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Between 1885 and 1947, 10,492 tons of Copper Ore nnd 876 
tons of matte ;tnd blister copper, estimated to contain· approrlmatoly 
3.600 tons of metallic coppo~,have been recordod as shipped frotn' 
the Northern Territory. 

Prior to 1920, over 70 per cont of the total production 
nas obtained from the D31y River CoPPta' lUnas; tho remaining 20 to 
30 per cent t C)ming from a numbor of tmall minos mainly in the Pino 
Cr~ek Brock s Creok Districts. ' 

Since 1920, Tli th the exception of omall parcels of ore 
obta1ndd trom pickin~S' over old dumps in tho Pino Creek District, . 
almost tho entiro output fram tho Territory has como fraQ Rodbank 
(or ~ollo80rang) near the Queensland bordor and tho Gulf ot Carpontorla 
and i'rom tho Home of Bullion nine neal: :Barrot1 Crook, north or Alice 
Spring. 

Copper is fairly widely distributed, in the northorn part 
(Jf the liorthem. Territory but deposits arc ecnerally sm!\ll and shipments 
of ore li,~itedby high tr~sport costs. It has alnqs been unprofit­
able to ship ore containing 10sa then 20 per cent copper. 

From 1904 t-o 1909 an tmSU.ccesstul ~ttempt l'Ias made to 
obviate high transport charges by operating a smelter at Daly Rivor. 
Cons1derable diffiou.+ ties l'Iere onoountered TJi th tho ravorbero.to~ 
fumacos erected and instlft1cient sulphide ore is snid to havi:J beon 
obtainable for satisfactory oper.:ltion or the plant, nhich TI.:l-S closed. 

. dom in September, 1909. 

~eproduction table a.t the end of this roport shQ\'7s, 
so far as records are a.vailable; the distribution of produotion botncSZl 
the various mines. Records arc not complete and the total production 
has. not been entiroly accounted for. The totals shom for 1685 - 1910 
are those for eXports tram the !ferrl tory. The table has been 
eomp11ed :from .Annual ROports of the Administrator of tho Northern 

::. Territory tmd. from report.sot the Aerial, Geologioal and Geopbyoioal 
S1U'VeyotNortb.em Australia.. Estimates of metoll1c content of 
orosna,1fe been made either on such informa.tion as is available, 
or upon the assumption that ores exported trom the Northern ~rr1t~ 
generally contll.1Md nbout 25 per cant copper. 

The follotting mines have producod copper: 

1. DALY RIVER (Hoss/sld 19JZ> (Ann.R<lp. 1913) 

llines in this area. werel'lOrkod. .from 1655 to 1918 for 0-

tot:...! rccol.'dcd production of 5,808 tons of oro eat1m.Gtod 
to contain about 1 ;680 tons of copper. The arade or the 
ore shipped WM generally above 28 per centi loTler gra.de 
ore was smelted. Tho lodes occur in black slates of 
the Daily Rivor stage assigned by Hoasfold to the 
t!osquito Creek serias. Tho principal lodo, the Ibly River 
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M1ne.~ns worked ovor a le~h of 200 to 250 feet and 
to a. depth o£ 100 feet. The width o£ the lode. is not 
reco-rded, but may haile been as much as 15 to 20 teet in 
tne oxidized zone. A g~ab sample obtained from the 
dump appea\."ed ~ represent the primary ore below the 
oJ?~ncuts and aSs~ed 8.28 per cent copper and a. ira.ee 
of gold. .>everalother lod~s in the arej. were worked 
to shallow depths. . 

J 2. PINE CREEK BROCK'S CREEK D-ISTBIrJrS: 
COPPERFIELD~ :4 lIILES sOUm OF PINE' CREEK (JENSEJr 1912). 

Lode 2 to 4 feet wide in Schists workod.(or m~ years •. 
Production recorded trom 1907 .. 1916, 1,358 tons or ore valued 
0. t £12, 115. 

MT. DIAMOND: 2:;m. E. of Pine Creek (Jenoen 1919.)' 

CORONET HILL ) 
L.~. D ,tVIJ ) 6 m. E. lit. Diamond (ditto). 

1fP. GAJU)INER: 3~ m .. W.N.W. ot Ut. Diamond (ditto). 

Several lod~:eo characterized by gosllnnous outorops and occurring 
in h6rn;olses associa.ted. withernnitehave been recorded in these 
localities •.. 569 tons of oro ha.ve been recorded trom 14t. Diaznonda 
526 tons Cram Mot. Dn.vis; 234 tons from Coronet HU1; 14 tons from 
Ute Gardiner, and 69 tons from Mary Riv~r. 

