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By
Irene Crespin, Commonwealth Palacontologint.

Tho 'earlieat referenes to Tertiary limestones on Kinf}
Islahd., Booo Strait, vas nnde by the late Profeéaor Sir Bqlﬁwin S
Spencor in an cecount (1888) of his expedition to the Island in 1887
Ho stoted that limostonoe outeropped nt Uickhom lighthouse on the
north-west corner of the Island and to tho south between that point
and Yellow Rock; on "i:he east eonst, just south of Iavinia Point
and at the Blowhole Creek; on the Wesﬁ coast botween Pass and
Ettrich Rivors and inlend near Popky Lagoon and Fitemaurice Bay.

- dn 1910 Dobenham publiched xzotes,on the geology of King ‘
Island 4n which he gave' fe nsi of fossils déﬁermined by W.8.,Dun
from o limest,one outorop at Seal Rivew.

-7 Chapman {1912) deseribed the fossil content of limestonos

collected by J. A. Eershow from an outerop along the bank of tho
Seal River on the extreme coutheenst of the Islond. . It is poosible
that this loc’raii‘by is the samo as that recorded by Debenhom.

Tho present eolleetion was made by lirs.As, dJ. Adams from
neor her property "Avondale" in the oentre of the Island. The
locations givcﬁ for the samplos arcs- | |

Tioel from o vell 3% miles from Irs.A. J. Adems' property.
Ho.2 from the same loeality, underlying 1L feet of overburdon

To.3 from the some locality, undorlying Ho.2.

Nos.1 and 2 are orcom coloured bryozoal end shelly,morly
1inmcotones. The mater.tal, vhen washedl, shéws the fossns' to bo
poox'w preserved. ” The fossils include foraminifere, achinoaemata,
bryozon, byachiopoda, peleeypoda and ostracoda. - The asscrbloge
1isted below from these two samplos indieates thot the limostoneo
aro Iliddle Lliocone lin age and belong to the basal subdivicion of tho
Bmlcom”oian,‘ tho Longford aubsf;age, a name mocentiy 1ntrcduoeﬂ by tho
wrditer (1943). Rocks of similer age are found noar Marraveh and
at Table Capo, Tamnia, in VUestern Victoria and in the ount
Gambier arca, South Australin,
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0. 3 ic a *bluish—gmy weathered to ochreous coloured,
bryozoal limestone, which is paml:cf reerystallised. Detemination
of fQuSil genera and specie.: is difficult bceause nearly oll

‘ ,Speeimens are conted vith mmute facets of- ealci.ta, vhich, in many
places, completoly replacos the argandsm,

A :ust of fossils detarmineﬂ in the semples is givon
’:::c::lc:)'fa'.~ This ia incmnplete beeausa of the pcor presermtion of
many ﬁpaeimens.
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Rotg’s on the g’ ossil Assembiags.
(1) Eorsminifera are ’extremely searco in Ssmples 1 and 3 and
although fairly common in Sample 2, they are not well preserveds
The ma;]ority of speeies ave not indicative of the age of the beds s
h but the asserblage generally, together with the typicé.l Baleonbian
forms, Gaudryins (Pseudomaudryins) orespinas Cushmen, E‘vgnaieulaﬂa
lorifera Chapmen end Elphidium parri Cushmen, 1s characterimtic of
the lower portion of the Baleorbian stage and is refereble t’o the
Longford substage, recently instituted Wy the weiter (1043). ]
(2) Echinodermate, are poorly rebre'sented. The mall gohinoid
Fibularia grepeta, reeorded from Semple 1, is typically Belcambien.
Possibly the most interesting fossile in the colleetion ars the
nugerous club-shaped cldaroid spines in aaﬁples 1 and 2. Chapman
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and Cudmore in 193L state that they wers uneble to correlaie these
elub-ghaped sg}nes with any of the eidoroids examinedl, although
they wero regorded from several localities in Victoria, South
Australia and Vestern Australis belonging to the Bolcembian stage.
(3) Bryozoa are the commonest fossils presont. I.‘Iény forms ore
detemble in Semples 1 and. 2 but although Samplc 3 45 composed

_elmost entirely of them, fow forms aro recognisablo on account of
.the incrustation of calcitec. The assenblage is typieally Baleord-

f4on (D4841e Lidoconc)s At tho seme time the assenblage it more

/,typieui of Tostern Vioctoria and south~cast South Ausiraliz thoan of
//Gippsland (eas‘bém Victorim). Appidostoma airensis is important
_as a zong Posgil. It Eis charactoristic of the Jonjukien stege but

4t is founﬁ.'mnging upwards into the basal Dalcombion.

(L) The only fepresentativb of the gvaahigno&é‘ is & broken velve
of a Pagellania,

(5) zﬁoliusgq are rwe,'ﬁhe‘ only one prosent being that of the

_polecypod Chlamys praesursor (Ghapman); thich is typleal of the

lover Baloonblan in other looalitios.

(6) Ostracoda are fairly common end though cdl speeies recorded
ave referable to recent epccies they are 4‘typiua1 of tﬁe lowest
bxdatess of the Balcombian (the Longlford) hox*izan in Vestorn
’Victoz'ia and sauth-neastefn South Australia.
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