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PRESENT VEGETATION
The map shows broadly Australia’s vegetation in the mid-1980s in terms of its structure and floristic type.
FLORISTIC TYPE GROWTH FORM AND FOLIAGE COVER NOTES
Indicated by a code letter. Flaristic type is shown for the tallest Indicated by alpha-numeric codes and distinctive colours for the tallest stratum. Where the RAINFOREST: Shown on this map as xM4 and nM4 and typically
stratum and also for the lower stratum where the foliage cover of growth form of the tallest is shown as trees or shrubs, the growth form of the next tallest associated with an annual rainfall greater than 1200 mm. : it : i - M ] ; y Gl /
the top stratum is less than 10% stratum with foliage cover of more than 10%: is also indicatad — by letter symbol and also by \ ! ; _ e S ’}r"' o i VEGETATION CODING
colour where the foliage cover of the tallest stratum is less than 30%. 3 1 e
i The alpha-numeric codes shown an this map pravide more information that the colour cod-
GROWTH FORM FOLIAGE COVER _ ing, which primarily shows only the structure of the tallest stratum.
GENUS, FAMILY OR GROUP CODE e Patches too small to map as areas but
LETTER Tallest Stratum L"“if’o% i el s The first three (occasionally four) characters of the code refer to the tallest stratum. The first
— a lower-case letter — indicates the predominant floristic type e.g. e = Eucalyptus. Occa-
Banksia b 30-70% 10-30% 10% ;ggos‘gatum ;opngraturn sionally, where two types are of near-equal abundance, two lower-case code letters are
" Wy " " = 5
T B i ool Ehily FOLIAGE COVER: The prapertion of ground that wauld be shaded by "LSONS PROMON 7 g2y shown, the firstindicating the slightly more abundant type. The next character — an upper-
Casuarina including Alfecasuarina [ Tall Tress a stratum if sunshine came from directly overhead and no other | eM2g case ;ntter ‘—dl':::m:hsath;mhf;?gmeig&:r :itt?:lllstmurnh: ;u!;m\nng :S;ramr —a
i i | er — indicates the projecti iag .g- 3 = 30-70%.
Eucalyptus e =30 matres strata ware present (projective foliage cover). et
' 8485
Hakea h 3 e | next two refer to the | r stratum if it has a foliage cover of more
Chenopodiaceae (e.g. saltbush and bluebush)  k M;::;m e - - M i f 5 Eo | i A £ S m:n10%?&ehgrrethe::|?:;?::er o‘f'l;':: U;D::‘s:mum isgremarﬂlanw%g only the growth
i 1 malres ST SHRUB: Woody plant that is multi-stemmed from or from near tothe ; i 1 Curria s form of the lower is indicated (by an upper-case letter). Where the foliage cover of the upper
Tﬂ:;s b m Low Trees oz szt | T 27 xSaz | stratum is less than 10%, the predominant floristic type of the lower stratum is indicated by
;n Notherfages n il - i | y i a lower-case letter followed by an upper-case letter indicating its growth form. In a few
S i i | steng cases two lower-case floristic code letters are given for the lower stratumn indicating near-
Owenia (desert walnut) ko Toll Shrllis HUMMOCK GRASS: Mound-like plant up to about 1 metre high oA equal abundance.
Conifers [&] e et E with repeatedly branched stems and long spiny leaves (genera ' . | is indi d by italicised code characters
Myaporum (sugarwood) a Triodia and Plectrachne of the family Poaceae). Plectrachne can Vegetation that has a seasonal occurrence is indicated by italicised code :
- Ca, 2 ) 5 =
Heteredendrum (rosewood) r Low Shrubs z Bla0 GCOUK B iUl seock pisss: 08 Barren Isisg In sand dune country the code is underlined if the vegetation is largely restricted to stable
: : <2 metres areas between crests.
Acacia including Racosperma w
Hummock Grasses H E GRAMINOID: A plant grass-like in form but not f
Gy family Poaceas (grasses).
i | Grasses | Triodia and/or Plectrachne ' i EXAMPLES OF CODES
Tussocky or Tufted Grasses - - G E il
Astratia (Mitchell grass) i N BragEocs DTHER HERBACEOUS PLANTS: Includes forbs and some grasses, | Tallest Stratum Lower Stratum
A0 : 1 © : e.g. small chenopods in dry inland areas with sparse foliage cover | i i
\ Dichanthium (bluegrass) d Other Herbac Plants F g 2 P i 2l g | genus growth faliage genus growth
| . ~flae sy (kF1), and, in wetter areas, grasses and legumes (yiF3, yfF4) or | form cover form
A i [alEceosinciide=ploysreanc medict) / grasses only (yF3, yF4) with dense foliage cover grazed to a sward
ETDacecus T
Plinits Graminoids 9 form. _ wl3 w L 3
Chenopodiaceae ke | ) T
c ot : | /) wlL2G w L 2 G
Ssccharum {sugar cane) & Examples of depiction of tallest and lower stratum: SOURCES : . ASMAN IA
| ] 1 t
Other Grasses i " eL1tH = L
i y Compiled by J.A. Carnahan (Botany Department, Australian
Asteracese (daisies) z Mational University) in collaboration with staff geographers of the eL1tH As above except that vegetation indicated is that of stable areas between
Australian Surveying and Land Information Group, Department dune crests
: of Administrative Services, using approximately 1500 published y St e e
General Mixed or ather x Littoral Complex CROPS and unpublished papers, reports and maps, unpublished field Vegetation that has a seasonal occurrence is indicated by italics in the code
'mfhmd“'“"s5:‘:1‘;'3““9’?:?;}'“‘:{5”“"5- One bol aquals notes and personal communications. Landsat imagery was the e.g. yF3, wS1zF.
herbecaofls iy gl 10 000 hectares prime mapping source to which this information was related.
: : Mote: Genus or family not indicated for areas of littoral complex. Horticultfifal Complex y ¢
Produced by Australian Surveying & Land Information Group | Includes cultivated fruit trees and vine crops. Winter o SCALE 1:5 000 000 -
Kilometres 100 o 100 200 300 400 Hometres
Department of Administrative Services Urban Complax - Summer o . M e R J 1 i i
okl 5‘“5““:#3:;"::;‘1:;;:;:2::" - SIMPLE CONIC PROJECTION WITH TWO STANDARD PARALLELS {18'S AND 36°S)
o riate growt
AUSMAP  ~scrvice 1s our s . approp :
SER USINESS Mo Vegetation code (e.g. vG4 = sugar cane) or in the 1
Lakes and salt flats i . . 140" 145° 180 55
C5U #9/054 e 120° horticultural comples. 130 135 G 4g 5




