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Australia’s plant symbols

2

The ‘Eucalypts’ map
Thursday lgfand &€

identifies more than
50 groups of promi-
nent Eucalypius
species within nine
broad structural
classes. Many species
OCCUr across several
structural forms of
vegetation, especially
in the open forests
and woodlands. For
this reason, these
forms in eastern
Australia have been
separated into the
near coastal ‘wetter’
forests group and a
‘dry forest and
woodland® group of
the range and hill
country further
inland.
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Major species where Eucalyptus dominates the vegetation

- Tall forests - Alpine low woodlands
a Karri—E. diversicolor a Snow Gum/Black Sallee—E. paucifiora, E. stellulata
b Messmate Stringybark—E. abligua, £, nitids b Tasmanian Snow GumiCider Gum—E. coccifera, E. gunnii
¢ Alpine Ash/Mauntain Gum—E. delegatensis, E. dalrymplaans
d  Mountain Ash—E. regnans -
e Brown BarrelManna Gum—£E. fastigata, E. viminalis Mallees
f White Mahogany/Grey GumiTallowwood—E. acmenoides, E.propingua, E. microcorys a OoldeaMallee/Desert Gum—E. youngiana, E. gongylacarpa’
b Kingsmill's Mallee—£E. kingsmillii
- Wet forests ¢ BlueMallee—E. gamophyila
d Giant Mallee/White Mallee—E. oleosa, £ dumasa (East) ; .
a Brown Stringybark—E. baxteri, E. abliqua, E. viminalis & SoapMallee—E. diversifolia The complexity of
b Messmate Stringybark/Mountain Grey Gum—E. obliqua, E. cypellocarps f RedMalleeYorrell—E. socialis, E. gracilis, E. dumasa eucalypt distributions
¢ Silvertop AshMWhite Stringybark—E. sieberi, £. globoidea, E. gummifera, E. botryoides g Ridge-fruited Mallee/Narrowleaf Red Mallee—E. incrassata, E. foecunda is exemplified on the
d Manna Gum—E. viminalls, E. pauciflora, E. fastigata, E. andrewsii [North), E. laevapinaa{Morth) h Mallee—E. eremaphila map by the number of
e Blackbuit/Grey Gum/Sydney Blue Gum—E, pilularis, E. propingua, E. saligna, E. resinifera, E. maculata i Marrowleaf Red Mallee/Redwood—E. foecunda, E. transcontinentalis, E. sheathiana widespread species—
f  Black Peppermint/Snow Gum—E. amygdalina, E. pauciflora, E. rodwayi I Tallerack—E. tetragona L e e P
g Tasmanian Blue Gum/White Peppermint—£E. globulus, E. pulchelia k  Red bud Mallee—E, pachyphyila the manna gum— :
h Pink Bloodwood—E. intermedia, E. acmenoides, E. microcorys (Southl, E. pellitaiNorth), £. exserfa \-.'hljrh S S
i Forest Red Gum/Carbeen—E. tereticornis, E. tessellaris, E, maculata, E. citriodors g
| JarrahiMarri—E. marginata, E. calophylla - Northern forests and woodlands than one structural
@ Variable-barked Bloodwood/Darwin Stringybark—E. dichromaphioia®, E. tetrodonta, E. setosa type and in several
- Dr\,- forests and woodlands of the ranges b Danwin Stringybark/Darwin Woollybutt—E, tetrodonta, E. miniata species groups. Wide-
¢ Darwin Stringybark/Longfruit Bloodwood—E. tetrodanta, E. polycarpa spread specles also
a Redlronbark—E. sideroxyion, E. dealbata often have different
b Candlebark/Narrowleaf Peppermint—E. rubida, E. radiata, E. dives, E. viminalis - 3
¢ Red Stringybark/Broadleaf Peppermint—E. macrorhyncha, E. dives, E. rossii [NSW] Northern low woodiands :;Z:ﬂ;?r:ezt fplpr!')ﬂblll"-
d Narrowleaf lronbark—€., crebra, E. fibrosa, E. drepancphyifa|Qld), E. tessellaris, E. trachyphioia, a Darwin Box—E. tectifica, E. foelscheana, E. ptychocarpa, E. confertiflora, E. grandifolia L AL
E. melanophioia b Searlet Gum/Rusty Bloodwood—E. phoenicea, E. ferrugines, E. bigeser], E. aspera Species ruu‘_-’“f"-"_j by a
e Red Bloodwood/Grey Gum—E. gummifera, E. punctata, E. piperita, E. dives ¢ Pale Bloodwood/Silverleal Box—E. terminalis, E. pruinosa, £. argiliacea state or region in the
d Snappy Gum/Migum—E. brevifolia, . leucophiofa, E. setosa, E, dichromophloia legend have a limited
m Woodlands ¢ Yellow Jacket'Ghost Gum—E. similis, E. papuana, E. whitei distribution within
T Mountain Yapunyah—E. thozetiana, E. terminalis, E. normantonensis the wider mapped
a Wandoo/York Gum—E. wandoa, E. loxophleba g Cullen'slrenbark/Malloy Red Box—E. culienii, E. leptophieba, E. alba area of the major
b Salmon Gum—E salmonophioia, E. laxephleba species. C umr-n on
¢ Yellow Gum/Peppermint Box—E, leucoxyion, E. odorata|SA), E. camaldulensis (Vic.) - wood i ; e
d Forest Red Gum—E. tereticornis, E. mo.l'u};tana Forests and |ands of the inland flood plﬂlnS e are_,q:ven for
¢ Grey Box—E. microcarpa a River Red Gum/Black Box—E. camaldulensis, E. [argifiorens regionally important
f White Box—E. albens, E. melliodora b Coolibah—E. microtheca species, the more
g Poplar Box—E. populnea, E. intertexta [Southl, E. melanophiofa (North) widespread appearing
h Yellow Box/Blakely's Red Gum—E. meiliodora, E. Biakelyi first. While many
i Marrowleaf lronbark—E. crebra, £, drepanophylia, €. alba, E. papuana, E. tessellaris ; low tree widespread or local Iy
]k :rqlhlﬁl'aaf |lDI'I|:IaIk_—E.. mfaiarmphfﬂia taxonomic complex dominant species do
anna Gum=—E. viminalis

