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RCQort No, j 9lk!U29..l. 
" 

&~tu~~~qn o~ Min~ - At Reedy, 36 miles Northeast ot Cue by road~ 

/ 

• E~nanc~~osi t1o!l,. of' Cqm,gan;y: ~t Ma.rch 31 sta ' 12~ -
Capital.. •• .e •• •• •• •• 
Dividends Paid •• 9' •• •• •• 

Credit in Appropriation A/G.. •• •• 
Investments in War Loans and Bank Fixed 

• • 
• • 

•• .£480,000' 
•• ,£264,000 

£146,670 
£ 54,618 

•• • •• 
Deposit •• 

,Ee.Qresentative§ - Triton Gold lUnes, N.L., 'Pollins House, 360 Gollins 
street, Melbourne; The General Manager of the Western Mining Oor- . 
poration in Kalgoorlie, who act at:rGeneral Managers for' Tri ton Gold 

.IUnes, U .. L. is Mr. P.P. Espie, Gold ~inea of ,KalgQorlie, Aalgoi)rlie. 

,!!:,aintenance Commenced- August, 1942 •.. ' ...... <.' 

~.v~raru! Amount Per Calendar Month - (August, 1942 -
, £1 ,.1.59~ 

September, 1944) 

" 

Eresent'Monthl;y Ex:genditure (See Belowl..~i~£1'~266., , 

.M,en . Em12~led on Maintenance' -(4 weeks :endit:lg;rulY' 10:th", 1945). 

" j. 

, 

1 S~p~rvisor.. • •. r' 
1 El1g1.nee~ • • , " •• 
3 Working Shif't Bosse~,. 
1 Winder Driver u •• 

2 Power House Drivers •• 
i PU7!lr)'man f 

1 :Fitter. 
•• 
• • 

· .. . . · ., .. 

." ',"" '£52~ 1 ~ 8~ per month. 
. ~2 1 (3'" K 'I' •• ;> _ ... II' 

'39 0 0" ,91, •• 11' •. • .. .,.,,'. ... 

~. ,.< S5.19~ .1,~ , " 
',' ' •• ' 47.1,,5~1,O. Includes overti. me) •. 
•• ..,,474/ 6., 5. ' 

'1 Gageman 
t Braceman 
1 Cleaner 

•• ., . .. 
1 Labourex> , ... 
4 Timberman ... 
1 Labo~rel', 

· .. . .. ' .. . ' ... .. -.,~ .. 
.. . ~ .... ~ 

.,,,' 35.10. 4" ., .. '''',", """' 

,'f, ." , " • Ii." 14., ",1. 8.~H, elf w:::t.ges," cuai-s. ,e, d , 
.".,' . ,.". 14, •. , 1, 8,. to Maintenance, . 
"', .. ',' ,~, 164. 1"" 8" h.alf .t()develQpment • 
" .' " ,. 1. 2. 7" " 
"., .... , 36.10. 0, per month (average). .. .. .. . .. . 

1 Carpenter .... 
· . .. . 

,t 
" • ... 29.12911. per month • 
•• '.. .35~ 15.~ 8. .. • .. t 

These ;>ates' excl~de' HolidaY Pay", f~iine INorkere' Relj.ei" r.'und, 
insurance, eta. ." ". ,.:. . 

~i9V'emi;ler, 19441i~ Ma~~h 1945). 

, Wagea~ .. • • .. .. , •.• I •• 

Fuel, ... •• .. .. , . . .. 
,stores. e." .. .. • .. •• , 

" Accident Insurance f/ .. • • 

, Mine ~vorkera" Relief Fund ... ' 
. Payroll Tax.. '... "".' ~. 
Holiday Pay.. ~ •• •• .. 
Sundry. Expenaes~.. ' .. '" ., .... 

, 

" . 
\II. •• 
',' • • 
ft ., · .. .'. ,,' ,,'. " ... ,. ' 

. ', .. · " : . .. : . " . 
',. •• 

,~ 

•• • • £724.18~ 9~ . '. .., 247. 3.10 .. 
179.19. 1':.' 

IV, . , Q", 

• • •• 50. 9. 9. 
2.10. /" 

•• ' .. 0" 

•• .. . 17.13 • 4. 
•• ." 33 • 7.10. 

10. 4", ... ... •• :> •. 

TOTAL:,. £1,266. 9.11.' 

