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" A Reported Occurrence of Petrolemm

i on Jindare Station, :

' South West of Pine Creek, H.T. ¥
by Wﬁﬁ! Ball‘ﬁi&%a ‘

' ; A sam:gle of angpa&eﬁ mmeral Qil from é'inéam ﬁta‘kion
. was reeaived'by ths‘Barssu in Mareh @f thia year* Eha place , ;
 ;£3@& ﬁhieh thia 0il vas. 6&1& to hava baen collected was

”l reeently examinsd, but no sign af o&l cwnld be seen there at
"jtha time ef inspeetien. ‘ “v “ |

| Beeaying’vegetatisn was foanﬁ to be thﬁ sear@e of en

oily film and dark eeam flaating on stagnant p@gls in stray

Creek, near the statian homesteads | |

, At vmbawirra @orge, sbout §.mil&a north»east of Jin&are
v:hamesteaﬁ, where farther ail“ wes aaid to oecur, there was

'evan less evidence or oil than invthe stagnanﬂ paels,\becauae

& fair stream of water gaa'flawing.znere., ﬁhs,r@eks in the
xaargé are é&g@stcne éaépmﬂﬁa@eonsvéiiﬁétene«whiehlmay'be of
eambrian or 1s£e'?re~8ambrian age. ?hey centain foeailizeﬁ

| traeka of animale which ara not ﬁiagnostie as to the aga af

the rockes . . .. ‘ |
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J‘m&am Statian‘ m ,reached by taming mgm; rm toa
bush track from the Barwin«-Alice $pring road at a point 15.3"
mnes south o:[‘ Pme G‘reek aﬂﬂ eant muing for 33 miles along,

T this traek. Thse hamestead is sitnateﬁ within 8 few kmnﬁred' .
yarﬁs of Stray Cmek:. - Lot o

| - In Barch ef this year ﬁr. A.E. anker, 02‘ deam,

_ farwardeé to eanberra a small battle eantaining wa%:er anﬂ |
yellrawish, oily snbstance which had fTormed a coa%ing on the;
mside of the battls. memseapic examinaﬁfm of part of
the coating pmmﬁ the presence Df glabules of oil aﬁd a:v’.so f~ .
revaaleﬁ Deam.td algae,.. It seemed pmbable that the oil had : i
been derived. :Emm the. éecamposition of algee er other : k
recently dead plzmts. However, as the leeauty from Wmch )
the sample was tak:en lies withm & belt of Gambrian limestone
(Noakes, -‘191&8).- 1t was pe«@sihla tha% the oil had its -origin .
in this rock, especially as the writer hed found’ traces of .

011 in East Flinders Range (S.A.) Cenbrian limestone containing
| remains of the brachiopod Obolella wirrealpensis, the |
trilobite Bedlichis and alga @irvenella (Mawson, 1939).

B @irvanells also ocours in the Cambrian limestons of the
Rorthern Territory (Noakes, 1948). . -

' - While recently engaged in field wark in the Hox'them
i‘e‘ﬁitory, Er, C.J, Sulliven :ana the writer examined the



. wes made en ‘the 29tn a'une of this year. L T

-

Mt:alities where ail was said tu ecenr. The examinatian

. =

-~ -

FIELB GBSER’VATIGRS AmJ
e @EﬂmGIGAL noma. : _
We were first taken ta a small gully between the'

'_homestead and Stray (’:reek. It waa from hez'e that the sample

B}

A -sent té {}an‘berra was saié tc uave bem collecta&. “Ho si,gn
of oil eauld be Beea, ‘mt m'. Rawkar said that water* and
, fail were saeping oat of the grmmd there durmg the wet -

'ﬁaeaaon. R

!?{r. Hawkar 'Bhen stated that there was. eviﬁance of 011

in mmy places- along Stray Greek, and . 80 & stagnant pool
‘{n the creek neamy was examinea. fi‘his carrieﬁ an oily film
"anc?t dark g:etey ecma Whieh were sald- 1;0 be similar te the .
. ' material previeaaly eent far examinatwn but ware, in fact, _;' .'

. much darker. “I’here was little \doubt that the film and seum

were dariveé fmm decaying vegetation, particularly leaves

- shed fmm paz:aazms palms gmwing near ‘the edga of the pool.
-Palm leavea from the bottom of the pa@l were coated with |

dark grey seum also,

; .

- Ve were then taken to a ylaee on Stray cmek lmown

- as Umbawirra Qerge, wmch is about 5 miles north-east of

the hamestead to reaeh this point we drove 3.8 miles along
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- .the direct tmek £rom Jindare to Pin—e Greek and then walked
."about 15 miles east-north-east. 01l was said to be floating
cn ‘the water :1n the Gorge ami was ttmught to have en

underground suaree. The water was -:f.‘atmd 'ta be i‘lwmg,' a8

| the pools were fed bfy laeal sm*:ings, 80 there was even

' less eviaence of o1l then in the stagnant pool, for an eily
- film was. naticeable enly in isolat&d plaees on the stagnaat '

eages of the pools~ it, too, was andoubtedly attribatafble

. %o ﬁecaying vegetable ma%er.

e ; Em boulﬁers of limestme | were noted m meawirra
@erge. he 1acal mcks are ”bmvmish re@ san&stene and
a8 6 ineh bsmd a:f red, micaeeous siltsﬁwe» Tneee heas di.p
south-west at an angle of abeat 10 ﬂegmes {see Fig.‘!) and -
probably zmﬁerlie the ﬂambrian ﬂ.imestane, whose zaresence in
‘the neighbourhood is ‘atteated; by -repwts of ainkholes on
dindare Station. B‘q%h the sandstone and thé“ sﬁiitatdm eontain
elay'galljs.’ i‘he sands%éneis‘ripplwﬁa?ke& in ylgées, and at
least én_e layer of the siltstone shbw-s "walle-prese'ivve& ‘
miécracka. (see Pig.2)., Some undescribed fossil irmeks oscur
. in the siltstoné léyep.;,' but 'they fd‘e' not '-‘:ind_ic%ate: any
particular age :f‘,o'.i‘.; the beds, which 'm thoughi: to be either
late} Pre-Cambrian. or Cembrian formetions. |

From. the ostensibly exclusive preaénea of sandstone
baulders in Stray Creek at iimhawirm Gorge and f:mm a report
by Hr, Bawker that no limestone 1s ta ‘be ‘found in the hills
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n tha neighbourhooﬁ. It appears that aandstona etc. here
eavera an ap@reeiable area. &bcut % to 2/ 3 cf a m.ile aoath-.
,west of the Gorge siltstone outerapa in several places. -

.

_ dcmc:wsz' ‘s. . o AT
1% eﬁ@ence fxf‘ mineral oil was. fmmd on a‘indare Staﬁm.'

A
T

- ';Oily substancas seen 911 poals are attmbatable m éeeomposing

*

;.‘vegeta‘ble mattar. TS L SR

- ﬁr. ﬁawker has been asﬁ:ed to, eellect auring the next

. wet season, 88 larga a. sample as pﬂssi‘ble of oil frmn the -
seépage whebe the original aample waa ebtamea. ‘mis material
 was mmh 1igmer in ealmr ’shan eimer zwml petwleum or.

| the oily semn found on atagnant pmls in S‘l;ray ereek:’ bnt 11‘
| a sample sufﬂciently large f@z‘ analysis were tu be- collectea
its nature and made cf arigin cauld be establishea beyan& .' :
doubt, ‘ e
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