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#ispell deposite in Pepua include those of gold,
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= metie and copper ore;
Tz gold bes Deen obtained from
23 from the copper deposits.
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‘Phe ogmividium and
mining of the alluvial gold degosiis,

IT. GOLD

wes the first mineral mined in the Ferritory and has
Inuously since 1888,
{en@ 240 tops of ore) with a value of
22,690,451 and this latter represents 83

O3a

miperal prodguciion of tbe Territory.

nove Deen wWoo

AW, s £2,2.6,353, the detalled production belng as follows:~

#irly intensive sesrch bas been mads for
aoh Deen any commercisl production.

platinum have been won during the

/

petroleun,

production to 30tk June,

®

- @oid miilon & pative : :
= \’5’6:?}.(1 e - am 856; 377 Lo 23 6‘?{}’ 60?% :
e ee =B 240 tn, I 84l ) 3369‘3:1551
e v"- :.‘.I,..\. Ox?e 7 6 e+ : 12’ 132 tn’ < 164%‘5 yg; ’

& S Haite oy G Rsh b »
' ‘ ; Aligrer Goygger% sl tm‘ £ 5"2% o
Osmiriditm wilve .o ss. 971 oBs . 24,395 2it, 395
; FRRLLTR i ﬁ&& G : &5 o9 ; 651 ﬁn’ ‘-g"i‘& 938 &!'9 §38

- Plesinmm  Colve .. oe  218.75 0%e . 1,89 1,895
Potel - 34246, 353

The totel production to dete

per seni. of the total

vost of the gold deposits have been slluvial ones end they
726 by individuels end parities, ihe methode employed -

being hydraniic end ground sluielng ete. #o large aerees of
- edluviel ground Deve been found and as & pesili there has not been
any hy@raulic ciulelng on a large scale or Gredging excepting small
scale altempts in the Vodds snd laXeks :

have been worsed, the princigsl
Foodlarpk {or ‘urua) Islands.
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anley reported that ihne securrence of reef gold was
lgted with decomposed porphiyzrites and diorites
impregnated and itreversed by guarts veins, themselves carrying golds
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. “Sseopdary replacement, both 1 ateral and ve “aoal, havs chenged the
couniry schists and slates intc a B0ft forwiion im certain loeal-
ities, sarrying @ workable percentage of B Pigawre veins,
asgoelated with awiferous guertz, are als sommon in the Voodlark,
@ira and Yodde goldfielda®, ; :

The Tollowing ars the proclaimed oidfieldsse
gbuiﬁiade < In the soGth-eastern division 1. including the
i 8 of Hisime, Rossel anad Sudest. f¥oclaimed 1889,

¥urus - ¥n the Sbuth-essiern division aud i;:«c:s.'ading the
island of Murua or ¥oodlark, Px-aﬁlaimsg’:}; 1398,

Girs - fn northern division. Proclaimes =808,

>N

Ellpe Bay - Inleastern ‘division.  Proclaiic 1899,
¥odds — In northern division. Proclaimed 2 0.
S AR , :
Eeveri « In .eas’;_errx‘ division. Proe:}.aimezt ST
 Lakekemu - In centrel division, Procledn: 19009,

‘Aglrolsbe ~ In ,ye:entral'div"isiom Proclaimes 1906,

1s * Fhe Loui.si%- field ireludes Misime gad other islands in the

- Lovislade Are pelago east of the sasiern eid of the island of lew

- Guinea. The greater parv of the mining loe Deen conducted on
Welime Ialand and most, if not e2ll, of flhe troduction has been from
that island. Other islends waion have beer wrospecied or perheps

- worked include Pegule (or Sudest) Island. s '

A Gold was discovered on ldelme in 1585 and ihe field was
Proclaiwed in 1889 and became the First of Toe Favuen field@s. The

. original discovery was én alluvial deposit - o HO0 men were working

An the year of ite discovery. The ereek 2 i1ts tributeries were
worked, but no reefs were founde ~ :

. The history of the eariier period ' the field is uot Rnowng
but the £ield probably remeinec an alluvial ohe wnkil 1912 or, 191k, \
Ths production im 181112 was 600 oz. and tho iotal production'of the

field 111 30th June, 1909 and 1912 PESPEGLIvel s : : ‘ <

2
Oz, &

~ To 30th June, 1909 - 19,497 = 63,961
e ‘,‘.er: f" ] 198 .. 20,497 72,161
- : Although alluvial gold continued 4 e won In relatively
small emounts, the history of the £ield becsy i one of lode mining.
.~ The total production to later periods was:-.

