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Situation 
C. . - 

These barite deposits are about three miles northeast of Bredbo, which 
is nearly 50 miles south of Canberra. The main road is followed north from 
Bredbo to a travelling stock,reserve on the east side of the road, and a bush 
track leads .easterly for 12 miles through the reserve into the next paddock, in 
which the .b&ife deposits are situated, 

Description of the deposits. 

The barite occurs in small veins up to two feet thick, striking east- 
west. The veins are not usually persistent along the strike for more than 
50 feet or so and even in that length the strike direction varies considerably, 
changes of 30 degrees or more being common. The dip is steep, generally to the 

k 1 south. The barite is coarsely crystalline and the pure mineral grinds to a 
reasonably good colour which is just off-white. In the mass, however, it is 
badly stained along fractures and in cavities, largely by limonitic material 
resulting from the oxidation of galena, though the usual brownish red ironstaining 
is also present. Patches of small crystals of unoxidised galena are plentiful. 
In some of the costeans country rock is mixed with the barite. 

The country rock is volcanic, probably Silurian in age, and the principal 
type is a porphyritic rock with a dark green g~ound mass and cleaz phenocrysts 
of quartz, referred to as dacite. At the easterly end of the deposits the 
country rock is an.irregularly layered tuff, 1200 feet south of the barite a 
little work has been done on a small deposit of limonitic iron ore, 

The veins have been opened up by a series of costeans along the strike, 
nowhere lnore than 4 feet deep, and.a small quantity of barite has evidently been 
shipped in the past, though no recent work has been done. 

The accompanying slcetch plan shows the approximate relative positions of 
b -1;he veins and their thickness as far as it could be observed, In the most southerly 

costeans (A),, little is exposed, except a 2 to 4 inch vein in one pit, striking 
70 degrees west, dipping 55 degrees to the north and containix galena. About 

L 450 feet east of this is a vein of badly iron-stained basite, (B), which is two 
feet wide for about 20 feet, and then, following a change in strike, less than 
12 inchea for a further 30 feet, where it appears to play out. At the south end 
of this vein it seems to grade into very impure material consisting of porphritic 
country rock with a few veinlets of barite throwh it. 

In the next trench (c) an 8-inch vein of barite dips south at 50-60 
degrees, The barite in the bottom of this cut was the best quality seen in the area. 

A few small costeans east of this expose very little, except the most 
northerly one (D), in trhich a 12-inch vein, ranging in strike from 65 to 95 degrees 
east and dipping vertically, is exposed, At one place it bulges to 2 feet width. 
The barite here is fairly solid, but considerably iron-stained. 



The greatest length of costean on any vein is just north of this (E), 
where a 12-inch vein has been worked to three feet depth over a length of 
60 feet. The strike varies in the usual manner and the  dip is steep to the 
south. Galena, leached galena and ordinary ironstaining are in evidence. 

Conclusion 

Because of the ironstaining and other impurities these deposits 
could produce only a third-grade barytes, and their small individual width 
and.lack of continuity preclude the possibility of commercial exploitation 
except in a very small way. 




