
it dibevfehen und mit dem Wicderaufban
3 beginnen. Es wiirde midy freuen, wenn

Deutlich sicht man, wic

sich der ncue Kraterberg aufl der kleinen Insel aufbaut.
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Sie meinen pevjulidien Dank alb 3fren
Ntiffionaven wnd Sdpwefiern, die fo fdpwere
Arbeit geleiftel haben, fibermitiem wollten,
3hr ergebenfler
W, Ramjay Niclicoll
Adminijtrator,

. fLaufer fchi‘cibt:

Dunabdidir, den 5. Juni 1937,

Sebenfalls hat es uns Rakunaiern nody-
mal gut gegangen, obwohf wir mitten in
der ,Bolle” fajen. Um 5 Uhr riefen mid)
meine Ceufe aus dem Beidytjtuhl.  Die
Wolke vom Krater war fdon faft fibex
dev Station. Nt den nddytjtehenden Sraus
armd Kindern fudle idy wody im Lauj-

Juitt nady Navwnavam  durdyyukommen. .

Aber fdon nady 10 NMinuten ging der
Steinjdylag nieder. Wir verkrodien wns
juerft in cinige £oder in der Strafens
bojdung, dviiditen uns aber davin fajt ju
Tode. Nt NMdnnern und  Jungen alfo
weifer  yum Bretterhous des To Puia.
Trommiclfeuer aufs Bledydad). War aber
nody ausjubalten. Etwa 50  Perfonen
dvdngten fidy im Tambolo (= Raum unter
dem Raus, das auf Pfoften fteht) 3ujam-
men. Damn ploklid) eine Wand, fdwar;
wie Sduhwidfe. Eine furditbare Angfl.
Alles Rlammerte fidy an mid). Reue wnd
Generalabfolution,  Dann - raufdte  die
Schlammflut nieder. Ununterbrodyen Blifye
mit Wirbelwind, der die Sdhlammafjen 1n-
ter den Tambolo trieb. Wir lagen flad)
ant Boden, ueben: und aufeinander, ficl:
ten: Bledftiidke zum Sdufe fiber uns, das
Hemd um Augen, Mafe und Nund gebuns
dem, mit Sdlomm  befeudytet gegen  den
Sdiwefel. Etwa 10 Niinuten, dann vdtete
Jidy ecin wenig der Bimmel Im Sdjein
dev Blifje fahen wir alle Baume und Ko-
kospalmen geknidkt ant Boden liegen, Ofue
0afj wir cfwas gemerkt Hatten, waven
jwei Hokosbdume quer iiber wnfer Raus
gefallen, hatten das Dady eingedritdit, aber
den Baw im Winde feftgehalten. Wir afjen

juerft cin Stiidkyen Kokosnufy, um Sand |

und Schlanm aus dem Munde 3u bekoms
men. Bis gegen 10 oder 411 Ul jafjen
wir nody jujammen und beteten, was wir
Tomnten. Im Often kamen allmdhlidy Nioud
und Steene duvdn  Im Schein dev Blike

SRR At

bradyen wiv auf und tappten uns durd
den gefallenen Bufd) vorvan bis jur Mavu-
navam=Ede. Dan freie Bahn und Dauer:
lauf bis jur Sdule Navunaram, wo id)
Schwefler @arola mit Niddden fand, die
i) nad) Dunakanao fdickte. 3y felbft
rafte wmit meinen Leuten weiter bis Duna-
fama. Dort kamen wir wm Nitternadt
an. Wegen der  furdytbaren Blie und

Donnerfiildge war an Sdlaf nidt 3 dens

ken. Am Sonntag frith ging idy damn wei
ter in Riditung Dunadidiv, wurde aber
wferwegs von P. Provingial Hepers auf-
gegabelt wnd nadpnitiags mit nady Duna:
pope genontnien, wo idy bis Dicenstagmor=
gen blied und ctwas ausruhte. Dann u-
il nod) Vumadidiv, wm bei meinen Seuten
wojein. Hewle, Samslag, fubr idy wmit
Bruder Severin wnd einigen Boys nady
Rakunai, Joweit wiv kanen. Haben alfer
fei aus Daus und Kivde jdyaffen konnen.
Nteine Schule liegt zertrimmert, jonft jte:
fen die Gebdude nody, dody find fie Jlark
bejepadigh,  Alle meine Rakunaier waren
am Ungliidistag wegen Sronleidynam auf
der Station verfammelt wnd hatlen fid)
i die Hivde gefliidet. So wurden fie
gerettet. TTur von jweien weify id) fider,
dafy fie tot {ind. Die Gegend Jieht trojt:
fos aus. Meine Pabme mehr. Wir miifjen
neugrimden.

. liollen fdyrveibt:

Nialaquitan, den 6. Juni 1937,

fAm 28, Nlai, dem S$reitag nady dem
Srounleidnamsfeft, feliten movgens in alfer
Sviihe vertikale Erdftohe cin uud hiclten,
was nody wie gejdal, denw ganzen Dovinit-
tag itber an. Niittags vermindevten fidy
Ote Stofe, und des Madyts bekamen wir
endlidy Rude.

Aber am Samstag fdjon fehr friih be
ot €s von newent und jwar andavernd
mit Hnterbredpmgen von nue cinigen Se-

Runden, & fdjiittete nur fo den qangen

Tag itber. Auf meiner Station waren felr
viele Leute anwefend, denn am folgenden
Sonntag Jollte die grofe Projefjion fiatt:
finden. Nlan ervidtete wnd jdmitkte Al
tidve, und wviele kamen jur Beidle. Ine
Jwijdhen hirten wir von Bevgrudjdyen, die
infolge dev Erdbeben cingetreten ware
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e, werdet Eud) hoffentlid)
gt dibertrimpfen laffen.

caud)y fiiv Guey eine

¢t Pricfler und Mijfio-
moenit She Talent und
as ift das |, Sleine Licbes:
vl Jeju”, an dem audy

{s

o jtudiert hot, Es

o Bhmegefudy  Fiir Oftern
uredyen, und gwar fdickt
widland aun das Herg Sefu-
rgup, K. Mibnjter i, .,

die Hery Feju-Miifio=
wBD0Y. und in Oejterreid)
Miffioniive in Salzbury 1,
bin gefpoaant, wie wiefe
}m;hcn, und wiirde midy

den von Gudy zu be-
amad Leberrafdyung erfebte
en Sendungen von Stlbers
gimarken und Spenden
wn=Glijtung.  Fiiv alle

_JB 3w den Heidenkindern
e’ bes qitthcdyen Kinder-
t St Qofef, Ah., Vartha
siBer, SHedwig und Aljred
und Karl Newmann,

ol Linlte, K. Stord), M.
toif, Lhea Uthumann, Au-
P Benevilla, Fam. RKirjy,
f Bapenlheim, Heinrid)
von Dirl), Annemarie
w0 (t)0ff, Slemens Gra-
oigit  Du Deinem Bruder
N Fr. Crdmann, Maria
1 Dank  audy Deinen

Lidyle, Anni - Sogner,
“Shlebbe (Alles bejorgl.
- Um Jojef alles jurry),
hamttiveut, daf Du mir ein

tejt. Und wie Du Vi)

‘brav weifer fol), 9. 9.
Ind M. S, (Sthade!),

(Beinalhe hitle idy Didy
—sber e beinale!), Hil=

tty Driker (Das war

pvon -Cudy, mir cinen
jhreiben. .\')uiicntlir() bleibt
jfig und bravl), Mia und
]e Wsehrmann, Gertrud

&

veins (Gudy Fiinfen ein
veitetichiitterliche Creue!)
Winkelmann-Gtiftung kann
i vergeben averden, el
ine Anjdrift vorenthal:
ebe Gott ihm feine gute
O Bergefit aud) n joha-
at de lichen Sycidenkinder
Binkelmann-Gtiftung _hidy
(tern und Gefdpwijtern
.« Curem
R Ouliel Paul,

gejonbert begogen  werben, —

- onafrevnd erfdielnt ale Deilage
waljionslaus SHilteup, K. Viinfier,

N

)

[

Es war jwifden Y4 und 4 Ul nadye
wittags, 3d) faf im Beidpdftuhl. Plaglid)
kommt ein Wanahe in die Wivdpe gefliieyt
und vuft: | Pater, konme und fhou! Das
gange Aaialand (= Geifterland, So nen-
nen die Xanaken die leine Dulkan-3Injel
bei Uaravia)) fteht in Slanmen!” 34
ging hinaus an den Strand und jah), wie
grofie, weifje Slocken am 3nfeldyen entlang
licfen, wafrjdeinlid) Dampfwotken, ver-
urfadt durd) die Beviihrung des  Seuers
mit dem Seewaffer. .

Auf einmal gab s einen gewaltigen
Hnall. Eme Ricfenfdute von weifem Raud),
vermifdyt mit |dymarzer Maffe, jtieg Hune
berte von Metern hod). Man fahh Lein
3Infeldyen mehr. Immer newe Dantpfmafjen
jtiegen hody und immer héher. Und damm
war es, als wenn das Nieer aufgeriffen
wiirde.  Sdywarse, gewaltige  Raudpwolken
bradjen nad) allen Seiten aus; nidt e
nady oben, Jondern nad) alfen Ridytwigen
hin quollen fie in cnormren Ausmafen,

Die Utenfden {ftitvyten in die Hirdje
um Gebet.  Einen Augenblik iibevlegte

- id), ob id) die Leute nidit auffordern folite,

nady Rabaul oder Dolavolo 3u  flichen,
Aber bdie [dwarye Wand kam fo fdntell
Devan, dafy an Shiyt nidyt 3u denken war,
In gem Niinuten hatten die Wolkenbiinke
Ntalaqunan ereeidyt, das vom Uvater nue

. eine Dierteljtunbde entfernt liegt, Mod) ein

paar Selmden, und ¢s hervjdyte dgypti-
fdie Sinjternis. Dann fehte der Afdyeregen
ein.

Lnfere Kivdje hat keine Glasfenjter, Die
Offnungen find nur mit Rreujweife iiber-
etnander gefd)lagenen Satten verjeher, Die
Ajde flog afjo von alfen Sciten wngelin:
dert dn die Hirde. Die Lanmpen und Yer-
jen, Oic angesiindet waren, Ronnte man
kawm walrnelmen. Alfe wurden wir fiber-
deckt wnd muften ftindig e Ajdye von
Kopf wnd Sdjultern fdyiitteln. Unterdefjen
beteten die Ceute fehr Taut und eindringlid)
um Bilfe,

Die Bodenerjdyiitterungen hatten it
dem Ausbrud) aufgehdet, aber bdie Erde
jitterte Deftindig und war in unanfhor-

Ein erschiitterndes Bild  von der  Schiffs-
werft bei Karavin: Duas  mit Asche  und
Lava tberschiittete Wrack der » Durour
nach der Katastrophe.

mit dem Ceben davon kdmen.

liher Bewegqung wie flieende Cava. Me-
waltige elekivijde Entladungen evjolgien,
elie ad) der anberen, wnd die jihen Don:
werfdldge Tiefen Grund  und Nirdye er-

. Dbeben,

~ Dann - kam  ein heifer  Ajdperegen, o
didyt, dafj wir keinen Sdyintmer vom Cam-
penlidyt mehr jafen. ,Das ijt das Endel”
dadyte id) bei miv, tappte durd) das Dun-
kel nad) vorn wnd forderte die Leute, fo
laut id) Gownte, auf, den Hevrgott wm
Derseifung ju bitten und im 3u geloben,
Jeine Gebote Defjer 3u halten, falls wiv
3y liefs
cinen ARt der Rewe crwedien und erteilte
die  Generaladbjolution.  Einer Srau, die
nod)y i Watedpenat war, fpendete i)
die hI. Taufe,

Dic Leute horten nidyt auf, laut 1m
Bilfe 3u beton, Dody war juweifen die
Ajdye fo didyt, dafy fie nidyt mehr Gomnten,
Glitdilidyerweife horte der Afdyeregen auf
0 wurde das Welter elwas tuhiger; aber
nady ciwigen Nlinuten kamen wene Ajdye-
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waffen mit Bif und Donner, dod) war es

nidyt mehe Heife Ajde.

Als chmmal cine Daufe eintrat, dffnete
idy die Titr der Mivdye ein wenig und ge:
wafrie bdort, wo bder Niond - aufgehen

mufte, einen jdwadien Sdyimmer in der.

uft. € wmodite ectwa fHalb weun obder
newt Uhe jein. Da kamen einige Sttt
tinge und wolften in die Wirdie. Sie muf:
fen aber crft mit den Handen die Ajdye
befeitigen, wm die Tir dffnen 3u Réunen.
Es fherrjdyte indes Dammerlidt genug, um
dent Weg 31t weinem Haus 3u finden, wo
idy eine Sdjaufel Holte, mit der wir die

246

Der  Fliichtiinge waren
so vicle, dald zu ihrer
Unierbringung  die Ge-
biiulichkeiten der Haupt-
station  Vaunapope  bei
weitem  nicht  ausreich-
ten  Uberall  mubBten
Zelte aufgeschlagen
werden, um der crsten
Not zu steuern.

Die  Alissionsverwaltung
in Vimapope hatte in
den Schreckenstagen
cine harte I'robe ihrer
wirtschaftlichen und
technischen  Leistungsfii-
higkeit zu bestehen.

dicke  Ajdyelage vor der Tie entfernden,
Wody intmer Rkamen Sliidyilinge aus oer
Ridifung von Uarvavia und Devidteten, daj
mehreve Nlenfden unter cinftitvyenden Hiit:
ten und Koprajdeunen verungliidkt jeien,

Dann fiel Afjde mit Regen vermijdt,
und  wir muften wieder in die Wivde
qehe.

Die Bawme neigten {id) unier der jdwe:
ven Ajdiejdyicht, Uokospalmen bLradjen ab
und jerfdymetterten, was davunter war.
Die breiten Ajte der Mangobdwme {tirz
ten Rradjend nieder, &s war ein Holijdper
gdrm, dam aud) der Donner Hielt tmmer

-
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Dic_ Missionsverwaltung
in Vunapope hatte in
cn Schreckenstagen
ine harte I'robe ibrer
virtschaftlichen und

technischen Leistungsfii-
higkeit zu bestehen.
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nody ai, Daju

futete jeht andy eine grojje
Nenge  Waffer

iiber das Pelinde, was
dyeintidy daper riihrte,
) den Ausbrud) weit ins Sand
Gegen 11 Uhr trat
ein, und der aj
wobl, weil fidy der Wind

der See durd

wieder etwas  Stilfe
regen horte auf,
gedreht hatte,

Die Sdweftern Ronnten
Kindern eine
Die Eingebore
die Hirdye nidyt verlaf
wirde das Wetter wi
Ajdes und Sdp
muften eilig ifr Baus wver:
i alfen Sugen G
Die Deranden {titry
Wajdhaus Iag Jdon in T
ieder alle in die Kir
den beften Sdjufy bot.

