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More than 60 senior secondary students visited Geoscience Australia’s 

Canberra headquarters in January as part of the National Youth 

Science Forum program. 

During the visit, students gained hands-on experience examining 

rock samples, interpreting maps and researching data from the remote 

gold fields of Western Australia. The visit introduced students to 

various aspects of the geosciences and was intended to encourage an 

interest in future study and careers in geoscience. 

The students were divided into specialised groups for the exercise, 

with the task of locating potential gold deposits using various 

techniques used for mineral exploration. They reviewed maps showing 

gravity and magnetic attraction, examined thin slices of rock under a 

microscope, and used geographic 

information systems (GIS) 

to integrate different types of 

relevant data. The aim of this 

exercise was to demonstrate 

how the different disciplines of 

geoscience are combined to aid 

mineral exploration and develop 

a greater understanding of the 

Earth.  

While at Geoscience Australia, 

students also had an opportunity 

to talk to staff involved in the 

Geoscience Australia cadetship 

and graduate programs, as well as 

discovering some of the various 

career opportunities on offer at 

Geoscience Australia.  

For more information 
phone Frances Haire  

on +61 2 6249 9464 
email frances.haire@ga.gov.au

Figure 1. Students checking the magnetic properties of rock samples. 

Figure 2. The students gained experience in the interpretation of geological maps.
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Western Australian  
Emergency Management Conference 2009

16 & 17 April

Perth Convention Exhibition Centre
Contact: Anna Wood or Paula van’t Riet,  
Conference Administrators,  
PO Box P1174, Perth WA 6844

p  +61 8 9323 9328
f  +61 8 9323 9470
e  emconference09@fesa.wa.gov.au
volunteers.fesa.wa.gov.au/emc2009

AMEC National Mining Congress 2009
Association of Mining and Exploration Companies

21 & 22 May 

Perth Convention Exhibition Centre 
Contact: AMEC, PO Box 6337,  
East Perth, WA 6892

p 1300 738 184 (Within Australia)
f 1300 738 185 (Within Australia)
e events@amec.org.au
www.amec.org.au

2009 APPEA Conference and Exhibition–Australian 
Petroleum Production and Exploration Association 

31 May to 3 June 

Darwin Convention Centre 
Contact: Julie Hood, APPEA Limited 
GPO Box 2201, Canberra ACT 2601

p +61 7 3802 2208
e jhood@appea.com.au
www.appea.com.au

Marine Connectivity AMSA 2009  
Australian Marine Sciences Association 

5 to 9 July 

Adelaide Convention Centre
Contact: AMSA-SA

p +61 8 8207 5305
f +61 8 8207 5481
e sa.amsa@gmail.com
www.amsaconference.com.au

7th International Conference on Geomorphology
Australian and New Zealand Geomorphology Group (Inc.)

6 to 11 July

Melbourne Exhibition and Convention Centre
Contact: Tour Hosts Conference & Exhibition Organisers,  
GPO Box 128, Sydney, NSW 2001

p  +61 2 9265 0700
f  +61 2 9267 5443
e geomorphology2009@tourhosts.com.au
www.geomorphology2009.com

Spatial Sciences Conference 2009
Spatial Sciences Institute

28 September to 2 October 

Adelaide Convention Centre
Contact: ICMS Pty Ltd, 84 Queensbridge Street,  
Southbank, Victoria 3006

p +61 3 9682 0288
f +61 3 9682 0244  
e ssc2009@icms.com.au
www.ssc2009.com
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