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2008 Release of Offshore Petroleum Exploration Areas
The 2008 Offshore Petroleum Exploration Acreage release comprises 35 Release areas, located 
across five basins. The Release areas range from frontier to mature status and offer opportunities for 
exploration companies of all sizes.  

Comprehensive acreage release information packs can be obtained (free of charge) by emailing contact 
details to: petroleum.exploration@ret.gov.au 



CASWELL SUB-BASIN PETROLEUM  
PLAY ELEMENTS

Source Early to Middle Jurassic Plover Formation, 
Late Jurassic Lower Vulcan Formation, Early 
Cretaceous Echuca Shoals and Jamieson 
Formations.

Reservoir Early to Middle Jurassic Plover Formation, 
Late Jurassic to Late Cretaceous submarine 
fans and turbidites.

Seal Late Jurassic to Early Cretaceous Vulcan 
Formation and Early Cretaceous Echuca 
Shoals Formation (regional seals). Early to 
Middle Jurassic Plover Formation and Late 
Cretaceous Puffin Formation.

Traps Faulted anticlines, horsts/tilted fault blocks, 
drape anticlines and stratigraphic traps.

Infrastructure  
and Markets

Likely region for future gas development, 
with development plans for the Brewster 
/ Ichthys field and appraisal drilling of 
Calliance and Torosa fields.

Current Exploration Opportunities in the Caswell Sub-basin, Browse Basin, Western Australia 
Offshore Australia. Open for bids until 9 October 2008
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Well symbols supplied by Geoscience Australia (basic data open file) and Encom Petroleum Information Pty Ltd (basic data confidential).
These were generated from open file data as at 31 Jan 2008.
Field outlines supplied by Encom Petroleum Information Pty Ltd. Field outlines in GPinfo are sourced from the operators of the fields only.
Outlines are updated at irregular intervals but with at least one major update per year. 
Field outlines for Cornea and Ichthys are sourced from IHS Energy, 2006.
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1.   Location map of Release areas 
W08-7 to W08-10 in the Browse 
basin showing existing petroleum 
title areas, petroleum accumulations 
and significant wells.

2.   Regional setting of the Browse Basin 
(after Struckmeyer et al, 1998),  
showing the location of seismic lines 
BBHR 175/05, BBHR 175/07 and 
BBHR 175/10. (Figure 4).

3.   Tectonostratigraphic summary and 
hydrocarbon discoveries for the 
Browse Basin (after Blevin et al, 
1998a; Struckmeyer et al, 1998).

4.   Seismic line BBHR 175/10 through 
Argus 1, Echuca Shoals 1 and Rob 
Roy 1, northern Caswell Sub-basin. 
Location of the line is shown in 
Figure 2. Regional seismic horizons 
are shown in Figure 3.
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Release areas W08-7, W08-8, W08-9 
and W08-10

accumulation where aggressive appraisal drilling 
programs are underway

and Early Cretaceous (Vulcan and Echuca Shoals 
formations) source rocks

Geoscience Australia Reports/Products

 
GeoCat # 61819 

testing natural hydrocarbon seepage detection tools 
on the Yampi Shelf, nw005)  GeoCat # 61717

geochemistry and correlation of crude oils and 
condensates from Western Australia and Papua New 
Guinea. (2005)  Geoscience Australia and GeoMark 
Research.

northwest Australia —1:3,000,000 scale. (2004)  
GeoCat # 61179

2001.  GeoCat # 36593

deep-seismic data, survey 119 and 130, (2001) — 

GeoCat # 35244, 35248

Sea and Northern Browse Basin, North West Shelf, 
Australia, (2001).  An integrated SAR, geological and 
geochemical study; GIS (ArcView) format. (2001)    

Australian basins:  Browse Basin module. (2000)  
AGSO and Geotechnical Services non-exclusive study

West Shelf, Australia. (1997) AGSO Record 
1997/057

 
 

AGSO Record 1997/038. 
information or to order these reports or products, 
phone 61 (0)2 6249 9966, e-mail sales@ga.gov.au


