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Medium trees

ClO Sed fOI'eSt Trees 10-30 m high; >70% foliage cover
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usually represent agglomerations
of smaller patches in the same
general area.

Most rainforests occur in areas of
high rainfall ( >1200 mm annually)
which ranges in different places
from fairly uniform to markedly
seasonal. In addition, they are
found from sea level up to altitudes
of more than 1200 m and on a
wide range of soil types. Their
environmental relationships are
complex, as reflected in their clas-
sification (Webb 1959, 1968: Webb
and Tracey 1981) which has had to
be greatly generalised for the maps.

There are four broad climatic
groupings of Australian rainforest.
Tropical rainforest occurs in north
Qld, subtropical and warm
temperate types from Mackay (Qld)
to east Gippsland (Vic.), and cool
temperate rainforest in Tas. and Vic.
These groupings correspond respec-
tively to Webb's ‘mesophyll vine
forest’, ‘notophyll vine forest’,
‘microphyll fern forest’ and ‘nano-
phyll moss forest'.

Most of the rainforest trees are
evergreen, although there are some

occurrence of emergents above the
general forest canopy. In particu-
lar, there is a tendency for species
of Araucaria to occur as emergents
above some closed forests in Qld
and northern NSW (Webb 1959)
and for species of Eucalyptus to do
the same in Tas. Such stands may
be regarded as stages in long-term
transitions, the taller stratum
being the relict element.

Rainforests are more extensive on
the Natural Vegetation map. Some
areas have been cleared for sowing
to exotic pastures (yfF4, eM1yF),
to induce the growth of native pas-
tures (yG3, eM1yG) or for the es-
tablishment of plantations of sugar
cane (vG4). The presence of rem-
nant eucalypts in some cleared
units reflects the mosaic nature of
the areas generalised as rainforest.
A large area of open scrub (xS3G)
in western Tas. appears to be the
product of a series of fires in for-
mer Nothofagus rainforest (Kirk-
patrick 1977).
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Because of their complexity, all me-
sophyll and notophyll rainforests
are mapped simply as xM4 without
reference to subforms. There is a
reduction in floristic diversity and
structural complexity in the transi-
tion from notophyll vine forest to
microphyll fern forest. The nano-

forest, namely the plantations of
exotic pine trees (pM4) in south-
eastern and south-western Austra-
lia. Pinus radiata is the principal
species planted in the southern
states, with P. pinaster also com-
mon in WA. Although there is a
large number of pine plantations,
only a few areas are large enough
to be represented on the map.
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What is a rainforest?

The popular conception of a dim
and damp jungle where little light
filters through a high canopy to
the mosses, ferns and leaf litter
below serves as a useful identifier
of rainforest. A definition which
encompasses the diversity of specific
regional types of Australian rain-
forest is difficult to obtain, but

in structural terms it is a dense
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formation of diverse tree types, flor-
istically distinct from the surround-
ing Eucalyptus forests. Rainforests
are distinguished from other closed
forests by the presence of growth
forms such as epiphytes, lianes,
mosses and ferns. Of course, there
are many transitional types and
mixtures of sclerophyll forest and
rainforest species.

AUSTRALIA'S TROPICAL
WORLD HERITAGE
RAINFOREST

SCALE: 1:2 000 00O

Why conserve rainforest?

Although Australia’s rainforests are
only a small fraction of the world
total, they have evolved in relative
isolation for many millions of years
and are therefore unique. They
have been described as a cradle of
flowering plant evolution and con-
stitute limited habitats where large
numbers of primitive organisms
have survived.

Rainforests are reservoirs of genetic
diversity providing material bene-
fits such as medicines and foods.
They also offer a unique recre-
ational experience for both present
and future generations. Rain-
forests are an integral part of the
global ecosystem on which human
life depends. Worldwide, they are
being cleared at an alarming rate.
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Original and present
extent of the world's

moist tropical forests

Northern Qld rain-
forests




