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‘§$%¥§113¥ - At Big Bell which is 17 miles by roil and roed, ./egte -
orthwest of Cue,

'%1gggg1gl$§é;%g§§gg_§£_%gmggnx - Capital £400,000, , (The Company is
ncorporated in New YOrk, Us-./e)e In addition, £346,922 was advanced

by the holding companies. This advance has been repaid and £360,000
hes been paid in dividends, The voluation placed on the plant,
according to the Company's books, is £503,778 and on the buildings
£74,076, Stores emounting to £109,870 are held,

Representatives in fustralis - Ford Rhodes & Davies, St. George's

ouse, it, (ieorge's Terrace, Perth, J, Kruttschnitt, Mt, Iss,
Nueensland, is lansging Director, ond T, Sweet, Chief Accountant, is
in charge of the mine,

Maintenance Commenced - ilarch, 1943,

t Per Calender ! - (lioreh 1943 to September, 1944)
é§,§§§. Qgg%OSer, 19&& go §eﬁruapy. 1945) £1,311,

e ed Ma C -

IS

Chief Accountant at +00 per month,
Underground .'‘oreman at S60 per month,
Drill-shop Forcman at S4ly per month,
Jinder Driver at £40,1.8, poer month,
Powerhouse orcman at £46 per month,
ngine Drivers at £42 per month,
Fleetricinon (eclectrical foreman) at 44 per month,
Assistant £7°8,14,2, per month,

wvelder Foreman £4ly per month,

Surface Foreman {44 r month,
Jarpenter i'orcman S48 per monthe
Caretaker~Gardencr at £30 per month,
Carpenter at £33 per month,

- wb ad ob ob ok ab A\) «b «b obh b b

In eddition a painter ond an assistant and ones Jjunior are
employed by the Compony, ihe Junior is employed part-time on maine
tenance work snd an aggropriate proportion of his time is charged
against the Commonweslth maintenance account,

Expenseg for Period - (i'ebruary, 1945).

Wages,. oo .o ' ' ' ') 'Y X £6630 5e¢ 3.
Payroll Tax. o oo Y o oo ) ' 140130 7o

ire Insurence .. ee oo oe ) oe oo 6001?1 140 X
Workers' Compensation Inourancee e« oo oo 216 1l4e Uo
Aceldent Insurance o o0 ve ®0 ee e 17'1 Ve Oo
liscellansoun Insurances . oo oo oo oo Bet11e ULe

X
Motor Car Licences (4 vohicleB)e e¢ .o0 oo Pe17e¢ 1e X
Rates and Taxes (Cue District Board). .o ve 1he U4y 8¢ X
Iine orkere' Relief fundes se o6 oo s 2, 3, 6o
Siding Rental ,, .o o0 oo oe ) oo 1e 5¢ 00 X
Geraldton 0il Distributing Company . 0o oo 22¢12¢ 3¢ X
Stores (Cpare engine parts) ee  ee  ee o 54e 8. Os
Power and Cupplies (el 0il, ‘ubricating 0il,

Grease) oo 2864 Le T
Generol Supplies. oo o0 oo X o0 X 173+ 8o 36
Mministration (Audit, Publie Officer,Purchesing

Officcr, Cablecs, “ostage etC.ee 3le 154104 X
TO, Ly £1,378.12,0.




-ae

Under the recently revised schedule of expenses items
marked X would not be allowed.

‘gggfl_yamggg_gg_ggnggségggg = At full production cvbout 500 men were
employed, This was uced to 387 before shutting down, /pproxe
imately 500 men will be nceded to rcoumc operations at full scale,
which ean be achieved in 2 to 3 months, '

fF“i~5939§!9’ - 2,289,500 tons, averaging 2,93 dwise gold per ton on
anuary 1st, 1943, Oince then 23,900 tons have been mined, This
ore reserve is caleulated down to No. 6 (613°) level only, but the ore
body maintains its grade and size on that level, ond possible regerves
are very large,

%ﬁg&h&xrggggﬁggegg - The average monthly tonnagc mined was 35,000 tons,
maximum 435, tons,

‘%;%gg - *his is a mordern, well enuipped plant with a large diesel
riven powerhouse, a crushing mill and cyanide plant capeble of treat=-
ing up to 45,000 {one per month, workshops, stores and garages., The
Company has provided extensive facilities which include maneger's
residence, 7 senior staff houses, 30 married cuarters, 120 men's
houses, male and female staff quarters, doctor's residence, air-
conditioned offices, club, swimming pool, ete.

Mine -~ The ore body has becn worked by gloryholing to the limit of
open=~cut mining and by ccntre hcoding stopes below that limit, The
lowest level is 613", the lcvoel on which development hos just commenced,
and no ore has been mined between this level and the 433' level, Above
the 433' level the greater part of thc ore had been mined out,

The total production from the mine to the close of operations
in February, 1943, was 2,274,271 tons for a return of 290,496 ounces
of gold, an average recovery of 2,61 dwts, gold per ton,

Production during 1942 was 376,578 tons for 45,117 ounces of
gold, The main central portion of the ore body is obout 1,000' long
by 90' wide and there are extensions of narrow width at both ends,

The dimensions of ore body are mointained to the 613' level
and the average grede on this level is 2,9 dwts, ger ton, The mine
makes approximately 120,000 gellons of water per 24 hours, The weter
whioch is amcidic and highly corrosive is pumped 5; days a week, Host
of the water makes above the No, 4 level where it is collected in a
dam and pumged to the surface, During the weekend the dom overflows
through a 3" Arill hole to a sump on the No. 6 (613') level, from
which the water is pumped up to No., UL level on iiondey end at other
times as renquired, Another smaller pump at the bottom of the shaft,
800 feet vertical depth, is worked when necessary.

