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ABSTRACT

Data from about 3200 petroleum exploration and
development wells drilled in Australia from the early 1900s
are made available in this report. The wells are located by
latitude and longitude, State or Territory, basin, sub-basin
or infrabasin, and by position onshore or offshore. Other
information provided includes operator, classification,
total depth, date well reached total depth, and whether oil,
gas, or oil and gas were discovered.

These preliminary data are published because they are
needed by private companies and government and because they
are background information to research results that are in
preparation. The sources of the data are also listed.
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INTRODUCTION

AUSTCO is a computer-based data storage and retrieval
system that contains the well data needed for a study of
wells and well depths drilled in Australia and for
calculation of success rates. Data items are well name and
number; latitude and longitude; State or Territory; onshore
or offshore; basin; sub-basin or infrabasin; operator;
classification; total depth; date well reached total depth;
and whether oil, gas, or oil and gas were discovered.
Together with data on the size of the oil and gas fields
discovered, contained in a confidential section of the file,
it can be used to graph discovery rates, to prepare graphs
of cumulative field size plotted against number of
discoveries, and to prepare estimates of undiscovered
petroleum resources by the methods outlined by Meisner &
Demirmen (1981) and Forman & Hinde (in prep.).

The data are regarded as preliminary, pending
completion at BMR of PEDIN, a comprehensive computerised
well data system. The AUSTCO printout is published because
of a need by private companies for this type of data and as
background information to research results that are being
prepared for publication (Forman & Hinde, in prep.).
Instructions for using the data base are contained in Hinde
(1984 a,b).
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