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I. INTRODUCTION.

Western Australias is the only State from which vermiculite
is produced. Occurrences are known in some of the other States and
in the Northern Territory, but the information is not sufficlently
detailed to ensble their importance to be assessed.

II. DEPOS .

W: Vermiculite has been noted 23 small flakes in granite
and pegmatite at Moommera and Moongan neer Mount Morgan.

Hew South Weles and Victoris;  Vermiculite has not been reported.

%: Vermiculite resulting from the weathering of phlogopite
n observed near Zeehan. Nothing further is known about the
occurrence except that there has not been any production and the
deposit 18 not likely to have any coumercial importance.

E!&A%ﬁ!ml Veraiculite was discovered in assocliation with
amphibole asbestos near Lyndoch, 30 miles northeast from Adelaide, in
1938. The occurrence is reported to be small and the vermiculite
mixed with unaltered mica and guertz. There has been no production.

Western Australie:

east of Ka o Little information is
anllablo oun the deposit, and reports about the quality of the product
aifrfer. It is thought this is possibly due to poor selection in the
field. Total production recorded amounts to 95 tons mined during
1939 and 1940,

(v) E alin ge I
There was & smal prodncuon of vernionlito rrom this locslity dm-ing
1943. There is no information available relating to mods of occurrens
or reserves.

foung River, Eucls ] Vermiculite was discovered towards
the end of 1939 on foung R ver, G4 miles east from Raveasthorpe.
(A report on these deposita by H.A-Ellis is published in the Annuml .
Report, Department of Mines,@W.A. for 1943, pp.60-63).

There are about twenty deposits in the locality and they are
considered the best in Western Australie,

The vermiculite occurs in a highly sheared basic igneous roek
and d:glim‘” to have been formed under desp-seated hydrothermal
aon onNs8e

Total production from Western Australis is given in the
m:ilﬁ table. There has been no production from elsewhere in

(a) Qam_ggm Vermiculite is known to occur in many widely
scattered localities in Mestern Australia, including the Fitzgerald
River near Ravensthorpe. These deposits are not of any commercial
significance but increased demand for vermiculite would encourage the
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development of some of the poor surface prospects and might result in
the discovery of further peyable deposits.

XELR BULONG MOURT PALMR |  XOUNG RIVER |  TOZAL

: Tons £A Tons £&A | Tons &A | Tons A
1939 | 30 | 250 - -1 - - | % 250
1940 65 y27 - - i 330 {109 757
941 | - - - - | 160 962 | 160 962
19}‘2 - - - - 178- h 1’07 a ) 178- h’ 10070
1%3 - - 20 60 3-'-2. 8 2,0 3620 8 2,117
9y | - - (v) -1 ou(e) - | - -

(a) Estimated. (bJ Data not availgble. (c) To end of August only.

Horthern Territory: A minersl tentatively identified as vermiculite
occurs near Barrow Creek, 180 miles north of Alice iprings. Pro-
liminary tests showed that the mineral did mot exfoliate very well.

I1I. PROCESSING IN AUJURaLIA.
Two companies have installed plunt for treatment of vermieul-
ite.

(1) Perth Modelling wopks Litd. Vermiculite from Young River is
dressed to two sizes, namely =

(a) -3+8moéh.
(b) -= 8 ¢ 40 mesh.

and exfoliated. The exfoliated product is marketed under the name
“GOld Flak:e".

fouporite nge have installed sulteble processing
equipmnt, u 3 for other materiasls more urgently
required they have not attompted to develop & market for vermiculite.
Orders are supplied as required.
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