4
0y

amSrn e

To 30th June, 1939 - 42,575 119,030
ST Y 3596 < 138,68y psilner
® R W ooygm - o ond 295,530

e The Block 10 Wisime Gold ines, .1 ., began to operats ‘i .
191L and ceased work in 1922, It worked ti: ilasmive lode ai e ia
end the pine hecame Enown as the Hmens. Ths lode worked was :
. &pperently the oxidised Dortion of a large sulphide lode.  T% WE S
partly dus to the proposed treatment of the siiohide ore that the
lompeny seesed operations in 1922, Toe production by the Company
. is.not koown, but “Judging by the statistiss a wove, it possibly pro-
duced about 100,000 oz. of gold bulliom. ’
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en over by the Misime
:7528, its rroduction

. Prom 1925.96 beingse—
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Tons
11,10
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192596

(192627 . 12,571
1927-28 2l o B N

52951

PR

1,038

 The Company was reflceted

Ore Treated ullion .

oot ' Tons O%s
192829 - ., , 029
1929“39 ) @ = ’j :

1930-31 10,879

¥
(5
Ak A o
5 Lo 18 WY1 ¢

%
gated vllion Yalus
: O.ZO : &

4355705
A, 217
- 2,829

‘ _ ted as New Fisima Gold Mines Limitsg
and continued operatlons until 1935, produciion bei

ng as followss-

Yalve
=

2,882

B, 581

255295.7
28,992
31,820
37:521.6

193132 2s - T2
: 1932"33 e 15,038 52 590
1933-34 T = 153339
: 193’4"".35 : o0 1,’__5,5 762 :,,' ??‘l o
. 6,082

Ah7,492,2

he Ccﬁnpan#'s_‘operations were exec:dingly profitebls

TR

~ Quring, at least, 193l
In 1935 it sold oul %o

latter reised the anpual emount of ope tree ¢

tons and operated

- production being

and 1935 snd paid 90 - sp

glven helow:z—
Ore ‘treated

: @ 3 Tops :
2336557 o 22,455
1937“”38 e ‘ i ;
1938=49 . 4, 33552

1939-40

e

? cent. per anmum.
Cutiiberts HEsima Goid ine Limited snd the

‘ Qe led From 15,000 to 40,000
411) the last erailable recosd in A940-2943, its

Vaiue
£ e
15, 26l
72,031
72,768
774625
&g,0l1

e e e |
SRS 167 -
Operations were

profitable up ti1:
years &8ls0. I A oo

\

the later

Other companies conducted testing e 3
from 1929 onwards and particulerly again foon :
Gold Wines of Papua Limited was the moet fon- saus
in 1933 and carried out consideratle develon « vhgl
ing to reports, dipclosed & largs body of PEIE e
June, 1937, reserves wers LOO, 000
- ozidised ore with a value of 45/-
86/18/~ {sterling) per fins oz.
on the western fall of Nount Slsa.
anc. was &s Pollowsse - . .

o

tons inciv
{suste ) per

Ore Treeted Buliiom

o ’Fﬁi §;r,5

366,729

: 920 and probably in

Gaveloomental work

Of thesge,
It was formed

work and, accords-
O’es
38 250,000 tons of -
con with gold ath v
The operaticms dneluded the lode
Producticn begen early im 19° ?

At 30th

¥alue

Pons s
s . o - 4,089
193&”39 .op _333326 2“ 91 ;

=
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; - Production ceased due to a. deoreacs in grade ang the
uprofitable results. It is reported th - Arthough prospeciihg

was carried on until February, 1940, it 4 1 nct Aissicss any guentity
of profitable ore. : i e :

, ~ In 1940-41, it was reported tha' 1is Gordon's M sine :
Sompany was getting plant apd also that slvicing was being eondusiad
on Sudest Islapnd. ; .

