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China Mining 2006 – A Major Promotion
The	China	Mining	2006	convention	and	trade	display	was	held	at	the	Beijing	International	Convention	
Center	between	14	and	16	November	2006	and	attended	by	more	than	2500	delegates.	Geoscience	
Australia	and	the	state	and	Northern	Territory	geological	surveys	exhibited	under	the	banner	of	Australian	
Government	Geoscience	Group	in	the	trade	show.	This	promotion	was	coordinated	by	Geoscience	
Australia	and	the	Geological	Survey	of	Western	Australia.

About	70	per	cent	of	attendees	were	Chinese	with	the	major	international	participants	being	Canada	
(11	per	cent)	and	Australia	(6	per	cent).		Interest	from	the	Chinese	delegates	was	wide-ranging	with	
particular	interest	in	nickel,	iron	ore,	copper,	uranium	and	minor	metals.	There	was	strong	demand	for	
information	on	the	procedures	to	gain	approval	to	explore	and	mine	in	Australia	as	well	as	our	general	
business	and	regulatory	environment.

Prior	to	the	China	Mining	2006	convention,	an	Australian	Seminar	was	held	on	13	November.	The	
morning	session	was	organised	by	Geoscience	Australia,	the	Geological	Survey	of	Western	Australia,	Invest	
Australia	and	the	Australian	Embassy	in	Beijing.	The	morning	session	covered	Chinese	investment	in	the	
Australian	minerals	sector	with	particular	reference	to	exploration.	This	session	was	an	unqualified	success	
attracting	some	280	delegates	(virtually	a	capacity	audience)	and	some	lively	questioning	of	the	speakers.		
The	afternoon	session	on	Australian	investment	into	China	was	coordinated	by	the	Australian	Embassy	
and	the	China	International	Mining	Group.

The	Chief	of	Geoscience	Australia’s	Onshore	Energy	and	Minerals	Division,	Dr	James	Johnson,	
delivered	presentations	at	both	the	Australian	Seminar	and	the	China	Mining	2006	convention.	His	
presentation	‘Securing	the	future	–	Australia’s	Potential	for	New	Mineral	Discoveries’	reviewed	Australia’s	
record	of	maintaining	a	strong	mineral	resource	base	which	is	essential	to	ensure	security	of	supply	to	
offshore	customers.	He	also	highlighted	Australia’s	strong	potential	for	future	discoveries	to	continue	
adding	to	the	country’s	resource	base	providing	a	strong	exploration	program	is	maintained.

For more information 
phone	 Mike	Huleatt	+61	2	6249	9087	
email	 mike.huleatt@ga.gov.au



Minerals exploration for the next generation
Approximately	85	senior	secondary	students	visited	Geoscience	Australia	during	January	as	part	of	the	
National	Youth	Science	Forum	(NYSF)	program.	During	three	afternoons	of	applied	learning	in	the	field	
of	gold	exploration	the	students	were	divided	into	specialist	groups	to	learn	how	to	analyse	real	data	from	
the	goldfields	of	Western	Australia.	They	analysed	maps	showing	gravity	(relating	to	density)	and	magnetic	
attraction,	examined	thin-sections	of	rocks	under	microscopes,	and	checked	geochemical	analysis	data.	The	
students	also	made	use	of	geographic	information	systems	(GIS)	to	examine	and	integrate	the	different	
types	of	data.	

The	exercise	was	designed	to	demonstrate	how	the	diverse	disciplines	of	geoscience	are	combined	in	
mineral	exploration	and	also	involved	the	students	in	selection	of	the	most	likely	areas	to	look	for	a	new	
gold	deposit.	It	is	hoped	that	this	introduction	to	the	problem	solving	and	high-tech	nature	of	minerals	
exploration	together	with	the	opportunity	to	talk	with	many	of	the	young	scientists	in	the	organisation	
will	inspire	some	of	them	to	undertake	further	studies	in	geosciences.

For more information
phone	 Kate	List	on	+61	2	6249	9571
email	 kate.list@ga.gov.au
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EvEnts 2007 

APPEA Conference and Exhibition 15–18 April

Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association 
Adelaide Convention Centre 
Contact: Aoife Dooley, APPEA Limited, GPO Box 2201, Canberra ACT 2601
phone  +61 2 6247 0906
fax  +61 2 6247 0548
email  adooley@appea.com.au
www.appea2007.com.au

1
South Australian Resources & Energy Investment Conference  30 April–1 May

Hilton Adelaide 
Contact: Samantha Goulding, Paydirt Media Pty Ltd, PO Box 1589, West Perth, WA 6872
phone  +61 8 9321 0355
fax  +61 8 9321 0426
email  samantha@paydirt.com.au
www.saresourcesconf.com

2
SSC2007 14–18 May

Spatial Sciences Institute 
Hotel Grand Chancellor, Hobart 
Contact: ICMS Pty Ltd, 84 Queensbridge Street, Southbank Vic 3006
phone  +61 3 9682 0244
fax   +61 3 9682 0288
email  ssc2007@icms.com.au
www.ssc2007.com

3
AMEC Congress 2007 7–9 June

Association of Mining and Exploration Companies
Perth Convention & Exhibition Centre
Contact: AMEC, PO Box 545, West Perth, WA 6872
phone  1300 738 184
fax  1300 738 185 
email  pdteam@amec.org.au  
www.ameccongress.org.au/

4
World Conference on Science & Technology Education 8 – 12 July

Sheraton Hotel, Perth
Contact: Elaine Horne & Robin Groves, Convenors, PO Box 244, Mt Hawthorn WA 6016
phone  +61 8 9266 2174
fax  +61 8 9201 0004
email  grovesr@ozemail.com.au
www.worldste2007.asn.au/

5
AMSA 2007 9–13 July

Australian Marine Sciences Association
University of Melbourne
Contact: Ms Narelle Hall
phone  +61 7 5484 1179
fax  +61 7 5484 1456
www.amsa2007.asn.au 

6
19th International Geophysical Conference & Exhibition 18–22 November

Australian Society of Exploration Geophysicists
Perth Convention & Exhibition Centre
Contact: Promaco Conventions Pty Ltd, PO Box 890, Canning Bridge, WA 6153
phone  +61 8 9332 2900
fax  +61 8 9332 2911
email  promaco@promaco.com.au
www.promaco.com.au/2007/aseg  

7

ev
en

ts 
ca

le
nd

ar

Events �

issue 85  March 2007


