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Introduction. 
------~ ...... - ... , consequent upon instructions rece1ved from the 
Superintending Geologist, Mr. C.J. Sullivan, the copper-gold 
deposit at Ycuralba was v1sitea and inspected on the 9th. 10th, 
and 11th May 1950. 

, Situation ond Access. 
--- ---- The mineral deposit is s,ltnated approx1mate'l~ 
,22 miles northeast of 14aranboy GOvernment Batterr. A bush track' 
leads to the workings. The last·th~ee or four miles ot this 
track a,re impassable in wet weB there 

A constant supply of wster can be obtainedw1th1n 
a mile of' the owners camp. Timber for mining pu.rposes can be 
obtained on what is locall~ known as tttable land COUtltry-u three 
miles away. 

!!.!!:!:9PL,.!.Pd_Q!B.2rsp.8h The eposit was first tound in 1917 but was not 
Vlorked until september 1929 when Jim Eskrett and Mick Coleman 
carried out 'some surface Vlork near the present camp a1 tee They 
also sank a shaft about. 100ft. deep approximately 2i miles 
to the north west of the present camp site before they left 
in September 1929. Paul Allrnich and Charlie Holt came about 
the end of Janual7 1930 and Vlorked until Jult of the Bame year. 
They sank two shafts (called in the report No.2 Workings) about 
100 ft. apart; the southernmost shaft was about 18 ft. deep 
and the other Vias about 35 ft. deep. 

No further work was done until the present owners 
commenced Vlork in the 01'7 sea SOD of 1949 when they sank a shaft 
35 ft. deep about 1 mile south of the1D camp site. which .1s 
adjaoent to No. 2 Workings. 

iYgr!tings,!. Copper bas been mined in three localities; 
No. 1 Workings: These workings are situated one mile 

south of the owners campsite. They cons1st of 8 vertical shaft 
33 ft. deep from the bottom of wh1ch a crosscut to the east, 
reported to be 40 ft. 1n length, has been made. It was not 
possible to inspect the crosscut • 

No. 2 \1orkings: About a mile north of No. 1 WOl'klngs 
a series ot .shallow \"jorkings eatending over 200 tt. are all 
that remains of the vork done by Paul Allmlch and Charlie Holt. 
The two shafts Bunk by Allmich and Coleman are nO\1 f1lled in • 

. No. 3 Workings: These workings sltuateo about 2 miles 
OD a bearing of' .330 degrees from No. 2 \7orklngs conaist of 
several potholes and a shaft reported to be formerly 100 ft. 
deep but now only 38 ft. deep. 

No. 4Worklngs: A large quartz reef, about 2 miles 
north of No •. 2 Workings and about '1 mile Ii .300 E of No • .3 
Workings h~B been tested by several small oosteaDs. 

ge-D~ral G~olo~ 

The rooks of the area consist of slates. 
metamorphosed sandstones and hematite quartzites whieh have been 
intrudea by bodies (possibly sills) of diorite. The sediments 
have been folded -just to the south of No. 1 Workings a orestoidl 



has a soutbwesto~ly plunge. The sedimentary rooks bave a 
generalnortbweete1'ly trend and a d1p \7hich varies from 
50 0 ... 700 Tloet. 

OrebodY$. 
The hematite quartzite has been intl'ude4 

by mineralised quartz ~e~fs and ~e1na uhi¢n outorop 
discontinuollsly over a distanco of foul." miles 1nd1.ff'e1'8nt· 
horizons or the quul"tzl te. 

In No. 1 f/Ol'klnga the 01}sbody, "bieh is 
ap.Pl'onmatebN 400 t't. long {:I.lld 10 ft. wide. at the surtace, 
strikes N.30 Wand dlps 30 Orr., 

. In No. a \101'k1086 the orebody l'Iaspl'ove4 
to Gnst over a length of 200 ft. It had a maximum width of 
4 ft. The strike of the orebOds' is N500\1 and tne cUp is 

, vert1caJ.. 
In the v1.o1nl ty ot l~o. 3 \"Iorkings the 

oountry rock has a genera.l N 50°\,. strike and a 65° E dip 
but the lOde lla.8 a NIOOE strike and a reported verti0al d1p 
and w1dths of 1,ft. This dlffe1"ence in strike ot coun.tl'Y 
roek and. orebody is ·thought to be due to local fold1ng ot 
the country ~ock adjaoent to the orobody which could not be 
seen on acoount at tbe long grass and soil cover. 

t The mineralised quartz reef at No. 4 
l1ol'k1ng is apprOx1mately 400 ft. long and about 20 ft. 1n 
'width. The quartz reef 18 thoUght to be at the nose of a 
south pltlng1ng told but mOI'e detailed nork 1s necossnry to 
ve1'1(f this. ThegenGral trend of the reef 10 N .6Som and 
it appeal"sto dip to the ,west at ,30 degrees. 