R rk t1 Muiq%ggggg% = The mine hos to be kopt de-
wvate on account of t ac y hc water, and the large amount

of expensive equipment which is installed underground, ‘The mine

drains have to be kept clear, eaopecislly after rains which wesh in mud
and fine silt from the gloryholes,. vipes, pumps, ond fittings have to
be repaired when necessary and repleced at intervals, Winding ropes
are kept oiled and greased, and shaft timber checked periodiecally, A1l
surface equipment and buildings are kcpt in good repair and moving

parts such as erushers, belt conveyors, agitetors, etec, are tumed over
occasionally to keep in working order, ihe power plant has to be
maintained ond one section is run on day shift to supply power for de-
watering, and a smaller englne on nftcrnoon shift to supply electric
power ana 1light to the community, Pipe lines on the surface from the
water supply wells, 3% miles distant heve to be patrolled ond maine
tnined, The 8" main pipe linc around the tailings dump is kept filled
with water, Repaoirs to equipment arec carried out as required, and the
motor vehicles are maintained, /‘torcs have to be obtained b, truck




from Cue twice weeoekly,

The ball-mills cnd claseifiers and other sections of the
glant have had to be scaled and painted, Ten agitetors, each 30 feet
y 18 feat, and 5 thickeners, cnch 101 feet by 14 feet, have nll been
painted, Part of the enge for this work was borne by the Company.

Further work slong thesec lines ia recuired in parts of the plant,

Igg gm%nigg - In charge of office and warehouse and in overeall
charge property; he pays the men and looks after the accounts.
¥MQmm %g%g% « In charge of dewctering and underground maine
enancey attends to shaft timber, keenn ropes oiled ond pgreased, looks
after pumping snd maintenance of pumpsz, vhich ineludes taking down the
umps and getting them out of the mine when required. Owing to the
acidity of the water the pumps heve to be thoroughly overhauled’'and
repaired about every eight monthas,
Drill-shop Foroman - Assists Underground Poremon in the nbove worke

W ~ Full=time day shift on winder, ralsing aond lowering men
and gear,

P_gggm%g?g_ﬁgm@ - In charge of powerhouse and any necessary repair
and maintenance worlk, ;180 acta as rclief engine driver,
W - ‘ne on dgy ohift to keep large engine running to
provide nower for pump:, winder, ctc, One on af'ternoon chift to keep
smalleyr engine running to provide power und lighting,

W - Maintensnce on electrical equipment and wiring and
effecting repairs and roplaceiwonts vhen neeessarys

J1 Agel - ~onists elsetrician,

man -~ Hoen any fitting, torning and welding renuired,
he Comyang's motor vehicles,

W ~ HMaintelns 3! niles of pipe lines from the wells
© the ovore ankso, and keops 8" main eround tailings pump filled
with watery attends to pipe repeirsg, and sewers,
%n%_cmg%_zm_im% - liaintoins end repoirs community houses, men's
uts, an plant buildings; also goes to Cuo twice weekly for
supplies, (there 18 ot present no troin scrvice on the branch line
from Cue to Nig Dell). .

ope Careteker and nggggg - Looks after the married quarters, the
managar s rapidence, st houses; cleans up yards of cmunmity houses
and does odd jobs about the property,

W = By arrangement with the State Government, cne carpenter
8 employed at the Rig Bell towmsite, helf a mile couth of the mine, to
maintain and repeir the unoccupied houres belonging to employees called
up, enlisted, or forced to leave "ig Nell when the mine closed,

op - (employed by Compony), At
nraviously engaged on painting of

One Pal ne _Agsigtent ol
present painting Company s aousesp
soctions of the mill enuipment,.

Qﬁ%&g - (employed by Compony)e  As8cists Aceountant in re-arranging
ware e and storesy has spent some time on maintenance jobs which

has been charged to the Commonwealth !iaintenance Fund,

The various foremen listed above are paid the seme ealary as
when the mine was operating. This means that routine worlt capable




of being carried out by tradesmen and labourers, is being done by
comparatively highly peid officers of the Company,

hile it is desirable from the Company's point of view te
retain the key men of their previous staff, it doee not seem equitable
that the Commonwealth should be charged what amounts to exorbitant
rates for maintenance work, In addition, the question arises as to
whether these men, who are skilled specialists, could not be better
employed elsewhere, However, all are married and have their homes
and fanilies at Big Bell, whereas it might be difficult for them to
£ind suiteble accommodation at another centre at which they might
be employed,

Rec d « That the samc number of men continue to be employed
on the maintenence, but that, if the Company desires to retain its
key men in maintenence jobs, the Company schould be responsibls for
po:tion of their salaries; the Commonwealth to poy the fellewing
rates:

' Accountant.. Y s P Y 50 per rmonth,
iline r'oreman P . oo ee &£50 " "
Powerhouse roreman e« «s e #40 " "
Drilleshop oreman «. +¢ oo &30 " "
Electrician, °0 'Y oo ae " "
Carpenter Foreman ., oo e 536 w 0M
Surface Foremafe. oo se  se £33 " M

The above are nett rates which are, in most cases, approx-
imately the award rates for the district, and do nov include asccident
insuranes, iiine Jjorkers' Relief, parroll tex, etc,

It 18 nlso recommended thot the Commonwealth be responsible
for registration and maintenance charges of two motor vehicles only
(at present four are in use),

Dateesosscscoscncee ooocooo-oooooqooonoboo(")m‘)ﬁwcﬁ th U‘GOIOEISt).

Datessssevssceces ......................(i‘.tate Inspector of Mines).
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