, This olaim has' been submitted on the l'ecently revised 'basis. 
Expenses claimed. :.ror periods prior to tne' abqve' included montl"..ly 

--charges of' approximately £45 :t:orFire lnsurance,' £3.5.8 .. 0. for Super-
:a.nnuation,. and £110 for Admin:tstratiot,l., .'. ,.'" ' '. . 

. 
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·_![pul1~);rnl19..el" of' 1,~en }211ll!~.o~q - Prom 260 to 310. Approximately 300 men 
will be required to, :r;'csumo full scale opeJ?e.t1ons.' ' 

~ . 
-. J'-~€l.E~§.~~~ ...; The total ore l'6serves at present are estimated at 

:226,000 tons. averat=;ing 7.0 dwts. of" gold pel" ton, of which 173,000 
ton,s avercging 7.1 dw·/is. can be extracted. . \ , 

,. ',,' , In addition prospect~ng work is be1ng cSl-rieci out in various ,-
" '.' ,'pa.rts of the mine, and there are possible reserves ot: near ,8uri'ace 

Qre i,n the South Emu Section, 1,500' south ot:' the main mine. 

I .' . ,To ra-open, the mine the company estimates that it rs:111 cost 
.aPQrox1mately £53,000 ,for repairs ,and re-conditioning, and tllnt 

,£163,000 pro:Ci t can be made on the extraction of geld valued at , 
£530,000 from present ore reserves, no,t allowing for the repayment or 

,; ",'the £53,000 spent on reconditioning .. 

, ]l.v~rf;l.ge Monthly ThrouehPu~ - The'y normal throughput ot: the plant is 
, 10,000 tons per month. DUring the last year of ,operations un average " 

:,; . of 6,300 tons per month was tl'eated. The ~e-open1ng programme con- \ 
. ',", templates treating 9_000 tons' per month afteI* nine months recondition-
". ing work. . . , 

.•... 

:'; 'PJ~n~ - The plant, lJvhich is all apparently"1n good condition;' consists 
::: ',of a diesel driven power hr:mse, cpmp!'essors, steel headf'rame, two 
:', electric winders~ ore bins, cI'Ul!lhingplant, belt conveyors p bell mills, . 

classifiers, thickeners, agitato~s etc. and Oliver filters; also, ' 
blacksmith' a shop, tool sharpening and other workshops, change house's, 
offices, 24 compa11Y houses p emd 80 employees~ ~uts. , 

," . , ." , I' . • 

i ;. ,~ - The mine has been opened' up to the No. 15 level ('a vertical, 
;:.; :,' depth of 1,775'), and the main, ore body has been deve1Qped. to the . 
{:,:', lowest limit of payable ore., Thcmain lode -averages ,12, t9 14 feet 
i~' ':, , , Wide, and has, a maxirnum stopnble length of 860 feet., The i;on·nage 
p, "amounts to 605,128 tons of an average grade of 7.03 dwts. gold per ton 
fu; ,', for- a r-etur-n of 191,712 ounces of gold, equivalent· to a recover-yo of 
f: ' .6.34 dwts. gold per ton. , , ., ' " , 
~~:.,:. ::: ! • • .. • I. . • 

~;:::, , ,During the last' 12 months' worl~, 75, 742 ton~ were mined for 
i: ,",8, 'r-eturn ot'21 ,'495 ounces, ,a .rec,OVOW o~ 5.7 dWts., of gold per ton., 
~: ;:.,: ,',., " ,'" , ' 

tc,:, The lode material itself' 'is fairly solid, although it tends" " 
~:: :, " to break in horizontal slabs ~npleo~s .. of cons1~erable Size, but the 
~:;", '. walls of' the ~ode, which consit:?t of ,epidiopi te Elchist ror 30 feet on 
r,"i" either side, behave in a m()~~rem~rkap.le m,ann~r. ", .. ,Th~, schi~t, rock ;i.!JI,_ 
t,;, ,; .. :, very ahsEmed and. e~shed a~da~ ,ElDOn, 8S _the .. lode,is ,opened '!lP:, ,the_ .. , 
~:,::<") :walls, for as much as 15 i"eet .. on either side, ,of' the ).ode p t'end to_ ,craCk, ' 
',' " . : and bulge and swell, exerting ,tremendo:ue,pre6S,tp:~ on the workings ,B,nd 
:;;,>.... 'on the mine timbering, which has to becOt"ls~antly picked up ,end renewed. 

