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) PROGRESS RDORT ON rrlSTIBG OJI 

ASBI'ORl} COAL!IELD 

IBTRODUC~ION 

BMR pum!'"~r:CA TIONS CO?!!:F> ACTUS 
(NON-LLL~"mNG--slEcrlON) 

Cael outOI'O Plil in tbe .e4 of •• mall ,ul17 
trilautery to tbe Seyer. Riyer. at a point 7 mile. north 
at the yillage at Aabtard 3. mile. north ot IOTerell, .e. 
Boatb Wales. 

A ... 11 col11ery bas lae •• deyelepe' i. tbe 
Aabtord Se .. and worked iatermlttent1y uatil 1925, _iD17 to 
supply ooal and eoke to tbe HilTer Spur .tn. near Tex •• , 
Queenelaad. !exas, 52 1I11e. north and Ioverell, 43 ral1e. 
south of the II1ne are tbe neareat ral1heads. 

Tbe ooaltleld aDd extenalo08 to tbe oorth an • 
• outb baTe been examiaed ~7 ottloer. of the Be. South Wal •• 
Department of Mlae., the Australlan Alu.lnlo. Produotlon 
Commie.loa, the Joi.t Coal Board and others. During Mareh 
1949 • dlaMOQd drlll1Qg programme .. a lnitlated by tbe Bureao 
at Ml •• ral Resouroe., 0801087 and GeopbJsics and both geolo­
glcal aDd geopbJsleal ioyestigatl0. ot tbe ar ....... rrle' 
out b,- the Bureau durlng early phase. at the 41'1111118 'cam­
pa1Sa. 

GBOIeQGY 

Mala geological units of the area are: 

1. The Lower Carbo.1t.rouB Serles, 
2. Peradan ooal measures, and 
3e Granlte lntrusiY8 into the Lower Carboniterous. 

Tbe Carboniterous beds conslst mainlJ at white 
cberta, greeniab .udatonea, tufta and coar •• sandstones 
sbarply tolded aDd faulted. 

Tbe Per.iaa system oyerlie. tbe Lower Carbon­
iterou. uncontor .. ~ly and, near the coal mine, Qonslsta ot 
ioterbedd.4 sbale," conglo •• rate, sandatone and coal. Tbe 
ooal measure. strike northerlY to north-easterly and dlp 
we.t at alaout 30 degre.s. 

Tha prinoipal seam, here referred to as tbe 
Ashford eeam range. 1n tbloltness trom 1;4 to 38 teet at the 
point. drilleel, and ls thina10g to the south. Tbe baae at 
thi. 8". 11 •• about 80 teet or le •• abaTe the 'base of tbe . 
Per.i.a 'bec1a. IlalV ..aller sea. occur laat are ot DO ecoD­
ODd. i.portanoe .,ltb tbe possible exception ot a aeam .bout 
4 teet thlok, referred to .a the BoD8ha. a ••• , about 132-
170 teet alaove tbe Ashtord Seam. 

Oa tbe w •• t tbe ooal _.aaur •• ar. 'bounded by 
sranit. whleb ls taulted agalnst tbe Permian formation by an 
oyertbrust tro. the ••• t. Tbe taUlt has taken plaoe olose to 

the orlglnal granl te-Carbonlterous ('Itt": ~aot wl th the r8sul t 
that in plaoe. a narrow selyage at C8.l'bonlterous sedillents ls 
1Dterpos.d bet •• eo the granl te and tbe Perman coal measure •• 

pTUU OF THE COAL. 

Aaal7ses at Aahford coal baYe been carr led out 
b7 the Be .. South Wales Department at Mines and the result. are 
giTen ln Appeodlx I. They show that the coal ranks 88 a low 



Tolatile bitum1nous. Most ot the core wbicb was recoTered 
and submitted tor acal¥e1e oQoafsted at durain owing to poor 
core recovery ot v1trel. and tUBalo. Ana17aes ot ooal tro. 
tbs colllery and trom No. 1 D1amond Drll1 Hole, when 00__ -
pared, show 11 ttle ditferenoe in average compos1 tlon, so it (' 
i8 apparent that an.y aelecti Tf! flotlon by core drl111ng bas ,J. 

not had alV' serlous ettect 00 tbe reaul t. of S&IIlpllng. 

DRILLING RE,SJJLTS . AND RESOURCla 

Toclats tl'fle. 111..,nd clrUl hole. bave beeD eom­
plate4 1n the posit10ns shewn on the accompanwlng plene 

Toul volume of coal oontainoo it: the Aebtord 
a ... beiween 108. 2 and 4 bore., aseaming the oontact bet •• en 
granite and PerJ:l1an to 'be vertlcal 8JIOunta to 2,300,000 tona, 
~aloalated on the basl~ of 1500 tons per v_ore-foot ot coal. 

Logs ot diamond dr1ll boles and perouss1on 
bore. sunt by a 1'ormel' lease-baldsr are g1van 1n the appeodU .• 
D18J1OQd dr11llns 1a to be continued northsl'17 trom tbe 014 
00111.ry .tor a distance at approx1mately 1i 1I11es. 

7tb December, 1949. 
CANBEky. A.e. 'I'. 

46~. . . 
(H.B. owen) 

~Q1or g,olog1.t. 
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(a) ,DIAMOND DRILLING 

(b) PERCUSSION DRILLING. 
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