























Table 1 Australia’s resources of major minerals and fuels and world figures for 1996

A RALIA 1996 ORLD 1996
COMMODITY UNITS Demonstrated Inferred Mine (f) Economic
Econ- Subeconomic Econ- | Subeco- | Undifferent- Production demonstrate Mine (g)
omic Par.am S“t,’m' omic nomic iated 1995 1996 dresources | production
arginal | arginal (0]

Antimony kb Sb 89.9 37.0 35.8 7.7 3.9 15.1 0.9 1.3 - 100
Asbestos

Chrysotile ore Mt - 46.24 - - - 75.18 - - large

Crocidolite fibre Mt - 0.37 - - - 2.12 - - large } 24 (k)
Bauxite Mt 3024 - 5329 - - 1598 42.7 43.1 23000 111 (b)
Black coal

In situ Gt 68 2 6 - - very large

Recoverable Gt 49 2 4 - - - 0.24 (c) 0.25(c) | 705 3.7 (d)
Brown coal

In situ Gt 46 1 2 - - 184

Recoverable Gt 41 1 2 - - 166 0.0507 0.0536 312 0.84
Cadmium kt Cd 132.11 | 10.6 16.4 21.1 0.1 0.8 1.9 1.9 540 19
Chromium kt Cr - 55.5 207.8 - 1623.8 - - - 3700000 12000
Cobalt kt Co 414.1 78.3 233.8 34.6 175.3 282.0 0.8 0.9 4000 24.1
Copper Mt Cu 23.6 14.5 25 1.9 8.3 4.0 0.4 0.5 310 10.7
Diamonds

Gem & near gem 10°c 85 220 3.5 28.2 - 6.2 - 54.0

Industrial 10°c | 90 229 112|304 |- 20.8 }a07 | 420 980 58.0
Fluorine Mt F - 24.34 9.59 - - 2.06 - - 102 (i) 1.92
Gold tAu 4454 1206 57 - - 1887 253 289 46000 2300
Iron ore Gt 17.8 13.8 0.4 - - 17.4 0.143 0.147 151 1
Lead Mt Pb 18.7 4.8 9.4 4.8 16.1 1 0.46 0.52 69 2.8
Lithium kt Li 166 79 3 - - 7 4.1 (n) 6.6 (n) 2800 6.4 (b)

. Mt-

Magnesite MgCOs 179.9 1.2 326.5 - - 109.8 0.23 0.31 8600 9.2 (b)
Manganese ore Mt 118.0 27.1 167.0 70.5 96.1 - 2.2 2.1 1885 21.5
Mineral sands

limenite Mt 135.0 68.1 0.7 - - 89.2 2.0 2.0 586 6.6 (b)

Rutile Mt 14.9 33.9 0.6 - - 25.2 0.2 0.18 41.99 0.3 (b)

Zircon Mt 214 24.6 0.5 - - 20.8 0.5 0.46 60.95 0.89 (b)
Molybdenum kt Mo - 4.7 3.2 - - 859.5 - - 5500 126
Nickel Mt Ni 6.4 2.2 3.4 - - 6.6 0.1 0.11 51 1.04
Niobium kt Nb 4.0 67.6 - - - 1995 - - 3500 17.5
Petrol. recov. (e)

Crude oil GL 277 - 24 - - - 24.1 25.3 160176 3565

Natural (sales) gas | 10°m® | 1264 | - 1099 = = = 30.0 29.8

Condensate GL 183 - 67 - - - 6.2 6.3 } 139703

LPG naturally occ. | GL 144 - 92 - - - 3.6 3.7 2219
Phosphate rock Mt 103 2758 - - - 1947 0.005 0.001 11000 131
;ﬁl\gg;t Pd, Os, Ir, tmetal | 19.1 17.5 27.7 3.5 82.3 2.1 0.6 0.7 56000 260.0 (j)
Rare earths

REO and Y,03 Mt 1 35 10.7 - - 4.2 - - 100 0.08
Shale oil GL - - 4822 - - 40360 - - na na
Silver kt Ag 43.3 11.5 12.9 9.5 12.7 1.0 0.9 1.0 280 14.8
Tantalum kt Ta 8.1 5.4 0.3 - - 64.8 0.2 0.3 19 366
Tin kt Sn 1195 28 186 - 303 5.3 8.7 8.8 7000 190
Tungsten kt W 0.9 34.1 28 2.5 177.6 - - - 2100 30
Uranium (g) kt U 622 - 93 136 44 - 4.4 4.9 2208 (h) 35.772(m)
Vanadium kt vV 15 1619 8425 - 2263 - - - 10000 36.0 (b)
Zinc Mt Zn 39.9 12.4 11.9 9.7 9.9 12 0.9 1.07 140 7.2

Abbreviations: t = tonne; ¢ = carat; m° = cubic metre; L = litre; kt = 10°

(&) World mine production figures for 1996 mostly USGS estimates.

(b) Excludes USA.
(c) Raw coal.
(d) Saleable coal.

(e) Source: Petroleum Resources Branch, BRS
(as at 31 Dec 1995).

(f Source: ABARE.

(h) Source: OECD/NEA and IAEA (most recent data).

(i) Excludes USA and Brazil.

() Platinum and palladium only.
(k) Includes crocidolite production.
() Based on BRS, USGS and other sources.
(m) Source: Ux Weekly, 10 February 1997

(n) Tonnes Li,O

(g) Refer to text for comparison of resource categories in the BRS scheme with those of the international scheme for

classifying uranium resources.

t: Mt = 10°; Gt = 10°t; GL = 10°L; na = not available
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