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'" -!RITE QLAY JiEI;QOXTBs ,Kt;all§·. nAY" 

by 

.J. M. Dlokitua 

ll..!.£2.t.4e 122~LU 

/' - :tl!:tRPl{UCTIQ!'f 

,po 

. I The repo~ 1$ ~ ~e8ult of a two day viel; to~he erea 
on tho second &I.nd t hi r(1. of ?:~arah, 1955.. in the Qomptl.ny of' Mz-. J • 

. MO'rrQW, Sup~~1n.ten.:1ant, AQl:"tcultnrtt..lr ... en<lltnd Stook; A.C.T. 
t::l~w~nt6an hol~a wer..a dr111$4 with fa 1,.-lnchpost-holet fliggiJl' ari( 

'- 2~ lin. augOI' to Il maximum dep'U~ of 5 t"t" to inveatigate clay east 
of I tne aerodromo. As onl.)' tb~ OCOUl'l'eu').ce of ol~y wae :required, 

.' the olay 'lIllG not penetrato(l to det!;)rm1ne th1cltneaia" . 'the 'poat-
. hO,l, dhat.'}" Wt.l$ tOl.1nd. to be tbe ll1Q.f1t ~li\t1fSfaotor}1 irHfforumcmt. 

Tl16 co";'o£.lol"ot1on or th. QUl'veyins part" in dr1111ng the holos was 
apprtoUltet'1. 
i . 

i 

r'n !,..,rrJ!l'-" lllif'I'1''''! I(IA.llfJ'lo'l:c.:! ~·t'1.I.""'V;=\".I.'l d··f~ l='~ !r~~ .!!2 

.. The llepos1ta nave . been pr.,v1ot.U'11 invflst1gat~d b~' the 
Bl.1X'a6u o'f M1neral Resouroes (Smith ot al. 1948). .rJ1111tl~7t fill •. 
repor'\ijd 'three OcO\,U'rencos of.' olay, two amall d~poeit.1 ineld.(1) 
tbebout,darlea of' tho 8.erod.l'omo s:nd a th1rdnetlJ- the wcet side 
of the ael'cull"ome and rna 1n1y ou.ti\1de the n"roetx-ome 'fEmee" which 
wns beir.g worked at.· that tIm. by No\'!#bolt'l Geru!rnl Retraotor1es 
IJtct. Tbir last deposit weu 1rlv8IBtigatod by hanrl-c.'h;·1111ng and a . 
plfme t,Qble survoy ,niB mao.e. Tho total rCS$rVeR were e&t1mated. 

. ut 1.270,t)(.;0 tonlJ_ l.H.i~1ng the pNt6e~t. l"'eoonna1VfJ$.nee, another 
deposit waa investigated eaat of the ael'tJdrorne near tho bead-

. wetfll'S ufTolegraph OrC)elit (seo. uccoMpan.vlllg Gltet.cb nlap. No. 
" bOT 18A!4).. , . I' -~-

:UiY'i:8XIGA:rXQli OF QIg/l'~: ,'lMtiX, 011 A~Ol~HOJg; 

. . Whit-6. clay 18 exposed at Ilbout 4 tt •. belQw t be surface 
in an elongatCtd pit immediately f1'foutb. 01: ib$ 01"- 11gl1tboW3f) road, 
sovt,u-.al chains west or tne firet, creek o'ro8Bing east of the . 

...... j u.nct ion of the,r03d with the e~·aam.e:r l>(rfl~h roadfr An examination 
'ot Aeriall photographs cont1:rtned b~1eld $xam1nat1oMmowed that 
.' t.h~pofu';lbl. occurrence of! ·cla7 waa limited on all .1ttelJ b3l' , 

sandstone Qutcrop. Eight holes were put down 11'1 the vioinity 
· . or the plt an(l thoee aOQwed white alar waa preaont elt 4 tt. to 

4 ft. 6 ins. in an area about .30 ,da. \f14e and 50 yd •• long 
, extending towBms tbe weat branch Q1: Telegraph CX"eek. There 1s 

