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The samples received from the bore at Bondsprings
Station for micropalaeontological examination came from the
depth of 200-250 feet. The greyish rock is composed almost
entirely of minute, sphaerical siliceous tests of radiolarisa
belonging to the group Spumellaria. These bodies are 80 nume~
erous that they probably represented a radiolarian ooze. The
rock which is being classed as a radiolarite, is regarded as
of Lower Cretaceous age.

Rocks containing numerous radiolaria occur at num-
erous localities throughout Northern Territory and North VWest
Austrelia and occur both in surface and subsurface sections,
The surfece samples which frequently have the lithology of a
porcellanite, of ten contein characteristic Lower Cretaceous
megafossils, while in the subsurface samples, the rediolaria
are associated with Lower Cretaceous species of foraminifers.

The exact relationship of the rediolarites and por-
cellanites to the formminiferal bearing beds in the Great
Artesian Basin and elsewhere to the west of that area is still
uncertain. Consequently it would be invaluable for strati-
graphical purposes if samples above the depth of 200 feet in
the Bondsprings Bore were available for micro-sxamination.

The only bore examined in the Great Artesian Basin in which
radiolaria were common was at Charlotte Waters where at the
depth of LL40-U50 feet they were associated with arenaceous
foraminifera.
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