Endlid) brady der
26 Uhr fein.
konnten wic
anjehen: eingejtiivyte

abgebrodyene dweige in
durdieinander gewiir
wilde Sdhlammiluten i
grai, aud) die
Kivdie mit ifrem
gend vou Xaravia war von
)T 3 Jehen: Dort war
tehen begriffen, der fhon
r Dod) war und aus dem
dtige Sdule Dampf
porjtieg. Der Sufs
t i den Bafen in
Niatupit 3u,
cwolken feden  Augenblid
Jiehen Rownden, rviel
o had) Wodup und Volavolo
Sie 3eigben Devftdndnis und
ofort in Marfd.
Sdweflern jogen mit den
fleinen Iuternats nad) Dolavolo,
halb einer Stunde war
N cinige alte Seute waren kaum
aus ihrem Beim 3u bringen,
hitten verhungern mi
aud) jie fdlielidy jur

Damn nafm idy
dem Tabernakel, gab ¢

nwar mit den
Weile nady Daufe gefhen, wm
e aber woll{ey
fen, Gegen 143 U

nufregen. Die

fen ein. Das

Morgen an. & mujte
Gine Ralbe Stinde fpater
uns das Bifd der Derwi

felten Baufen,
berall und alles «
janjt  fellgeld geftrichene

der See midyt
cin Berg im Enty
etlidie 3ehn Niete
ununterbrod
o dunliler Niajje em
des Berges veidyte wei
Ridtung quf

Da die Afd)
wieder 3u uns heriiber
iy den Leuten

feliten fidy |

Walaqunan  ge-

Dody weil Jie
flen, Ronnten wir
Shudt bewegen,

heiligjte aus
i Siborium cifer
p WD indem id) fefbft das andere
verlicien aud) wir die

Station. Bis Rabaul war altes ctne der-
arlige Devwiiflung, wie wir Jie s nie
hitben vorfletien kénmen, Vo Pitanzun:
aen war nidts neelye ju fehen als nur wit
Afdye Deded: ke Bananenjtauden, Hujihlige
Biume lagen jerhunidit  oder ewurselt
am Boden. Ein Auto fahen wir, das halb
wnter der Afdie begraben war,

Dolavolo, das an der Nordkiijte fiegt,
hatte nur wenig Afdye mitbekonmen. Bier
Romte man fid) keine Dorfielling von dev
Derwiiftung maden, die wuf der andeven
Seite hevejdyte. Aber dentlich) faly man die
Blifje am Binmel und fdrte man den fort:
wdhrenden Donner der Ausbriidye. Ntan )
audy, wie fid) die Wolkenbinke itber das
ferne Binterland Jumt Weberhafen hin ent-
leevten, Gott weify, welde Derwitftungen
dort angeridytet worden jind.  BHiobsbot-
fdaften Ramen und Geviidite taudyten auf,
wonady fidy dort bie Geftalt von Land
wd  Kitjte volljtdndig gedndert habe. 3n
Volavolo fanden die Leute von Nalaqunan
etwas Rube, foweit man apn ehitem von
Sliicytlingen  itberfitliten vt iiberhaupt
davon [predien Ranp,

Dier Tage lang hat unjer newer, uner-
wiinjdter Nadbar gevajt wd Tod wnd
Derderben gejpicen. Dann begann er jid)

clwas 3u devuligen. Aber die gane Wodje

fticgen wod) midtige  Staubwolken hod).
fm jweiten Tag des Ausbrudys fatte aud)
der Rleine Wvafer am Sufe der | Nutter”
31 avbeiten begonnen, Dody bleb es Deim
Auswerfen  von  Staud tings wum  den
Berg felbjt und bei drei weifen  Raudy
und Dampffaufen, die aus drei verfdyicdencn
Bevden aufjujteigen Jyienen.

Hewte, wady adyt Tagen, ijt wicder alles
bevubigt, & Konomen  nur nody weifje
Walkdyen aus den Aratern, Aber an der
Stelfe der Ocijter=3njet (Dulkan=3Infel) ijt
ein grofer, Dreifer Dulkan  endjtanden,
mehr als 200 Nieter hody, wic man jagt.
Er flidyt fdunecweiy gegen den Bintergrund
ab, den et verimftaliet und mit “einer
didien Lage grawer Ajdye fiberdeckt fat.

Bis jeflit haben wir die Mamen von itber
200 Xanaken noticrt, die verungliickt find;
aber von einigen fdqwer betroffenen Ge-
bicten Gaben wir nody kefnen Bevidyt, N,
kdunen wiv mit den Aufrdunungsarbeiten
beginnen. Gebe der Hinmel, dafy die Erde




>, Nollen und P,

Miiller Dbesteigen nach den Tagen des Schreckens den ncuen Krater-

berg aul der Vulkan-Insel. Diesen Anblick bictet der Berg von Malagunan aus.

fiir lange Seit wieder jur Rule gekom:
wen ift!

D. §rany WA jun. jdreibt:
Habaire, im 3uni 1937,

€s mag chwa 4 Uhr jein. Iq komme
aus dem Beidytftuhl und fefhe miv den Him-
neel an, weitl W) gutes Wetter haben modyte
fitr weeine erfte Progefjion in Aabaira, Da
jleigt Hinks vom Darzin eine eigenarlige
Wolke auf. Wie ein Pily fleht fic da,
nein, wdadft von Schunde ju Schunde ins
Ricfenhafte. Das quillt und  fdyiedt - i
feran. Die Blilje jucken, und der Douner
vollt davaus gany fliedterfidy, Oben it
jie glinjend weify. Der Sdaft des Pilyes
it Jdaulig gefd., Rajend  jduell ndlert
jic) das Ding. Bliv fhict der Gedanke
owrd) den Hopf: wenn das eine Wajjerhoje
ift wnd Jie geht iiber wuns nicder, daun
komieen wiv die Progefjion begraben; dann
wird alles weggefdpwemmt.  Der Sturm
fegt jhon daher. Gleid) wird es nicder-
Rlatjdjen. Aber das Eklingt ja wie Qagel.
Hlehwe Steindpen koflern auf das Dad).
Die Leule tegen ihre Titder auf den Kopj
wnd ftitegen herbei, unter mein Qaus. 3u
den Steindjen kommten Staub und 3ement:
artige §loken.  Im M it alfes finjter;
ne ey Nladves hin it Rlaver Bimmel
Entfefien Defdllt uns alle, Slichen hénnen

wir nidt, weil nur cinige Kanus da find,
und die witvden unter der Cajt diefes Re-
gens untergehen. Aljo hierbleiben, wo wiv
it jefles Dad) iiber awns fHaben, Bdume
kradjen fon gur Erde. Todesangjt Hat
alle crgriffen. @ wivd iner Gitflever,
3y denke an Pompeji. Hervgott, bewahre
uns vor Odiejem Los! In der Hivde fefit
ein Beten cin, wic wohl nie zuvor. 3d)
fele midy dn den Beidyifluhl. Weslenaner
Leten i ciner Eke. 3dy flelle and) iuen
eipe Herze hin. -—— Danun Romumen Autos
angevollt. et erfafren wiv, dafy der
Dulhan bei Harvavia ausgebrodyen ijt. Die
Weifen flitdhten von Rabaul jur Wordkifle,
Mein Qaus ijt bald voll Sie Réwen nidt
nehr weiterfafren. Nan kann Rone die
Qaud wvor den Augen fehen.  Iuumer
wicder hovt man das Bredpen der Bdume,
Da, ein duvdpdringender Sdyvei, der trofy
fiitvdyteclichem  Donner duvd) die  Hivde
hallt. Das Dady ijt gebrodyen. Sehen kann
idy nicht, was fos iff, aber dic Leute jind
it mehr in dev Wirdie 3u falten. 3d)
weife fie in de Sdule wnd wnter mein
HBaus. Daun flelte id) fejt, daff blofy die
Abdddier der Kivdye cingejtitegt find, Im
Baus mufy i) ctwas Ejen Dejdyaffen fiie
dfe Hinder. 3d) fehe aus wie ein Bergar:
beiter, von oben bis unten vevdredit. Niecin
Pierd fithve iy unter Dad). Das arme
Ther 3itbert fitvdhterlid). Aber laufen [af-
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7 Js den neuen Krater-
[dlaqunan aus.

]tinig.c Kanus da find,
auel Dot Laft dicjes Re-
Aljo hierbleiben, wo wir
hag uns haben. Béwme
:1rbe. Todesangft Hat
seird immer ditfterer,
tpeji. Herrgott, bewalre
4 In der Kivdpe fefit
of)l nie zuvor. 3d)
BUidtjtufhl. Weslenaner
e, Jdy ftelle aud) ihuen
™Dann kommen Autos
hren wir, dafj ocr
ta ausgebrodyen ift. Die
1_Rabaul jur Movdkiijte.
TPott Sic kéunen nidyt
~Aan kaun haum die
Augen  fehen.  Immer
bag Bredyen der Biwme,
jber Sdyret, der trof
el Ouvd) die Uirvdye
E gebrodjen.  Schen kann
Jith aber die Leute [ind
irdie ju halten. 3d)
SMule wnd unter mein
> id) fejt, dafj Dlofy dic
—geingejtitest find. Jm
Ejjent Dejdyaffen fir

e aus wie ein Bergar:
s unten verdredkt, Niein
vt Dad), Das arme
4. Aber Taufen laf:
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fen Gann idy es widy; es @t et jwed
Tage auf der Station. Die Hadyt ift alles
amdere als vuhig. Dor Miidigheit werfe
iy midy aufs Bell, Aber beine néddyjien
Bl wid Domner fafyre idy wnwillkiivlid
in die Rohe, €s Rénnte bei uns cingefdyla=
gen haben, fo Glappert das ganje BHaus,
Und die ganze lange Nadyt dicjes Hradye,
bald fdywddjer, bald jtirker. Gleidpmifig

Rommt der Sement herunter. — Am Mor:

gen tritt fiiv wuns cine Erleidterung ein.
Der Wind treibt die Najjen etwas von
s ab. 3In diejer Paufe jelebricre idy
cine Bl Meffe. Die Lonfe jind wiel 3u
miide fiir cine grofjere Seier. Da Jie ofne
Ejfen Jind, lafje id) fie ihren Punger mit
Kobosniiffen ftillen. Es liegen nady diefem
Sturm eine Unmenge wmber. Die nieder-
gegangenen €rdbmajfen haben alles Orinn,
alle Dilangen wnter Jidy Degraben. Gin
wiiftes, troftlofes Bild! Die ganye Gegend
ift ein ciniges Elend. Die Scdlammoecie
erfdjeint wie ein Leidentud), das fid) iiber
alles Jprithende Tropenteben auf Bergen
und in Talern Dbreitet,

P. Sdierhag {djreids:

NMamatanai (m‘itbc[:I‘(cmncda[cnburg),
dent 7. Zumi 1937,

Bier in Namatanai hatten wir von dem
Dulkanausbrudy bei Rabaul keine Abhnung.
Wir merkten nidt das geringjte, hatten
nicdgt einmal ¢in Erdbeben. Erjt 5 Tage
[pdter kam die Sraw des jeligen Amt-
manns mit der Wotorpinaffe ,Afakaye”
fiber Ulaputur nady hicr juritdt und bradyfe
s dte Newigheit. Sie war beim  Auss
brud) des Dulkans im Hofpital in Rabaul
gewefen und hatte dann filr einige Tage
in Dunapope bei den Sdywejtern Aufualyme
gefunden.  Hokopo und Dunapope miiffen
mit Ulenfdyen fiberfitlft gewefen jein, 3n
Rabaul allein febten ja an die 700 Euro:

pder, 2000 Afiaten wd 3000 Eingeborene, -

Wic gefagt, Qatten wir hier von dem
Ausbrud) nidyts gemerkt. Bei der Srom-
[eidnamsprozefjion am 30. Mai war oer
Dimmel bedeckt, und nadmittags jete ein
guter Regen ¢in. Nan meinte immer, dafs
die Dulkane bei Rabaul in unterivdifdyer
Derbindung mit denen von Lihir ftanden.
(Da bdie 3njelgruppe von Libiv 6jtlid) von
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Ramatanai tiegl, miifte der Derbindings-
kanal wnter Namatanai hergehen! - Die
Sdrw.) Somil hatten wir bier chwas wers
fen miiffen. Ob unfere bishevige Aunahme
woll jtimmt? ®b P, Heuhaus in ihiv of-
was gemerkt hat, muf er wuns fpdater be-
vidhten, flugenblickliy hat er Rkein Boot
und tafer keine Derbindung mit uns,

p. liianrl;ofcr fdyreibt:
Lamingi, deh-8. Juni 1937,

3 der Blandye-Budyt, namentlidy auf der
Injel Matupit 3u Siiffen des Haia, und
i Havavia waren die Erdbeboen imner
befonders hiufig und jtark und von wun-
tevivdijdem Grollen begleitet.  Micffungen
ergaben in den lefsten Sahren, dafy [id)
der Weeresboden wijdyen Dulkan=Infel und
Yaia jedes 3ahv um cin merkbarves Stiick
hob, und idy dadyte oft: wenn das fo wei-
ber geldt, dann ijt Rabaul, die jtolye Haupt-

und Hafenjladt, eines Jdydnen Tages von:

Nicer abgefdpuitten.

Dor ctwa vier Wodjen war idy 3u Be:

Judy auf der Hauptitation und fulr aud
wicderholt die heeelidge  Uferfirafje  von
Dunapope iiber Narvavia wnd Nialagunan
nady Rabaul, enilang der winderfdydnen
Kitjte dev Blandpe:Bai, Wie inmmner genof
idy die Schdufeit, die die Natur jo ver-
Idhwenderijd) auf dicjes Stith  Erde qus-
gegojjen hat, wic fmmer aber dadyte i<h
audy beim Blidk auf den Waia: wor weif,
was nain hier nod) etnmal evlebt!

Ame Mittwod), dem 26, Niai, kam id)
wieder heim nad) Lamingi, wnd wir be-
nugten die folgenden Tage, wm die Sron-
leidyamsprozefjion  vorjubereifen. Srou-
[eidnam wivd hier am Sonntag gefeiert,
3d) hatte von den Scyweftern in Dunapope

~ cinen Baldadyin erhalten, und fo follte denn

die dieweroberte Bevqwelt von Siidojl=Bai-
wing jum efienmal den eudpariftijdyen Hei-
land im Sreien begriifjen, wenn die Seier
infolge dev Rurzen Dorbereitungs;eit aud)
nur befdeidene Rusmafe anwelmen kounte,

3m folgenden gebe iy e das wieder,
was ddy felber vom Dulkanausbrud fab.
3dy bin ctwa 54 Wilometer von dev Dul-
kan=Infel entfernt, habe aber infolge der
hofien Lage einen herelidien Rundblidk iiber
den gangen Mordteil der Gajelfe-Ralbinfel,
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Samstag, 29. Nai, Nadymiliags  um
4 oder 145 Uhr waven wir gevade mit
dbent Smudk cines Progefjionsattars be-
Jhdftiat, als midy meine Jungen auf eine
viefige Wolkenfinfe aufmerkjam madyten,
die i der Ridytung auf Rabauf ju Hodyticg.
Ste wudys fo fdnelt 3 ungeheurer Hdhe
-— Jidyer 4—5000 Nleter — wnd jeigte be-
jonders im unteven Teif fo wirbelnde Be-
wegung, dafy id) Jogleidy an einen Dulkan-
ausbrud) dadyte, Matiivlid) ging mein er-
jter Gedanke jum alten Wvater Kaia, Aber
der erlofdene Dulkan ,Siidtodyter”, der
neben dem Naia liegt, war deutlid) 3u
jehen und fdyien ein gutes Stitk Hinter
der Wolke 3u liegen. Wie id) am Diens-

tag davauf erfuhr, war der Ausbrudy auf

der Dulkan=3ufel, die fildbweftli) von bdex
wSitdtodyter” Hegt.