St Actinre operatlons were, therefor . in drogress in this
field up 1ill the latest available Teport. and. probably were conduste.
80 by Cuthbert s Iislme until affectsd by e proximity of wer, it
is understood that other Prospecting operat ons were giving Tovourm
gvle results. P 2 : ;

2, The Imruz field includes Murua or ool ok Island, 200 miles

norih-east from the eastern extremity of + £ 9. and of Few Gulnes,

Gold was discovered in 1895, & @'z 7 Lieh ‘Bres of alluviel
ground yielding 500 O%a, 804 the Fleld was ;. oelsimed in. the same
yvear, Reefs were subsequently Giscovered = 3 Produetion from this
Souree commnenced in 190102,  sbout 0,00t ¢z of alluvial =o0ld wer:
obtained before resf mining begar. o \

Jn 1908-06, there were three W rdr cantbes o Eulumadens,
Busai and Karavaioun, Five compenies wope - ting in that year snd
broduced 3,919 oz, from erushing ang CYTLiting. i additiom,1,608
0Z. of alluvial z0ld were ohtained, £

Total produetion up to Gifrfevent Doriods is given below:-

g g
To 30th J‘lme: 1909‘ - i 12241 425 2 OL8
T P e L 1ssay e
S »s 183,87 676,449
e w aead so 2D, T 633,705
% n " A5 54 Loal 205, L0 112,956

: This tableg shows a decreasing ava St dnaal produciion
from, approximately 9,000 t0 1,300 oz. ,

e The most imvoptant compiny was the Ralvmadesu cold ‘Mining
Companyy which worked from 1903 ti1l 4922, bul somplete records of
rodustion are not available. The H.odlerlh tusen Proprietary i
Comprany worked r7m 1901 to 1907 Saversl oiher but smaller
Comranies 2180 opsrated from 1904 ‘ :

-/ Weny eompenies, syndicates end oev i g worked after 19€3,
but a1]. appe/ared short-lived and production 4 szall. , The Woodlarl
#ing Gold ¥ining Company Limited was apparci.l one of the mosk
successful and operated from 190k until 1928 = e o

Juring 103U=-35 and 1935-36, a sespsi i 33 made for dredging
&rens, Uut withous resulbs : :

¥rem 193334 to 1938-39, the sand sno siimes dumps £ rom
rrevious battery cperations, and not already o anided, were invea’
igated and cyanided for their gold content. ‘e only production
flgures are 1,279 oz, from 8,25 tons from the Woodlark King duEnpss
and 317 o0z. from 13,619 tons from Busai CUII 8 :

- To information is recorded since 1957 B9, It would appess
¢haet, the alluvial deposits have been depleted : 1¢ that the profitable
par ts of the known ipndes and reefs have been e ‘rastsd. :
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Sas gy Ths gira goldfield iﬁ situated on the headwacers of tho Gire -

~ River whieh.?Iaws north-easterly into the Pacifiec Ocean, 20 miliss

. south-east from Morobe. ‘The upper part of i« fleld was known as
the Aikors. 411 the gold obtained was from g’“uvial deposiis. bk
no detailed ipformetion is avallables

: The total proﬁuﬂtion to 30th J&ne,-;jﬁlz is 6??680 07
vvalued at £255,113.  Except for 191 oz. in 1971-32, there has Deen

later pecorded production. The greater it of the abovs pro-
duftion occcurred before June, 1909, to ghien cate it wes %m,»h2 OB
Prom its proclamation in 1898, the average aniiei rate of production
was a@proxima%ely 6,000 0%, = thie agreges ®iih ths only availeuls
figura 9?103 to~19093 vize 6,000 0z, in lQD;*ﬁ g

t

:  fhe earliier history is not avazlawlu byt cince 1925~26
the field has been worked by & few individasis  Two companiss
The Gira River Sluicing Company in 1926-27 aud ihe Alkcera Gold
Sluicing Syndiecate in 1929-31 - attenpted b@'& wiie sluilcing oper-
ations but with 1itile suecsess.,  Dredging oif uis aere taken up in

1925-26, 1929-30 and 1931-32. The Gira Rive w23 tested by scoul
dr*lling in 1932-35 with unsucecessful resulbs. ut the plant could
not reacheiiic bedrock and the resulis . are, b oftre, not conclusive.
Purtbher testing for dredging was done in 1935 O, Dut progress
results daid not disclosa an:’grmat valuste :

Judging by pPOducuiOﬂ £32% nms, th@ gliuvial grouna Jor
woyking by individuels wovld appear Lo Ue more o less depletols ..
During recen: years only one or two men sppesy to have Dbeen woriing.
Some teSulag has been conducted in the searcb Qr dredsing 23005,

. but was not sueceessiule . : \

§

B, The uilna 'Eég £1ie1@ is situated around he head of Hilne Bay
&nd Hnllen 3 ur at the easueﬂn énd of tfa Ieland of ¥ew Guince.