UinerallMt10nc 
. ~ogether ~1th copper, small amounts of 

gold, a11vef and 16&4 are reported to have been found. Copper 
occurs 1n the :form ot malacbite and OCClls.ionnlly as aZUl'1te. 
The presence of bornite and silver sulphide are l'epo~tod b¥ 
Paul Allmlch from No. 2 rlork1nge at a. depth. of shout 20 ft. 
At 1;0. 3 Workings .pyrite was obsoJ'ved 1n two placos at the 
.surfuce yot the copper are rtbich uns mined from the shaft 
was in the carbonate form (reported)~ 

Production: 
The follor/ing -production figUl'ea ttElrG 

verbally given to the Wl'lter by Paul 1*11m1ch: 

OWnel'Sh1p, 

From No. 2 \7orkings }~ tons ot: 28& ~~ coppol' ore. 
From No • .3 Workings 8 tons of 29 I;; copper ore. 

At the prescnt time tho mineralised bolt 
of count.!'y is within the boundaries. of a mlol-ng reservation, 
4 miles long and one mile \7ide, uhich is held by the 
Johnstone brothers, namely. Donald George, 11Ul'l'sy, and Halt 
Johnstone. 

OoncluS1ons and Recommendratlonst,: 
MineraLIsation ur tue ol-aebD~ at the 

surface 1s not partioularly stl'ong nor are thel'e any gossens 
which indicate large oreboa1es at· depth. 

If 1t 1s trQe that bornite ~aS ~ound at 
apprOximatelY' 20 :ft. belOW the surface in Ito. 2 Workings 
them it 1s unlike~ that the deposIt v/ill be of great economio 
importance; quartz veins contJ1ning bornite are not uncou..mon 
but they heve rarely been producers of oopper ore. Tho 
presence of sulphides at such shallou dopthsdoea not indicate 
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.. ... of _.~ eU1ohment., &ii1'r.U.1G. 1. ",aN., tenm4 1.n'_ 
RU ~ .tal.,tu.... 4ui.o.nt fltul U1U10sagb al1l1.n'1 ' •. 11&1' 4eve1ep 
aa a L •• I1, tft ....... va. ..... , 1'". 4U'1.r4'.1I' bJ"P ...... 

!b4 JChaatone »Ntllcu ...... all 0Q8qe\1. ,..WlI 
P"'_*"O'. who beve a :pol'''.bl •• _1 t1tlS plant 01'. _Tl .... 
,. open up l'~O. 2. \'U~"lu\n8' by f.!le£l.ne ot u ~t:u·~t' 01;) ihe Ol'eb., 
~_ ~ft Oft tbe o~bOfll about to"iI t"' 'bel_ tbe el1ftae .. 
, ... tbl8 wuk tn.r should obt~11n Pl.1tiblo "1tlW1\1 tie. fit ........... ,,"", 0"_ 

!be d'OUI1I'tioue !l'oichIU!ls tie.:;.. aae4 to QO:l11J' , .. 
__ •• at ,be p,op ... u4e and. thai' .we!'e ",oW tbat ,P ... lltlF 

•• tbe. '9'1.' woal4 be unAonaten 111 QGaUonwealtb ... 1081.' •• 
(1t ......... t ,bat 01tbe. tne aum Juns1e Pal"", •• n on .1' • 
.. q , •• t. lsa .. the .8.ll'Ocka O" •• k. pa~'Q' eou14 Wl48X"\Ue tbL. 
",fk). 

1 8.q14tu" that th11 4.po&i1'ft which 1. a ~ • 
leattollla" _tv. ~ l1e14 _1'8 .~. '0 _ .. ,..t1. ,1'0.,.."" 
an4 ,,_t 1t 1 •• ,ttl"bil. lIetGb1natlle 4.-1GpmOll' 11" l' 1a 
........... I .,ftt a44 tba' "ebe _ave w.~. aa~_'blt BU,g_ 
, .... tile ....... .-JAil_,. UJli1W4 40· ':;:;.u10k.1; on 'tbe Qott 
.ppaNa ........ ' 11»" ,_ bd .. q .... an 1nvcult1s.$tion b7 OGmnlOft .... l'll 
ottt..fJl'l __ 414 .. , • ..,.., tll_ to aL"J.1iTO 80 aoon. 

( l"'.l"lfa»4. ) 
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