
Dinosaurs roamed the land. Some of the 
largest animals ever to walk the Earth 
were the huge plant-eating sauropods. 
Some small dinosaurs developed feathers, 
probably for insulation, and later some 
developed the ability to fly, and in doing so 
evolved into birds. 

When Pangaea broke up, it created two 
smaller supercontinents, Laurasia and 
Gondwana. Gondwana, which included 
Australia, extended from the Equator to 
the South Pole. Throughout this period, 
Australia drifted south.

Conifers, ferns and cycads dominated the 
landscape and it was during this period 
that the first tree-ferns appeared.

Mount Wellington, which towers over Hobart in Tasmania, is capped 
by igneous rock which intruded older rocks during this period.

Jurassic period (199 .6 -145 .5  Ma)
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Cycad, ancestors of these  
modern cycads dominated  
the Jurassic landscape.

Jurassic rocks and resources in Australia

Natural resources found  
in Jurassic age rocks  
include oil, gas and coal.
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