’ Its eariy history is not afazﬁablv“ cut its production 'or
-1905ﬁ06 was stated to be 1,000 0z., ana in 1 3¢ 1t wag reported Lo
be dscllniéga Its total estimated produeti o i Till 1508-09 was
13,612 o5, and to 1925-26 was 1l, 230 0%, S0 oh % 1ithle production
Beok place during that pericd. There sas\n' ‘raéwﬁsimn between ;
2 1985-26 and. 1930«3Ae Apperently the gold wis cbtained from alluvial
deposits. =

; Z alighr revival ccevrred in 133L~ﬁl an; Later years and
aﬁtgnmtu wers made to work reefs, dredging and glluvisl areas. £
treatment dlant was erected on ope lease by 1932-33 and crushing wos
reported t0 be commencings Fowever,; in 193k~ gﬁﬁ thr Semeral Gold

Beveiapmana Gompenys Hale, tran&ferreé its 1H*r“6 ut the opc“ﬂologa
were not sufifieciently sueccessTule. In 1937-53. Fe Juﬁa and Louiss
mines were operating end the trectment plart 2 the latter at Ourg

179 zj

: o
(X

Oura was rs-owganised.  Three miues wers Cp & op & smell SCEIS
in 1938-39, but there is no later reccerd of o ing although such

- have conbinued. The only recorded §r66‘¢'16ﬁ<ﬁﬂriﬂg the above
period was for 1938--3%. - oaeny ; At

U 0

: Oﬂu Ore Treate Builion  ¥alus
5 : : Tons 7 Oy &
Rough Ridge Mine .. 1,301 771 6,268
Funo & Jumbo ¥ . o 110 - 552

: Taeing the same perioé, alluvial miu ng was contlnued,
particularly‘by naﬁives, but the praductior wes not recorded.

it It would &ppear that the glluvial deposits have been mozﬁ-
cr iess deyleted and that the reefs tested bars not ylelded suffic-
ieat guentities of ore io meke. successful. mins ie :
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il ,TheQYodda,gcldfféléfﬁs ituated nean = Yodda River to the -
north-east of Port Mbresby?.»-mﬁgfgrdclaimed\figlﬁ,in@ludes a large
tract of countiry beiween the Owen Stanley Rer 5 and the north-east
_aoast, ey S : : e :

'The field was worked for its alluvi.! deposits and the
greater part of the production was obtained :» the earlier ysars. !
The detailed history is not knownm, but up tii. 1°08-09 the produstiocn
was 68,240 oz. with a value of £255,450, the o-oduction for 1905-06
being given as 6,000 0%.. At the 30th Juns, 1331, the production
- was 76,832 0z., valued at £287,128, The 2ats o production hod,
therefore, been considerably reduced and it Wo:ld appear that the

- easlily worked deposits were becoming depleted.  From 1925-26 upti
1934--35 the field was almost deserted and the ~roduction neglicibles

In 193%32-33, boring operations weeé airried out on possible
dredging areas and in 1934 the Yodda Goldfis!d: iimited Compe

any: was
formeéd to work ground on the Upper Mawbare Biv v, The plant was
tronsported to the field by air and production tegan in 1934-35.
The Company apparently worked continuously £ 1940-43. Complete
records of production are not available, bit = = following indieate
the scope of operations:- : ‘ <

Gold lue
> Oz, S0
1937“’38 ¢ e = “ ? 3 4}30 >
1938~39 4. ,29¢ & m,0h7
1939-40 .. 1,498 2,053
Toho-b3 = .. 865 6,925

L A dividend was paid in 1938-39.  ‘"as Company bored the
ground (probably in 1938) with the following risults:—

~ Amount Value per C.Yd. Total Value
76,100 c.yds. e 215,220
135) 000 "R 2/-*-* S 4 :3159 500
20,000 (. 2/6 ‘ 22,500
- ASR000 " o e : £26,600
L En T e TR 57,820

 During 1938-39, the amount treated wis 34,766 cubie yard
so that the above reserves represented 10 rsars of working. Houev.
in 1940-41 the Manager reported "that, although valuss won during “bs
year were falr there are indications that %the (old is petering out”
and "if no further payable ground is found, i prospect for 1941-42
is anything but bright®. e S

il Although.the‘Cah@any held dredginz e aims, it is not known
if the operations were those of dredging. il Aty case, the Company
apparently changed to siuieing operations 1 1 37, _

It is reported that a second compa 'y - the Yodda Prospsct-
ing Syrdicate - was working in 1940-41. [t roduction was L25 o7,
valued at £3,600. / G