Dic Rinder der Wolke lewdyieten weify
in der Somne, aber im Jnnern war jie

pedifdhwarz.  Sic Deftand aus einer vicjis

gen Sdule von Dampf, Shlanun und Stei-

nen, davunter hausgrofjen Selsbldien. Es'

herrfdite gevade " giemlid) ftarker Siidojt-
Wind, und fo wurde der Regen von Stei-
new, Ajde und Sdlomm nad) Hovdweften
getvicben amd ergofy fih) iiber das Ge-
biet von Tavui:lir, Rakunai, Malaqunan,
Ramalmal, Dunavavar, Ratogor, Kabaira.
Dolavolo und dic Iufel Duatom blichen
verfdyont, R ~

Gleid) 3w Beginu des Ausbrudys ent-
wickelte fidy in der Wolke ein furdytbarves
Gewitter, das jedes andeve, je erlebte Ge-
witter an Reftigheit iibertraf. Don Sams-
tagnadymittag bis Dienstagmorgen gab s
kawnt eine Sehunbde ofne Bl Selbjt fhicr
i Lamtingd wurden wir nod) von dem wn=
heimliden BIGHAE geblendet. Sugleid) bil-
deten fid)y in dem Detroffencit Gebiet Wir-
belftivme, die ufanumen mit Blif, Stein
idlag wnd Sdfammregen den meiften Sda-
den verurfadyten,

Der Krater auf der Dulkan=Infel warf
bis Donnerstagmorgen aus, Heute (Diens-
tag, 8. Juni) fehe i) nur nod zeitweife
kury etwas Raud) aufiteigen. Am Sonntag:
mittag (30. Nlat) begann awd)y der alfe
Krater Haia ju avbeiten, der fid) aber am
Dienstag wicder Dberuhigte. Seitdem fteigt
von im mur mehr Wafferdbampf auf.

A Jelben Sonntag gegen Abend faf) idy

weiter fm Often cine jweite Raudjdule
aufficigen. 3dy [dyitte, dafy es die Gegend
ber Touben=3Infel fei, habe aber bislang

nod)y feine Nadhridyl  daviiber.  Sie ver-
jwand etwa am Donnerstag wicder, fos
weit i) beobadyten Gonnde, _

fAm Sonntag war der ganje orden
bis itber den Weberhafen in eine didte
Dunjtjchidyt gebiillt, fo dafy fefbft der Dar
jin nuwe jdwad) 3u fehen war. Am Diens:
tag war duferft klaves Wetter, fo dajs
iy durc) das Sernglas die Eruptionen fehr
gut beobadyten Rounte. Dauernd ftiegen
dunkle Raudjdywaden hody, die alle 2—3
Minuten von einer Reife fdwarser Riefen-
fontdnen  durdybrodyen wurden, an deren
Rindern jofort ein Steinvegen mniederging.
Niandpe der 3 ungeheuver HBdhe empor-
gejdlewderten Blodke waven jo grofy, daf
i) fie felbft von Bier aws (54 Wilometer
Endfeviung!) cingeln unterfdeiden konnte,
wemn fie ifren Auftried verfoven und u
faflen begannen. Der newe Krafer, oer
jid) qebildet hatte, wudys in dicfen Tagen
e einer Qohe von ctwa 200 Nletern an,
flud) der alte Urvater ijt Dedeutend ge-
wadjen. Unjer Dok in Haravia ift voll-
ftindig verjdyiittet. Sum Gliidk befand jidy
gerade Reines unferer Sdyiffe dort.

P. Bender fdhreibt:
Quuanba, den 12, Juni 1937,

In dem zerfiovten  Gebiet - fieht s
trojtfos aus. Gine Oidke, faft gement:
havte Lavafdidt hat Odie Gehofte und
Pflangungen  der  Ceute eingededkt. @
gehort fdon  Niut  dazu, wieder anjue
fangen. Abev der Himfrel bewahre unfeve

Leute vor dev Heimatlofigheit. 3fre Bal--

tung i den Sdyredenstagen war fitr uns
ein grofjer Troft. Deine (P. Hrdhenheides)
friiheren Pavrkinder von Paparatava ha-
ben fid) befonders ausgezeiduet. Siefaben
Ote fLeute der Station Tavuiclin bei fid)
aufgenommen und unentgelilidy verpflegt,
Wicviel taujend Tavo da verjelhrt wurbden,
kannft Du Dir ausvedmen. Miehrere Guu
dert Gdfte jwel Wodpen fang 3u néhren,
it cin grofes Stiidk. Die Scdhweftern und
Nidddien dev Station Tavui=line find fier
auf der Station Qumanba. Nddjte Wodye
kehren fie nady Tavwi=lin juriik. Aber ¢
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wird Jange damern, bis alles wicder ¢ini:
germafien in Ordung it wie frither, ob-
gleid) Ofe tropifdye Natuy fdpell heilf,

P. Uiaurer fdyreint;
Dunapope, den 13. Juni 1957,

Nur ein paar Worte im Celegrammitil;
Tote {iber 300, meift Uferleute, Don den
Stationen haben am meiften gefitlen: Rq-
Runai, Nialaquian, Kabaira. Babe mir
geftern den Grewel der Derwiijtung ange:
Idaut. Audy Tavui:liu, Ramalmal, Dunq:
vavar faben fdjwer gelitten. Unjeve Kir-
dyen haben Bundevten das Cepen gereftet,
Jn Malaqunan, Rakunai, Ramafmal 3. 1.
waren fie mit Nlenfdyen vollgepfropft bis
Jum Norgen. P. Nolfen (Malaquuan) fagte
fo 3wijdyen 4—5 Ubr: | Niein Geber Herr:
qoft, wemn Du es Jo brunmten und drélpen
laft, dann kaun i) nidt mepr beidytfo-
ren!”  Und kury davauf Ram der Staub
ud Dredk und  Qualm, Saft bdie ganje
Had)t hat P. Nolien mit dem Rofenkvang
an der T geftanden, — P. Laufer (Ra-
fwnai) wurde qus dem Beidytjtuhl heraus-
geholt. v ift dann gleidy mit den euten
wmd  Kindern aeflofien -~ iy fdywarzen
Talar, den er aber unterwegs einer Srau
g9ab, damit fie damit hr Kind 3udecke,
€ felbjt ftiilpte Ji) eiven Hordh aus Palm:
bldttern itber den Kopf, wm fid)y vor sem
Afderegen ju fdiifen.  Gine furdytbare
Hadyt! Alles, was nady P. Caufers Abjug
Jur Stafion kam, fliihtete in dic Kivdye
und hat da die gaye Madt gebetet, Die
Hirdye hat, Gott fei Dank, ftandgehaltien.
Die Sdyule ijt cingejtiivgt! — P. Wendl in
Ramaimal fat erft allen, die fidy in die
Kivdje gefliidtot hatten, die Bl Kommu-
nion gereidyt, bis  Reine Doftien  mepr
da waren, dann DL Miejfe gelefen und
ne konfekrievt, um audy den iibrigen die
bl. Konumnion fpenden ju kémen; denn
alle erwartefen ifr feites Stimdlein.” Das
Surdytbarfte foll das daucrnde Bligen wund
unterivdifdye Domnern gewefen fein, Wiy
in Dunapope genoffen unten von der £ane
dungsbriide aqus oin flivditertiy grandios
fes Schaufpicl. Gott Jei- Dank, dafi Kein
lordweft-Wind war, Jonjt: Ade, Dunapope!
— Rabaul ijt nody verhiltnismafig gt
dabei  abgekommen, Die ,Nontore”

(Sdiff), die jofort Juriickgerujen wurde,
meldete leidyten Staubregen nody auf 140

Neilen Entferimung (= 220 k). Audy
Lavangai und Lugagon (Tord-Aewmediion-

© burg) melden Staubregen, -— Gany Rabaul

wurde mit Sdiffen von Modup nad)y Ly-
apope geholt. Und das o e weily Gier
jet jeder: dag die Aatholijde Nlifjion
an evfien wid am Deften geveltet fat, was
nod) 3 vetten war!

14. 3uni: Dom Deutfdyen Generalkonfi
lat lief folgendes Sdyvejben efn;

Sydien, den 14, Juni 1937

Sehv vevelrier Herr Bijdjof!

Wie id) hisve, haben fidy Eure Erjellen;
und die Angejtellten der Jhnen untertell-
ten Nifjion befonbders fiivjorglich und tats
Reiftig oer durd) die Grbb-vbcn[mtwitropl)c
aus Rabaul verfriebenen Nienfden ange-
onnmert wnd dabei audy eine Quzall et
ner Candsbente it 3hrer Sitvforge be-
treut. 3d) modyte widyt unterlajjen, 3hnen,
fehr verehrter Qerr Bifdyof, Jowie den An-
gehorigen  diefer Wtiffion  hierfir meinen
aufridtigiten Dank ausjufpredjen. it
der Derfidierung  mieiner ausgeseideten
Hodyadytung Guer Exyelleny fehr ergebener

Dr. Asmis
Generalkonjul,

P. Drovingial K. Gepers jdyveibt;
Dunapope, den 21. Juni 1937,
€& war ein fdarrig-Jdyones Sdyaujpicl
vor unfern Augen: in Ridhyting Rabaul ¢in
Toben und Witten dep gaigen Matur durd)
Eruptionen gewaltigfter Art, durdy Stury-
welfen und entjesslidye (Dcwi'tturcnHabungcn
i den Randbejivken dox Cruptionsjdnfe;
it Ridytung Dunapope  Rlarjter Binumef
mit jarten Sdydfdenwolken bei Tag und
hellen Sternen bei Nadyt. Gin gramdioferes
Scyaufpiel lajt fid) gav nidyt ausdenien,
Erjt am bdriften Tag s Ausbrud)s war
aud) fiber uns dey Bimmel mit dleierner
Dedie  wverhingt  unter unausftehlidyer
Sdjwiile  bei Tag und Dei Nadt.  Nur
Sdwefelddmpfe ereeidyten wns hier, qber
keine Spur von Sdlamm und Lava, Jelst
dampft nur nod) der Haia am Sufje der
»Sidtodyber”, Ser mene Krater auf der
Dulkan-3njel gegenitber  Karavia Jdweigt
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fhon lange. ®Ob's nodpal losqeht? (es

‘viidgte follfter Avt und Dernndungen iibel
fler Matur gehen von Mund ju Mund bei

Weifen, Gelben, Balbweifen und Sdwar:
jee Alles it nod) in banger Sorge. Aber
die Regicrung ift fdjon wicder davan, Ra-
baul aufzubauen, und die Nifjion ebenfalls
ihre verwitfbelen Stationen. Die Sdwar:
Jen giehen 3w ifren gerftévien Gunans (Ge-
hoften) guriidk, um in Sdlfamm und Ajde
newe Pflanungen aufyumadien. Der Der:
judy it nidit ausfidtslos, odenn Jowoll
Sdilanmm als audy Bimsjteintava enthalten
retdylidy Phosphor. Es foll pridlig wad)-
fen in dem Gemifdy! Havte Avbeit madyt

qr das Planieven des aufgewiifliten Bo-

dens, Aber die Uanaken Bennen ja Reine
Seit, und die Miffion fpannt alle ifre
Arbeitshrdfte an, wm eine Station nady

der andeven Fu ,veinigen”. Don den Ge-

biuden der Miffion find wenige sufanumen=
gebrodyen; an groferen ift wohl nur das

Sdywejlernhaus in Nlalaqunan vernidyet,

Das Haus des Paters dort, ein ldngjt ab-
brudyveifer Wajten, ijt fhehen geblichen.

Madpdem man nun einen genauen iber-
Dlick fat, #{t feftyuftellen, dafy Vunavavar
und Rantalmal am meiften mitbekommen
haben; damn folgen Rakunai, Tavui-liu
Kabaiva, Nialaqunan, Rabauf,  Niatupit
{georduet nad) der Gréfe des Sdadens);
weniger bejdyidigt it Ratogor und nod)
weniger Dolavelo. Id) fand nwody Ajdie in
Kamanadyam, Lan and Dunamarita in Bai:
ntiig! Sie foll fogar bis Nianus geflogen
fein. St Pauk hatte feiner Lage in einem
Berghejfel wegen nidts mitbekonmen,

Don unfern Pilanjungen Haben gelitten
Dunakakabi (jddlungsweife 3u 75 Pro-
sent verniditet) und Duvw; weniger Nian:
ores wnmd Dunakanao. Die Derbindungs-
wege find meift zerjtoct, fo dafy idy felbjt
nac) dem Ungliik nue Tawvuilin, Yabaivg,
Walaquuan und  Ratogor gefehen  Ghabe.
Das Bifd der Derwiiftung ijt itberall grau-
enhaft; dod) geigen, Gott fei Dank, odie
Aufrawmungsarbeiten, das dem Bild nidyt
hundertprojentig  die  Wirklidkeit ent-
Jpridt.

Nieinem evften Brief vom 2. Juni muf
idy cine Beridhtigung nadfdiicken: Der Ha-
fen von Rabaub ift nwidit blockicrt! Was
wiv alle als Cand anjafen, war eine
252

e 2 Nleter didie Bimsjleinfdyidht auf dem
Nteere, Sie beginnt langjam, fih aufju-
6fen wwd abjutveiben. Audy die plighid)
fidy hebende Sandbank vor Watupit fat
jid) wihrend des Ausbrudys des Uaia wie-
der gejenkt. Somit it der Rabaulhafen
fitr alle Sdjiffe sugdnglid)y geblieben.

Die fajt jtandigen Evdbeben, die aud)
Dunapope mitbekam, haben aufgehdrt, was
wol)l als Bevuhigung der Dulkane gedeu-
tet werden Rann,

Aun Guvopdern find jwei bei der Hata-
ftrophe wms Leben gekonumen. Die Safl
der toten Uanaken wird woll 400 ervei
dyen. Sumeift find es Wesleyaner. §ilr die
Katholiken wirkte es fidy gum Segen aus,
dafy fie fajt alle auf den Stationen warven,
umt die Projeffion vorjubeveiten oder 3u
beidgten. So honnten [ie jofort unter der
Leitung des Paters flichen, oder fie fHicl:
ten mit ihm Tag wnd Madyt in der Hivde
aus. 3u den Tagen ift was gebetet wor-
den! Das Devhalten unfever fdwarien Ya-
thobiken ift, was veligiéfe Habtung, aber
auch Difyiplin und blindes Vertrawen auf
ihre Patres angeht, mit keinem Wort hod
genug 3w riimen. Die HRalhung der Pa-
tres wund ifrer Hanaken grengt an das
Hevoifdye!  Wivgendwo cine Panik, aber
ein Befen von wumberbrodien bis qu 24
Stunden!  Sidjer war es mit durd) die
fkindige Tobdesangijt beftimmt, aber dafy es,
wnd jwar ofjue jede Panik, gefan wurbde,
das ift weiner Neimumg nady ein Glang:
jHidk an Glauben und Gotivertvauen fir
die Nifjionave und ifjre fdwarye Herdel

Wenn awd) in der Weltprejje die Rilfe
der Niiffion bei den Rettungsavbeiten Rei
nerfei Erwdhnung fand, jo fei hier nod
cinmal fejtgeftellt, dafy die Hatholijdye NTij-
fion in Dunapope cinjig und allein die
Rettung  Taufender mdghidy gemadyt hat
durdy Sur=Derfiigung=Stellung ihrer gans
aen fedpifdyen und wivtjdafiliden Orga-
nifation in den erjten Tagen der Mot!

