


























Table 1 Australia’s identified resources of major minerals and fuels, and world figures for 1997

A RAL |A ORLD
COMMODITY UNITS Demonstrated Inferred . :
Subeconomic . Mlne. Economic Mine (a)
Eco- . Sub- Undifferent- | production | demonstrated .
nomic | & Sub- Economic | ¢ conomic iated () resources () production
marginal | marginal

Antimony kb Sb 87.2 36.2 35.6 8.5 17.7 30.3 19 2400 124
Asbestos

Chrysotile ore Mt - 46.24 - - - 75.18 - large

Crocidolite fibre Mt - 0.37 - - - 2.12 - large }2-3 (k)
Bauxite Mt 3187 | 3795 1729 - - 1598 445 23300 115 (b)
Black coal

In situ Gt 71.2 0.7 5.6 - - very large

Recoverable Gt 51.4 0.4 3.4 - - very large 0.27 (c) 702 (o) 3.7 (d)(0)
Brown coal

In situ Gt 46 1 2 - - 184

Recoverable Gt 41 1 2 - - 166 0.061 311 0.9
Cadmium kt Cd 1199 | 11.3 22.7 24.4 2.5 - na 530 19.5
Chromium kt Cr - 55.5 207.8 - 1635.8 - - 3600000 12000
Cobalt kt Co 434.8 | 81.3 326.2 - - 514.1 na 4000 27
Copper Mt Cu 214 19.4 2.0 0.8 3.1 10.4 0.55 334 11.3
Diamond

Gem & near gem 10°c 70.3 194.0 4.4 29.6 11 6.2 - 56

Industrial 10°c | 716 | 2016 3.2 28.2 0.7 20.8 } 40.2 980 62
Fluorine Mt F - 24.34 9.84 - - 2.04 - 106.34 (i) 2.01
Gold t Au 4352 | 1184 124 - - 2376 311 45000 2315
Iron ore Gt 16.6 14.2 0.2 - - 18.8 0.158 167.0 1.04
Lead Mt Pb 17.5 6.1 9.0 5.3 155 1.2 0.53 65.0 2.9
Lithium kt Li 162 79 3 - - 7 na 3700 11 (b)

. Mt-

Magnesite MgCOs 190.8 | 6.7 343.7 - - 107.5 0.25 8600 9.2 (b)
Manganese ore Mt 1129 | 27.0 167.0 70.2 94.0 - 2.1 1970 22.1
Mineral sands

lImenite Mt 1435 | 66.5 0.7 - S 97.7 2.2 594 6.4 (b)

Rutile Mt 17.5 36.3 0.6 - - 30.2 0.23 41.98 0.39 (b)

Zircon Mt 23.3 26.7 0.5 - - 24.3 0.42 62.8 0.87 (b)
Molybdenum kt Mo - 6.3 3.2 - - 859.5 - 5500 131
Nickel Mt Ni 6.7 2.1 5.1 - - 10.0 0.12 43 1.08
Niobium kt Nb 9 31 - - - 1848 - 3500 16.5
Petroleum (recoverable) (€)

Crude oil GL 240 - 30 - - - 25.1 161984

Natural (sales) gas 10°m® | 1360 | - 984 = = 8 30.0 3678

Condensate GL 193 - 54 - - - 7.8 } 140036 2361

LPG naturally occur. GL 174 - 77 - - - 4.1
Phosphate rock Mt 103 2758 - - - 1947 - 11000 136
:E)M (Pt Pd, Os, I Ru, | ol | 187 | 108 36.3 e 83.0 2.4 na 70600 264 (j)
Rare earths

REO and Y,03 Mt 1 35 10.7 - - 4.2 - 100 0.08
Shale oll GL - 461 3158 - - 41552 - na na
Silver kt Ag 415 12.8 14.3 9.9 11.3 2.3 1.1 280 15.3
Tantalum kt Ta 11.40 | 6.02 0.17 - - 63.06 20.79 0.41
Tin kt Sn 102.7 | 45.1 185.5 0.6 302.9 5.3 10.2 7700 201
Tungsten kt W 0.98 34.22 27.99 2.47 177.61 - - 2100 32
Uranium (g) kt U 615 - 93 136 45 - 6.5 (n) 2333 (h) 36.003(m)
Vanadium kt vV 151 1483 8425 - 2202 - - 10000 35.0 (b)
Zinc Mt Zn 36.3 14.1 14.5 10.5 9.7 1.1 1.04 190 7.8

Abbreviations: t = tonne; ¢ = carat; m° = cubic metre; L = litre; kt = 10°t; Mt = 10°t; Gt = 10°t; GL = 10°L; na = not available

(2) 1997 World production figures are mostly USGS estimates.

(b) Excludes USA.
(c) Raw coal.
(d) Saleable coal.

(e) Source: Petroleum Resources Branch, BRS
(as at 31 December 1996).

(f) Source: ABARE.

(g) Refer to text for comparison of resource categories in

(h) Source: Most recent OECD/NEA and IAEA data.
(i) Excludes Morocco and Brazil.
() Platinum and palladium only.
(k) Includes crocidolite production.
() Based on BRS, USGS and other sources.
(m) Source: Ux Weekly, 2 March 1998

(ﬂ) U308
(o) BRS estimate.
the BRS scheme with those of the international scheme for classifying uranium resources.
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