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Pot"ent,iall.Y ccmnercial deposits of bauxlt.e the ore from 
which all JIDjp.lum 1& Prod~ are lalown 1ll all .J.a'C,U acept, 
South Auat.ralla. No w 1le OCCUl'T'8nCe8 of baux1~ !lave 
been reported in t.he Territ.ories of New Guinea cd Papua or 
the Northern Terri·tory. The moat 1nI>ortant Australian deposita 
occur in V1et,orin, Tasmania and New :30uth :ioles. 

i18cent.ly the COOYilOOwealth and 1'aamanlan GovemmarltB agreed 
to establish a plant, for t.he product.iOll of ingot alntninium as a 
i~t. enterprise of t.he t.wo Govemmantsl 18g1&18 UQD implement­

this agreement has been pasaed and the Australian Alum1n1um 
Product.ion Courn1s8ion has been fOJm8<1. 

The Commission 18 now investigat.ing bauxite deposita in 
Tasmania 1n fUrthel'tlJlee ot the explor&tory work start.ed by t.he 
state Governnant, t.he te8t.J.ng operations being superv1sed by 
'the Camnonwealt.h ~l1neral Resources ;:;urvey. 

Prior to 1941 bauxit,e was not known in 'l.'aamania but since 
t.baD mal\Y diacoverles have been reported and groupe ot dapos 1 ts 
are known at eight eeparat.e localit.ies in the eaatAm r.a.l.f ot 
the .:;;t.ate anu at. ODe place in the northwest. or t-he eight 100al­
it-le8 mentioned, only 0118 (via. Quae) has been Subjected to syat.em­
atic testing, and Ule north_stArn area has been explored by 8CC"ut 
boring wh1eh haS indicated the presence of eosrmerc1al bauxite Mar 
J&;yalla. It 18 probable that the most important of the deposita 
are those at OUSe and at Rosevalet near LaUDnatan, but, in the 
abee.noe o~ _ploratory work it .b Dot p08sible to assess the 
potentialIt.ies o~ etJ3 depoa1ta other thaD those at ouae where 
t.be testing programme 1.nd1catu the exlst.ence of about. three­
quarteH ot a mill.iaD tooa O't bauxlte. OtJier Taaman1an deposita 
~l.de thoM at Rosevale (which.111 be t-eated in the near future), 
campbell Town, SWansea, Conara aDd St. Leonarda. It wUl not be 
r;8lble t.o give the qUaDUt,i •• in each locslity UtltU the test-

is completed. 

E.xtenaive 'tAa't.1Qg by 4rlllJDg and aba:tt, .SDlcing has been 
cQDducted QI1 the pr1llcipal deposita in V1ct.oria which 11e near 
Ulrboo Nort.h and Boolarra 1Il South Gippaland. Th1a work waa 
cQDduct.ed 11'1 l.942 43 before the eatabUshment. of' the Australian 
AlumSnium Product.1oft CoamIS8iOD. SOma ot tJle 'teating 1188 done 
bJ' private companies and some b3 the Canmonwealtb aDd ;:itat.e 
Govemaante and result.ed 1D ~ or lnd1caUng over 700,000 
toDa ot bauxitA ot higher gr81e than that. at. ouae, Tasmania. 
In addit.1OD t-o those bauxite depoait.s which were test.ed, ot,here 
are mom in bOUth GlppalaDd. 

The pr1.ocipal. baux1tA aepoalts ot New South ,ialea are in 
the New LDg!am diatrlot and near BUDd8Aooll and Wiogello, aDd 
han been lnvestJ.gated by the H .. South (;818. Gove1"DJD8llt. 
E.l..ft'eD deposita in the Ne. _l.aDd diat.r1ct. iI1hich offer aome 
advantage 1A e88e of acceaa or working conditions haTe been 
auft'eyed ... do it 18 c0D81due4 t.bat reserns arDOUDting to 14 
mllllQD t-QD8 haVe been proved. The pad. 18 comparatile to that 
ot the ouee bauxltAt. Hlaervea at BundaDoon-t'ilngello amoUllt to 
over 4 mil 1iOl1 tQD8 ot relAtlvel,y low grade bauxite. other aDd 
... ller deposlts ot lower graie bauxite are knoWn in the Bungon1a­
rl1D:ieUama area and near TrUndle. 

In QJeenalaoo, bauxite occurs OIl t,be TSlbOnne Plateau 
aI¥1 haS bean reported :trom tJle Calma hinterland. Some teat,­
~ of 1.he Tamborine deposits haS been made by the l:;.'Ueensl.wX1 
GoverDDellt and 1ndicat.es only 8 small tcmnage. 

IateriUc bauxite containing up to 50 per cent. alum!"" 
OCCUN in tbe D8rllDg Ranges, '\{estem Australia. There hall 
been DO 83atamat.ic tAsting and conaequently details of reserves 
are not lcno1m. 

Cl:JlBEImA. 
9th Januart' 1946. 

(H. B. owen) 
Geologia, 
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