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15th september, 1943. 

FOSSILIFEROUS ROCKS FRQ,M THE OK TI RIVER, 
" WESTERN PAPUA." 

Report BO.l943/48. 

, The collection of :tossiliferoq rocl:s ":tram the Ok 'J!1 River, 
western Pap~, was made by Mr.L. Aust,:n in 1922 and"is housed in 
the COmmonwealth Palaeontological Cbllection. It consists at sbell, 
and foraminiferal mUdstones and grits at Pliocene age and ot foram­
iniferal limestones of Miocene age. One limestone of Lower l10cene 
was described by me in Palaeontological Bulletin ,No.3 in 1938. 

The present examination of the remainder of the oollection is 
being undertaken at the request of the Australasian Petroleum CampaQY 
J.telbourne.· " 

. ~e specimens refera.bleto the Pliocene and the Lower Miocene 
limestone o:t Pal. Bull. No. 3 were found in Situ while the limestones 
herein described were oollected as pebbles :tram the stream. 

_ A detailed examination ot the specimens is given below and 
the locality descriptions are as quoted by Austin. ' 

1 • "Risht Bank I Ok Ti RiverUr
• 

(a) Ketula boettseri Martin. 
ef .leretrIx. 

, (b) Chama ct. s±mPleX Marti~. 

(c) Yoluta cf. grooti Martin. 
(d) GlzcYDleris sp. 
(e) Turritella bacillum Keiner. 

(f) D:entalium jungh1lhni Martin. 
kctra sp. 

(g) ~oredo sp. . 
(h') Hard, fossiliferous, grittY' mudstone with quartz 

pebbles, fragme~ts ot corals and Tellina sp. 
" ,-

.. 

washed matl'ix trom tossils (a) to (g)" contained grains ot 
glauoonite (with glauoonitic replac~ent of foramin1tera~, magnetite, 
sma1l broken-crystals ot transparent green and black minerals, 
fOl'aminifera, mollusoa and ostracoda. 

FORA~INIFERA - QU1nquelocu1ina sem1nUlum, Bolivina hantken4.!e,!, 
GYpEll1na globulus, streblijS beccar1i, El:e,h1d1um oraticulatum, 
E. adV8nurD. 

GASTEROPODA - Natica marocbiensis. -
crIRRIPEDIA w Balanus ap • 

DECAPODA. - crab claws. 

OSTRA.CODA - Ba1rdia subdeltoidea, C~here- ~epral1oides, 
C. quaClriaculeata, Q:.. sp., Loxoconcba aus raliS, Xestoleber1s 
variegata •• 

Tile fossil assemblage in this- sample 1s s1milaI' to that found 
in "glte to "h" stage rocks in the area. 



," , 

II. ")awe;- S;J.opes Qf Mountain 1mmediatelY North of Suspension 
Bridge on the Ok Tl River lt 

.. 

Hard, fawnish, foraminiferal mudstone with foraminifera , 
(Textularia sp., Bolivina sp., Siphogenerina striata, Globigerina 
b.ulioi~, ~.in:f'lata, Inobiserinoides trilobus:, Orbulina Wliversa, 
Globorotalia menardii, Planorbulinella larvata, Pianorbu11na 
mediterranensis, R~talia schroeteri~, EPonides praec1nctus), . 
cidar01d spines and ostracoda (Cithere s,p.) present in thin section. 

This rock is most probably referable to "gu' stage. 

III. ttFrom Ci'eek Leadins to the Northernmost Point above 
SUSpension Bridie on Ok 'fi. Riverif:'; 

, (a) Pebble, consisting of hard, greyish,crystalllne limestone, 
with Lithothamnium ramosissimum and NeoalveoliAa cf.E[smae8 in thin 
section.. 

(b) pebble, consisting of l1.aI'd', fawnisil-grey, foraminiferl;Lll 
limestone with numerous Mlliolines including Austrotrillina 
howchini also Neoalveolina cf. pygmaea (common) and Sorite~: cf. 
mertini in thin sectioA. ' 

Both of these limestones belong either to the 'top of stage 
nefti or basil stage 'tt1'tt~ Neoalveolina. was recorded as rare in the 
limestone described 1'n Pal.Bull.No.3 which was referred -to stage 
tten., but in the pr~sent samplei t is common. ,lustrotrillina 
howchin1 occurs, in rocks in the area Chiefly atS!£he top of s,tage 
tt eli: and in stage, '''ftt). ' 

A limestone similar to (a) is recorded from 'the Palmer River 
but there is none directly comparable in the Commonwealth Palaeon­
tological COllection with (b). 

" ' 

(Irene C'respin) 
'COMMONWEALTH PALAEONTOLOGIST. 


