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Hyponome glued to base of

head. Slide head section

inside shell, matching two

centre lines.
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Nautiloids are primitive, thick-shelled, 

carnivorous marine invertebrates, 

cephalopods. The shell is divided into 

chambers. The nautiloid head has well-

developed eyes and tentacles that can 

grasp prey. They swim by jet-

propulsion; they squirt water out from 

their body cavity. 

They were most abundant roughly 400 

million years ago, during the 

Palaeozoic Era.
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