Die Derlufilijte:

Don Ramalmal wurden 3 Perfonen er:
jdyfagen, von Dunavavar 18, von Raku:
nai 6, von Nialaqunan, Valour, Havavia
fiber 400; im ganzen 500 Eingeborene,
1 Guropder und 1 @hinefe.
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) R:sl"cqmmr. Site bdie
STy Jum Segen aus,
~ben. Stationen warven,
juberciten oder 3u
,_]re Jofort unter der
‘flichen, oder fie Dicl:
b Madyt in der Kirdpe
]’ was gebetet wor-
ogerer jdwaren Ha-
ligidfe Baltung, aber
higdes Dertraven auf
P Reinem: Wort hod)
=¥ Daltung der Pa-
laken gremyt an das
~geine Panik, aber
Drodyen bis 3u 24
1™es mit durdy die
eftimmt, aber dafy s,
ik, getan wurde,
nady ein Glany
107 Gottoertrauen fiir
ihre (dwarze Herde!
Deltprejfe die Hilfe
tungsarbeiten hei-
wd, fo fei hier nod)
i-dte Hatholijdye Bij-
Jig und alfein die
Bglid) gemadyt Gat
=Stellung  ihrer gan-
migt{dyaftliden Orga-
IZIag-cn ver Mot!

&y 3 Perjonen er-
dvar 18, von Raku:
an, Dalaur, Karavia

| 500, Eingeborene,
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Eine der tiefen Lirdspaltungen infalge des
Valkanaushruchs  bej Valaur,  Die nackten
Striinke sind i traurigen Reste der tropi-
schen Vegetation,

L. Juliz 3n Rabaul wund an der Hord:
kitjte qing e¢in Wolkenbrudy nieder, der
cine grofe Panik hervorvief und vicle
Aujraumungsarbeiten junidte  madyte,
Wafjer und Scyfanum Orangen in die Hiu-
fev und Ladben. P. Nollen fioh von feiner
Station und 30q hinauf ins Gebirge.

Dies und das P. Bernhard Franke, M.S.C.

Ohitober,

Jd) Tebte midy fo langfam wicder ein. Qm 3. Oktober, dem Seft der Kleinen Thevejia,
der Patronin unferver Station, madyen wir eine kleine Seier mit Reliquien=Xufj, Eine
ardfiere Seier planten wir fitr das Ende des Kivdenjahres. Der 4. Oktaber faly midy
auf cinem Derfefritt jum Dorfe Dalupai, wo id) unfern alten Madhbar Nir. Pevderfen
wiederfal. In den folgenden Tagen erledigte iy meine wodyenlang  liegengeblichene
Pojt. Die grofe Cnifermmg von der Betnat und der lange Swijdenraum Jwijdhen Brief
o Anfwort laffen die Drieflidye Derbindung yiemlid) lodger werden, Daju kommt nody
der fo unbeftimmte Seitpunkt des Abgehens der Bricfe. So bleibt raft wur die Bricf
verbindung mit den Eltern, die denn aud)y fajt bei jeder jid) bictenden Gelegeneit
cinen Brief bekommen.

am Sreitag, dom 11. Oktober, kam »Levefa” mit P, Superior von Kilenge-Poi 3u-
tiidk, Sonlllaguadpllittag madyte der newe Regierungsbeamte (Miap)y Niv. Wiall mit Srau
uns feinen erjien Befud).  Unjere Sdulkinder vom niddijten Dorf Davou begritften ign
mit einem englijden Cied. Mad) dem Tee -~ jur Unterhaltiung fangen die Hinder -
hiellen wiv Sdule im Beijein des Uiaps und jeiner Srau, Wenn unfere Sdyulen ad)
privaten Charakter haben — s Deftelt Rein Sdyulzwang —, fo haben dody die Beamten
Jufereffe davan und freven fidy, daj audy in ihrvem Difirikt auf dicjem Gebiet etwas
jitv die Uanaken getan wird. Wir eigten die Sdulhefte — cinige von unjern Sdyul:
kindern fdyreiben wirklid) fein wund fauber —, licfen die Kinder fefen und veden —
lelteres auf englifdy —, und das Exftaunen war fehr grof. Sum Sdhufy bradyte der Hiap
i einer Anfpradye fein Jntereffe fitr die Sdule jum Ausdruds und jorderfe die Kinder
auf, vegebmdfig jur Sdiuke 3u konmmen: fie Jolten jid) frenen, da Jie it mehr wie
ihre Diter wild im Bufd) aufwitdyfen wfw. Die englifdye Rationalhymne befdylofy die
ioffizicle #Stulinfpektion”,

~Leveja” fulr am Nlontag mit P. Superior weiter nady Daloka. So gern man in
der Einjambeit, weit ab von ieglidjem Derkefyr, Sdyiffsbefudy hat mit cinem fieben Niit-
bruder, mit dem man fo mandes befpredjen kaun, fo jehr man Jid) in den Nionalen des
Aleinjeins danady felnt, Jo it man dody jedesmal froh, wenn man wicder allein it
und feiner gewolnten Arbeit nad)gehen kann, Dicfes Gefiihl habe i) audy in alb den
Jahven auf neeiner fritheren Station Daloka gehabt, wo ¢s dod) nod) viel einfamer war
wie hier in Bitokara,

am 16. Oktober fatte idy cinen Derfehritt nad) Komavake, 1ind dann boreitete i)
meine Sabet nady Ruango vor — su Sdiff gut 20 NMeilen pon Bitokara entfernt.
Wenn man - fiie nehrere Tage unabhingig von “der Station o Bufdy leben will,
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So priisenticrt sich doer stattliche, ca.
Vulkanausbruch vom 29. Mai 1937

LY

300 Meter
im Hafen

hohe
von

NKriterbery,  de
Kraterbery, den

Rabaul/Siidsce

Einige Nebenerscheinungen gelegentlich des Yulkan-
ausbruchs in Rabaul

Don mwr wenigen Eingeborenen ijt be-
kannt geworden, bafy jie ifre Sauberhvaft
dem Naia (= Dulkangeijt) gegeniiber aus-
probiert Qétien.

Am Ufer Joll einer gejtanden fhaben,
dev ity mit Kalk wund Hvaftfpriiden be-
miifte, bis der Uaia ihn mit Bimsfteinen
und Obfidianjtiiken in die Sludt teieb,

swei alte Beiden fajen in ihrer BHiitte
i Dunapaka und Beteten cin Daterunjer
nady dem andern, jo gut fJie ¢s gelernt
hatten. Da de Bimsjteinregen nidyt auf-
hiren wollte, Jagte der cine: Lauraqu, geh
wal hinans wnd probier deinen Fauber.
Der hrod) ans der Biitte, ftellte fid) in
Pojitur, blies feinen Halk und jehteuderte
dem vermeinilidyen Waia jeine Spriidye ent-
aegen. Da fufr ibhm ein Qeftiger  Blij
anmt ®efidt vorbei, cin kradyender Don-

nerfdlag folgle, und Curvaqu verjdywand

dligit i dev Biitle und fagle: ,Diecin
Licber, die Sadye fat nidt der Kaia ge-
madit, jondern der droben; Deten  wiv
weiter!”

I Dunadidtr kam ein abgejeter Hate-
dijt 3um Pater wund fragle, ob er nidt

P. Friedrich Griindl, M. S. C.

mil anderen grofje Steine von ﬁm‘gin, dem
jriiferen Sif des QOberkaia To Caqulaqu,
holen jolle, um das grofje Loy in Karavia
damit i verjtopfen. Durd) die Anfwort,
die ev erhielt, fiihlte or fidy fehr getrof-
fenw wnd ging Ropffdyiitbelnd nady Baufe.

Von ,befreundeier” Seite wurde bdas (Ge-
titdht  verbreitet, dex Bijthoi fHabe iiber
Nadt mit Hreuy und Grenzftein das teu-
faud fite die Katholifdye Niffion in Bejig
genonten!!!

In Dunapaka war ein 15jidhriges N1Gb-
dyen vor einigen WMonaten abgefatten und
Ju den Weskenanern gegangen. Die Madt
verbradyte es mit den andern Seuten im
katholijden  Gebetshaus. Als am Somne
tagmovgen der Watedyiit. jeine Leute 3um
®ebet und  Gottesdienit aujfordecte, ging
¢s Jofort hinaus wnd begab Jid) Ju cinem
aiderent Naddpen i die Biitte des wes-
lenanijdyen Lehrers, Wihrend die Kaiho-
likenw Deteten und gerettet wurden, brad)
die Hiitte des Wesleyaners ujanriten wud
erjihlug das abgefalfene Nladden; das au-
deve Dlieh verfdyont.
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Mifiiondve geboven werden, alle Menfehen Shrifien und guie Chriften feien”.
w3, mein Vaterland ift bad Yand dev Miffiondve, E§ leben Hove auch
feblechte Chriften, und ish bin fvaurig daviibey,

220, aud ich bin feauvig, denn ich habe mich geivel. QAevgeve dich nieht itber
meine Univijfentoeit, ” Chriffen in dev Heimat!  Denl( davan, daft hiev unfen
am Gnde der Welt auf einem jehrofjen Kamm der , Blaven Bevge” ein Heiner
Papua, ein Wefen, das du nuy mitleidig und vielleicht fogav eftoas vevdeh(lich bes
trachieft, evitaunt ijt, dafi o8 boi eueh nieht nur gute Chiften gibt, Du wenigfiens,
oer dugu den , guten” gebdven willft, bete, dafs auch die Papuas Chrifien und guie
Chriften werben, :

Dulfonausbend

m unfer Miffionsgebiet Rabaul

Seit demt 1, Juni gehen dic verjdhiedeniten teldungen itber cinen
Dnlfcmauslwucr) auf der Jufel Sien-Writanien (ehemals Ten Poin- .
mern) durd) die Cagesprefie. Sie bejagen, dafs der Ausbrud) plés- !
1ich und mit grofer Geftigteit erfolat jei, die RNegierung die Evatu,
ierung der Stadt Rabaul angeorducet Habe, ai 5000 Utenjcen ob-
dadhlos aeworden feien; die €Cingeborenen hétten jich, von grofier
Panif crgriffen, vor den heranwdlzenden Favamafien gefliichtet,
doch) feier an 500 Ntenjchen wingetomment, meijtens Srauen und
Hinder; der Hajen vou Rabaul fei durch eine gewaltiage Schlamm- :
welle vout offerten Nleer vollig abaefduitten, ‘

Aus der Hauptitation Bunapope — fiinf Stunden von RNabaul
entferint — erfhalten wir bis jeft muy die furse telearaphiche tach-
richt, daf aus den Reifher des Atijjionsperjonals fein Opfer an
Nlenjchenleben 51 betlagen jei, do<h jei dev Htaterialjdhaden in fed)s
Miifjionsftationenr bedenutend,

BlanehesBueht, Hajen von Rabaul, jm Dinfevgrind der evlojebene Wnelfan LN

r-




P-BCEhriften feion,
S leben dovl auch
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= Jp 1ther cinen
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Die Geifer auf der Willaumezbatbinfel am Garnabajen. Alte 2 Minuten {chiefit fochender Gifapt bodh it vie Lujt

€= handelt fid) bei diefemn Dultanausbrud) wnt dic tin sTorden wnd
ftordoften der Injel sten- Britanien gelegenen Vultane Sutter, iord:
todhter und Siidtoditer, die bereits erlofchen find. M Fugfze der
Mutter erheben jich zwei niedrvige Krater. Der ndrdlichere ijt aus-
daebramnt und bis auf den Grund mit Vegetation bedeckt, dev jiidli:
diere dagegen mit feinent flebenfrater Haia war o) intmer in
jdhwacdher Tdtigteit. An cinzeluen Stellen des Waia fticacn heifie
Schwefelddmpie anf, die zeigten, dafi der Lultan tm Jinern noch
nicht aanz evlofchen ijt. Der lehste Ausbruch des Haia war 1878 cr-
folat. Damals wurde i der BVlanchebucht etre Injel aus dem
ieeresgrnud emporgehoben. dudh jebt meldenr die Jeitungen twie:
der von dem Anfrauchen ciner neuen Jujel, cine andere fet in thieere
verjmnfen.

Da die Vricfpoft aus wnjerem Siffionzgebict fechs bis adit Wo-
hen braudht, wm 31 uns 3u fomuerr, werdert wir eryt i den nddy:
fren ttunnern dev Liebfranei-tlionatshefte fibev dicfe jehwere Heim:
fudhung unjerer Siidjec- $Ntifjion in Eingelheiten berichten tdmien.

1. Dr. Frang inumer, m. s, e Provingial,
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feft 1937 wivd wns Mijz
fiondven und der ganien
ehemaligen deutfehen
Siidfee unvevgelich
Oleiben. 9y vitjteten
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i = il =) fchon fite das Sronleich:
Ero V“'1avaXaL§ ' namsfeft, dags bei ungerft
s y . am Gonntag in ey OF;
= E’E’I,Q 2 tav gefeier 1vivd, als am
i Sreitag, dem 28, Mai,
Rakunaj

mitfags 17,9 Ubr ein

m' T
s L3
AN

==—== Vunapope

J;’%g} s

Die Bernceten ‘.’J('l”ll\lll\]ll\lll\ﬂl‘ll. ad .'mumpopu alo -pllllpl“tllll\ll [\TE :I\'\llllll”t‘jt‘llll‘llm.

