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On 10th Fovewber, 1082 & brief visit was méde to Channel
Tslend with Mr, ﬁ. Vidgen, Director of Works, to
investigate the pﬂﬁﬁibiltﬁtaa of developing an underground
water supply for the leprosarium,

The populstion of the leprosarium is ebout
200 persong and its present inadequate supply is obliasined
from roof cetchment tanks, supmented when necessary, by
uging 8 water barpe from Darwin,

Channel Islend ig situsted about 6 miles
south-gouth-eagt of the port of Dapwin, and hes an area of
approximately ; squére mile, being sbout I mile lonz (north-
east to southewest) by 1 miia wide (northewest to south-east),
The %elagﬂ rises to 8 meximum heicht of ebout 100 feet sbove
seE jevel,

The island is composed of meta-sediments
of the Brocks Creek Croup, which sre intruded by quarts
veing, and the Cretsceous section coccurring in the Dapwin
aren {s entirely lecking,

The meta-sedimenta, which strike in a north-
north-essterly direction and dip steeply, consist chicfly
of sletes end sendy slates, but = coarse gritty bed cceurs
in the section along the crest of the ridgze on the soulth-ess!
slde of the ialend, This gritiy bed oppears to be the

most suited to contain supplies of undergpound seepa ¢ water,
but it hes elrendy been tested by an old bore to o peported
depth of about 100 feet with unfavoursble resulits,

In addition to this bore, there ig &n o0ld
well near the landing at the south~west corner of the islsnd,
which was sunk t» & depth of sboult 30 feet and sghowed only @
#light seepage of water, .

It sppears unlikely thet a good supply of
underground woter will be obtained on the lslend, snd this
is probebly due to the fact thet it offers too smell a
oot chment ares snd the beds sre not periiecilasrly favourable
tutallow for the accumalation of goag supplies of underground
waiter,

The unfavourable conditions for underground
water indicate that the water supplies on Channel Island
can only be inereased by catoehment methods,
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