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Diamonds from Ellendale 9, West Kimberley, W.A.
(Photo courtesy of Kimberley Diamond Company NL).

Rio Tinto's Argyle diamond mine in the East Kimberley region of W.A. has 
produced approximately 20% of the world's supply of natural diamonds since 
1996 when mining at the Argyle AK1 pipe commenced. Rio Tinto is developing an 
underground mine to extend the mining operations to 2018.          
(Photo courtesy of Argyle Diamonds).                                    

World Natural Diamond Production 2005 (M carat)

World Natural Diamond Production 2005 (US$M)

Botswana, 31.9, 18%

Russia, 38.0, 22%

Canada, 12.8, 7%South Africa, 15.4, 9%

Angola, 10.0, 6%

Congo (DRC), 27.0, 16%

Namibia, 1.8, 1%

Australia, 30.7, 18%
Others, 5.0, 3%

Total: 172.6 M carats

Australia, $400, 3%
Namibia, $600, 5%

Others, $500, 4%
Botswana, $3,000, 23%

Russia, $2,300, 18%

Canada, $2,000, 16%

South Africa, $1,500, 12%

Angola, $1,400, 11%

Congo (DRC), $1,000, 8%

Total: US$12,700 million

Others: Ghana, Brazil, Central African Republic,
Sierra Leone, Guinea, Tanzania

Source: Bram Janse (Mining Journal August 18, 2006)
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