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BOTAS 6E SALT AT WZDGIBiOCILTHA,  ST^ ~'itli3TRJ&lXa 

S a l t  18 harvested from t h e  surface of Lake Cowan, 
approximately 8 miles east of Widgiemooltha, which i s  on the  Cool- 
gardie-Horseman Railway line, 52 miles south of Coolgardie. 

The l ake  is i r r egu la r  i n  shape and runs general ly 
east-west i n  the area worked, which is really a western lobe of the 
lake, w i t h  an  average w i d t h  of about a mile, and a length, amording 
t o  t h e  operatolls, of a t  l e a s t  15 m i l e a ,  T h s  main lake is very 
extensive and s t re tches  south as far as Norseman, 56 miles from 
Widgiernool t ha. 

When v i s i t e d  ( Ju ly  28th) t h e  lake was covered with 
water up t o  3 feet deep. T h i s  evaporates by about October as a 
rule leav ing  a crust of very pure salt about an inch thick,  which 
i s  soragad i n t o  heaps by mans of a motor-graderr, and ca r t ed  by l o r r y  
t o  large dxzmpar on tb southern shore of the  lake. The r a t e  of' 
harvest ing is 3,000 t o  4,000 t ons  per an~un, but uould be imreased  
almost inddLni te ly .  as the  portion worked i a  only a f ~ a c t i o n  of t h e  
salt-bearing area. ]Beneath t h e  pure salt @rus t  is  several f'eet af 
brownish impure salt, which ie suPTiciently s t rong i n  the  d ry  season 
t o  support motor t ranspor t .  Plnderneat h t h i s  again is  mud o r  s lurry .  

fn mett years harvesting oan be e a r r i e d  out if re- 
quired for eight or nine montha. The wet season, if any, is ailmost 

r invariably during the winter  months, from about June t o  Au(;;ust. 
Usually two t o  three mont ha harvest ing is s t t f f ic ient  t o  eollmt the 
years  quota, which is  governed by the amount that can be nmketed, 

At t he  t i m e  of  inspeetion there  were two dumps eon- 
t a l n i n g  respectively about 1,500 and t,2U0 tons. The  s a l t ,  which 
i s  coarsely crys ta l l ine  - t o  4 inch - is aarted by l o r r y  t o  a 
crushing plant mnsd by t h e  Syndiaate a t  Widgiemooltha. A t  
Widgiemoltha it  i s  put on t rucks  and railed t o  market, Selling 
p r i c e s  puoted b a mtrtiber of the Syndicate were crude E2 per ton, 
butcher re 62/3/  g per  ton, fins !C2/5/- per ton, f .o,r. .r;i&l;ier;tooltha. 
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