INSTALLATION FOR NOSID FILE FORMATS
Refer to the NOSID.doc file in the data package for complete information on its contents. 
If you have problems reading these data contact sales@ga.gov.au

Each Data package contains:

· Two database files (nosforms.mdb, version1.0; nosid.mdb, version1.0) generated using Microsoft Access 97 and updated to Microsoft Access 2003
· One documentation file (NOSID.doc Users' Guide, version 1.0) generated using Microsoft Word
· README containing general information and GA copyright, generated using Microsoft Word
· Copy nosforms.mdb and nosid.mdb to your C drive and open nosforms. 
If you are working on another drive and upon opening nosforms you get the error message “NOSID database not found! Please specify the location of the database” 
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Click “OK” and then find the file name nosid in the dialogue box.
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Next time you open nosforms, the Access application will remember where the nosid file is stored.
General Information:

The database contains a record of identification characteristics based on traditional and advanced fingerprinting methods. The sample set includes 33 oils that are currently being transported around Australia as fuels, crude oils being produced from Australian offshore basins, and ocean wander oils which occur naturally in the marine environment and strand on Australian Beaches.

Other product in this series:

The NOSID database contains updated geochemical information that was released in the earlier product Oil Identification Reference Kit (OIRK) AGSOCAT No 31623 (no longer available). In addition, the OIRK comprises a set of reference oils and biomarker standard.

MS-Windows installation:
Open the data package and copy nosforms.mdb and nosid.mdb to hard disk using a file manager.  The read-only property of each file will need to be cleared on the hard disk copies to allow use of the database.

Technical assistance: 
dianne.edwards@ga.gov.au
USING THE NOSID ACCESS DATABASE

NOSID is distributed as two MS-Access 97 databases.  The first of these is NOSID, which contains only the data and its logical data structure including referential integrity and relevant authority tables.  This allows complete independence of the data from the second database, NOSFORMS, which contains the NOSID application, including forms, reports and macros.  Users may therefore readily transfer the data to their own database system, to extend the set of reference samples by including their own data, without compromising the NOSID application.

NOSID System Requirements

The full NOSID database and application require approximately 40MB of hard disk space for installation on an IBM®-compatible on which Microsoft Access is available. Consult the MS Access Users’ Guide for a description of MS Access requirements. If you have Open DataBase Connectivity (ODBC) drivers for MS Access databases installed on your PC, you may also be able to access the data using other database management systems, or even from your word processor or spreadsheet program.  Consult the relevant application’s manuals for information about linking to external databases via ODBC.

Installing NOSID

The two databases are distributed in the data package and should be copied to hard disk.  The read-only property of each file will need to be cleared on the hard disk copies to allow alteration of the database.

Starting the NOSID Application

Once you have installed the NOSID databases, you can execute the NOSID application that comes with the database simply by opening the NOSID Forms database NOSFORMS.MDB.  There is a macro within this database that runs automatically whenever the database is opened.  
To open the database, start Access, then select Open from the Access File menu and choose NOSFORMS.MDB from the Open Database dialogue.  Alternatively, you can double-click on the NOSFORMS.MDB in File Manager.

If you intend to utilise NOSID frequently, it may be advantageous to set up a separate icon in Program Manager to specifically start Access and run the NOSID application.  If you do this, it means that you do not have to remember where the NOSID database is kept, and the database can be opened in one action. 
To do this, open Windows Explorer, locate the NOSFORMS database, and right-button click on it and select Create Shortcut, then drag the newly created shortcut to you desktop.

Using NOSID Data in Other Applications

You can use NOSID data in other applications if you have ODBC drivers for MS Access version 2.0 databases even if you do not have Access itself installed. In order to simplify the typical user’s view of the database a query definition qdNOSID_All has been set up in the NOSFORMS database to represent the database as a “flat” structure and incorporates all the key ratios that NOSID presents.  Such a view enables a simple means of incorporating data from NOSID into (for example) word processing documents or spreadsheets via ODBC. Some ODBC drivers do not support the pre-defined “QueryDefs” that NOSID uses, supporting only base table structures.  If this is the case with your implementation of ODBC, you must utilise the base tables NOSID_Sample, NOSID_GCWhole, NOSID_Traces, NOSID_GCMS_MRM, NOSID_GCMS_SIR in either of the databases.  The biomarker ratios have been calculated and are in the tables NOSID_Biomarkers (MRM) and NOSID_Biomarkers (SIR) in the NOSFORMS database only; the ratios included with NOSID are defined in the table FormulaTable also only in the NOSFORMS database.
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