"Bothbacksend floor$' of. the workings are' subject to tilting and the ' 
',"',' mine rails may be raised in ,p:Laees~smuchas a ,:root'bydifferential . ' 
~,', 'pressure. ' This condi tionie worse on, the IpvV'el"l than on the upper 
'. i levels. The character· o~ the walls of the Triton lode i,s uniaue 

',probably thronghout Australia, 'and presents 'a maintenance problem which 
','1 ie unparalleled,'in anY i other mine" .. ' ~ , 

, In order to, keep open tbe drives neceasar.1 for working the 
:' mine, ,the tcJl1owil!g ,lengths of lev~l,h~ve to be kept in' repair -

'·No. ,'Level 500 teet. 
.,. ," L~" ,It 500. ff 

11 5, tt ,,' ,720'" tt, , ' , . ! 
.1 .". 6 ft '.,,' 81':')0 ' n / ' , 

;' ,) ',- . \ ) " ..... :, ! • • \.~ , 

n 7"'" 780 «. :,:.. . .: i 1/ • I 

.. 891' 720 '.tt, , .r' 
.tt . 9 -, 560 \ «'"'. 
tf 10~"" 3.#0' 9f' " 
tf .11'" jLj.o· lit' 
tv ' 1 2 tt . 280 ",. 

/ "13 u 340 It 

tt 1~·tt 340 tt 

' ... 'I, .;.."> .,,""j ,.~ii '.~,' .. '.'::' .<...:~ jJ;:·:""_,~~u...i~:..:,~~.~,~~ .. ___ .~.~<I"",,,,",.; •• >l'''''''''''''';''''''-'I-,.:~, . .-; ..... ". ..... ~_.;.,-: _-.. ..... '.-;; ............. ... 
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The mine makes 100,000 gallons 'of water e~er.1 24 hours. 
This is pumped in four stages~ from :rIo. 12 to No., 9 level, from 110 .. 9 
to No.6, from l{o,. 6 to No.3, and fJ;>om No. :; to the suri'aoe. Pumping 
is continuous 7 ,to 8 hours pex-day", eev~n days fl wee,It. 

Regu1rei~nts for ,E8sen~ial.M..~i,l'lteiJa~g! ~ The mine 'has '!Io be kept un-
watered, as the effect of let·ting, =the :watsro rise, considering the ' ~ 
characte1' of the walls of." the~ode, would be disastrous. Moreover, it ' 
is necessary to keep the levels: open in order to be able to carry: out ' 
the necessary maintenance work. <.., 

The Vlork being done on repairing ,the levels an<t replaoing, 

.. :'.' 

the timber is 'being kept to e, minimll.rn, as it .isfou..,...d that new timber 
put in may have to be replaced. again withill. ,El yc~r or so. Cou;saquently 
the, bl'~okell 'Ci:tpS are often supported ,with toms in "I;;he ce;;ntra o:E the '. ' 
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,drive instead of being .replaced and. ten1J?Ol"~1I7 .~ep'a1r,a ei"+8cted, . 
su:f"ficient, to keep the ,drive op.en until' such time as the mine is ready 
to re-open, and the levels ea~ 'be P:t.Z:t ~nt~ ,~"J,~rki,ng QI'de~ • 

• 
The pumps and the power 'unit'a w'tlioh 'are"1n· 'Me have to be 

kept in ~epair, aod current maintenance is done on shaft timbers ,and 
: en surfaoe plant, buildings and ~quipm~n1; •. ,,,,.' , . .. .. 

In addition to the above maintellanoe work,' ~hich l"epresents 
"practically the minimum necessary to, k;e~p tl~~ mine open a very Gxtensive 

p'rogra'nme of mine repair work will be ,n~ees6a~,' befO,re production can 
'be resumed. All the levals p especially Nos •. 9, 10" and 11, will have 
to be thOl,"'Qughly rocondi t1oned, and in moat 'caGes. tracks' will have to 

,be relaitl and ore passes rep~i:red:, ~a "f~~ ¢.~. ,pogH3i'P).e. ' 

" ' Before closing -down'all st6pe~" weioe"clo3~ :filled' right up to 
. the babIt, bu.t in many oases large slabf;3. or o,r~' have come dOffil on top 
.. of the ore pass,Gs, and' these will have tQ ,qe broken upend another 
Jbres.st taken' off the back of' the stope..).. detailed submission on 
this subject has been made by ~he Management to the State Mines 
Department. p. 

\ . 

: .. pe~?ila of.' Present Main~nr~nce_Work "":'~ __ d .... , 

x.' ·.·.on~ sup-e~iso,r -' (Formel"ly'undergr~rind torenllli"1 and later acting'Mine 
',: .. Manager)' in charge of m~i!Jt'e~~~e .. f?nd., ,~eY(,7~QP~en.~ wo,~~~ ... ~"H' .. _. c· '. 