Erdbeben unter doy gangen Station VBunapope bhinvollte, pag uns allerdings niche
weiter auffiel, denn Crdbeben jind boj Und ja an der Tagedordn ing,
und auch diefes war nieht ftdvber alg die anvern, .0, die Dduter wacelten und
eachten cin wenig. Wiv hatfen fchon oft fldrteve Veben erlebl. Bald davauf tam
abev die Nachricht, dafd in dev Gtation Ravay i, etiva 1

5 fm von hier, dag Ve:
ben Qufter(t heftig getvefen fei, wobei ein Haus 1Y Mefer weif verfehoben o

* QAud den Vrivjen deg P, Leonbard Miiller, . s, ¢, und Br, Jojef Nandinger, m. s, o

Jteigt
ausg fem e

Das Fronleichnamss

X
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Iguﬁ Sronleichnams:
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= Und dev gangen
Iﬂdh’gﬂt denljchen
unvergeplic

w2 i viifieten
I ' fitr dasg Sronleich:
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I 1 Dag bei ung evyi
I mtag in der O

Schuljugend von Tavui:lin,
(lintd) und pey Bulfaninje! (vechis),
neue grofe Sujel ans der anfjicigenden Lava ge

aefeiertiivd, als am
e bem 08, Mai,
17,6 .o " s " .
-—] /22 Ubr ein den wdve und eingeftivst fei.
,?‘ dag Beben und Nollen der Grde

freten fonnte, Die aften Leufe d

and dem Meer hob fich ue
inder Wihe der Shiffiery
die dovl am Avbeifen waven, lie
fevn bicvher, Der Nachmittag

s allerdings nicht
gedordnunyg,
=uter toackelfen unt
_Bald davauf fam
- bicr, bas Ry
=cmerfehoben wor

,‘_\‘"]“\C\', m.ose

Bullane im Sabre 1878, Damals §ab o8 furchib
in derBlanchebucht, in ber die Pauptitation dey My
Rabaul mit ibren 5090 Cinwohnern liegen, baffe
eehoben, die immer afg Hie Bultaningel begeiehnet ourbe.
aber aven feither vupig gewefen, nur ein No
Sabr in alfer Semittsruhe fein Pleifehen.
fteophe fommen? Die bange Frage war
. Am Samstag Mittag folgten wicdey cinige befouders l)citigc@tﬁy}c Huo

S Dintergrund bie Bueht vy
neben ber der Vuttan aug dem Meeye

ununferbrochen weifer

Dite herrfehte wnd afle Datten Angt, dafi ivgend of

U Rabaul mi( pey RV Matupi
SUSLrach und cine

bilbet wurde, (Fote alley Bitoer: sawh, iy, Ravan)

Die ganye Naht und Gamstag vovinitlags ging

- Cine furdbare, dritelende
n fehrecliches Creignis eins

athlen guviiet an pen feBten grofien Ausbruch dey

Gollte o5

ned ¥aud von gip

benfrafer fehmauche [abhr um

are Berheeringen und mitten

fionunddie Negierungsitade

fich aus dem Meer cine Snfel

Die Vultane felber

M vieder 3u einey Ralas

auf allen Gefichtern su fefen,

fa cin Silometer Yinge

it dev Mifiion, Unjere beiden WMifiiongbriider,

fien die Arbeil licgen

wnd Jlohen mit ipven Avbeis

war perhaltnismdyig vuhig, nue einige feichte
Qeben zitterten dureh die Heujer,
Um givta "5 Uy fing auf of

nmalalles su vufen, ju fehreien, su faufen und gu
vennen an, vie Grde vollte und

grollte, alg ob die gange HDille (o8 wive, GEin
Bultan bricht ausg! Cntlesen auf allen Gefichtern. Die Cingebovenen meinen,
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Die QSInn\'l,w:Qhu‘b( mit dev 1878 cifanbenen Bultaninjel pon Taliligap aus aejehen

das Ende der Mol fef gefommen, Wejtlich voy muferer Seutrale, Yuitlinge
chiug 2 Etunden, fteigt ang pey Budyt eine riefige PWoltenfinte
bod, auerft weify, damy innuey ountler, uud im udchften Hnqenblict
guden die Blifge i1 und dic Wl fe, mandimal zehy ig Sl anf
cinmal, Die anfgnalinende Niejenfinfe erreidht in cinigen ugqen-
Dlicten ciney Wufaug vou et big drej Kilvwmeter uyd cie Hife
Yo 3000 Metey, Eine Stunpe Davun fiegt N abasil, bie Negie:
vuugeitation, mit5000(‘»}imuol)xwrn, Wieifen, Chinefen, Malayen,
&"inmcburcucn, e dey Sitbojtwind teeibt die gange Woltenfinfe
mit ihrem Dampf uud Nauch) Hiniibey gegen Rabaul! | Qichey Soft, fei
den Menfehen da driiben gnddigle — Sofort vattert dag Auto der Miffion log,
dem Ufer entlang biniibey gegen Rabaul und fommg nach ciner Stunde mi tvau:
tigen Meldungen Juriic; gang in dey Ndbe unfever Sebiffstwerft, eine Slunbe
bon 9\‘<1Imu[cntfcrnt,iit nitten and der See cin Vulfan o usgebyp:
hen wnud fehlendert mugehenere Majien poy Steinen uny Mfcheomit
Meertvafier vernmifcht in die Luft., Steine voy vittei Subitimetey
werden an 12090 Mieter boch durdy die Yuft gewicbelt uup fanjen
micher, Die Gimvohuer voy Nabanl verfafien Panifartig die Stade,
Dann fomm( dip telefonifehe Anfrage per NRegierung, ob die Mijfion beveit wdre,
ibre 9)?0(1\1']1‘[)1’]'[1‘ in die Sefahryone I)incin‘;ufcnbvn, e Hilfe 3u bringen, Seinen
Augenblict 30ger unferewactoren Briidevtapitane mi ibrem Sehilisperional, und
unfere drei fipy Mationierten Pinajjen Medhen in See und eilen fiber die Ve,
Sie {ollten noch eine Miefenarbei erbalten, Vo Samstag Abend big Montay
Mittag gab e jiiv jie teine Rube mepr, I der Nach( von Samilag auf Sonn:
tag (eiffeten nuy unjeve Seife Dilfsdienyic, dhrend afle anderen dad fichere
Tageslicht abivarteten. Nun lag floctbuntle Nacht iiber Meer unbd Kand, nur bes
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soaniertel in Rabaul, Bid unien ebenfalls Ghinejenvierte|

o :':\x}'cb bnfx Auelen ungdhliger Blifge und cin grauenvolles Donnern und Kraz
v ...l:.\ evfte (Stiichtinge, die auf dem Landivege antommen, fanden jich unfeve
satten aud Taliligap cin, Die Station Taliligap liegt auf einer Q[nbﬁ[)c'
~‘ .‘.:lt.:cll‘al' dev ?[xxﬁl»m'llcl)6|1(‘llt‘ gegeniiber und e beftand (-Sﬁ‘cfal)r, daf die gange
_,....::“bu.l;cl) }jng I)urixbpru]’]’c[nbcn Stcin; und Afehenmafien vevjehittet nﬁ'xrbo.
*ede vief und sur Andacht in die Kivehe. Eg wivd wohl felten o innig

: ll’-l\\'b\‘l.l fetn tie in dicfen grauenvollen Nachtftunden vov dem Aflerhois
o ijx Medante bdmmevte in alfen Duenen und Hopfte in allen Hevgen:
:\.“\H--l vevegett, hilf unjeren Mitbriidbern nud Mitichweftern, die
! .: 1)1(1[!}1! oureh) Hewald uud Bafeh, unter Hevabjanjenden Steinen
l‘ . ] (] . N N \J i) '3 & T ¥ :
woseiten, duveh fchenvegen nnd Edpwefeldampf um ihr Qebven
e Tode unt die Wette vemne i iT { ST
- o1e Xvette vemren vder abgefcdhiofjen von jeper Bilfe
rrditbar sugrinede gelen utijjen!
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Kivehe von Nabaut

A

W

Fabers,)
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Wiv befamen vollauf u fun, Die Engebovenen glaubten, das Ende dev Welt
jei da, ober fie wollten fich vichten fite den Fall, daf3 das Unbheil auch noch itber
uns evzdge. Was find toei Stunden Lufilinie, wenn folehe Gewvalten toben!
Bier Patves hovien die gange Nacht Beichte und wurden faum fertig. Das ans
deve Miffionsperfonal der Hauptitation bebam draupen ju tun genug. Gegen
Mitternacht tvaf die evfte Motorpinajje mit dem evflen Slitehilingstvangport vin.
€8 ift beinabe unmbglich, fich ein tlaved BVild von all dem GElend A machen,
Manche hatten nur die Hofe an, alle {brigen Kileidungsitiicte hatten fic wegtoers
fer mitfjen, teil fie mit heifiem Schivefel und Sefhylamm ouvehfrdantt waven, Ginige
voi den Danten hatten einen Nevoenfehoet befommen und mugsten jojort in dvyis
liche Behanblung. Unfer Mijfiondaryt Dr. Coo Brem halte beide Hianbde voll 3u
frn und fam 3ivei Tage und Ndchte gu feinem Augenblict Gehlaf, Nach Mitfers
nacht lief die jtoeite Pinaffe cin und brachte wicder an 150 Slitehtlinge und wiv
Datten afle 3u tun, um fie untersubringen und mit Effen gu verjorgen.  Unjoere
braven Kapitdne drehten ihre Motore und fubhven wicder in die dunlle Nacht
Dinaus und in das Krachen dev Elemente Hinein, wm soeiter U vetfen, toad ju
relten war und nach newen Flitehtlingen zu fuchen.

Go brach allimdblich ber Sonntagmorgen an, BVunapope prangfe im Fronfeidh:
namsichmuct, an weftlichen Himmel abey fland die drohende Wolte des Bultans,
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Auclen die Blige und vollte immerfort der Donner. Die Mijjiousientrafe
glich einer futernationalen VWilterverifammbung: MWeifte, Eingeborene,
Chinefen und Malayen in den verfehicdenflen Sprachen wund Favben, alles wivs
belte duveheinander, Andeve Sehifje gingen nun audh an die Avbeit, immer neue
Menjehemmafien fvdmeen gufammen, cin grofier Dampfer brachle altein 5000,
alle nur mit dem notwendigften detleidet, Die Progeffion verlief in voller Rube
und unter ungeheuever Veteiligung, Nach dem Gotfesdion(t tvafen die evflon
Mijfiondre ausd dem gefdhrdeten Gebiet ein, drei Gehiveftern und ein Pater, dev
bie gange Nacht unter einem Hagel von Steinen und Afhe um fein Loz
ben gevannt wav, G hatte feine Station evft verlafien, als ev feinen Leuten dic
Genevalabiolution evteilt und fie jur Flucht ovganificrt hatte. Ein junger tapfes
vev Gadhfe, P, Karl Laufer. Ueber finf Stationen waven wiv noch im Unges
fiffen, fein Menfeh tonnte fie evveichen.

Gonntag Mittag fuhr ich mit einigen andeven Patres in die Nihe des Vul-
tand. 3u unfevem Sehrecten faben iv untevivegs, wie ein neuer Vultan
feine Tatigleit begann, Ein evlofhener Nrater, nuv jwei Kilomeley
pon Rabaul entfernt, legte auf einmal mit aller Wuht (08, Ein
graufigsfhones Schaufpiel: aufwivbelnde RNaudwolfen, Steine,

Ajche, Schlamm, jucdende Blige und vollende Donner — in cinev

Halben Stunde wav die Hauptftadt dev Kolonie in {Hwarze Nacht
gebillt und wo vorher bliihendes Leben geherridhe, 08 Tod unbd Vevs
Devben cin. Die oeife Vevdlferung von Rabaul hatte fich wohl fchon nadh
Bunapope in Sicherheit gebracht, abev ef war furdhtbar, jufehen 3u miifjen, wie

Die Motorboote an der Landungsbriicte in Bunapope gehen in See
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Gutfefjelte
Audbrugh ded sweiten |

balbe Stunde von M
entfernt

all ihv Hab und Gut begraben tourde, Die Nadioflation war jebon am enit; -
Tag sugrunde gegangen, muy noch mit Hilje eines mateurienders fonnte 1
Dilfe gefuntt werden. Die Antiwort it aueh fchon da: bis Donnerdlayg toes
auftvalifehe und amervifanijehe Kriegsfehifie Hiev eintveffen tinnen und e
Proviant und andeve notivendige Dinge bringen, unter anderem auch 600 2.
und 1000 Mostitonepe, Einflveilen ift die Miffionssentvale dor Mittelpus -
oev folonie getoorden, Bunapope ift noeh immer aufier Gefabr, denn der 5.
oft treibt alles in die enlgegengefeste Michlung,

Dor Fronleichnamstag ging au Ende. EGin nody evnflover WMorgen brach o

Der Wind Hatte fich gelegt, Sim Weften ftanden jehoeve Wolten, die uns Novs

wefiwind bringen. Was dann 7! Sett ev ein, dann tommt NVun qpope an

NReibe und wird auch biev alles in Afehe und Sehlammregen begraben. So s
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itieffelte alled ovganifiert guv weiteven Fluchl, und ingwifehen wivd in ber Kathedrvale ¢in | ;
g Malnvgewatien jeievlicher Vittgotreddienyl um Abwendung dev Gejahy gehalten, den ganzen Tay [
\Jl"l’;«?":;\'*\‘i‘“‘li(‘,f‘;L “{‘}”; Oleibt dad Allevheiligite ausgefent, Sm Uebrigen 1}\’i1‘b icbc'r (‘h‘ll}‘}t\‘ \‘i}\ Glulnnwlz f S
M-Gt‘ml'b;'““m"'9;"‘[:"\“‘1“ »lak angeiviejen, TD\'v_imu(igcﬁ Yduten wll,bué‘ Signal fein 3u {ofortiger Fludht. P f«
“ Goft jei Danl, dev gefitvehtete Novdrveft blich aud. L
\_] Nun wurbde in VBunapope alles gevichtet, um die Fliihtlinge fitv ldngeve Seit ; e
fei dev Mjfion und den benachbavten Pilangern untevzubrvingen. Einfhiveilen find S H
- noch genug Cebensmittel vorhanden und dann fommen ja die beveifs gemeldeten i
J ._ Kricgsfehiffe. Das fhdnite Haus dev Miffion wivd gevdwmt fiiv die [ th
- Kranten ded Negievungshoipitals, und jonit bt alles friedlich und Jehieds ;\
- lich gufammen auf dev Miffionsflation: Katholifen und Proteftanten, Heiden, R
J Freimauver, Freunde der Miffion und folhe, dic wund am fiebften mit Stuwnpf el
- und Stiel ausgevottet hatten, So viel Lob und Anevfennung von allen i
— Seifen hatten wiv und nic getvdumi, E3 fveut uns, die hrijtliche Ndch: g,;f
] flentiebe an Freund und Feind dben ju Sunen, und ficher (uf o8 manchen jehr : }i! ‘
~ gut, chmal dag Leben und die Arbeiten dev Miffiondre aud ndchiter Nahe fens S
nen gu levnen, - R
"‘] A Dienstag, dem L Suni, Hef endlich die Tdatigleit dev BVulfane efivasd nach, 1 s
—_— o fagd davauf wagten jich vevjehicdene Eintoohner von NRabaul an die Gidtte A
-~ ;
]' MNach dev Kathajtvophe Quinabure am 3. Juni 1937), Su devr BlauncheBucht legt devweuent:
S ffandene BVevg, um ibn noeh dampiende und rauchende Lavamajjen, das gegeniibeviiegende e
Ufev mit feiner chemaligen tropifchen Begetation iff fabl und feer geworden. g
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Dajen von Nabaul, Wavenhaujer der ARegierung
ibves” ehemaligen Lobens guvitet, um Wertfachen 3y vellen. Der Anblict Hoy
friiher fo fehonen Stadt ift trofilos. Die Bultane haben mig viejiz
gen Majien von Avche und Steinen alles fibevfdyitefot uno {ibey
fechs Stunden weit in weftlicher NRichtung auggeworfen, Swifhen
Rabaul unp Kabaiva find infolge nicborgcgangcmr Wollenby
drei nene &litffe entftanden, die die Qeute ¢
unmoglich machten, Wei¢ und breit ftehtinpom betroffenen Gebiet fein
Baum mebr, Nur dHie nactten Gtdmme tagen gegen Himmel, die
Bldtter und Aefte wurden dureh die auf ibnen fih aufbdufenpen
Afhenmaiion abgedriictt, Allgemeine Anerlennung undunverhohlenes Lok jine
oot das Verhalen dey Miffiondre im Bullangebiet. fKeiner bat feine Gtation verlafs
fen, bevoy ey nieht feine Qente in Sicherheit swufite, und die nicht flichen tonnten, hatz
fer ibre Ceute in der Kivehe vevfammelt und bel ihnen audgehallen, bis die @es
fabr voritber war oper bis fie fliichton fonnten mitfamt ihren Loyen, Sotveif
e8 fich jost {iberblicten (@B, find an 230 Fesleyaner undy an 100 Sathp-
lifen nme Yepbey qefoutmen, von den Weifen nur ciner, D Miffion Hat
oo ihrem Perfonal tein Menfehenleben su bellagen, Doy Gachichaden aboy an
oen Gebduden und Plansungen der Miifion betvdgt ungefdbr cine halbe Million
dftevy, Sehilling. Driiben abev in der Bueh( fleht ein neyer Bevg, Do, 0o ehe:
vem die {leine Bullaninfel fo fHCin der Gee fag, vagl nun eoin dreibundert Mos
fer hoher BVorg qug Nava aus dem Meero CIPOY und aus feinem byejton fratey
raucht der BVulfan weiter, und fief Hinein ing Cand fibev die Nuinen dey Stabt
Rabaul Hin fundensveit fein Haus, fein Baum, fein Strauch, fein DHalmchen
mehr 3u jehen, Menfeh, was bIft du Hein poy folehe Gewalten!
A8

fiche
infehloffon und bie Fluchi

.

