Searching Data in Quantum GIS

Data layers can be searched in a number of ways. The simple search allows you to search
for individual text or numbers that appear in the attributes table of the layer. Search Query
Builder and Query Builder both enable increasingly sophisticated searches with the ability to
use equations and operators, but vary in the way the search results are displayed.

Simple Search

1. Open the attribute table for the required layer by right clicking the layer name and
selecting Open Attribute Table.

2. In the Look for text box at the bottom of the screen type the text you are looking for
(for example for Lot number 48, type ‘48’). The function is case and space sensitive
unless the Case sensitive tick box is turned off.

3. Select the attribute to search from the in drop-down list. Click Search.

2 Attribute table - cadastre - 0 / 1569 feature(s) selected g@
| | DESCRIPTIO PIN LOT_MUMBER HOUSEMO STHNAME STHMAMESFX IMPROVEMEN ﬂ
|g SCHOOL 1096512 282 | 252 MURRAY RD Rendered cc-n-:re...l
1 SCHOOL 1096512 282 | 252 MURRAY RO Rendered concre...
2 SCHOOL 1096512 282 | 282 MURRAY RO Rendered concre...
3 MULL 10968135 61 TUTCR L MULL
|4 MULL 1096513 61 TUTCR L MULL
|5 MOQ746 1096514 73 TUTOR L MULL
5 MQ746 1096514 713 TUTCOR L MULL
7 MG742 1096515 g2 SIM SANG RO MULL
3 MG742 1096515 52 SIM SANG RO MULL
|g MG745 10296816 94 SIM SANG RD MULL
| 10 MQ743 1096516 914 SIM SANG RD MULL
|11 MQ746 1096517 10 |8 SIM SANG RD MULL
|12 MG746 1096517 10 |& SIM SANG RO MULL -
|13 MULL 1096815 115 SIM SANG RO MULL @
N -
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4. The matching entries will be highlighted in the number reference column on the left.

7 Attribute table - cadastre (3 matching features) g@
DESCRIPTIC PIN | LOT_MUMBER HOUSENG | STHAME | STHNAMESFS | IMPROYEMEN ||
132 |©Open SpacefPad... 1096893 285 | 288 JALAM PANTAL MULL | MULL
E'BEe?Space;‘Pad... 1096893 288 | 288 JALAN PANTAT HULL MULL H
134 |MULL 1096894 326 | 326 | MURRAY RO | MULL
135 |MULL 1096894 326|326 MURRAY RD MULL
136 |Wort Faclities - Ja... 1096595 43 MULL ML MULL Phosphate loadin...
137 |Bort Facilities - Ja... 1096895 48 MULL MULL MULL Phosphate loadin...
138 |Wort Facilities - Ja... 1096895 48 MULL (UL MULL Phosphate loadin...
139 ort Facilities - Ja... 1096896 47 | MULL | MULL MULL Phosphate loadin...
140 |Port Facilities - Ja... 1096336 47 | MULL iNULL MULL Phosphate loadin...
141 |Port Facilities - Ja... 1096396 47 MULL | MULL MULL Phosphate loadin...
ENULL 1096899 27z |60 |GAZE RO (UL
143 |MULL 1096899 272 |60 |GAzE R [PuLL
144 |MUSIC CENTRE 1096500 273 |62 |GAZE RO # 40 year ald For...
145 |MUSIC CENTRE 1096300 273 |62 | GazZE RO £ 40 year ald For... d
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Searching Data in Quantum GIS

5. If the entries (entry) are not automatically visible, click the box Show selected only at
the bottom of the screen. Only the records matching the search will be displayed.
Alternatively, click the Move selection to top icon.

4 Mtribute table - cadastre :: 3 /1569 feature(s) selected g@

| DESCRIPTIO PIN LOT_MUMBER: HOUSERC STHAME STHAMESFY IMPROVEMEM L

|135 Port Facilities - Ja... 1096595 48 | MULL MULL MULL Phosphate loadin...

137 | Port Facilities - Ja... 1096895 45 MULL MULL MULL Fhosphate loadin...