not appear on the
SCALE 1:15 000 000 map, some 100 spe-
cles, roughly 20% of
SOURCE: Based on information used to compile the 1: § million map ‘Natural Vegetation', the total, are included.




15

Gum tree flowers
More than any other

Eucalypts and acacias

Two dominant elements of Australia’s vegetation—Eucalyptus
and Acacia—occur right across the continent. They are to be

found in almost all possible habitats—f{rom the alps to coastal
heaths and from the deserts to wet forests. These two genera
between them dominate the top stratum of the vegetation over
three-quarters of Australia. Despite this apparent uniformity,
a closer look reveals a remarkable diversity even within these

common generic groups.

plant, the gum tree is
with the
Australian bush.
Eucalyptus is an Aiist
ralian genus of over
500 species, but a_few
also oceur on islands

associafe

to the north of Aust-
ralia. The distinctive
Jeatures of all euca
lypts can be seen in
this photograph—ithe

nMass !;I':"If:rllf'll!—:, the
capped buds and
the woody fruits

These two maps identify species outside these areas. There are {gumnuts). The leaves

which are characteristic of the also large overlaps in the ranges of generally have a

areas dominated by Eucalyptus individual species. However, the fritlri":;;;;ir’; [,Iue:c:t,u, I

and Acacia on the 1:5 million scale  vegetation within the areas mapped oil glands. 'f'.'!LchI; is

map of natural vegetation. They is well described by the major spe- a variety of rough-

show the most prominent species, cies, such as ‘poplar box' country J.‘“fff"fi:_-"f’”_'fﬂi"“-‘J' ;

or groups of species, for all areas or ‘mulga’ country. i ki

where ‘e’ or ‘"W’ appear in the codes well as the smooth

on that map. Mlhough these In the inland areas where Acacia barked gums. The

genera do occur elsewhere, they is the primary floristic type, a few e E::jf:u{u.,i{.(i

are not the major floristic type of (and often only a single) species a0 S e

the vegetation within the unclassed clearly predominate. In the Euca- overseas, where they

areas. lyptus forests, on the other hand, have been widely
the tree species often overlap in s