Qb

A
Neife
wirth .
man ¢

M
un ¢
Sdtfel
cinant
geben

lm
vevvich
derfelt
fen fla
fithree
(eichte

Die
Nabdja
(ich e




=L N0lief dey

Mit viefi:
e und iibey
A0 Bwifchen
(fenbriiche
Pnothie §luhi
en @ebiet fein

20 1]
mmel, bdie
sy U fenden

nhlenes Yol jine
b]tinn verlaj:
wcaONN{eN, haf:
N, big die Ges
= Pen. Soweit
Jo Gatho-
i Miffion bat
=imaen aber an
be Mittion
o0, o ehe:
sibandert Me:
iten Krvater
der Etad
fein Hdalmchen

g

pare

P.Hdo wtepen, Hevg=Sefu:Miffiondr auf Gelebes:
Nitt in die Verge

e Tabe dich ein, mein lieber Lefer, 3ucinem Nift in die Berge, etiva 63 fn weit,

A Vovabend werden die Tornifter gepactt mit allem, was iy
Reife brauchen: Kleiver, Mefgewdnder, Altarfiein, Taufgerdt ujw, Dies alles
wivd auf 3iwei Lovniffer vevfeilt, Das ift immer eine mitbfame Avbeit, wenn
man aueh fo wenig wie mdglich mitnimmes vie Tornifter werden fletd prall boll,

Movgen frith, vor Tag und Zau, werben wiv unfeve Reife antrefen, um nicht,
sum Gebaden fiiv unfere Gefundbeit, in dev griften Die veiten gu mifjen. Die
Sdttel und Sdume werden beveitgefieflt, die Sungen fehreien und (aufen duveh:
cinander, dies und das feblt noch, und ywenn endlich alles beifammien if, dann
geben iy gur Rube, was meiflens evflum 12 Upe gefehieht.

Ui ' 5 Uy (Guft dev Wecker ab, Wir evheben wung, machen jehnell Loiletle,
vervichlen unfere Andacht, und wm 26 Ubr beginnt die oI, Mefje. Wabhrend
derfelben machen die Knechie und Sungen die Pferde sureeht, die in ihren Stils
len: ftampfen und wichern und e faum cvivavien nnen. Wenn fie herausges
jfibe( wevden, fo baumen fie fich auf vor auter Uebermut, Das Satteln ifi feine
eichte Sache, denn die feuvigen Tieve fteben feinen Augenblict fiill.

Die Plerde, die ich fite diefen it ausgeiwah(t habe, tragen folgende Namen::
Radjawali, ein duntelbrauncs Pierd mit weifen Flecten an den Slanfen, dhn-
fich dem Dambirfehen; Lavzan, ein hellgraues Pierd, und&amerof, ein Prawner,
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S UDSEEMISSI1ION
Sehredensnadt unter Sonnernden Bullanen

Die wohl efiwas ftdvfeven Erdbeben am Freitag, den 9.8_. Mai, hatten nichts
Ungerdhnliches, Nur den Vewohnern dev Quarantdneflation auf ber Bullans
infel wurde fo unheimfich dabei, dafs fie am Samstag jrith auszogen und jo dem
ficheven Tode enfrannen. Dev Vultanausbrueh feldft am '6mn£ilu_q 44.2(} Uhy
fibeveafehe die gange Vewblerung fosujagen unfevivegs. Die fiauicnbc, .bu‘_bc‘n
Samstagdmartt in Nabaul befucht Hatfen, waven auf dem Heimvege; die Weis
fien evfrenten fich des Wochenends, fiiv die .Qa([)o[i[.‘cn wav ed bev %orqbcnb ber
Fronleichnamsprogefiion, auf allen Mifjionsftationen ’tun‘o um die %1[\‘[}(
pon Nabaul tourde fire den ndchften Tag gefohmiielt und in b\"n.._ﬁ‘wc[)cp ?cm(c_;
fen fich die Leute duveh die HL. Beieh( auf den Tag desd vuc.l)m'\ﬂngl)cn -‘,.‘\‘l((}l\lbk‘.t\'
por, Die meifien Patves fafien gevade i BVeich(iiuhl ald bie erfie fhroarse }?mjllv
aud dem Meeve empordonnerte und fich in vafender Schnelligleit eine Sehichl
fiber Do andere fehob und o8 blitte und donnerte ohne jede “,0«\1}\0. D, .h\(('on
(in Malaqunan) meinte noeh swifchen 4 und 5 Ubhr in fo'i't_tcm Qﬁcxc{)tﬂu[.)k Ruty
bev Herrgoft, wenn du ed fo brummen und drohnen (@pe, tann ich nieht l'n’e{)t
beichihoven!” Bald davauf drang dev Dun[n} upb Drec un'p Staub aucdh bis 3u
ihm in die Kivehe und auch ev sourde auf die Gefabr aufmertjam. Ev vcr)fmnlwltc
jeine Leute in dem fehitsenden Gotfeshaus und bu_rc[)nmc[)lctc gwclcn_b ble Nacht
mit ihuen, wdhvend draufien das Unbeil fich fibev die Gegend nicdevfentte, Dad
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tngebeuere Ajchens wnd
Sleinmafien wivbelt der
Ravavia- Bulfan aud dem
Grdinnern wnd dbureh bad
Meer enpor,

(Aujnabme am 30, Mai).

Glywas
i bie
Foto: Kath, Miffion Nabaut f fmncn
Blechdach drihnte unter dem Donner der Devabbrafjenden Steine, das Gebelt . [lt‘IN‘l}
der Rivdhe fonnte die Lafl dev auf v liegenden Sehlammichicht faum mehr aan
fragen. Aber ¢ war jo gut gewefen, dag P, Nollen alles in dev Kivehe sujams n l_(..)(_
mengegogen hatte, denn faum hatte ev einen Teil der Leute, die fieh in das Wohns merli
haus gefliichtet hatten, und die Echweftern in die Kivehe Devitbergeholt, al8 auch T““.’.ﬁ
dag-Haud sufammenbrac. P. Nollen blich am Eingang der Kivche und beobacl: 3‘.‘"“[)
fefe das Wiiten dev Elemente, wm einen giinfligen Moment abswvarten, dev die ‘ m'm‘"
Slucht cvmiglichte, Das Atmen in dev Kivehe wurde infolge dev eindringenden f su b_"
Bultanafehe immer {ehwerer, Unmilltiivlich tam o8 ibm in den Sinn: ,Nun 1 ;,uml‘*.
lieber Devegott, jebt langt's batd! Sefst heifpt o8 doch fehon buchitdblich: , Hiev liegt ‘ Sf{bm
bor Deiner Majeftdt — im Staud die Chriftenfehar!” As der Movgen graute : f.‘,‘[) f
und man jich wicher einigevmafien ovientieven fonnte, ovganifierte ev die Flucht : Luuﬁ
feiner Leute und als dies gefeheben war, fam foie durch) Gottes Fiigung Auguft , ;@r.mu
Martin, dev fich mit cinem Auty dureh dag Chaos bis Malaqunan durchgear: L;“Zf
1 beitet batte, und brachte P. Nollen und die Gehroeftern nach Volavelo (Qugujt c} -
" ? Martin it der Sohn cines jencr beiden Baininger Knaben, die Megr. Bifehof ‘[)"1‘-‘
l i Coupé 1890 nach Guropa mitgenommnen hatte). o L”
‘ 3 ‘p Qiﬁgcrét)mx]'cn} 1pn[[tc_im crﬁ}"n Gcr)rcgfcn mit feinen Leuten und dem Alleys ‘ ﬁ% .
i beiligiten von Tavuizliu auf dem flivgeften Weg nach Rafunai fliichen, aber bald fentte
i 276 fich «
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oo Rath, Miffion Rabaul

Jeine, das Gebilt
Ex—nfd)icbt faum mely
sxizagber Rive jufam:
fich in Das Wohn-
tivtrgeholt, als auch
¢ Rivhe und beobach:
huwm‘ten, der bie
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Mijierte ev die Fluch(
0tfes SFitgung Auguit

iunan durchgeay:
Wolavolo (Auguit
0, die Magr. BVifchof

?..1.11' und dem Allers

i fliichten, aber bald

Sehwary wie die Nacht ijt dev Dinmel und grell leushiet die wnunterbrochene NReihe dev Vlige
in die aujbrovelnden Dampfwolfen hinein, Fote: Kath, Miffion Ravaus

famen fie nicht mebr weiter, Umgeftitegte Bewme und Hevabfallende Lavafteine
(efien fie nicht duvchfommen und fie mufiten fich gegen Vunafanau wenden, Die
gange Nacht iveten fie im Sehlamm und Afehenvegen wmber wabhrend die Vlige
in 100 m Entfevnung einfehlugen, P. Laufer fafi in Ralunai im BeiehTuhl und
mevlie evjt nach eineinhald Stunden die Gripe der Gefabr, als ihn die Veute
felbft aug dem Veichiftuhl Holten. Schnell ovganifierte ev die Fludht. Aber ins
awifchen twaven fhon alle Wege perfperet. Durch meterdicten Afchenfehlamm
ging nun bie Fludht. Fitv dic halde Stunde novmaler Wegftreete von der Station
3u dev Wohnung eines feiner Katechiften brauchte ev drei Stunden, um fich ouvehs
uarbeiten. Den fehwargen Talav gab v einer Svau, damit diefe ihr Kind damit
juvecle, v elbit {Hilpte fich einen Kovd aug Palmbldttevn iber den Kopf, um
fich gegen den Geifen Afchenvegen W fehitgen und fuchte mit feinen Leuten im
Lanffehritt nach Navunavam duvchzufommen, Aber febon nach zebn Minufen
Daucrlanf ging der Steinfchlag nicder. Sie vevfeocdhen fich sueryt unfer einige
Licher in der Strafenbdfehung und driictron fich davin fafi 3u (ode. So vannte
P Qaufer mit den Minnern und Sungens weiter st Bretrerbansd des Sates
chiften To Puia.

Cin Tvommelfeuer ging auf das Blechdach nicder, mwar aber nody ausiubals
ten. Bivia 50 Menfechen dedngten ficd in den engen Nawm unier dem aul WPio-
fien evbanion Sdudden awtanemen, Da Tdion ed, ald ob e eine Mand mider
fentte, fehwars wie Schubwichie. Eine vichtige DVawatif brach los, alles fhunmnerte
jich an P. Laufer, der Jehnell noch ju einem At dor Reue aujforderte und dic

27




Genevalabfolution evteilte. Dann vaufehie die Sehlammilut nicder, juctton arap-
liche Blige wm dad HAushen und peitfehte dev Wivbehvind die Gehlamnnnag-
few in Den Wntevfehlupf dev Leute hincin, Alle lagen platt am BVoden nebens und
aufeinander, bivlten Stiicle von Blech fehitgend fber §ich und wanden fich das
Hoemd wm Augen, Nafe und Mund foegen ded Sehroefeld, Nach ctva 10 M-
nufen vitete fich dev Himmel wicder efiwvad und im Gihein der Vlise faben die
gedngfligten Menfehen, daf alle Béume und Kofodpalmen gefnictt und Ju BVos
den gelegt tvaven. Obne dafi fie im allgemeinen Krachen wnd Tofen elivas ges
merft Datten, waven e Kofospalmen quer iiber das Dach gefallen und Hatten
bas Dach cingedriictt, aber dor Vau Datte ftandgehalten. Bis gegen 10 ober
batb 11 Ube fauevten fie nod sujammen unbd beteten, was fie fonnten. Dann
ging e8 im Tvommelfeuey dov Blige weiter duveh den gefallenen Bufeh. .. Am
ndchfien Vormittag traf ibn dann die Rettungserpedition auf dem Weg nacl
Bunadidiv, Gr way volfftdndig exfehipft. Sn Hemd und sevvifjener Hofe und
gevfetsten Gchuben taumelte cv ourh das naffe KunaizGras, EGin Teil der Leule,
vie evft nach dem allgemeinen Auszug aus Ratunai vom Bufeh her auf die Stas
fion gefommen taven, Datte fich in die Kivhe geflitehtet und dovt die gange Nacht
gebetet. Gott fei Dant hat die Kivehe ftandgehalien; das Schulhaus ift eingeftitvst,
Gehr in Borge war man 3undehft wne P, Wend! in Ramalmal, Die crfte
Nachricht von ihm fam gu P. Halt in Volavolo: ,Hiev geh's gut, nur nichis 3u
effen.” Bei den evften Nettungsattionen fonnte man u ihm nicht duvchdeingen,
ba die Strafie Ratogor-Volavolo buveh iei viefige Grdaufipaltungen sevjtout
foav, Die Leute hatten fich auch hiev in die RKivehe gefliichtet. Afle evivavteten ifr
[eftes Gtiinbdlein, Furchtbar war das Bliten und Donnern. und das untevivdis
fehe Nollen, P, Wend( teilte die DL Konvmunion aug und afg feine Hoflien mehy
ba twaven, (as ev die b, Meffe und fonfelvicvte newe Hoflien, wm aweh den {ibvis
gen bie HL Kommunion gu veichen, Aueh iev hielt die Kivhe fland und fo fonns
fen die Yeute von Namalmal am Diendlag 3u 3wei und wei den Meg nach
BVolavolo  antreten ouveh Ajchenvegen und die sufammendrechenden IRdlder
und Pilangungen. Nue awet dev Flitchtenden find wmgefommen, alle andeven
famen heil dureh. G4 wurde Deftdnbdig gebetet und das Hielt bie Energie und den
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Der Glibofiwind freidt die Vulfan-MWolfe GHindiber auf dag Land, So gehl o8 fchon vier Tage
Dabin und dev Vullantegel wachii deveits aug dem Meeve enpor, Auinalhme am 9. Suni),
Foto: sath, Miffion Navaut

Mut der Leute aufvecht, Getweint und gellagt Haben die Leute cvft als jie in
Siherheit waven. ’

Dad eine ift fichev: bdie Kivehen dev Miffionsitationen Haben Hunderten wund
Hundevten das Leben geveltet, Van den sivta 400 Tofen find mindeftens 75,
Weslepaner, obiwohl das betroffene Gebiel viel mehr Katholiten 3ahit. Aber dieje
Datten ihre Kivehen und ihre Miffiondve; die Weslepaner waven jich felbit iibevs
laffen, unb die, die hinter den Katholiten bevliefen und natiivlich auch in die Sivehen
eingelaffen swurden, waven noch am beflen davan, Sie haben givar beufe aucl
ihre Blechlivehlein, aber diefe bleben feor. Und noch eind weifi heute jeder
in Nabaul und Lhngebung: daf die fatholifehe Miffion am evfien und am beflen
gevettet haf, wad nodh 3u vetlen fvav.