138 | Port Facilities - Ja... 1096535 45 | MULL MULL MULL Fhosphate loadin...
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X show selected only Search selected only % Case sensitive advanced search ?

6. To locate the selected entries on your map click the Zoom map to selected rows
icon.

& . [t |
1 Attribute table - cadastre :: 3/ 1569 feature(s) selected [Z]@
| | DESCRIPTIO PIMN LOT_MUMBER. HOUSEND STHAME STHAMESFY IMPROYEMEN

|7 Part Facilities - Ja... 1096595 45 | MULL MULL MULL Phosphate loadin...
|51|] Pork Facilities - Ja... 1096595 48 | NULL MLILL MULL Phosphate loadin...
| 11173 | Port Facilities - Ja... 1096595 45 | NULL MLILL MULL Phosphate loadin...

=B [2][ 3~ |
B ek {x] Look For | 48 in LOT_MUMBER w Search
| —]

%X show selected only Searchiselected only (%) Case sensitive Advanced search ?

7. To narrow your search down further check the Search selected records only box and
perform another search.

. . : @
8. To clear the selected entries click the Deselect features from all layers icon %

on
the main window menu bar.
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Advanced Search Query Builder

Search Query Builder can conduct complex searches. The results are displayed in the
attribute table and show up as selected features on the map. This example shows a search
to locate “any properties in the suburb of Settlement with a lot number of less than 10” from
the Cadastre layer.

1. Open the attribute table of the layer you wish to search. Click the Advanced search
button at the bottom of the window.

4 Attribute table - cadastre :: 0/ 1569 feature(s) selected g@

_I DESCRIPTIO PIN LOT_MUMBER. HOUSENG STHAME STMAMESF: IMPROVEMEM Iﬂ

i] Faorest 11267665 625 |MULL MULL MNULL MULL |

1 Flving Fish Cove ... 11229790 616 |MULL MULL MULL MULL

2 ForeskfCoastal chi... 11267666 24 | MULL MULL MULL MULL

3 Miming port Faciliti.... 11377992 637 | MULL MULL MULL MULL

4 Fuel Farm, WARE ... 11377393 &33 | MULL MULL MULL Brick shed and Fu...

5 Mimirg Port Facilit... 1215763 482 | NULL MULL MULL MULL

5 Miring Port Facilit... 1215766 455 | MULL MULL MULL MULL

7 Port Facilities - Ja... 1096595 43 |MULL MIJLL MULL Phosphate loadin...

g Port Facilities - Ja... 1096896 47 | MULL RUILL MULL Phosphate loadin...

aq Tourist bureau 11417025 3042 1 GAZE RO MULL

10 ForestEscarprnent 1357537 5549|559 MURRAY RD MILLL

11 MULL 1096594 326 | 326 MURRAY RD MULL

12 CHRISTMAS ISLA.. 1097095 111 |MULL MULL MULL MULL -

13 CHRISTMAS ISLA... 1097147 112 |NULL MULL MULL MULL E

W - (I
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2. Double click the attribute field you wish to search, in this case SUBURB. The text will
be added to the clause bar.

3. Click the equals (=) button.
A search query builder

cadastre

Fields Values

DESCRIPTIO
PIN
LOT_MUMEER
HOUSEND
STHAME
STHAMESF:
IMPROMEMEN
USAGE_CODE
ZOMING
PURPOSE
LG _STR
SUBURE
SEWER
WATER
ELECTRICIT
TELEPHOME
RCAD_ACC

CENTLAT - sample Al

ST AR

Cperators

E} < > LIKE e I MOT IN

ILIKE AND OR MOT

£=

W
i
i

SCL where clause

SIBURE =

QF; Test Clear Save,., Load... Cancel Help
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4. Either type in the search term, for example Settlement (case sensitive), or click the
All button under Values and double-click the required value.

4 Search query builder

cadastre

Figlds Yalues

DESCRIPTIO "

PIN ‘Drumsite’

LOT_NUMBER | 'kampong'

HOUSEMG 'Phosphate Hill

STHAME 'Poon Saan'

STHAMESFY, Eettement:

IMPROVEMERN ‘Silwer City!