‘©s The Keveri field is situated near Mownit Suckling on the mai
n—-.—-—-—‘ = % = o = % ; 2
range and about 100 miles east from Port Moreshy.  Access wes gai =@
from Cloudy Bay on the south coast,

: The field was proclaimed in 1904 and by 1908-09 the pro-
duction was 3,770 0Z., and by 1925-26 was lt,770 0z There has not
been any recorded production siree the latser - ate. A small amount
of prospecting and mining was possibly carriel ocuh after 1930-31, and
1nt153ua35 & possible dredging area was Yested bus the results are
not known. : :
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o It wpum. appear that t‘ze alluviel devusits were of small
extcnt and guickly vmrked outle ; e ‘

e e _L&kekamu f‘ield is situsted in the .or reaches of the
Lekekamu River and its tributaries pear the = Z=sp of Papua and asboub
130 miles northenorth-west of Port Woresby.  was proelaimed in

71909 and its area exftended in 1931.

As in o‘bmr-fields, the greater ;;;a::‘? ¢f the production came
from the first few years' working. In 19130, 6,500 08 Wt T
produced and the total to that per‘i o& wasg 17,5 zj‘) O%s Phe totals to
later pemods were -

: Qo G
; : O 1918‘="19 e 3“», 892 :’(,‘ » 952

192526 .. 37170 .82
1930-31  +s = B7,LE5 ¢
Although there was aonly a small pre  -hion after 1925-26,
prospecting and testing operations were @o:i’ 7 aouiveted. - Several
reef's were #iacovered in 1930-31, but any de ovuent work must have
given unfavourable results. An 8imost coatiit ¢4s search for dredg-
ing ground was copducted. Interested comban g ineiuded Tipar Gold
Eﬁnmg C;ommn.f Limlted, Pmma Gold Smiwar“ Al c‘ f‘*weri @01@' mfedg ing:
resch the orodnctioh stage. It onevateci a w11 Bucket dredge "o_z:i
at least two ysars (1933-34 and 193!4»»35) az:ui expeeted to reagh the
dividend siege, but no informastion is availabic. DBy 1935-36, &
~aetivity decreased as testing did not appesi: give sufficiently ,
satisfzetory results.— It cannot be said, hot ver, as to wheller tie

- testing was sufficient and satlsfas._.to*ya :

; Im 1932, E.Dunstan reported that ¢ Tuiure of the figld
dependeci (032 2 .

l, Brdraulic slulcing of the g}:'avels B iously hand-~
: worked by parties and of any unwo Ko Bnrats,

2. E.:s.amlmtion of glaclal cong’ omera., % oetermins if
it is the source of the gold. ,

3 The prospecfcing and testing of ithe 3_?;;)1 er Tiviri River
for dredging areas.

Iﬂ is not knovm how far the above rorcrmendations were
cerried ou:, but it appears likely that mneh 5 arch was condueted ir
connectlon With 'bhe third one.

Yo informetion is available ai‘te:% 13 7-38 and apy operaticns
must have been om & small scale. ' LR

III. COFPHR..

The prod\mtldn has been 12,132 hoa “f ores and 15,433 v 48
Of matte and blister copper, with & value of .,.‘q_,.fi( % - Bhis vely:
 places 1‘t second on the list of n::me“al produciion.

. PRO mineral fields have 'be n workraot eimost entirely for
comaer - the Sic'ieia and the Astrobe iclidse

le The gideia field includes Sideia or B 3k Island, @& small

silie
- Island situated immediately east of the souil <astern end of the
Island of New Guires. It was proclaimed In i‘:‘» 5

A

i5, but after a short




84"1

cting with unsatisfactbry rPasuits was abandnned,

2s  The Astrolabe fieldii&,Situate@_onﬁthﬁ,Enmthern 8ide of the .~
Laloki River to Lhe east of Port Moresby, "85 1S galmed by the
Port Yoresby - Rouna ¥alls Road, the distan seing 15 to 17 miles.
Copper ore was discovered some years prior % 1906, but prospecting
- began and the field was proclaimed in the 1a  :» veap, The sxport

of copper ore began in 1906 apg comtinued wWit'l 1922, sonme 12,132
tons being exporied in that period, the gresi-ai annuel exoort beipg
2,700 tons in 1921-22,  gost Of this ore srahatly ecsme from the

Dubune mins,

‘ npany = New Guines Copper ¥Wine: limited - acquired 1 osf
of the Properties in 1922, erected = smelter ¢t Bootless Inlet ane |
continued operations watil 1925-26, The Milv2: mine was eonnected
with the spelter by 7 miles of 3L foot railvey =pd the Lalokl mine
with the railway by 3% miles of agerial ropevie ;. The Company pro-
duced 9,040 tonms of matte and alsp 261,5 Tort 7 blister copper,
Fires in “he mines, difficulties Tegarcing 1 a1t ana the low priece of
copper coniributed to the esssation of opere: - k=i :

- There was only & very smmll output -2 :s:;:-pér ore from
192728 to 1937=38.