~:, :.one Engine~.E ..;" In charge Of. powei~houae,l pumps~ aild' eleotr1'cal work, and 
;'.', does any,turn~ng on the ~~r~l?-e_ .:th?~.,~;,v:.;>f:L..r~ql+~~~~;t, '.' _. _ '_" _., 

, .one Sen.1or Shift Boss- Acts' as'geiie'~al "uilClergrQuQ.4 .. foremarj"gQea," . , .:: .. , 
\:~ > 'through all loyals a:qd stopes and makes reeula:r inspeotions to decide 
;~, ' priority of' repai~ work required; 'lends hnnd on 'lnaint.enance work where 

· mos't :required.' ". ' . " .' , .. " ',:,: ....... " , __ . __ ~' __ "_'_'. 

',TWO Worldng Shift Bosses ~ :In c~arg~. o~ .,t.1:¢b.e~,repai~gang~~~ 
I • 

, . 

,One Wi-g§ep Drivei" - Full time on winding eng1r.e, 8 hours per daY', 7 
days a week. . ".- .. , ..... " 

~ v· -' I 

· ,Two Pow~rhouse Driver§L,- One on. daY' shift. Shours a day, 7 dt',y'a a week, . 
,:'running engine to i supply p()wer i .... or pumps' snd winder, one on ef'teI'nOolll 
· shift to supply pOVler and'light. (povrer is sold to 'the tu1:1l;l at 5/-
per ,month, pcr house" and ,to' the hotel at £6 pel:'l month, and 'Water p1lJnped 
from a drillhole Oll No. 3 level at;2/6 per ,thoi;sand gallon&). . 

Revenue from theli3~ sources is eredited to ,the OOn'l.moPv/eolth 
· GOV6I"nment Maintenanoe ]lund. ',. ' 

" 

( , " . , ., , 
One Fi tt,er - Repair~ pumps, oveI1haulspowerhouse. eqUipment etc. His 
time is alloaated. to maintenance or to deVelopment, aocording til) the 

'work done. ' . 

.~ 1 

',,' 
, -: , 

",,:.. .',/.:.::,......:..: .. _ .. ,.!.._l·.~.,."' .. ~ _'_." __ .-OoH ._l •••..• _ .• __ "' __ .. : 
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Qqe I:1JWlE111U - Full time looking after pumps 7 days a week. 

'Pour Timbermen -,Repairing levels. 
1-(; can be-orr·enged., 

These men work on contraGt when 

, .Que La'b.oure.l' - Aes1sts Timbermen, cleans drives and draine, and does 
odd. job s ~,bout the Im.ine and plant. 

One C..§.e.gD1PD ~md one Braceman - Run cage and maintain supplies of timber. 
to maintenance crews and stores etc. to development crews, and haul 
mullock as required~' 

One Cleaner - Attend,s to sanitation and cleaning up around the plant. 

The above th~ee men are oharged half to maintenance and haIr 
to the Company's account for development. 

" 

One Carpenter - By arrangement with the State Government one carpenter 
, TS' employed to keep in repair the' cottages ot' the workmen who haYe 
; enlisted or have been ,called up, or, were forced to leave Triton when 
2: the mine closed/'j He also repairs the company· s" buildings if available 
l~ but has not done any as yet. . 
I?: 
,~,;,; 

:.~~, 
;! 
i .. ! 
:-: 

',k~ 
:1~ 
.:.:. 
.~~: 
~~: 

<" 
::~ 
'l, 

, 

",>' ; 
~ _I" 

The position of the maintenance work in relation to the 
development work being carried out by the company has been exanrlned, 
and it is consideI'ed that the eaulv.alent of the above sJGaff would be 
I"equired at the 'mine :for maintenance alone, if' no development work 
were bei'ng done. The only ql,lestion 'which arises is whether part of 
the salaries of' the Supervisor and the :bngineer should be borne by 
the companyo ' 

~!.!!ill~.!tdation~ -That maintenance be ,continued on the present basiS. 
It should be recognised" however, that' a much heavier charge against 
maintenance will be incurred before the mine can be. re .... opened to full 
production. 

, , 

Date ...... .. " " " .' ••• ",.'."'." .... " ... ~ .... " • " " e •• (0 ommonweal th G,eologi.st) ('>. 

\ 

Date. " .:. ,,' •••• " .~.\ .................... ~.~ •• *'. (St',ate Inspector of Mines)." 
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