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Report No L5/56

o~

 Situation of Mine - At Reeﬁy,‘SG miléﬂ Noftheaat of GCue by roads

' ':Financial Position of Company gt March 31st,’ 194L -

Capital.. s ee s ee .o 20 e w e ,£u80 000 -

Dividends Paid .. ° e ee .e ve -926L 000
. Credit in Apmropriatiﬂn DV IR e 8146,5670

Investments in War Loans and Bank Fixed Deposit.. £ 54,013A

»P_gresentabives - Triton Gold Hines, N.L., Cellins House, 360 Collins
Street, Melbourne; The General Manager of the Western Mining Cor-
: poratzon in Kalgoorlie, who act as General Managers for Triton Gold
. Mines, N.L, is Hp, F.F. Espie, Gold Mines of Kalgoorlie, Kalgoarllea

:f,Maintenance Commenced - August, 19&2, ;;,;_;;,r-

,\f§¥£%%ge Amount Per Galendar Month - (August, 1942 - Septembar, 19&4)
: " o - 3 ’

" ‘Preeant Monthly Exggnditure ( de Below) - is &1, 66. L

;  sen. Bmployed on Maintenance = (h weeks ending July 10th,.. 19&5).

oupervisoL.. .., .e ~,,';I., 352 1. 8, per month.
Engln’-"el’ B X l  e® . we ,J2¢ 19 8'

WOI’Klng Shift BOSSSS.’ : qgﬁ. ‘, 39. Oo OQ W 'f“ L
Winder DI‘iVuI‘ e . 9‘ s ee 55019' 7
Pewer House Drivers ve  ee . ae’ h7.15.10. Includes Overtimcs.
.Pu‘l"}usan R Y R e X Tem S ee l"?! e 5? ..
'Fittero‘ ‘e v‘nm'fl@f op:fﬂop7‘35o10. uf B
Cageman ee oo sa . we - ew . TUs e Be Half Waoes charged ,f;
‘Braceman ee  c ee . ee c@jﬂ“pg.~1ho‘1o 8. )t0 Maintenance, - '
Cleaner or .. ;”...”.¢-:1ﬂ9§'"1h. 10 89 half to develepment.
Labourer .. Y ee pq'_,‘ ‘o q’:’ ¢w 16 2( 7 .
© 7 L Timbermen e. e 4e. ee. . ee 36410, O, per month (average)
.4 Lebourer +. " ..'[.,. B ;.v‘f..Q 29¢12:11. per month-

1 C&Ppent@r . V‘o. :o, ,cn,ﬁ{o- ‘35&150 80 I

.sq.f;.;..x';s !\)—hb{-& -

o These rates exclude Holiday Pay; Mine Workers Re;ief ﬁund
Accident insurance, etc.;‘w‘“_ AR .

Qensegﬁger Month - (Average vaember, ﬂ94& to March 1035).

’Wades... Jco-i”;o : ;;'1 ;;‘; @0 :'0- oo' ~¢;A &72u018t 90
- Puel e | ew ‘§o ' .Q’ 1¢H ee S ae  ee ' my 247‘ 9't0n
An'tGI‘LaB. R . ‘.,‘ .t‘.; 'Q'., ..\0. -.!. 1?7019' 6

©7 - Accident Ins surance e s e wa s we  Ew 50. O. 9

- Mine ”JOI'k@I“SQ Relief F'&nd. « e 0. L ee ew 2490, O,b
: Payr@ 1 Tﬂzo Tam Ceel . ee. Uiee o‘__o':':, o_; L ee  17¢‘380 ho )
‘ L{Oliday ?aye 'olﬁ - oo‘ ‘ ‘. OI.v““"".’ . “.q,’g 'Y ) ow ) 339 7Q 10& .
"”;Sundry Expensese., ,?co:fiiq“j{9< 'oq'f 'y jao . 10. 4, 91 )

’..‘ l,",r" ' - - "v S ;, o N TOTAL. £1 2000 9‘110.