)J.T. SHOOBRIDGEI 9 m. 5.\7" of Bn)ck'n Creek (Jensen, Gray o.nd 
IVinters, 1916) 

A lode 1 to 3 feet wide w s workeu over a length of 300 yards trom 
1903-1910 for a. total production of 35 tensor ore exceeding 25 per 
cent of copper. 

IRON Bre;;1 mmi!: Yam Creek (Rosatel. 1937). 3 m. s .. of 
GROVE HILL •. 

26 tons ot ore 0 were shipped in 1907. The lode was a. quartz vein in 
slates ald sandstone and ct:t:rrled gel.d, silver,. copper, lelld and zino 
va.1U~~ ~ 6- .... ~ at Ho ~ .. H..., ~I;. ~ ~~ 

~ i.tT. {fflLLS. 24 m. N.N.W. qfPine Creek. . 

,~ Dunches of oopper ore were met 'Within the h!l.Il@nz wall of the tin 
mine. 23 tons of are recorded OS produced. 

GODILLA: 62 oiles S.E. ot D-u.rw1n. 
11 tons ot ore va.lued at £90 produoed in 1907. 

nUi.1 JUNGLE: 40 miles south af Darwin. 
21 f tons afore valued a.t £120 produced in 1907· 

~70I.FIL\N\ ClIUPl.· (Jensen 1919) 28 miles If .. 3.1f. ot Pine Creek .. 
A lens of ore with ma~imum width 16 feet nd length 40 feet 
and carr,yingwoltram and copper values wa~ worked at a. depth 
of 80 feet in the Burns \fuU'ram Mine. The mine consists of 
parallel lodes in mica, tuo.rt2Y schist near a. granite stock. 
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GU.C"B C~l.2:rx, 6 miles N.E., of Ter!llba. tinfield and 40 
miles north of ~anboy.· 

40 tons of ore Vlere produced in 1930 from a noVl .find. Two shafts' 
of' 20 feet ;lond 25 fc<:!t respectively nerc sunk on one foot and 6 
inches of good ore respectively und the lode worked between them. 

3. KIi..GOUR C!lliEK. (Ann.Jo .• 1910) 6 miles south of Borroloola. 

Allode vms. rospected durina 1916-17 and 10 tons of 60 per cent ore 
raised end shipped. 

11£ 13 '.NK (.:OLLOCOn:JtG) (Jensen 1940). 50 miles OJuth of 
Gulf of Carpentaria end 14 miles west of' Queensland border. 

The ReJbank loden nrc :JI:lt'1l and irrcgular and occur in low-dipping 
tuffaceous quartzite gr~inl! into tuff an ~ :.J.Gglomcrate and trachyryolite 
of· possible Cambrian a ..... o. ':i.'he.y have b:·en \'lorkcd since 1916 to . 
shallo\? depth (76 fe.:t maximum) or~.in open cuts for a total yroduotion 
of 882 tons ot ore of t..n tlVerllo"e c,xadc of 33 per cent copper. lJ..'he 
remoteneou of the loc~ity ~d the difficulty of shippincr the oro 
h& ... been one vf the '--'TO ,0':; t difficul tic...; nd only the hiGhest 
era:e ore cou d be ~Jrofit..lbly marketed. J:1he 'ore is sentoy rood to 
14aJ3ac.e Inlet thence by s~l vessel to Kurumba i7here it is 
transhipped and Gont to Caims. F.rom Caims 1t hao ;Joen desp::...tched 
ei ther to the Chillu...,"'Oe or to the Port lCcmbla smelters. 

5. H01.Z!! OF BULLION :.LT:: (Hossfeld 1937c) 22 tlilesby 
road Rot of Barrow Crt-ek; 200 miles by rond north . _ _ ___ 

.. of Alice Sprines. ~.~ L".~ ,;,.Ji... ~ 
. 4~~~~-'-

This mine ha.s been the main source of copper in the Northern Terr-
itory since 1943. The deposits conoist of/Uuo.ntitieo of 6'Old, silver 
and leud. The main lode has a Gurface .lenu~h of 550 feet and v~~es 
irregularly in width from tl mere. str1ncrer to a rnaximu, of 20 feet. 
Its averace surface width 1s 8 feet. The lodes occur in schists and 
amphiboli tea of the Arunto. complex;.. vlhich have been locally crumpled 
and folded. 

Totnl production to the end of 1946 (there w_s no production in 
1941) is 543 tons. . 

6. pumAcrn .iDLL. 36 miles north .)f Alice Spring. 

5f) tons of ore were produced in 1942 ~ 1943 but there 1s no 
publiShed information on the occurrence. 

1. UOUNr HARDY: (Kiek 1941) 260 miles by road north 
west of Alioe Spring. 

These deposi'to were discovered in 193' o.nd occur in highly contorted 
schists of the Arunta comple.."t. They have not been thorouehly 
prospected and th.ere has bcen no production to date. 
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