USacE_CODE ‘Taman Sweetland'

ZOMING

PURPCSE

LOCHO_STR

SUBURE

SEWER

WATER - Sample all
Operators

= < = LIKE % I MOT IN
o= = 1= ILIKE AND OR. MWT

S0L where clause

SLUBURE = 'Settlement’

Tesk Clear Save... Load... Cancel Help

Clicking Search at this point would locate all cadastre properties in Settlement.
5. To add an extra condition to the search click AND.
6. Continue to add terms to the clause bar following the previous steps.

# search query builder

cadastre
Fields Values
DESCRIPTIO i
PIM ‘Drumsite’
LOT_MUMEBER. ‘Kampong'
HOLUSEND 'Phiosphate Hill'
STMAME 'Pioon Saan'
STHMAMESFY ‘Settlement’
IMPROVEMEN "Silver City'
IJSAGE_CCDE 'Taman Sweetland'
ZONING r
PURPOSE =
LOCHD_STR Sample all
Operators
= < = LIKE e In WOT IN
<= = I= ILIKE AND oR HOT

QL where clause

SUBURE = 'Settlement’ AMD LOT_NUMBER < 10|

o8 Test Clear Save.., Load. .. Cancel Help
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7. Click Test to check that the search is valid and to view the number of matching
search results.

-,

7 Search results
\ij) Found 22 matching Featurels).

8. Click OK to run the search.
9. Return to the attribute table to view the results.

10. If the entry(s) are not automatically visible, click the box Show selected records only
at the bottom of the screen. Only the records matching the search will be displayed.

NOTE: The search will not work if the required value is entered in the clause bar with *”. For
example:

e Incorrect - Lot number = “1003”

e Correct - Lot number = ‘1003’

Query Builder

Query Builder works in the same way as the Search Query Builder function except only the
matching search results remain on the map and in the attribute table after the search is
performed.

To access Query Builder:
1. Right click on the layer name you wish to search.
2. Click Query from the list. The Query Builder will display.

Ly Quantum GIS 1.7.4-Wroclaw - Drumsite

File Edit Wiew Lawer Settings Plugins Database wector Raster  Help

JTEmEds s BRREE P W

Lawets x
= x % cadaste | Neat
Zoom ko laver extent ;
.
- % ﬁ Lodged Show in overview
o “F 230k 2 Remove
x .% Feature names
& ! = - Set layer CRS
° default Set ject CRS |
o Airport et projec rom laver
e Beach =] Open attribute table
* Building # Toggle editing
& Car Park
Save as...
s Cemetery
* Coast Feature
# Feature Query.
= Hill “how Feature count
* Infras_tructure e
- Location Q
* Lookout Ename
e Mining Infrastructure Add group
e Other ¥ Expand all
* Ruin -‘II Collapse all
a Tarnnla

Page 5 of 6



Searching Data in Quantum GIS

3. Follow the instructions in the Search Query Builder section of this guide to create a
query.

1 Search query builder
cadastre
Fields values
DESCRIPTIC b
PIM ‘Drumsite’
LOT_MNUMBER. | 'K.ampong'
HOUSEMD 'Phosphate Hill
STHAME 'Pioon Saan'
STMAMESFX ‘Settlement’
IMPROVEMEN ‘Silver Ciky'
JSAGE_CODE ‘Taman Sweetland'
ZIOMING Eod
PLIRPOSE s
LOCHO_STR - Sample all
Operators
= = = LIKE o I NOT IM
<= == 1= ILIKE AND OR. MNOT

30L where clause

SUBLRE = 'Settlement' AND LOT_MUMBER < 10]

(0] 4 Test Clear Save.,, Load, ., Cancel Help

4. When you are happy with the query, click OK. The Query Builder window will
automatically close and the map will display only those entries that match your
search.

5. To clear the search (and refresh the data), re-enter the Query Builder window and
click Clear. All the original data from the layer will display.

Page 6 of 6