This claim has been submitted on the rece ntly re v1sed ‘basise
Expenses claimed for periods prior to the above included monthly
~charges of approximately £45 for Fire Insurance, 535.8 O. Por Super-
annuatien, and 5110 far Adminiatratian. e .
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"Usual fumber of Yen Baployed - From 260 to 340, Approximately 300 men
will be reguired o resume full scale Operations. '

"‘Ore Reserves - The total ore veserves at present are estimated at
206,000 tons, avewaglnN 7.0 dwis, ol gold per ton, of which 173,000 - -
tons avereging 7,1 dwis, can be extracted.

e In a2ddition prospeeting work ig being cafﬂied oui in various
“v'parts of the mine, and there are posoible reserves of near surlface :
ore in the South Emu Sectlon, 1,500" south of the main nine.

' To re-open the mine the company estimates that i1t will cost
: approxﬁmately £53,0GO for repairs and re-conditioning, and that
. £163,000 profit can be made on the exiraction of gold valued atb
£530,000 from present ore reserves, not sllowing for the repsyment of
- the £53,000 spent on reconditioningo

Average Monthly Throughggg - The',normal throughput of the plant is

10,000 tons per month. During the last year of Operauaons an average
- of 6 » 300 tons per month was treateds The re-opening progreamme con-
templatcs treating 9,000 tons per moath after nine months reconaition-
ing wor , . L . : =

- Plant - The plant, which is all apparently in good condition, consists
- of a diesel driven pover house, compressors, steel headframe, tve

+ eleectric winders, ore bins, crushing plant, belt conveyors, ball mills,
claessifiers, thickeners, agltators etc, and Oliver filters; alsgo
blacksmith's shop, tool sharpening and other workshops, change houses,
offices, 24 company houses, and 80 employees' huts. ‘

= Mine - The mine has been opened up te the ¥o. 15 level {a vertical

~ depth of 1,775'), and the main ore body has been developed Lo the

< lowest limlt of payable ore, The main lode averages 12 to L4 feet

.. wide, and has a maximum stopable length of 860 feet,. The ionnage

N amcunts to 605,128 tons of an average grade of 7.03 dwts. gold per ton
".for a return of 191,712 ounces of gold, equlvalent to a recovery, of
6434 dwts. gold per ton, , _ 4

- During the last 1° months® worL, 75,742 tons were nined for
 a return of 21,495 ounces, a recovery of 5.7 qug. of gold per tone

x The lode material itself is ;a1W1y clia, although it tends .
R to break in horizontal slabs in places of con81dcrable size, but the
- walls of the lode, which consist of .epidioriie schistfor 30 feet on )
“either side, behave in a most . remarkable manner., _The schist rock is .
. very sheared and crushed and as goon as the lode is opened up, the
- wallg, for as much as 15 feet on elther side of the lode, tend to erack
o and bulge and swell, éxerting iLremendous prbsoure on the workings and _
;- ~on the mine timbering, which has o be coastqﬁt?J picked up snd renewed,
"+ Both backs and floors of the workings are subject o tilting and the
‘mine rails may be raised in places as moch as a Pfoot by diffewential -
pressure, - This condition‘is wWorse oa_the_lawef than on the upper
. levels, The character of the walls of the Triton lcde 1s unigu
iprobably throughout Australia, and presents a malntenamce pronlem which
,is unparalleled in any other minee~ )

L ~ In order to keep open the drives neeesoary for working the
- mine, ths I ellowing lengths of level have to be kept in repair =

jﬁg. 3 Level 500. feet.

Ll 500 . Y _ R
SR ", 720" W.,. _—
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The mine makes 100 Ooo_gallons'of water every 24 hours.
Thig is _pumped in four staaes, from No. 12 to No. 9 level, from Fos, 9
to No, 6, from Nos 6 to Wo, 3, and from Fo. 3 to the surfasce, Pumping
is continuous 7 to 8 hours per day, seven days a weeks _ :

Rcaulrements for Essential Maintensnce ~ The miné has to be kept un-
watered, as the errect of ieveing Lhe water rise, considering the
character of the walls of the lode, would be disastrous. HMoreover, it
is necessary to keep the levels onen in order to be gble to carry, out
the neceasary malnienance work._ ~

The work being done on repalring the levels and replacing
the timber is being kept to o minimum, as it is found that new timber
put in may have toc be replaced asgain within a ysar or so. uonseguenﬁly
‘the broken caps arve often supmortea with toms in the centrs of the
drive instead of being replaced end temporary repairs effecmed,
sufficient to keep the Arive open until such time as the mine is reudy
- te re-cpen, and the levels can be put into working order,

The pumps and the poaev units vhich ‘are in use have to be
“kept in repair, and current maintenance is done on shuft tim urs and
con surface plani, buildings and equipment.