Eendated Aluvials, H.1. ¢+ BCGLIret. ‘e shroperiiss soo
ing began ip Aprilk, 1938, Up to, end 5% ek (e By 194041, s L5 208
tons of mette were oxported. The total of +i: 939-L0 ang 19L 0~k
Production was 925 tons and it coptsineg &3 21 %ons of copper, L. ls
0%, of gold and 16,521 oz. of Silver, with er sstimated total valr -
of £62,080, Ore treated up to the end @f 1940 sonsisted of 1h,1° 3
tons from the Sapphire -~ MNoresby Eing and U, 29 tons from the Lalci:tk
mine, : ; :

| During 1941, the PO8sibllity of ini- Bsing produetion wes
eonslidered by the Sommonwealth Copper and pPs. o Conmmittes, However,
the Pacific position brevented eny agtion bei : taken ana there hss
Rot been sny minipg ang smelting since 1943, ,
* Thz ore deposits gre lenticular boci o of dense pyriltic opve
(pvrite, Pyrrhotite ang marcasite ) with chelos ivite ag the primepy
. Copper mineral ang small amounts of galenas a Srhalsrite, The
Laleki body is the largest, the meximum dme 28 2% the adit lev:
being L50 reas long apd 90 feet wide while the body is §Xposed ove:s
& vertieal depth of 160 feet.  OUbther hodies +ia the Sapphire -
Moresby King, Dubuna, sapphire King, Pederel sad Blags

: _Ore reserves were given by DrsH.BE.Fisher et the end of 1 15
ac follows:--

'y ‘a 34 (:‘7..? f';‘,f T =, 3 ‘“; [\l‘.":‘ %,

dmount . | Gopper ~fienE  Gold Contend

: Tons o e 0zo per Tom.

Laloki Mine oo 265,000 ' R 4el3 or Z,07
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ei’ fshe. Waz*:ie. River and at mtervala to the southpoa.st at the 1’0" low—

The headwaters of the (}ira, Yodda and Eumusi Rivers,Mungopi ©
Rivur and Milne Bay. :

- It is iwmpossible to give any idea of reserves of osmiridivan :

%n any 1tmworked goldfields, but judging by past produetion, they woul& -
o Sml o G 1':_

To deyoslts of osmiridium in the serpentine rock or alluv-—
ial depoalts with sufficient osmimdim to work solely for that
mineral have been discovered.

{ WI» PIAAT Im

: Smll guantities of native platinum have been exported -
sinee 1933-3; and the total recorded exports are 218.75 oz. with &

. valve of £1,896, . The greater part of this was exported in 1933-3l
and 193&;~=~3q and the most recently recorded yroduc tion was 5 0z, in . o

19&0"‘;&10
Available publications do not give.the fields from which

the platinum was oblained. However, the production followed &

renorted platinum boom near Hilne Bay in 1932-33 and has probably
some from the gold deposits in that field. :

The platinum would almost certainly be shed from the

_peridoti’ms and serpentines ocecurring on the south.ern side of Hilpe

B&y.

It is imposeible io glve an:y' idea of reserves in the above

type of deposit, but ;}udging by past preduction they would be very
’Emallo : i

Ho deposits of nlatmmn in the parent rock, or of alluvial
'ﬂﬁy@ait$ with sufficient platz.mnn to work for that metal alone, bave

-'been discov arad.

= ' VIil. PETROLEUM.

, Surface indications of the occurrence. of oil are common
'in many paris of New Guipeaz, and small quentities of oil bhave bgem
recovered by boring at Upoiz (Vailala River) in Papus and at m‘rmu
in the Biandeted Termtor;yo

In point of time, nrosnectlng operations for petroleum in
New @uinpez i fall ipto four divisione which overlap each other to some
extent:

1. By Cormonwealth Govermment prior to the transfer of
control to the Anglo-Persian 0il G’oaLth 1912-@19205
Expendliure:= £131,035,

2+ By Anglo=Persian 011 Coa.lté., 25 agents for Cormon~—
weallh Govermment, 1920-dune ,1925o Expenditure - 3

Fe B‘;, private companies from July,1923 onwards. Amount
expe.\ﬂded unknown, but very gz-eata

s, Second expedition as under (2), 1927-1929.




