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The presence of asbestos at verious plates in Herts
Range has been reported from time to time, and, in recent months; it was
reported that the lergest of these deposits consisted of Chrysotiles A
brief examination of this deposit wao made in October, 1944, and
specimens of the asbestos then collected were spesifically identified
a8 anthophyllite.

, The deposit occurs in rough country half a mile
north from the Rex mica mine and is 140 miles by road northeast from
Alice Springs. The principal fentures of the occurrence end its
locality are shown on the accompanying plate, ~

The eresn is occupied by rooks of the Arunta Complex
which 4in the immdiate vicinity sre dominantly derk hornblende schist
with strike ronfng from sest to southeasts The schist hes been invaeded
by a wide range of intrusives, acid rocks ranging from coarse granite
pegmatite to comparatively fineegrained uniform mixtures of felspar and
guartz are commone This latter rock s well developod on the margins
of the serpentine body which conteins the anthophyllite. The antho-
phyliite is associated with a lenticular body of serpentine 500 feet
iong by an average of 60 fest wide and which s trikes southeast
concordently with the surroudding schist,

The sorthenstern boundayry of the serpentine ie not

* wolledefined pnd is partly obsoured by taluss Two nerrow veins of

asbestos, one oross-fibre and the other siip-fibre, extend/the north-
eastern edge the serpentine into the enclosing schists At other points,
the boundaries bhetwoen the serpentine and schist are sherply defined and
are not transgressed by the asbestos.

The serpentine is & dull greyegreen rock containing

Wolns of siliceous magnesite and toloj the latter is commonly mixed with

ahthophylidite.

The anthophyliite occurs mainly as slip«fibre and
masssfibre, but narrow veins of cross-fibre are commons The latter are
generslly ebout 1 inch wide and may occur within,.or at the edges of,
wider veins of mass«fibro, or independently es nerrow veins in the

_Berpentine. The slip and mass«fibre occurs in veins from ebout 6 inches
“%o 2 feot wide end probably as irreguler ‘massess There does not appeer
to be any common orientation of the veins which are remifying and

brancheds They commonly intersect sach other,

‘ The esbestos is exposed at numeéans'ﬁlacea on the
surface and in 14 shallow pite and costeans. The despest pit is about
7 feet deoep, but the others range from 1 to 3 feet in depths.

A)ll the f£ibre recovered from these pits is weak

-and brittle and there is no epparent improvement in guality at the

shallow depth so far reacheds

Anthophyllite ocours at a point about 300 yards
from the deposit described sbove and on the same line of strikes This
occurrence mey be traced back as a narrow vein towards the main body for
at leest 100 yards at which position it disappears under e wide sandy
g;iak bed. - This veln is intersected by a muscovite-bearing pegmetite
aykes

The information contained in this report has been obtained
by the Deparimant of Maticnal Deveicpment, as part of
the policy of the Ccmmonwezith Government, to assist
in the exploration and devclopment of mineral resources,
it may not be puth.h- inany {orm or usad in a company
Prospectus of i tereai witnout the permisntn in weitng
of the Director, Buiess of Mineral Resources, Geology
and Geophysics,
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~ Anthophyllite is in 1little demend in industry owing
to wenkness of the f£ibres. The consequent low vaiue of the mineral
combined with the remoteness of the locelity in which 4t occurs
renders the deposit of no commercial values

H.B., OWER
CANBERRA:,  AeCsTe
29th December, 1944
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SKETCH FPLAN OF ANTHOPHYLIITE DEPOSIT NEAR
REX MINE, HARTS RANGE, NORTHERN JERR/TORY

Sco/e /= /100
Serpentine rock with Anthophy/lite relspar- Quertz dyke rock

Q Quortz

Schrst
Ea 5 /
JJn‘ /945

s Mo Depol A
,f
- !
-7
e~ tro/
Mt Ricldock Str - A g
o Toucga Wells - =~ N T
Tremm s TN Jpotted ‘a > dnthophyliite
g , RLYII7EE
B h ~ 7i55er Mine \‘g KRex Mine
A Mt Riddloc Mo t's Ror fc A Mt Palmer

LOCALITY FLAN

4 5 Miles
1 - )

/777




