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by, Woolnmough, in 1928, reported on & deposit of clay
on the western side of the rallway line, between the railwey station
and the stoek loading ysrds st Bungendore, Hew South %eles. 1
regcently exsmined the ares and found that the deposit hee not been
developed since 1988, and, ss may be expected, most of the exposures
of elay mentioned by Vioolmough in that year have been filled in.

Three soall irreguler pits were found neer the site of
Lundy's shaft, 600 feet north-west of the stock-loading yards, on
land now owned by Donnelly, Auctioneer of Bungendore. ZThese pits
heave been partly filled in with inewashed slliuvium and sre at
present holding water. The practice, over the years, of using these
pits 88 repository for desd stoek from the trucking yards hes not
mede the investigator's tesk any emsier, Ko saiisfactory semple of
clay could be colleeted from these pits but ome sample of clay wee
obtained from old spoil dumpe nearbdby. This materiml is weasthered
schist or slate, Original clesvege and gohistosity cen be eaeily
detected and the material can be powdered inte clay, lowever, this
material has weathered for méeny yesrs on the dump and probédly re-
presents one of the harder, less-weathered beds in the deposits.
somewhat similar meteriel was described by Uooloough in 1828 from
the eustern shaft on Grirfin's Block, neer the reilway line between
the station and the stookeloading yards.

The collar of Lundy's shaft has been timbered over for
@aeny yeaps. 7The depth of the shaft, in 1088, was st lesast 70 feet,
end it is possible that a useful section of the clay ¢ sit mmy
st11l be provided by portion of the old ehmft, Two shalfts, 20 fest
deep were sunk on Griffin bloeck in 1928, These wore, spparently,
filled in but I d4id not Anvestigate Oriffin's block for ressons dise
cussed below,

In the absence of somples and exposures little cen be
added to the reports of Dy, Woolmough in 1928, However, the follow
ing points ere of importance -

1. There is every chance that deposits of clays, similar to
that excmined by Woolnough could be found %o the imuediste
north and west of the known deposits. Some clay may be
expected also gouth and south-west of the known deposite.
Howevep, there are no nstural exposures and prospecting would
have to be done by euger holese The reserves of clay,
similar to that exsmined by VWooluough, mey therefore be very
lapge in the Bungendore aree,

2. Voolnough's reports provide some details of test by piis snd
auger holes, but &s no plsn is availeble to show the number
and distribution of the test holes, there must be some doubt
8z to whether the ares of 17 ¢hains by 128 chains, mentioned b
Goolnough, hes been adequately tested; particulerly sinoce tih
problem of the existence of resistant, unweathered strats
within the eley deposits scems & Very real one.

3, Woolnough's reports provide some infommation on the guality
of the glay, and if the Depertment of Works and dousing Lind
this emcoupaging, it is suggested that steps should be taken
to provide semples for further exsminetion. These could be
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provided by drilling & susber of super holes Soross the
deponits, from east Lo west on Gpiffin's Slocks I these
sampies proved satisfectory, & small drilling cempaign
{(with sugers) would be necesssry $o check on the gusntity
of elay avallable and on the poseible presence of beds of
bapd, littlee-weathered rock.

4 1If the informeiion &t present svellsblie iz considered suff-
icient to wapreni any further investigetion, the problen of
tenure and right to enter should be considered ss a nec-
egeayy first step, It will be remembered that, in 1988,
when it became evident Lhat the Comnmonweslih wes interested
in the clay, the owner of the land (Gpriffinj secured the
mining rights of the land end sought to seil these rights
to the Commonwealth (oFf Federal Caplial Comaission; for
%500, Unfertunately, the story is not contimaed in our
files, but I infer that the projeet wae dropred shortliy
after this impediment was raised, -

, In my recent viasit fo the deposit, I purposely did
not contaet the ownere of the land, but, belfore ;slmnl;' nning sny fuPe
ther invesgtisstions it would be wice to delermiue (he Legt course
to adopt, The koown deposit is ideslly situated Jfor rallway irens-
port, but is very close to the town and the londowners will probobly
not Waﬁe unless forged to do wucder mining regulstions or
induced by libersl compenaaiion.

If the Department of ¥orks and Housing proposes fur-
ther inveatigat ionas of the Bungendore clay I suggest tnat (he konown
depoeit, norith of ithe stoek-loading yacds, Gogetiher wiith the pacdook
immediafely south of the yarde, should be pegged to sllow the
Commonwealth the right of entry snd the right %o mine. I subscqu~
ent investigation showsg tnaet quantity eénd quelity of tne clay is up
to sxpectation, but tiat the compensmtion payeble to landowners is
to0 high it should be possible to find another ares close to the
rallwey line north of ggagméare in which prospesting for clsy
would be well warranted,
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