....... s' posslbl11tl that. the band of 01a1 extends towe~ds. tho west 
bran.ah· of the creek ffil'thc1" than Bho~n by the. holes, but it muet 

.. bEt limited in oxt.nt a.s sandstone out c~ps in this branob of the' " oro.".. - '.' 
. . '!fine boles "ere pu.t clown on. & 50 yd. grid lnthe a:t-e& 

· nonb-e8at o£ tho Steamer Bea.oh l"QadjP bitt-eon the two bnnchea 
'of 1eleara'pb Oreek. All· bottomed in aandetono at eb"ll"" deptha. 

: ' 

",:" ...• '1'11& investigat10n showed that no extensive ola, d$>POBits 
'erepr6sont 1nth1e .reS. Wbite alai was ebown to occur onlJ in 

· a 8~alla~$Q about 30 yda. Wide, weat of the'woat branob o~ 
'. Tel.graph Greek.. . 

". 
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Frcmi an (wonomio point of' vl~Jw on:t;r the clay <:1aposit. 
nOh!' tfw Wtl/{;!tern oid~ ot.· the eOl"»o6:r~om6' io O!~ significance. ~\ihc'n 
it l~ roaltZ(Hlthat the total reoorded. prod.uction of V{h:tte CltlYs 
(v,flcli.n. P.,E111 and White Eefracrt.ory Cla,Y's) in H.H .. W. hot,ween 1925 
8tl(1 19J49fi'aa :~16j;.390 t(mR valued at ,f:269 1 74() (tToplin t 1955, p.14) 
tbe signi:f1t.:!l!:lnce oi~ a depo.l.l;it tJ$t.1mat~)(l at 1.270,000 tonacan 
b(J e H'X'6ciated. The (1apth of' (;lvf!;!rtlllrden is arr.a 11, .3 - 6 f't" over 
moot of t he area Ol~ the aevo~1t, and it 1s l'€Hldily ~oo!f)iiHJ1b16,~ . 

. b\.0'ing only a little more than 1 mila from tho .1ervla Buy-r~owra 
Highway. The only difficulty likely to bo mt;"Jt in l"emoving tha 
<;;lay would be duo to g:t"(,Hmd wnte~ tH~6paBe whieh wottltl r'l;lguir-e 
purnp1f'lH. ThtH'e 1s, bO'Nover,. no shortage c,r white clay in lr..S .. W .. 
(Joplin 1953).· '. . , 

""'(' l<T '''1' nit! I ('}'ItYC< l) ;~\l[;.lf .. .f-t'H,.,'1 ,P~J.o:'It 
........,.....~--~......,.......,. 

Only a. fM'lla.l1 area 01.' whit"" olar Wa.R flhown to ('')Q(HlX'' on 
thaeflat. aide of thtJ aerodrom.e ana. a more (letal1ed, survey would 
not be ¥.l8.rr-e.nted in this ~u'$a tlnleE~A it 'Was shown that P3l amf:\11 
(lepo~1t CQuld be ot 1..100 tor some pa:rt1ctll lSl r purpose,. t;',i.g'j!I in 
the ct.iSO of' the htH,d of til olay of particu.lar eompof!;it ion o'V . 
purlty. . 

'l'he large cla¥(le~oa1t examined 'by Smith et al .. 1$ 01' 
conaid{~rtlbl~ pot"~nt1al $(mn(Hnic iU'tportan(H~ • 

\'(1,th I"ogarClto 'ttl., gtinsra.l organtz8.t.ion of. th$ trip, 
it is euggeat<)d t,hnt. it \,oult'l. have b~cn doelrabl~ f'or thO' officers 
ot" the l)cpartmentof the IT'lter1or· to beve bfl.d geological e,(tvioa 
p~lor to the visit. 

JOP!.IN, O.A.(1953) 

mnTH,. Iff ~ c. ~ BJI;t}"ORD" 

rmF'}t;RJ<~NCJr.a 
r I ... ~ ...... 