The maps are not intended as intricate spatial distributions gov-

species distribution maps as most erned by the complex topography,

of the boundaries come directly soils and microclimate of the coasts

from the map of natural vegetation and ranges. Nearly every map unit

structure. The species named are of the natural vegetation in the

those identified as dominant in south-east contained several

each map unit, but most also occur  Eucalyptus species associations.
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.hh:?’ there are some wide 'nr.z' Jorms and growth
§ spread and familiar habits that many
Port Matiugri species, particularly appear o be otally
E‘--“ -. < Port Pirie areq in south-eastern unrelated when they
/’ - ,1 5 Australia, which do are not in flower. Lea)
_h.q.}vu—\,—/ g NEWCAST £ not appear because shape and size varies
gb,% Pun wmr,. Auim;f}}. “'“"" i SYONEy they generally occur Jrom the _feathery,
rﬂ'"’“ WouLgyg as an understorey to bipinnate leaves of
ACACIAS : ONg Eucalyptus forests many eastern under
= " 3 el e e T T e s he
Major species where Acacia dominates the \regetatlon RA and woodlands. _ storey species lo the
H Some of the species leathery or s leaf-
\1 | VICTOR A which are shown, like phyllodes of most
- Mulga A .aneurs | | snakewood 4. xiphophylla Mount Ganibier , | Ballacar . MELBOY such as brigalow inland trees and
G!‘EL[rﬂspaJ'\ e (A, harpophylla) and shrubs. Phyllodes are

Gidgee A.cambagei A .georginas I:I Kanji A.pyrifolia ) EF . .
- a &l gaorg | Gl “J”mwh“ﬁ v'ff > ala boree or weeping the mature _foliage of

E%ﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁr%ﬁ;ﬂiﬁz | Jam A acuminata b myall (A, pendula), no all species included on
' e longer occupy their the ‘Acacias’ map.
- Brigalow A harpophylia - Melia/Mulga A.foderi A aneura {] {:g entire mdm;pd range,
Western Myall A.papyrocarpa Ij Mixed desert acacias W w’h_u"r_l. |Js .Ifisl-fe-.n ll-“”
Lancewood/Bendee A.shirfeyi (North) A.victoriae, A ligulats, A, murrayana, A aneura, A.ramulosa, stn natural vegetation.

A.catenulata (South) A.tetragonophylla, A dictyophleba, A.kempeana, A lysiphlofa, 4
A.aneistrocarpa, A coriacea, A pachycarpa. A maitlandi (' TAsMAN Recent taxonomic
- Bastard Mulga A.stowardii A holoserices, A.ptychophylla, A stipuligera, A.terulosa, Hoea M 14 B L

A.hilllana, A.monticols PR i .
- Blackwood A.argyrodendron has suggested that

Wattle thicket (Western Australia) most of the species
- Borea/Weeping Myall A.pendula A.acuminata, A longispinea, A.neurophylla, A hemiteles, currently assigned to
A linophyila, A ligustrina, A.coolgardiensis, A.stereophyfa Acacia should, by

Pindan wattles A.pachycarp, 4. monticola,

x A ramulosa, A resinamargin A, guadrimargines
A.eriopoda, A.tumida ginea, A, qu g

historical precedent,
be more correctly
known as Raco-
sperme [Pedley 1986),

SCALE 1:20 000 00O

SOURCE: Based on information used to compile the 1: 5 million map ‘Matural Vegetation'.