Die in Rabaul evjheinende Seitung , RNabaul Tines” fehreidt in dev eviien
nach dee Kataffvophe Hevausgetommenen Nunmer (auf der Dructeve dev Mifjion
gebruc(t): , Gleich su Beginn michlen wiv dev Salh. Miffion unfeve Anertennung
ausfprechen fite das gropartige Werf, dag wihrend dev ganzen et dev fuvdis
baven Creigniffe von ihv geleiftet wurde, Wir gratulicven Gr., Graelleny Vifehof
OV, Vefters und feinem unermiidlichen Stab ob dev hevvorvagenden Ovganifation
und bev audgezeichneten Entfaltung einer ivabrhaft hriftlichen GSefinnung.” Und
toeitev: , Dev fath, Miffion von Vunapope, wo bdie Mehvzahl dev Fliichtlinge
Untevfunft und gute Pilege fand, fann man nicht genug danten, Die Ovgani
fation dev Miffion wav hevvorragend und man wivd fich ihrev Dienite nodh (ang
evinnern,”
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Dier (fanbden jriber Palmen und BVananen, veibie jich Hiitte an Hiitee, (ebten Jujvieden geniig:
jame Menfehen von dem, wad die fippige Tropennatur ihnen bof, Nun il alleg begraben wns
fey Q[fc[)e undy ‘])[)oﬁp[)m; Foto: Kath, Mifion ARabau(

YUnter Sehlamm und Wfihe begeaben -

Bunapope gleicht einem Riefenheerlager. Alles ift in die Dauptftation der
Miffion geflithtet: Weife, Ghinefen und Kanafen. Am 30, und 31, Mai ibaven
an 10,000 Slitchtlinge hier, die gucrft aus dbem Vorrathaus dev Mifjion, dann
bon der Negicrung, die Sehife Derbeigerufen Datte, verpflegt wurben.

Die Landfhaft um die NRabaulbucht hat fich griindlich verdndert. @Einft Hatte
man von Taligap und Tavuizlin cine wunderbare Ausfieht {ibev die 1878 ents
ftandene, nicbrige BVulfaninfel bintweg auf Hafen und Stadt Rabaul. Dicfe Jns
fel ift nun an 250 Mefer hoch emporgehoben toorben, auf ifrev weftlichen Hilfte
fteht dev newe, Dhellgraue Bultanfegel mit dem noch immer raufchenden BVultans
foch. Nach Offen Hin fladht fich die Snfel in ihver alten Sovm ab und bildet ein
graues Lavafeld. Matupit (enfeits por Bucht) ift siemlich glimpflich davonges
tommen; eine Afehendecte von einigen S0l Dicle bedecft die Infel, fodap die Pal:
men die BVldteer hangen (afjen. Dabinfer vaucht der Kaia feine toeifen Dampf-
wolfen, Gicher das Ventil fitr den Brandherd unter dey Bultaninfel,

Die Gtation Tavuizlin wurde woh( arg verfehmust, die Veume find entlanbt
— cinwdllig winterlicher Anblick —, aber fie (eben noch und o Wochen nach dev
RKatajtvophe tvieben fie fehon wicder newe Blditer, Nach Weften Hin in der Nidh:
tung Ralunai fieht e aber nfo trauviger aug. Das Tal ift vevfehitttet die Plan-
ungen find mit meterhoher Afche bedecft, die grofien Bananenfelder find nidht
wiedersuevfennen. Die Uferfirafe in ber Gegend dev Vultaninfel ift bis auf 10
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Meter Hihe vevfehitttet, dev Voden it durchiveg Hart wie Jement, doch gibt o8 P
noch viel Staub und Gerdll, aud gefdbrliche Locher und Niffe. Die Haufer dev i
Station Nalunai fiehen noch, nuv die neue, nach nmodevien Jdeen verflvebte Sehule 3;
urde auseinandevgedviiet! und die BVevanda dev Kivehe ifl unter dev Afchentaft “ :
abgebrochen, Ningsum aber ein {ofes Afchenfeld. Sm Jufammenhang mit dem il
Bulltanausbruch Hatte fich cin Wivbelfluvm gebilde! und jein Weg nach Novd- L
weften ift duveh (otale Veviviiftung gegeichnet. Die Segend fiber Paloaga tweg gue e
Budht hin, Tavana und Valaursliu ift ausdgeldeht, die Schluchten gum fer hin el g
find faft eingebectt, von den friifeven Gehdften, den Pflansungen, ja dev gangen ; 5
Sovin dev Gegend nichts mehr ju erbennen. Die Gemeinde Rafunai 3801 nuy my
Tote, Tavuizlin 16, Tavana und Valaur sufammen aber fajt 300, Die Sehifjs: S
werfe der Mifiion bei Kavavia legt 4 bis 5 Mefer unter dev Afehe und ift 1‘; ;
vernichtet, doch fonnte Br, Vrenninger noch werlvolle Mafehinen und Apparafe By
ausgraben und vetten. Einige Palnfpitien fehauen noch aus dev Afehe, K
Dev graue Todesteppich gieht fich itber Nagnagqunan, VunalatazNalwon, Ras S
pui nach Vunavavar und BVunatambambi und weiter bis aum Weberhafen, Vei s
Bunavavar hat ein Woltenbrueh grofien Sehaden angevichtet. Ein Giefbach vif f
Locher im Tale nad) Bunalamtambi, daf man Kivdhen hineinftellen tnnte. Von 1 o
der Gehule in BValaur fehaut nuy noch dev Giebel mit dem Kveugbild hevaus, i’g, '
y . Der Bimsjtein, -dev auf dev See fehwinmt, wird duveh den Siidoft in dev Vueht wil
"f“:ﬂ auaclg‘[::'bc," Jentige feftaehalten und hindert nicht wenig die Schiffahet, da er in die Pumpen dringt R
qraben un: , g . " ! h i
A0 aty, Miffion Havaul und bdie Sufubr des Kithlvafjers exfchivet. Diefem Umfland foll nun die R
T
S Keine Winterlandiehajt an cinem Alpenfee, nein, of it ehemaline Tvopenlandichajt in der ', }
P ﬁ QNidhe ded Kavavia, und miften bindureh eine dev gablveichen Wafjevvinnen, die fich voun der . :jj ,;.; :
,Lu 2" Aubdhe g Meeve hin gebildet hatten, Sm Dinfergrund bie Snjel Matupit und dev noch envas * 4l
vauchende Kaia und dev evlojehene Bultan , Mugter” ot Kath, Miffion Aadaul 18 :
=Buptftation dev » :§3
d 31, Mai waven R A ' b
== WNiffion, dann e
e, il
‘dndert, Eingt hatte ey
wiifzy bie 1878 ent: SR
ul. Diefe Sn: s
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A Hang ded wenen Bulfanberges ; Sr,

Bre. Tijchuacher, I Dinfergrind (ibey Br. Tijchmacher himveg liegt Rabaul, Unter dem Plan,
o jent die Sehwertern und Britder fich befinden, WogLen vor ein paar Woehen noch die Wellen
bed Meeves, fag g am UWjer die Sehiffsmuverie der Mifjion. Run ifi die mavdbenbajt fbon
Hferlandichajt su einer Wiifte geworbden, Foto: Kath, Wijfion Rarax:

Hevmenegildis, S, Yutbevga, By, Duters und

»Macdhui, dev Stoly dev Buwng Philp:Sehifisgefei(fehaft, 3um Opfer gejallen
fein, Ginige Tage nach dem Verlafjen Rabauls enfftand im Mafehinenvawm
Seuer, und dag fehne, grofie Sebif it fajt gang auggebrannt,

Rabaul aber, die Gavtenftadt, ift verihiounden. Wiy feben nuy noch eine bat-
liche, fehlammbedectte Gtade. Shre tropifhe Sehisnheit it in einer Nacht jevjion
orden. Wir jehen eine Stadt ohne CLeben, graue Hdufer mit duntelbrauen
Ddchern und feblanmmbedectie Stvafien., Gie (iegt da twie cin entftellted, hajlichea
Ungehener, das fich feitnomt unter dem Sluch einer unfolden MNaturgemalt, Dok
die Viige( givitfehern noch von be

nomit 2Afehe bedectten Dechern, und dag Grun
oer Bedume wird bald fvicdertefhren,

Aleves Beben BIGHE aug Sew Mufnen’

Ungewihn(iche Greigniffe Bnnen aueh don vubigilen Menfehen unter dev Wit
fung dev Nevoenaufreizung sundchit den Bick in die Sutunft (viiben und verser:
ren, Go waven auch unter dem Endruet dev fuvehtbaven Tage in und wn Ha
baul die evften Tage nicht fo febr gegeichnet duveh eine etiva phyiijehe Panit
nein, man mup e8 fagen: die Beamien aven von Anfang an Heve der v

g
und haben die Gituation beheveieht und javen fich ihrer Plicht und Verantior-
282




'fn‘bolj,qa, Br. Huters und
ndinggul. Unter dem Plag,
chen noch die Wellen
¢ mavehenbait jehdne
Foto:. stath, Miffion Rabau(
| Lo,
n Opfer gefallen
e Mafehinenvaim
i,
P2e. . "o
]w noeh eine hif:
et Nacht gevitiet
rev mit dunlelbrauen
wogditellted, Dafiliches
turgeivalt, Dod
ThETn, und das Griin

1
;.a.iugn’/

Tehen unter dev Wi
Lgdiben und vevgers
in und wn Na:
e onfifche Panift—-
1y an Hevr dev Lage

‘ Iunb Vevanfivor:

fung gegeniiber den Engebovenen voll und gang bewuft, wenn aueh jedev {ibevs
died 3ugibt, dafi ohue die Hilfe dov Miffion alle vatlos und ohnmddhtig gerefen
fodven. Abev eine gewifje geifiige Panif {tbevtam alle, Wad wiivde werben’??
Kann Rabaul die Hauptitadt des Gebictes bleiben?? Konnen die Miffionsflas
tionen twicder evjtehen und wevben die Eingebovenen an ihre fritheven PLige sus
viietfehren?? Beiden, den Vulfanen und dem Menjehengeift, mufite evft Beit ges
geben twerden, fich abyufiihlen,

Nach den crfien Wutanfdllen dev Vulfane wurden auch diefe vubiger, und
fo tonnfen die Patved o8 fehon am 6. Juni wagen, wicder in ihve Stationen gus
viteGufehren und mit den Aufrduwmungavbeiten gu beginnen, Auf Vefeh( des Gous
perneurd muften auch die Weifen und Ehinefen am 9. Juni nach Nabaul juriict:
fehren. Wer fich Tagd davauf nicht an Ort und Stelle meldete, dem wurbe
Gutlaffung angedroht. Die Leute find gegwungen, guzugreifen, fo havl e auch
manchem anfomme nach den Tagen freier Verpflegung,  Wev avbeitet, betommt
feine tdgliche Neisvation, wev nicht avbeitet, evhdll audh nichts. Die Regicvung avs
beitet mit den Patres ufammen, und in dicfen Tagen wivd nicht gejpaht. Die
grofie Majie dev Gutwilligen fpiivt den Druet nicht, abev den Driictebergern
geht e8 angd Fell,

Vulfanausbruch von Vunapope aud gefeben Folo: Kath, Mijfion Navaul
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So haben fich nun die Fliehtlingslager geleert und edwivd fieberhaft am Wiceders
aufbau geavbeitet. Sn Tavuizlui haben sundehit 30 Sungens von der Rafechiftens
fehule Taliligap die gribften Aufedimnungsarbeiten duvehgefithet, Natiivlich mujs
fen fie queh, wie o8 fich cben fiiv Studenten gegiemt, gleich auf den neuen Bevy
binauf; ev gehirte fozufagen ihnen. Die BVuvfehen fahen bei ihrev Heimbehr von
ber Tour aber aud) barnach aus! GSvau ie dic Mdufe. Angenehm find die Avs
beifen natiielich nicht, Dev Boden ift hatwie Sement, dazu Afehe und Staub
und von dem noch immer vauchenden BVulfan Devitber cin nicht gevade angenel:
mer Gehivefelgerucd.

Pater Vigevshaufen it mit den Gchiveflern nach Tavui=lui suvitefgefebrt,
Unter Qeifung des P, Laufer avbeiten die Leute von Ralunai und ichen fich
mehr um die Miffionsftation sufamumen. Da ift ja noch allerhand Plas, Dev
griste Teil dev alten Wobhnjige wund Gehdite ift nicht mehr zu findben.” S legen
die Nafunaier jes! eine Stunde hinfer BVunadidiv grofe Pilangungen an. Auch
feiterhin big Ramalmal ift dev Wiedevaufbau in vollem Gang. Die verfebiit:
tete Ufevftrafe wird mwieder hovgeftellt, bdie Segend und die Sehdfte am Ufer
entlang find allerdings devzeit foviel wie verloven, S0 dem gementharvten BVoden
poll Lcher und Riffen (GHt fich sundehft feine Kultur hevoorgaubern,

Mag o8 noch fo (vauvig ausfehen, noch it nicht alles (of. Da und dovt brich
bereits das weitverbreitete Runai-Gras dbuveh die Ajehendecke, wenn jie nieht allz
3u Dict ift. Sn den Tvopen (ebt man fehnell und wadhit alles vafeh, und dev Mut
bev Leute ift ungebrochen und wird evhalten duveh die ungerftorbave Buverficht
ber Miffiondre, — — — — — —

Unfer Wunfeh und Gebet abey ovingt Hiniiber 3u Gueh, liebe Patved und
Vriider und Sehivejlern qus dev deutfehen Heimat: Gott fegne Cuch swactere
Pioniere an den fernen Fronten des Sofedreiches auf Erden!