: Cla'tt. Bur" Ml fI_.. Res() t1 l". ,A-m:lt = l:::llm,:Th"~ R~r')~. 37/ (unpcimaEi<i).. -~-~--... . ... -. --~. 

l).tT •• HfiWTHOm.TE~ an.d Rotn!;n',IIf:WN' ... A. V. (1948) :; 
. Geologica.l Report on the Jervis Bay Firebrio~ 

Olay Deposit and, Jervis Bay Aerodromec • 
. But. Min. Resour. Aust .;. Ree,,, 1948/21 

(unpublished). . 
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On Tel.egraph 1"inct' 11 it, 'rot.1 Boll 
6 n. noribot pIt ,3ft. tHlncly subsoil 

88ndetone at 4 ft . 

40 tt. /fSGt 0: p1~ 

On Telei,l"I9pb t1:.l1f 
20 rt. approx. 
lHnl'U~ of pi't 

On T&leg:p!l ph l,ine 
20 yela, fr~ No.' 

.3 n. Gina. Soil. and 
aul>uol1 

ijandet one Qt 3 ft. 6 1 n, 

Wbit. "lay Ht. 4. 'ft. 
. llottGmeO $t 4 f't, 6 in. 
tn white ala.y 

Whl t. clav &t 4 :t"t. 611 

I' On Telegrap,h L,"1ne "S, tiMS', on.., ,at 3 ft. , 27 yr:la. :tJ.'om Ito. 4 

20 1~.1il. from !ITo. ~ t S$', ndlttonC\ t\ to 4 tt. 

20 fda. 'f.:rom !4'0. 14 t'ilbttG clay 8t 4 ft. 

20, ydfl. front NQ. 7 2 ft. 8011 and. subsoil 
2 ,tt, $,t t.rr grey clay 
Wh1..te Qley at 14. fi. 

, _______ .. ~' .... ............~~. ft'.r I.. ""1'11' •• %.' II ...... '-... 

: . 

l l~ r, on b$tWElG,n T, ., IJ 
}'H·anohasof' ',' 
TelegruphOreok, 

~-.~-"-

',1 , On TeltlSl"tlph 1~1m;) 1 sandstol1e at 6 in. 
12 yrts.' $$st.wsrd of 
1st pd" ellst ot 
Gteamar. Beach Rd. 

-"'-" f; 

., '. '~ I On Tele grapb Line I Sandstone at..; n.6 in 
!lOrds. eflstWtlrd of 
No~' 1. 

3 1 On Telegrll.pb -tl.ne I fle.ndstono at 5 t"t. 

4 

50 14ft eS0tward ot 
Nth 2 

On Tele"raph I.ine 'I a ft," b,laOit, QOil, 8nd, 
;0 1dA. e.at"am of su.bsoil 
No. .3 ,':5 n. b:rown flJtM1"Y clay 

aa nds'~ (mo 'it 5 tt. 

5 150 yda. northwe.M. iSandat.ono at' ft. 
01" No. .3 at right 
angles to Toleg~apb 
t·1rLfJ 

6 t 50 }f(1a. north1ts.rd f Sand$'t on. at 3ft .. 

7 

& 

9 

of No.2 Rt right· 
angl.eu it> Telegraph 
! .. 1ne 

50t .t:t,..,_/!'northwa 1'4 
o ,Jo. Q 

50 yda.nQ'ttbwal.'d 
of NO. , ' 
50 ~~.lil * noP'ti hW8 pd 
i1' 1to. 7 

sand.tone at .'5 ft. 

Gand,tone a, 2 ,tt. 6 1r 

. nenl'lat()n~' &1;, :;: itt.. G , ' ' r ' 
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J ERV IS B~AY 
CLAY O'EPOSIT 

EAST OF AERODROME 

. Reference 
......... '111/ h • +- I 
! .•... :.:':. rr 1/ / Ie C1d'y 

.s Augef'bof'e holes 
,~""'''~ Sandstone outCf>OPS 

---- Tpac/(s --'. 
(RECORDS 1.955-23) 
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