L In addition %o the above maintenance work, which represents
‘practiec cally the minimum necessary to keep the mine open a very cxiensive
progranme of mine repalr work will be,necessary,beipre production can

‘be resumed, All the levels, eSpecially Hos. 9, 10, and 14, will have

o %o be theroughly reconditioned, and in most cases itracks will have to
©_be relald and ore passes repaxrud«as far as p0331blec e A .

= ' Before clos1nw ‘down all sLopes were cloge filled right up te
~the back, but in many cases large slabg of ore have come down on top

“ - of the ore passes, and these will have to be broken up and another

" 'bresst taken off the back of the stope, A detailed submission en
this subject has been made by the Management to the State Mines

- Departmente . , e : ' - ' 7

g A RV o ¢
~ -Deteils of Present Maintensnce Work - - . . L. .

--:One SUPErvisor - (Pcrmerly unabrgreund foreman and later zav::*':::h.0 Hine
.. Manager} in cnarge of malnﬁenamev aﬁé development worke. . . .

"One Engineer - In chargz of povaraoase, pumps, and elacar1031 work, and .
doea any. uuralng aa the laune that may‘be requlreu* e i e

One Senior Shift Bosg - Acts a% general undargroand farsman, goes N
“Tthrough ail levels and siopes and makes regular inspections %o decide
prisrisy of repalr wcwr required; lends hand on meinitenance work where

mOSt T@qulfeﬂt ; e R e e e e

Two Working Sbift Bo seg - In cbargé of'timbef'repair gangse

- One W1naeﬁibr1vcr - Full time on winaing enﬁlne, 8 nours pey éay, 7
‘:*daJs WeekKe '

."

wo Powerhouse Drivers - One on day snlft 8 Lours z day, 7 days a week,
~running engine Vo supply power Ior pumps and winder, one on afterncon
‘shift to supply power and lighte (Power is sold to the tovn at 5/-
per month per house, and to the holel at £6 per month, snd water pumped
from a drlllhole on Hcg 3 level at 2/6 per thousand gullonu)g _

S Revenue from these sources ig cred:ted to the Goamenwealth
Government Mainmenance Fundg L K

One Fitter - Repalra pumps, overhauls ‘powerhouss, equipmenb etes, His
time is allocated to mainuenance or to d6Ve10pment, accordi ng to the

work done,




L=

One Pumpman =« Full time looking afier pumps 7 daJs a weeke

"Four Timbermen - Repairing levels, These men work on contract when
-1t can be arranged. .

!
- One Labourer - Assists Timbermen, cleans drives and draine, and does
,,odd jobs about the mine and plant, :

‘One Cagemen _and one Bvaceman - Run cage and maintain supplies of timber
. to maintenance crcws and stores etce to development crews, and houl
-, mullock as required, .

?:One Gleaner ~ Attends to sanitation and cleaning up around the plants

Y

The above three men are eharged half to maintenance and half
to the Company's account for developmenta

< One Carpenter -« By arrangement with the State Government one carpenter
- 1s employed to keep in repair the cotiages of the workmen'who have
.. enlisted or have been called up, Or were forced %o leave Trivon when

. the mine closed, He also repairs the company's buildinge if available
but has not done any as yet. . . \

‘ : The position of the maintenance work in relatlon %0 th@

: 'development work being carried out by the company has been examined,
~and i% is considered that the equivalent of the sbove staff would be

- required at the mine for maintenance alone if no development work.

- were being done, The only question which arises is whether part of

- the salaries of the Supervisor and the nnglneer should be borne by

. the companys -

Recommendations - That maintenance be continued on the present basiss
it should be recognised, however, that a much heavier charge againsi
.- maintenance will be incurred before the mine can be re»npened to full
-~ production, A :
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' Date.' teomase o . Av.-. Y ".'_f._._,' Covpesae "n‘o P .i" . (C Omonwealth G@Ologist)g

\

) Date. esenee o . 9  ’ : cessasee ° w‘q,é coesw D-;_ ; XXX (State InSpGG";OP of MineS)g
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