Sobige Seoilderungen jind entnomnen den Briefen wnfever Miffiondve im Vitaviat Rabaul,
Tatholijbe Miffion Vunapope,




Der getvaltige Vultanausbrud
im Verivaltungdgebiet  Rabaul
fenfte die Aufimertiamleit dev gangen
Welt auf unjer Mijfionsgebiet. €3
it davum nicht unangebracht, iibev
die dovtigen Vutlfane Eingehenderesd
3w bevichten, Dev Bismavelavehipel,
beftehend qug 3ivei grofeven Snjeln
»Neubritannienund Neuivland” und
00, 200 fleineven Snjeln ift ein et
eined gerbvochenen und  vevfunfes
nen Gebivgdbogens aus Kovallenfalf
und  oulfanijhen  Aufjchirttungen.
Dag Evdinnere ift auch Heute noch
nicht gur Nube gefommen, tvie die
sablreichen Vulfane betweijen, Biele
bavon find zwar Heute fchon evlos
fchen, cine gute Angabljedoch vaucht
noch fvdftig, und die Kataftrophe
von 1937 zeigt, daf dag feine ges
mit(lichen Pleifhenichmaucher jind.

Die Gazellehalbiniel Quft in
eine Kratevinfel aus, auf dev NRaz
paul legt, Dovt fiehen drei crloz
fehene Vulfane: Novdochier, (598m
Mutter 770m, und Siidlochter 530m.
Am Fupe der Mutter find noch
stoel niebrige Kvafer, von denen
pev eine ausdgebrvannt ift, todhrend
der anbere, Kaia genannt, flindig
jehtoach titig ift. 1878 Hatte Dev
Kaia feinen letsten grofen Ausbruch.
Damals bhob fich in der Blandhes
Bueht eine neue Snfel aud dem
Meeve, und jeht entftand dev neue
Vulfanberg. Die Vlanche- Bucht
felbev macht den Eindruel cines fvils
Heven, mdchtigen Kraters, mit einey
Oefinung nach Often, duveh die dag
Meer eingedrungen ift.

Auf der Gagellehalbinfel {teht
aufierdem noch dev , Varzin“(605m),

ein exlofehe
sevflitfteton
gebung, <
heife L
Rabaul o
1oid-gevll:
jel Watow
Entlany
niend fiebi
Bulfanen,
{eild nod
gebfte no
~Bater”,
&itdfohn »
gefonumen,
Novdiobn,
fern Dejtel:
palbet ift.
jeden M
gen, Die t
MWolfen 3




nfel liuft in ein evlofeenr Bulfanlegel mif einer
] ber Na- devllitfeton, ihluchtenveichen Um-
—JPprei erlos gebung. Enlich vom Barzin, jind
ahter, (598m beie Queln. Novdiveftlich von
“dter530m.  Rabau( bt fich ein evlofchener,
— Jiind noc Wild-gevtliifler Kvater auf dev S+
bon denen  fel Watom,

wdhrend Entlang tr Novdfiifte Neubritans
ftdndig  niens fteht vicder eine NReihe von
8 Datte Hoey Bultanen, e teils fehon evlofehen
sngugbuuch. il nody 1 Ldligleit find., Doy
Blande:  gedfte nod fitige Vulfan ift der
TRTAu8 dem #Bater”, 900 m hoch; auch der’
i ber newe Siidfohn ifi noh nieht sur NRube
he:Bucht  geformmnen, mdhrend fein Brudey
RTenes friia  Novdfohn, S qus mebhreven Kvas
I8 mit einer  tern beflehy, elofhen und gang bes
bie bas  waldet il Bom Vater fieht man

= jeden: Movgm Rauchfdulen auffteis
(binfel ftebt gen, die fid mit den einbiillenden
(605m),  Wolfen u dnem Kneuel verveinen,
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Dev Kavavia:Rullan in voller [aitigleit, Die Sicht binfider auf , Mutter” und , Slidtochier”
und gegen Rabaul if duvey Dampiz und Ajcheniwolten verbectt und der Siidoflvingd (reib divje

in die gegeniibevlicgenbe Uferfandjhaft Hinein. Foto: Kaih. Mijfion Ravaul

Wefilich vom Rordjohn (G00m) auf dev gegeniiberliegenden Snfel Lolobau ragt
ein ebenfalld noch tdtiger Vulfan auf. Lolobau verdanlt ibvigens die Enfitebung
einem getvalfigen Vulfanausbruc). .

Nechts von der Miffionsdftation Valola, weit im Snnern, quabnt dev,E Pago”
und in feiner Nachbarjehaft dev Jweifpisendery, Englerberg, und andeve, die
aber meift vuhen. Cin Gleiches gilt auch von den vielen, ehemaligen Feuerfpeiern
ber Willaumeshalbinfel, die jum Grvopteil bis sur Spie betwaldel find. Aber
die Deiften Quellen an ihrem Fufie seugen noch von veger Tatigleil im Grdboden,
Rings an den Ufern deg Hanambajens, dev ein Kvafevfee ift, brodelt und damp es.
Gin 8des, mit vevfintevten Steinbldelen befdfes und in allen Favben glithendes
Gebict, das mit Schivefeldiinflen erfiillt it Am Gingang ded Feldes liegt der
KleinesSeifers cin flaches fleiniges Vecten, etiva 4—-5 m breit und 1m fief, ume
gibt cin ctiva metevtivfes Loch.  Lafien wiv cinen Augengeugen, P, Erelindl
davitber ev3dblen: ,Langfam, doh beftdndig {leigt das dampfende Waijfer,
Nach etioa 30 Minuten Hatte o8 die Hihe des weiten Veckens nabesu evreichi:
Do wurde das Steigen und Vrodeln plEslich lebhafer. Dev Sehivall hob yich
vajeh, das BVecten firllte fich vafeh, und cine fochende, vaujchende Wajjevidule von
efiva 1'/, m Duvchmefier fehofs in die Liifte und hielt fieh mebreve Minuten auf
ciner-Hihe von Sm. Gine dichte Dampfivolfe flieg empor. Suerft fergengerabe,
dann 3og fie mit dem Winbe feitwdves fiber dic Gipfel ded nahen Walves dabin.
310
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Die Wafferfaule fiel wiecdey in fich sufamnien, das DBeclen {eevie fich fehnell, inz
dom Dag Waffer gurgend in die Tiefe verfehand, wm fich sum nachilen Auss
beueh g erbiten. Gegen die Mitle des Felded ifl dev infevefjantefle diefer Geiz
jev: Gin 4—5m breiter, fteilabjallender, glattgeivaihener Srvaterfefiel, wovin
in einer Tiefe von 3—4m das fochende Wajfer mdehtig 3ifeht.

Diefer Geifev wirjtjede Minute feine triftalihellen, fochenden Waijer biszu 10m
in die Quft. Auch noch an andeven Stellen, am Abhange des Hdhenguges fteis
gen teifgldngende Dampfivolfen empor.

An dev Wefljpise Neubritanniens exheben fich zhvei fweileve Vullane, dev noch
tdtige BDelotw und dev bereits evlofehene Hunflein. Davor (iegl in dev Dampiers
Givafie die vulfanijehe Nittevinfel, 1888 evlebie fie cinen Vullanausbru, dev
auch die Weftliifle Neubritanniens nodh veviviiffete und duveh eine Flufivelle
verheerte, Dev Siidfeeforfeher Pavtinfon bevichlet: Am 18, Mvy 1808 friih
movgend cvgofs jich cine Flutwelle {iber die Kitfle und pilanste fich (Angs deviels
ben fo fehnell fovt, daf man beveitd nadh 7 Ubv movgens im duperpion Novden
i der Blanchebucht ihr Kommen verfpitete,  Sie Hhatte fich forwohl ndrdlich wie
fiidlich von Neubritannien forbetvegt, Die nivdlich perfaufende Welle evveichie
bie Blanchebueht zucrft; die Siidwelle fam nach 10Minuten an, In dev inneven
Gefe dev Vlandhebueht, wo Heute Rabaul fiegt, evveichte die vereinigte Welle
cine Hihe von 12 m, und e enfftand eftva ghvei Stunden lang cinfortivdhrendes
Hevanfluten und Suriicfluten deg Meeves. Am Weffende Neubvitanniens flellte
man nach Meffungen feft, dap die Welle cine Hibe von nabezu 12 Mefern
cvreichte. Dicfe Flut hatte an dev Kifte furchtbare Verheevungen angevichiet,

QQeife Strecken wurden ganglich sevitort, die Kiiffe wav flellentveife in eitner
DBreife von 1 fm vol(ftdndig abrafiext und mit fibereinandergeflitvgten BVduwmen,

_abgebrochenen Kovallenfelfen, mit Seefand und faufendem Geegetier bededd(,

Reilanficht dev Blanche:Bucht mit den erlofehenen Buftanen, Mutter” ([ints) und , Siidlochter”
(rechis); iwviftben beiden dev wodh titige Vultan Saia (X), bei defjeiv vovlettem Augbyueh (1878)
ofe Vultaninjel (vechts im Vorbergrunbd) aus dem Meere erporgeboben uurde unbd bei dev
U ber Savavia audbdrach (XX) und duveh dew new aujgefebiitteten RBultanbery die Injef mit
Rofo: Katd, Dffion Rabanl

pem Fefiland verband (jiehe Oftoberbejt, Rild Seife 82,
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Ane Manbe ded Kealevd auf dem newen Vulfan
bevg: obei bev demBeobaehier gegeniiberliegende
Srafeveand, in devTiefe avellt und dantpfe vénach.
woto; watbol, Mifiion Rabaut

Bablreiche Disrfer tourden weggefchivemm
und ein grofer Teil der Vewohner vevlod
dag Leben”. .

Novdivefllich von bdev Willawmmezhalb:
infel liegt die Gruppe dev v Sran3diifhen
Sufeln Sie alle beflehen aus gehobes
nen Kovallenformationen, Jum grijiten
Teil jedoch aus vulfanifehem Geflein. Aul
bev fogenannfen Nordinfel finden Jich
denn aueh heifie Ouelten wnd ein nieht
unbedeutender Geifer. Ju erwihnen ift fer
ner auch der RKvaterfee auf dev Snfel Root,

S Often von NewsSeland, auf dev
Snfel Aniv, find mehreve Heifie Ouelfen,
die ftdndig ihren 3ijchenden Schwefeldampf in die Quft fehleudern, Auch ein flei-
nev Geifer ift dovt, dev alle 4 Stunden einen 7—8 m Hoben Waffevftvahl empors

Der NWotfchrei eines Madhens.
(Cin Heivatdtani).

€8 wavr an einem jchdnen Tvopenabend, Gegen 5 U, Auf dem Weg, dev
am Fuf des Hiigels, auf dem meine Station ftebt, vorbeizieht, ift lautes, andaus
erndesd Schreien. , Was ift da (o§2* Seh vevmute ein Unglitef und eile aus dem
Daufe. BVom Wege Hevauf it miv eine Frau u: ,Nuy ein Deivatstauf .
LEin Heivatslauf, und fo ein Schyreien! Das veimt fich docly nieht sujamments
Sreilich, immer fann man diefen fehwavsen Goastvchlern aueh nieht glauben;
abev ich gehe doch vafeh den Abbang hinunter, um gu feben, wag es da gibt,

Da fdvml cine Schar Weiber und evet mit GSewalt ein Mddehen mif etoa 1.4
Jahren mit fich, Das Madehen Jehreit in einem fovt, A fie mich Commen faben,
verfuchie ein altes Weib mit ihrev , Veute” au flichen. Doch ich war fehneller.
Die Alte (AR das Madehen (08, das fieh fofort gu miv flitchtet und fich an miv fefi:
halt. Die Weiber. profefiicven, w3aLitia —fo hieh dag Madehen, das twie ibre
Gippe weslepanijeh ift — ift Heute fite einen Mann in NRapitole gefauft worden
und wiv bringen. fie nun dovthin“, Ja Litia aber fohveit lau: w3t il nieht nach
Napitotol” Nup mifhte ich mich aber energifeh ein: , S, alfo gegen feinen
Willen fehleppt und gevet ihr diejes Madehen nach Rapitoto?#

Jngwifchen find givei wedlepanijehe Hauptlinge und der cingebovene Oberleh:
ver ber wesleydnifehen Mifjion auch angeformmen. Seh wandte mich fofort an jie
und vevivies ihnen ald den , Jilteften des Dorfes” in einer fehr cindringlichen Rede
ein beravtiges Vevhalten. , I vedet und prebigt dauernd von befjeven Seiten,
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Hberfehrer fand feine Widbevvede,

foirft, Auf der Snfel Liv feigt eine heife Schivefelquelle aus dem Boden und
forwobl auf Aniv wie auf Liv (affen fich die urfpriinglichen Krater nodh deutlich
evfennen,

Qe Aufbau all diefer Infeln feheinen haupachlich 2 geologifche Fovmatios
nen vovzubhervfehen: BVulfanifches Cruptivgeflein und Kovallenfels. Diefer wurde
flelfentoeife duveh die vom Grdinnern Hev drdangende Kvafl dev Vullane sweit
{iber den Mecvesipicgel emporvgehoben.

Snfolge dev vulfanifchen Vefchaffenheit ded BVobdens find Erdbeben in diefen
Begenden feine Seltenbeit. Sie fveten unbeftimmt auf, und die Erbe bebt bald in
grofien, furgen Stifen, bald (Guft dag Veben wie eine Woge iiber die Jnfeln.
Aug dicfem Grunde cvvichtet man die Wohnhdufer aus Holy und auf cinen
Sementfoctel. Steinbauten wiivben diefen Erdftdfen nicht ftandhalten. Die Holz:
bauten ténnen twobl dchaen und frachen, wohl auch von ihrem Jementfoctel hevs
tntevgefchoben foerben, aber fie flitvgen doch nicht fo leicht ujammen,

Go avbeifen unfeve Miffiondve nicht blof i ungefundem Klima und unter
foifden Menfchen, fondern auch auf buchftablich unvubigem und Heifem Boden.
Gebe Gotf, daf dag Toben dev Elemente im Juni diefes Jahves das lefile ges
fwefen fei, dag Leben und Avbeit unjever Miffiondre in dev fernen Siidfee ges
fabrdet und vernichtet Hat.

die nun angebrochen find, wo dasd
alfe Heidnifehe Unvecht nicht mebr
vorfonumen davf, und nun forbevt
ibv  felbjt  Ddicfe gang Deidnifche
Unfitte, und macht diefes wilde Tun
und Treiben mit! Denn der Bivang
sur Heivat ift fehlecht; ift ein St
aug dev Deibnifhen bidfen  Jeite,
Keiner dev {hivargen Sehar fagte
ein Wort; felbft dev grofie, flavle

Dic Hauptlinge waven fogar beveit,
pas Mufehelgeld des Kaufvertrages
fofort suvlictaugeben, da ef ihr Ges
wiffen - belajtete.  , Nur langfam”,
eviviberte ih, ,evit mup nodh Ga
Ritia felbft gebivt twerden”, Das
Madehen ging mit miv jur Station
suviict und die Sehav verlief fich.

,Nun,  Ja Litia, was ift denn _
cigentlich (o872 Und fie cvadhlte den =7 : S
gangen Hergang. Man Hatte fie einfach fite einen Mann gefauft und wollte jie
vom Gehdft wegfchleppen. A fie von dem Handel cvfahren hatle, 1wav fie
sundchft in ein frembdes Gehidft geflohen, war aber von dovt hevausdgeholt u}nb
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