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.. ·lt$R~r!BQ, 1:9;Uk? 

. (~Ol. Serij,Ho •. 22) 

'. . 
" A Reported OecllJl'rence 0:£. PetJ,iol.ewn . 

on J1ndare StatiOn. . 
'Soath West ofPtae ChaIt, •• fl.­

b7 VI .B; J).111'l1tz.... 

A s~le or supposed mineral 011 ·from Jl1'1da~eSta't9a 

was receivedb,. the Bureau tn .Rarcll·oftllie ,eap.'Tbe place 

. trom Vfhlchtb,ls. oil vas. e~1d,~ to haveooen eolleet;ecl' waa 

" '. , recently examined. bat no slgaot'oli cotUd be seen theN' at 

. th~ time ot:'tppectlon. 
, . 

D$oa,1ng vesetat10n ~as. tou.Q,d ;0' be the souree of en 

oil, f'llin em.d dark sewn .floating on ~taSnant POqla in. stl'a, 
w' • . '. ..-

Creek, neat- the stattOn homest&ai. ' 

At Umbawlwa"1"ge, abo.ut S mll.esnorth-eaat of' J1ndatte 

.b.omested, vheX'e ftI.:rthe;r ftol1" was satti to oecur,therewas 
, . ~ ~ , 

ev~ lesse,,:tClence o~ '011 than in, the stagnant pools, beca.u.a.e . 

a "falrstre_ of wate:t- was flOwl.na t_EU.'&. !he %'aoe in the 

. Gorse are sanq,stone and mlCaeeoae S11t"stone whlchma7 be of 

Cambrian or late Pre-ee.mbr1aD, ag~.·· rae, contam fossilized .. 
tracks of' animalswhien are not . dleppst10 as to . the ese·· Of 

tile rocks. 
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, -, ~ ,Jindal'S Station is reacned.bt 'to.min.grlghton toa 

',-, bttsb. traCk:&~,the»alMf1n~Al~ce$pr~'rOad at ~po~t is.':' . )" ~ .' , ' . .. , .. ~. ~- . . . .' ~ -' "'.' .-' , . '., ..; 

.- '-'miles sou.til ofP1neCre'ak-dd 'i:i'i,nttnuln:Esfor 33 miles aloAS 

-\ -: thi $ tra~k.ft.;, :h~me~te'~4~~~<' :Sl~~t:~d w~ th1~ a '~e~ h:m41'Sd 
>; '. , • . ~ • '. ." • 

. , ' 

.rardscof stra:r,Cl!'8ek. 

forwarded to' Canberra El, sman bott'ie oon~aiaing,.'w8.ter,' dti, ,8 ',' 
. ' .. ' ~. . 

vel.lowlsn. 011y sllbetance ~h1~h"had' .tomed ;acoating 'OD 'tbe " 

inside or thebottle.,'Mlero~e~p1¢"'examiaa'iol1 Of~ ,'~it ." " 
'. .. ~ ." ~ . 

.. '.r ~.' 

the eoatctn.gp:rayed the p~esenee 'of glollales of, '011,' ani:Ia1~o :. , 

IN!vealed DeSIiltd algae •. ' It seemed probable tbat ,the 011 ,had 
, .-

beender1ved, from the decomposition' ·Ofal.gaeorother '. 
. .. L 

, . . 
recently dead plants. ftowever, as 'the loca.li ty from which 

; 

the sf.tJl'lgle was talrsn Itesw1.thln .abelt of Cambrian 11~stone 

(lloates" 1948},lt 'was possible'that the 011b.adlts~rlglD 
in this pock. esp~c1aJ.ly' as ,the writer ha'd found' 't7:'a~es of . 

oil In·· Ea,atPltnde.rs Range(S~A"fC8.mbrlan ~l:mestone ioonta1n1ng . 

remaillSof~.thebI.8ohl0P040bolelia . .!1%Taa1pen@is~ the 

trl.1ob1 te Redlich!&. andalsa Gl.rvanella (ltawson..1939). 

Qlrvanella also. occu~ 111 the Cambriail limestone '·of the 

Jtorth.em. ~e W1to~ (.oake~, 1948) •. 

"Whl1erecently engaged 1n ~le1d wo.rk .in the Jiorthem 

1'enltol':Y, Mr. C.J.~ Sul11vanand the wrlte.examln;ed the 
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. localities'whareo!l was 'said' toocicnr. "!'he examination .. 
, . 

VIas ma4~ on' 'the 29th June 'Of this Fear. 
" 
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.i 
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.' 

WIELD OBsERVATIONS' ADD' .. 

GEOLOGICAL ltOTOO ~ 
. .. " ...... -~ ~ .. 

. : "'. We *e~.t'1rst~ak6D'; toe: :amall gu.lly . between the' 
, . ':- "" ~".. . . ' ~." . ! .;:.... . 't. 

. ". -.:-- ...... a ._ :' .• 

homei3teadand . Stray Creek.· it waaf~om here that·· the sample 
.' "."". ' . 1 .1-" c _" •• 

, ."' ~: r .. ,:"'t ~, .' ~.' . 

. ' 'seAt -t.o QaJ:lberra .was $ald;,to~ve:bee;n colleotefJ.. ''Ito slgn 

. ot o11'coulabeseen,' butMr~ B~Vlk$r' sa.id· that .watep and 
'. • • - .... "r' ~ "~ 

,o1.1 were seeping oat af the ground tber-e·dur1ng tbe wet:· .' . , . ~ 

seseon •. ~ .' ~. 