S A i2,  In 1936 the sonditions under which
.+ prospseting for petroleum could be done in Papua
- and Jew Guinea were made more liberal. 4Asa
result prospecting activities greatly inercased.
The principal companles engaged have been the :
: - Auvstralesian Petroleum Company, Island Exploration
A Compayy, Papuan 01l Development Limited. Smalier
-, ecompanies include 01l Search Lid. {interests later
R taken over by Australasian Petroleum Compeny),
. Oriomoc Oil Company, Papuan Apinaipi Petroleum
- Gompany Limited. :

Vi s \
The Sustralasian Peiroleum Company, the Islend Bxploration
Company and the Papuan 0il Dévelopment Limited (especially the
former) have made very extensive detailed geological surveys, based
on air photographs. They have also dopne some geophysical work and
scoub drilling in Papus. Beveral of the conceseions held by these
corpaples heve been abandoned efter geological examinations

&5 & result of its investigations the Australasien Petrol-—

stzn Company selected & site for a deep test at Kariavae on the :
Vallala River, When drilling operetions eeased on 10th Janusry,
1942, this well had@ reached a depth of 5,117 feet. Some smell gas
showings were cbtained in this well but the resulis generally eare
constdered rather discouraging. :

; - This Company is reported to have expended more tham
£1,000,000. e :

: Three wells designed as tests have been arilled at Oispu
by the Pepuan Spineipi Peircleum Company. The Tirst was located
~ too far off the axis of the structure and drilling was suspended ad
& depth of 2,769 fest,. The second was located at the soubthern end
~ Of the strusture and was sbandoped in volcanie rocks at a depth of
1,8L4 feet. The third test was located on lowsal elosure on an

antislinal axis at the north end. of the siructure. When operations

cemsed at Oispu on the 3Flst December, 1942, this well had reached a

~ depth of 1,84 Teet and was in voleenies. It is still not known

~ Whether these volesnics are intrusives or interbedded extrusives.
- Putwre policy with regard to Grilling in this locelity largely
depends on this problem being solved. : e T

It has, o far, not been demonstrated thet there is an
ciltield anywhere in Papus or New Guines. & copsidersble amounst
of £ield work and some drilling hes been done, hut operations are

still in the prospecting stage.

VIII, GOAL.

SEi : The eo&ib seamws of Papua are fescribed by E.R.Stanley as
- Pollowse— e :
g “"Seams of eoal oceur in the Tertiary formations of the
Gull, Deliz, and Vorth-Besterp Divisiops. They are lignitiec in
character, are associated with the petroleus beds, and contaim wup

to 24 per eceni. of moisture. Mapy of the seams attain a ressomsble
thickoess., but are situated in the remots hinterlapd, thus remdering

it impossible to be even comsidered = ecmmereizlly worksble brown
eoel ., Iarge Dlocks of hard, glistenipg cosl bave been reported
from the Upper Kikori, which mey be Hesozoic, @8 vocks of that age

2re knownto exist in the area®, ’
: : ; |

. G. Reggatt.
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- MINERAL PRODUCTION ~ PAPUA -
(From 1928 based on export fisures)

Lo ﬂYEAR GO1D PLAT INUL O3LIIRIDIUL COPPIR MANGANZSE ORE

) BULLION AIDD 1T D) T 14

KATIVE GOL S—— = e

v Quantityl Value Quantity | Value Quansit Value ;guantity! Value{quantity! Quantity] Velue Quantity | Value

