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During the period 29th September t0 2nd Cetober 1950,
the writer and geologist N, McKay, investigated the area near
Wyndham, in which liry N4 Orehard clsoime to have obtained a piteh~
¥lende sample in 1919,

Prom a study of the correspondence with Mre Orchard which
was fopwaprded from Canberra for perusaly there is little doubt that
the well My, Orchard refers to is that at the 0ld Choomuli Stock
Camp (now burnt down) which is close to a large boabob tree marked
"Choemuli®, The Andrew Hill loecality scems to be based on erroncous
early advice and an ingorrect interpretation that the old meat works
Bore was the well lr, Opchard referred to, Andrew Hill was not
visited because of the boggy nature of the tidal flats surrounding
ite

From Choomuli Stogk Camp, a 60 degree sector of Wedge Hills,
extending from approximately north to ensgt northeast, was covered
by several traverses. This seotor should embrace lr, Orchard's
reported locality, and the traverses were extended to the top of
the ridge nearly om Hevas Climbe The hills are composed of sand-
stones, grits, quartzites and pebble beds, end are presumably porch
of the Wyndham Group of rraterosoic rocks, The genersl strike is
northwest ~ southeast and the gensrsel dip 10~15° southwest,

The sandstones are well jointed and secondary silicification is
abundant only Joimt and bedding planes in some places. Ripple
merking is well shown in some of the sandatones, Ko igngous p
intrusive ouarkz veins were noted in the sector examined,
and the alledged pitchble
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nde lode was not encounteped.

It is oaly fair %o point out that a lode 12 inches to 48
inchea wide as referred to by kire Orchard would be diffieult to
find emongst the innuumerable scattered boulders on these hills,
Unless the area can be localised further the c¢hances are comparable
with those of looking for a needle in a hoystack,

(See Phete 5040 Cambridge Gulf Run 7 for area examined and
l@ﬂ&liti") ™

Feollowing the examination of the area referred to by Mr.
Orehard, an examination was made of & supposed radicastive deposit
rtpnrtoa by Mr. Ee Crocker of lyndhams

This proved to be in the Choomuli area alse but an exsmination
proved to be a gilicified bariferous lode with ne radio-setiwe
properties (as determined by Geiger-iuller counter),

The lode occurs on the edge of the tidesl north snd the bearing
from it to Anrew Hill is 340 degrees,

The lode strike X10°8 and dip vertically to very steep
westerly, The lode outerops for a length of 450 feet, and has &
?agimgu width of about 8 feet and an average width of probably
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The 10de osceurs on flat southeasterly dipuing shales of the
Wyndhem Group. In addition to ite chief consistuenta barytes,
8iliea and fragments of eountry rock, some small crystals of galena
were noted in the barytes in the lode channel on a few plases,



galens can oceur a&p can gmbabiy sphalerite (zine
blends), It is pessible that Opchard's assey report in 1919
might have mentionsd blende, which over the course of years
become confused with pitenblando.

Other barytes oscurrences are rap@rta& to be present
in the Wyndham aresy
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6%h Ogtober 1950,

Copy to:

The Deputy Director
lire WehAes HEllis, Geologicel OULVGY Of Wehe
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