~. ~. ' ~.... ,'. ':' .,., ., 

tn ~V ~la:cea' alongS~rayareektEindJ s8astagnant pool· . 

. 'til . 'the ,ci-eekn.e'Q~,J' was ',examined." ·!l'hl.ecar;Pl~d .en. oil,' film . 
. ~ 

anct dark gpeyecW1l.vrh1~h -were saldto' be slml1ar,to' t'he. 

" .~~rt~l pr~Vlolla1J': sent for exam~at.lon~but were, in. tact,' 

, mach darker. 'rhere was 11 ttle40ubt that the film and scum .. -:-. "\' , .' ," . . . 

• t 

were derived 'f"in dec.aying vegetatlon,.paMlcularly leaves 

shed from pandanus palms growing near the edge of t.he pool. 
, . . . 

Palm 'leaves trom the bottom of the pool were coated with 
,. 

dark grey sewn also • 

. We. wette th&il taken to a pla~e oit Strav Creek known 

as U:DlbaW'lrraGorgeif whicil is abou.t5m11esnorth-eastof 

the homestead ; to reach this pOint we drove J.~ miles alons 



· thi! . Cl1rec't 't~clt from JindarE; -to . r1n~C:reek and . ·then walked . 

. about' '1-! miles east-north-east.. -011 Was said. to be float lag 
· ~ . . 

on the water Inthe ,Goztge and was thought ~o have an 

utuiergrou.nd sauce ~ '1'he' wat·er ~!'onnd to' be . rlow1ng.as 

the pools werated by local' springs .• , so there was' eveD 
. " 

lese. evidence' "t '011 then·m ·the stairiant. pool. for 'an' oily 
- ~-

· filmttas nottceable ,only in: isolated places On the st8gnaat 

edges of the. pool'S;' it, too, 'l~U' andoubtedlY attributabie 
. . . 

tG de~a'lng vegetablematte:r' •. 
;." .. 

io':'boulders 'Of 11n1eatone liere noted 1n U:rnb-awlrra 

- GO:I'ge. i'b.e'local' rocks arebrownleb. red sancistol'le and 

,a61nch'bend of red.tmlea?eo~a. siltstone' •. Tfu':tse .bedS' dip 

sou.th~west at. an angle of about"1:'O deg~es(aeej,.ig,.1) and' 
.~ ! ' - '. . . . 

probably underlie tbe Oambrtt:m# ,.J.tmestone, whose presence in 

the n~1ghbou1ilOOd is attested :by'reports Of: .s.tit.kholes ,on 

J-.ndare .Stat1on. Both. the sandstone and thtf siltstone :contain 

cJ.er g!ills. .~ sandstone ls,rlppl~8~ked In places, BDd at 

least one la1er oftb.e silt·stone showswell-preserve4 

iIlttderacks. (see "18 • .2). Same 1lnd'es~rlbed fossil t.~ac·ks occur 
" . 

, tn. the siltstone layer.,' but they do not ·ind.icatean, 

partlculQ.l' age f'o!!tb.e· beds. which ere thotlght to be either 

late Pre-<lambrlan, or Oambrian f'onnatlonQ,. 

Pr.om. tbe ostensibly' exclusive pres.na& ot sandstone 
. , 

boUlders in . Strey Creek etc t1mbaw~rr8. Gorge s:M frOm a :report 
... 

by Hr. Hawker that. .no limestone :lsto bErfound in the h111s 
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'. ~. 

,.1n thenaighofln.1l'hood. It 'appear$, that sandstone ete. here: 
I,' ,. ,.J' .; • 

'~oveH, ,an apprec,~able area •. About i to 2/3 of's mil.eeoo.th-. 

V1e~1; of the Gorge a11tstoneontcrops 'in. several Placea'.! 
" ; . 

. ... ! '. 

~ .. ~ t, . 

~No.e'V1dence· of'",mineral,'o11 was 'found on Jindare station. ' 
-. : " ., - ". ~ - • '!. ; J ~ . .;' • ' • • ,.' .." .. ~.. . • 

" Oily' sabStanC9S$,een on' pooli3 are' attributablet.o. decomposlZ1g 
," - ~ I .• ~.: ~": .' ~ . .,., • - .~' ',. ••• •• ,- ...., •. . ., \ 

,. : .. ~e~~'~able',.m~tt.~~~. ~::":.: .', ' ", , ... , ., \:, 
;, 

'", ' ,ib.·.ltawker has,;been,Q$ked to collect,,:(hlr1ng the' next 
',' • > ~ _ ~ .- >, ~ 1 .' ," J ~ - '. - • • '. • • . ,. -' 

, ,W'etseas9n, ,as :large' a 'semple .~ pos,Sible of' 011 trom ,the 
v,'. •• _ .. , .' ~.' • " .' 

>seepage' where tbeo,rlg1nal .. semple. was. obta'lntlo,.' 2b1s ~tEn,·lal 

w8.s!m1eh 'lighter, ill, col0tl~ than' e:l ~hernormal' petfttleum ··oP. 

the o11,tsewn tound on stagnant· pools tn Stray Oreok.but if ". , .. . ' . . - . , 

• ..: •• v~ .,.., t - ~ ~ , • <~ 

a sample" sUf:rtele~tlY" 'large"f'o:t' analysts 'wG:r>e, to. be· 'collected ' 

t ts nmt\l;pe 'and ~d~: of' 0r1g1~'COul~be' :~~t'abl~Shed'be'YOna :'. 
. . : . . .~ :.; '-.. ": ' ~. . ~ " 

doubt. ' 

southport, Queensland. 

3m August, 1949. 
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