} 0zs. g Tons z O0z8. £ 0z8. 5 '{ Tons Tons £ Tons £

: - | 1888-1889% 3,850 14,387 - - - - - - - - - - -
1889-1890 3,470 12,440 - - - - - - - - - - -
1890-1891 2,426 8,371 - - - - - - - - - - -
1891~-1892 1,235 L,322 - - - - - - - - - - -
1892-1893 1,200 4,500 - - - - - - - - - - -
1893~-1894 1,128 3,906 - - - - - - - - - - -
1894~1895 728 2,565 - - - - - - - - - - -
1895-1896 12,840 45,000 - - - - - - - - - - -
1896-1897 20,860 73,085 - - - ~ - - - - - - -
1897-1898 15,822 56,682 - - - - - - - - - - -
1898-~1899 17,550 6L, 425 - - - - - - - - - - -
1899~1900 2,450 89,075 - - - - - - - - - - -
1900~1901 21,703 79,060 - - ~ - - - - - - - -
1901-1902 20,873 76,047 - - - - - - - - o _ _
1902-1903 24,048 87,5L5 - - - - - - - - - - -
1903~190L 23,380 8L, 930 - - - - - - - - - - -
1904~1905 | 22,729 82,736 - - - - - - - - - - -
1905-1906 24,227 87,069 - - - - - - - - ~ - -

1906-1907 16,103 58, 886 - - - - - - 137 o L,098 - -
1907-19208 § 14,557 51,024 - - - - - - 176 - 2,479 - -

- 1908-1909 14,710 51,108 - - - - - - 67 - 1,340 - -
1909-1910 16,151 60,181 - - - - - - 72 - 1,439 - -
1910-1911 18,497 68,803 - - - - - - LO3 - 12,386 - -
1911-1912 17,047 60,628 - - - - - - 594 - 9,681 - -
1912-~1913% 18,247 64,115 - - - - - - 1,235 - 16,997 - -
1913-1914 14,666 50,110 - - - - - - 1,150 - 19,733 - -
1914~1915 15,290 51,221 - - - - - - 695 - 5,606 - -
1915-1916 10,930 L3,248 - - - - - - 1,156 - 13,051 - -
1916-1917 9,678 37,988 - - - - - - 2,096 - L0,883 - -
1917-1918 12,168 33,512 - - - - - - 1,112 - 11,572 - -
1918~1919 11,769 26,0641 - - - - - - 22 - 1,613 - -
1919-1920 11; 751 21;757 - - bt - 88.5 2’930 10 - 107 - -

1 1920-~1921 13,232 18,478 - - - - 208 6,245 255 - 1,830 - -
1921-1922 52,704 58,615 - - - - 56 9591 2,700 - 13,514 - -
1922-1923 17,033 22,494 - - - - 145 2,790 - 1 1L - -
1923-1924 2,166 6,702 3 30 - - 11? 3,533 - & 120 - -
1924"1925 LH 9}4‘7 17 ? 6)—#2 1 200 - - 116 3 ? 030 - 2;063 Lil ] 6714- - -
1925~1926f = 7,746 27,134 L.l5 580 - - 50 1,500 - 11,465 201,732 - -
1926~1927 | = 8,140 26,120 6 856 - - 26 430 - 562 35,799 - -
1927-1928 2,408 7 5 240 6 820 - - 3645 550 - 16 20 - -

#11928-1929 2,287 6,767 3 137 - - 28.75 375 - - - - -
1929-1930 3,634 10,632 1.75 606 - - 28475 500 - 8.25 194 - -
1930~1931 6,923 22,40 1.25 146 - - LG.75 700 - - - - -
1931~1932 8,574 34,338 Le75 L75 - - « 75 12 - 1.5 60 - -

1932-1933 15,268 45,383 3 1,008 - - : - - - - - - -
1933-1934 19,496 45,933 7.25 1,111 96 794 - - - 2625 70 - -
1934~1935 21,732 68,922 .25 1,108 L& 318 8.5 112 - - - - -
19351936 26,199 81,034 1 751 21 171 - - - 2 10 - -
1936~-1937 334580 87,0031 28.25 4,772 8 oL 5 59 - - - - -
1937-1938 1,308 108,141} 52 + 1,597 41.25 413 305 40 - e 5 24300 - -
1938-1939 L,622 150,198 67.5 1,905 1.5 51 b 30 - 307.5 | 34,655 54 314
1939-1940 46,239 135,879 uLb6.25 3,742 - - - - - 517.75F 37,510 194.75 1,380
1940-1941 14,056%] 133,341 - - 5 ¢ 5 - - - L0725 5.999‘ Loz.25 3,240

TOTAL: 856,377 12,670,607 240.65 . }19,84% 218.75 1,896 | 971 24,3951 12,132 115,433 52,673 651 4,938
# Export figure used from 1928- #& As given in statement of exporis Ann.Rep.Territory of Papua;

ossibly misprint for Lli.056.
g As shown in stetement of axvorts; either P 7 P e 03

values or quantity incorrect.
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